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editorials
THE IDAHO TEST OATH

INIQUITY

THE following communication pre-
sumed to be from the pen of captain
john codman apappealspearis in the columns
of the nownew york post

to the editor of the evening post
SIR the telegraphlre ports of boise

city idaho november 65 that fred IF
dubois rep is elected to congress
over johnjoha hailey dem by ma
jolita

this election will doubtless be con-
tested mr hailey stood as the demo-
cratic candidate pure and simple mr
dubois trerepresentedpresented the combined
forces of republicans and anti mor
moustfemons the latter party being the strong-
est

mr halleyhailey had declared himself an
opponent of polygamy but has insisted
thattaat the religious question ought not
to enter into politics many
mormonscormons would have refused to
vote for him on account of his first
positionion on the other hanchancll his re-
fusalf to endorse the test oath atas ap-
plied to the mormon church perseper ae
would have given him mavy ssupportersupporters
who are members of that denomina-
tion but no member of the mormon
church polygamist or monogamist
was allowed to vote belag precluded
from the franchise bybathisthis territorialterritorial
law

SEC 1 noperson under guardi
cocompospos mentis or insane or any person con-
victed of treason felony or bribery in this
territory or in any other state or territory
in the unionumon unless restored to civil rights
or any person who is a bigamist or polyg-
amist or who teaches advises counsels or
encourages any person or persons to be-
come bigamistsbiga mists or polygamistsorsoi to commit
any other crime dellner bylaw or to enter
into what is known as plural or celestial
marriage or who is a member of any orderor der
organizationorganisationol or association which teaches ad-
vises conncounselsselsoror encourages members or de-
votees or any other persons 0too commit the
crime of bigamy or polygamy or any other
crime defined by law either as a atritee or cere-
mony otof such order organization or associ-
ation or otherwise shall be permitted to
vote at any election or to holdboid any position
or office otof honor trust or prout within
this territory

it remains to be seen what view the
househo use of representatives will take of
this summary exclusion of voters be-
cause of their religious belief

J C b

new york november ath
we do not know what course dele-

gate hailey proposes to pursue
in reference to this matter be-
lore the house of
lives but J C hashad placed
it cocorrectlyrTestly before the public toetat law
which he has cited is backed up by a
test oath embodying all the objection-
able features of the lawjaw and it is ffur-
ther

ar
enforced by provisions rakingmaking it

cricriminalmigal to vote under tuethe disabilities
thus created the penalty being a line of
not lessleps than a hundred nor moreinore than
a thousand dollars or imprisonment in
the county jail for not less than thirty
days nor more than one year or by

we hope to see this un american and
afati legislation tested
either in the house of representatives
or the supreme court oi01 the united
states or both it is already settled in
law for the time being atac unyany rate
tautmat practical ty may be de-
prived of the franchise how
larfar the clause disfranchise
ing kersens who teach advise
counsel or encourage to be
oame polygamists mill be sustained
remains tuto be seen andad it is yet to be
determined what action or teaching
can be construed into such advice
the right to advocate the rirightfulnessulness
of polygamy cannot be lawfully denied
to any american citizen preaching an
unpopular doctrine and advising a

or persons to commitcommie an act
forbiddenlor bidden by the law are two distinct
and different things if tie latter may
be viewed as criminal the former can-
not be in any degree butbat the ancon

and inherent wrowrongD of
tilethe provision against membership in a
religious or other body or association
holding certain views and teaching
certain doctrinesdoctrine will not be disputed
by any person but an antlanti mormon
01 the buiUIL erestLerest typecylie

it is well known that there are a
great many members of the mor-
mon church who neither practice
polygamy themselves nor advise or en-
courage others to practice it yet be-
cause of their membership in a church
which permits or counsels plural mar
ariage among a portion of its members
the monogamist communicants in
idaho are franchiseddisfranchiseddis with the rest
the supreme court of the united
states has virtually ruled against this
wyby declaring that it is time enough for
legislation to step in upon religious
matters when they break out into
overt acts against peace and good or-
der it is no overt act against peace
and good order to belong to the
church of jesus christ of latter
day saints even if that church
holds to the rightfulness of
something that the law con-
demnsde not until its members vi-
olate the law can they be made amena-
ble to the law and those of them who
abstain from such violation cannot be
lawfully classed with those who do
not eitner to be counted as cAmicriminalsnals
or deprived of any legal right or privi-
legele e

