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| , £ 58
with attached, shews that there was
an inerease of revenuein this depart-
ment in 1873 over the previous
year of $1,674,411, and an increase
in cost of carrying the mails and

aying employees of $3,041,467.0L
I'he report of th Postmaster Gen-

L

eral gives i sting statistics of
his departinent, and comparing
them with the ding sta-

growth

0. shows &
; ‘ L

A venlic
cluded with New South

exchange of cards exchanged
with Switzerland,and negotiations,
g‘eudiug r several years past with
France, have terminated iu a con-
velition with that country, which

went into.elle st August. An
international postal eougress was
convened in n%ﬂw tzerland,

in September last, atwhich the T
8. was represented by an officer of
the P. O. department of much ex-
perience, aud of qualification for
the position, A conveuntion for the
establishment of an international
postal union was agreed upon by
the delegates of the countries repre-
sented, Euhject to the approval of
the proper authorities of those
countries, I respectfully direct your
attention to the report of the Post-
master General, and to his sugges-
tion in regaid to an equitable ad-
justment of the question ef com-

penmation to railioads for carrying
the mails.

The Southern States.

| Federal authority, but

pelled to vote according to the
wishes of their employees under
threats of discharge if they yot-
ed otherwise; and - there are
too many  instances  in which,
when these threats were disre-
garded, they were remorseless-
ly executed by those by whom
't.{my were made. I understand
that the Fifteenth Amendment to
the Coupstitution was made to
prevent this Jike state of things,
aud the Act of May 31, 1870, with
amendments, was passed 10 enforce
its provisions, the object of this
being to guarantee teo all citizens
the right to vote,and to
them 1n the free enjoyment of that
right. Enpjoined by the Constitu-
| tion to take care that the laws be
faithfully executed, and convinced
by undoubted eviience that viola
tions of said act had been commit-
ted, and that a wide spread and
flagran. disregard of it was con-
templated, the proper officers were
instructed to prosecute the offend-
ers, and troops were stationed at
convenient points to aid these
officers if necessary in the perform-
auce of their duties.. Complaints
are made of this interference by
if  said
amendment and act do not provide
for such iuterference under the vir-
cumstances as above stated, then
they are without meaning and in
effect the whole scheme of colored
enfranchisement is worse than a
mockery aud little better than a

| crime. Possibly Congress may find

it due to truth and justice to ascer-
tain by means of a committee

Your allention will be drawn to | whether the alleged wrongs to col-

fhe unsettled condition of affairs
in some . of the Southern States
O the 14th of Sept. last, the gov-
¢;nor - of . Louisiana called upon
me, as provided by the constitution
d laws of th-f."_'_.ﬁy
suppression of domestic violence in
that State. This "call was made in
view of a |
that day by D. B. Penn, stating
that he waselected Lt. Governor in

8., to aid 1a the |

proclamation issued on |-~ip

ored citizens for political purposes
are real, or whether the reports
thereof were manufactured for the
oceasion. The whole number of
troops in the States of Louisiana,
Alabama, Georgia, Florida, SBouth
Carolina, North Carolina, Ken-
tueky, Tennessee, Arkansas, Missis-

pi, Maryland and Virginis at
the time of the election were 4,082
Chis embraces the garrisons of all

1872 and calling upon the militia of | the North from