to illustrate this let the catholic
doctrine of celibacy be substituted for
the mormon doctrine of plurality of
wives congress has just as much
I1lightight to prohibit celibacy as polygamy

in the territories itif it may be decided
that it is against public policy for men
to have large families it may certainly
be decided that it is against public pol-
ley

pol-
icy for able bodied men and women to
debe prevented from fillingi11 the meas-
ure of their creation landand becoming ac-
tive participants in the building up of
the state both nature and the
perpetuation of the race and the com-
munity forbid the latter while neither
can be correctly cited against the for-
mer if it be argued that catholic
celibacy is only bract bed by a portion
of the catholic body ilt is replied that
i mormon plurality iss only practicedpractised
by a portion ot the mormonal ormon church
suppose then that a law waswall enacted
disfranchising all persons male and
female specially devoted to a life of
celibacy such as priests and nuns
where would be the justice or the right
of disfranchising all Catcatholicsholles because
they are membersmember of an
bation or association which teaches
advises counsels or encourages mem-
bers or devotees or any other persons
to practise the crime of sworncelibacy

either as a rite or ceremony of such
order organization or association or
otherwise would not sodo infamous
an enactment cause a burst of indigna-
tion throughout christendom

put circumcision jain the place of celi-
bacy or polygamy and forbid the prac-
tice as an offense against children an
overt act that may be legislated against
although a matter of religion follow-
ing the reason of the anti polygamists

and where would be the justice or
the right of dis franchising all jews be-
cause they belong to an order or asso-
ciation which teaches encourages and
advises circumcision

the law is clearly an attack upon
the rightlight of belief surround it with
all the sophistry you please andana it is
an assault upon the freedom of con-
science an attempt to destroy
ous liberty that any democrat can
endorse it is a proof thalthai hebe is
not what hebe professes it can only be
defended on the ground otof antlanti mor
mon expediency the plea of any-
thing to beat the mormonscormons at the
polls it is simply an iniquitous scheme
to give antiaanti AmormonI1ormon minorities the
supremacy and thus destroy the real
democratic principle that the majority
in each locality shall rule in local
affairs

there are hosts of people through-
out the country who are opposed to
polygamy most of them through lack
of understanding but there are deiy
few except the unreasoning bigots and
malignant fanatics who would counte-
nance a law that deprives citizens of
their commonestcom monist rights simply because
ot their membership in a churchch which
allows a portion ot its adherents to
contract largetlarger family obligations
than most people like to undertake
and any party court or natinationolaf
professing to be republican and to
support religious liberty that will up-
hold such a law deservesdesei ves to be damned
politically and in every other way we
desire to see this matter tested audand
there are methods I1lyby which it Ccan be
done both in the legislative c and the ju-
dicial departments let it be pushed
to the end

THE LATEST VICTIM

THE extreme bitterness and question-
able methods by which the prosecution
againstadallast county collector NNVV jones
hashap been conducted form another
demonstration of the fact that no
I1 mormon need expect justice or fair-
ness in the third judicial district of
this territory tle whole business is
thoroughly discreditable to the officials
engaged in it

the trial developed the fact that al-
though the defendant was indicted for
bribing a united states deputy mar-
shal tilethe individual put forward as

erving in that capacity was not a bbonaona
de officer that hebe informed the de-

fendant hebe held no such positionbosition when
hebe conversed with winhim on the subject
that the endeavor which was made to
constitute him a deputy marshal while
the negotiations were in progress was
not ffully successfulsf ua because he never
gave a bond to the marshal that he
a 4 ceased isome time before to be a
I1 ail ifff that therefore mr jones neither
gave or offered a bribe to a unitedzes officer and did not perform the
actace named in the indictment

A jury was selected against him com-
posed of anti cormonsmormonsMor mons 11 contrary
to the spirit and letter of the poland
law which congress passed to govern
the of juries in itwas not in any sena aa impartial jury
it was like other juries picked out
when mormonscormonsMor mons are oft trial

placed in the box to convict the
district attorney who prosecuted and
the marshal who helpedto get up the
case were both engaged in a dirty
scheme to entrap thetae defendant hav-
ing entered into a plot to make the
chief witness a deputy unknown to
mr jones that the latter might be in-
veigled into the commission of an act
that would not have been criminal
but for that piece of deception it was
made clear that whatever the status of
the so called deputy might have been
the defendant was unconscious that
the man was an officer but hadbad been
led by him to believe to the contrary

on being convicted after such a pros-
ecution by such conspirators and be-
fore such a jury and giving cogent
reasons by counsel why hebe should have
a new trial that was not only denied
him but he was refused ballbail pending
an appeal to the supreme court of theterritory and hustled oftoff to the peulpent

tertiaryteuttent iary to setseiveVC a sentence of three
cearo for an offetice
winchwhich thetat evidence demonstrated ne
did not commit

that is thetat way the people of utah
are being instructed to respect theitie law
audand the courts outside ut the out
rages on lawjaw justice and cochmillonmillon
sense that have attended the prosecu-
tions for polygamy proceedings
against maimonaMoMOI imonaLOons nave been con-
ducted in such a spirit of
hatred and vengeance because of their
religion that the whole administration
of thelae criminal law in this DistriuL nabkas
been brought into public contemptmrair jones isib the coliecoli cierecter ol01 maxs
for saltbait lake county liehe is person-
ally responsible in law lorfor the whole
amount of the tax bullbail pending
hishid appeal would have been a
simple act of justice and ataa
wellweli a matter of policy it
would have done no vioviolenceleuce to the
law or to expediencyney it would have
given the attendantdeien dant time to thelae end of
idsaid term to discharge iliahis duty as a
public official itil on appeal it
ue found thaitaut the court orre atas al-
leged in the rulings or that taeme ver-
dict was as and generally be-
lieved contrary to the evidence ad-
duced mrair jones will have been un-
justly punished and thelae tactfact will be un-
deniable that he has been made thelae
victim of a judicial ouEoutragerage

liehe was ably and
all that was right undand proper
was done to secure his rigans
belorebefore the law but in vain liehe is v
man of well known integrity an eff-
icient public serservantvast an honorable and
upright citizen but he itis a Mormormontuo
andaad tried to serve his friends in what
liehe believed to be a lawful way both
of these are crimes in the eyes of the
ununscrupulousscrupulous crusaders against tilethe
people ot01 utah and N V junesjones is one
moreinure sufferer a prey to wethe vindictive
and insatiable malice that has disgraced
the latest assault upon the people of
this territory

LABOR IN POLITICS

IT is very easy tolo sneer at the labor
vote I1 polled for henry georgegeorgc luin the
late new york election it is asserted
by some paper that the ballots
cast for the labor candidate were not
representative of the working-men olof
the country it is assumed that they
were deLodepositedsited by the roughsboughs and that
class whose suffragesrages are at the dis-
posal of the highest bidder but such
statements are wholly gra
there isif no warrant for them in
known facts it is quite probable
that there were as many deni-
zens olof the abums in the
ranks of the supporters otof the republ-
ican and Demodemocraticcratie candidates as of
the ret ormer whose following hasstartled the country

we do not endorse the extreme and
impracticable theories of theilie noted
writer and lecturer but we perceive
the fact that his denunciation sola ol01 the
wrongs in the present formsfarins ut0 t society
and the relations of the landedded rica
and the landless poor with other
agencies have stir ed up the masses to

iellection and that there is a dis-
positionpoeaaion among the producers and toil
uro otof this coalby to push their way in-
to greater prominence as active

of tilethe body politic and there isreason to believe that the supporters
of henry george at the new york polls
numbered less of the thoughtless rab-
ble than could be found in the ranks of
the regular parties

the labor vote is destined to cut an
importanttant figure in national politics
the george ballots in new york
are signs of the labor power in the
united states A bona fide labor caancan-
didate would draw an immense ffollow-
ingin I1id the next presidentialpresidential camacampaignign
henry georgesgeorgeis name is alreadyafreariy
mementionedn tinned I1inu tthish is cconnection0n lectiontion we
do not believe he could be
elected torfor capital and that
means more than it usually
Is held to imply would combine
against him and strict party lines
would be broken down to a great ex-
tent in the combination property
holders in small amounts would be al-most asab much interested in the defeat
otof the leveler as the great pplutocratsI1 autocrats of
the country he could no more suc-
ceed inina race for the presidency than
hebe did in running for the mayoralty of
new york

the power of the labor vote will be
most likely divided torfor both the great
parties will bid for it the democrats
have always claimed to0 be the chaincham-
pions of labor but the republi-
cans are already posing in
that capacity with the view of
gaining the coveted influence and
though the next presidential election
will probably witness a division of the
labor element lor want of its properproper
organization and the necessary prepar-
ation for a struggle on its own meritsyet a strong working mens or laborparty is a probability that many wustmust
be able to foresee and that a labor I1

talcandidate will yet occupy the presiden-
tial1 chair is one of the most likely
events in the political futuref of the
united states

A PROPER SUBJECT OF EXEXE-
CUTIVE CLEMENCY

GOVERNOR WEST has done a very
proper thing IBba granting a pardon to
C W hemenway of ogden it is well
known that the liberated man was edl

tor of the ogden herald that helhei wrote
some scathing articles against the utah
conspirators that he was unwise in
some of hisbis expressions and that he
laid himself open to charges otof libel j

because however true his remarks may
have been he was unable to prove
them although convicted of libel for
stating that judge zane had rendered

ita crooked decision it was un-
derstoodderstood that ne was not to be severe-
lyy punished and sentence was sus-
pended but just previous to the de-
partureir1lr ure of judge orlando W powers
from0m the territoryTerrU ory that venomous
creature full of rage at hisbis ejection
from an office that hebe bedbad disgraced
unexpectedly arraigned
and sent him to prison for a year re-
quiring him also to pay a heavy lineinc

no one but those heartless and spite-
fulf ul wretches who gloat over the pun-
ishment ot a mormon whether in-
nocent or guilty endorsed the
action of the chagrined and ousted
michiganderMichlgander hemenway went to
jail where hehb remained threelathmmonths0 chereaudand on a very humblebumble appeal
to judge zane obtained his honorsflo norlis
recommendation to the governor for a
pardon both the appeal and the re-
sponse will be found in another part of
this paperer

it raIsabutbut just to judge zane to say
that so far as known hebe took no partart
n the prosecution of his alleged ideellibel-

er and that his course in performing
the only act bby which it is probable the
prisoner could be released was manly
and humane governor west has ex-
ercised executive clemency in this in-
stance we think in a proper man-
ner and no one wiltwill object
to the release of althe humbled editor
who has a spark of goodfood feeling or
sense of mercy or jjusticeustice

we regard powers action as an at-
tack on the liberty of the press mr
Hemen ways style is perhaps a little
extreme that fault in our opinion is
exhibited as much in hisbis apologies as
inin hisbis assaults but there was little in
liis articles that could be truthfully
called libellous andalad we do not believe
that outside of an antlanti mormon 11

utah court be would have been con-
victed of any infraction of the law un-
der which hebe was indicted he
has been much more libeledlabeled by
blackguard scribes than hebe hasbis
libeledlabeled others even taking the
worst view bf his criticisms of public
officials but it is not at all likely that
his assailantslauts will ever be brought to
justice feiore an earthly court they
are not in sympathy with the 1 1 mor
mons and therefore may be judicial
ly excused for the most vulgar attacks
and mostmoist indecent libels

we do not wish to justify any writer
in falsely assailing an opponent no
matter how vile the letter may be nor
however much he rosymay deserve chchas-
tisementti the truth is powerful
enough and usually disagreeable
enough lorfor the official cleclescalical
and literary maUemallAnants who
are waging a warfare against
the majority of the leopiepeople of
utah and an editor should be as
ready to correct an error in his treat-
ment of an opponent as to defend
himself or his cause against falsehood
and misrepresentation we are glad
that mr Rehemenway is once more a
free man and hope that he will cease
to be a special object of the virulence
of a certain class and that he has
gained discretion by his recent disa-
greeablegree able experience

THE RECENTLY inaugurated
ACADEMY

thicTHE inaugurationinauguralation of thetthe salt lake
S academy the details of which
were ovengiven yesterday was araan auspic-
ious occasion the proceedings were
most interesting and the serenity
whichw aich pervaded the assemblage indi-
cated that the heavens smile upon such
beneficent movements

the only matter for regret was that
the accommodations for pupils were
entiretyentirely inadequate to the demand
while this is to be regretted in one
densesense itis a matter for congratulation
in another it indicates a growing
and healthier sentiment among
the saints in regard to the
education of their children
when it gains sufficient strength it
will become the soil out of which titethe
needed facilities will spring when
there is a powerful demanddemaid the supply
must sooner or later appear as a nat-
ural consequence

the object is toafford the children of
the saints aasymmetricalI1 ymmetrical education
cultivating thawthe wholehole being embellish-
ing the moral relireligiousload audaid
constituents of thee soul as well as
the intellectual the aim can
only be reached in the estimation of
true latter day saints by inmakingaking true
theology as understood by them a
part ot tilethe curriculum in the com-
mon or district schools the introduc-
tion of such an element is impossible
the deity having been practically legis-
lated out of the system while no
proper claim can be made to thehe effect
that infidel ideas have been promul-
gated in the schools by any of the
public instructors yet the absence
of any attention to sacred things
in any system of trainingtrainine for the young
necessarily leads to all the stages of
irreligious sentiment from indifference
to positive unbelief hence the grow-
ing spirit among the people to institute
seminaries in which there is recogni-
tion of the divine is as already said a
promising indication it isin but the

commencementommen cement of the flow of the tide
inn a most salutary direction that will
preserve many youths from straying
into torforbiddenbidden and
able paths its action will be
counter to that class of schools the
chief purpose of which is to lead our
children away from the faith of their
fathers and ntbers

people who are sincere in their pro-
fessionsffes of religion and sense the sav-
ing benefits to be derived from obedi-
ence to what god has revealed the
constituents of the gospel will never
send their children to be trained so as
to induce them to travel in an opposite
direction such a course would be
most unnatural those who
love their offspring and look
upon them as a heritage
from the lord desire them to be ededuuau a
caged in a knowledge of the truth as
they themselves understand it con-
sequently those who send their chil-
dren to schoolsSChoo Is establishedes taba isbed Jforor theta e
purpose of prejudicing their minds
against those things they profess to
holdbold sacred can give no stronger proof
of the hollo of their pretensions
and of their insincerity to call it by no
harsher term those who are
sincere and whose faith is un-
shaken being not only unimpaired
but strengthened by threatening clouds
and storms are yearning torfor oppor-
tunitiestuni ties to have their cn ildren kept in
the straight lines marked out by the
gospel otoi the redeemer this increase
ing disposition is an indication of that
is parit of repentance which the lord
desires to see diffused throughout the
community its fruits are bound to
be highly beneficial they will contrib-
ute 0Wo the present strength and futureffuture
power and glory of zion

if we understand aright the desire of
the leading authorities of the church
on this subject it is that there should
be a leaning throughout the commu-
nity toward the establishment of such
educational institutions as that inau-
gurated at the social hall on monday
november jtit is the initiatory
step toward the introduction of a new
educational era in the salt lake stake
whose ecclesiastical authorities are in
active sympathy and connection with
the movement

the brethren who took the initiatory
steps and contributed for the attain-
ment of so laudable an object are to
be congratulated on the degree of suc-
cess they have achieved the academy
is under the supervision of one of the
most estimable men as well as devoted
and efficient educators to be found
anywhere success to the salt lake
stake academy

THE independents
I1

THE issues upon which the republi-
can party were brought into existence
before the aarandwar and upon which the
democratic party fought it unsuccess-
fully for so many years afterwarddhavebavewoti longerUger a substantial existence they
were at best but for the time and the
people which evolved thelandthethemmandand when
they were settled the re-
publican party had filled its
mission and their opponents were left
with nothing but a name backed by a
history to fight outoat otof such a slack-
ening up of political lines has browh
a number of smaller organizations all
more or less ephemeral is a
floating mass refuses to get to-
gether and be organized and in
which each individual votes for
whoever and whatever pleases him
best this body of free thinkers and
unrestrained actors is known as in-
dependentsdepe enesi nonot aas the independent
party furfor there is soao party in it they
Pplayjay 1fantasticlantantat c tricks too sometimes
asa witness1 ane a toet e following from the bos-
ton herald

the independent voters do not all
break in the same direction each
one stops to think and uses hisbis
own best judgment in every case
thus in one district in california a
republican was elected in place ofa democrat in another district a
democrat in place of a republican in
one connecticut district a democrat is
elected in place of a republican in
four illinois districts republicans are
elected in place of democrats in one
massachusetts districts democrat is
displaced by a republican in three
others republican give place to demo-
crats republicans are also elected to
seats now filled by democrats in indi-
ana iowa kentucky michigan new
jersey new york north carolina and
virginia while democrats displace
rerepublicans in kentucky minnesota
nebraskae new hampshire new york
Ppennsylvaniae south carolina and
Ttennesseee in short the independent
voter is abroad

THE MORMON BATTALION

of the most interesting chapters
of mr hubert howe Bancrofts his-
tory of california vol V is the one
devoted to the review of the mormon
battalion 1846 8 following is a i

summary of the story as he relates it
which occupies a chapter of thirty
pages

the latter day saints believing
they hadbad just cause of complaint that

government had refused
to protect them against the opples

which forced them to quit their
homes in missouri and illinois did not
hesitate to apply at washington for aid
in their enforced exo dus elder josejese


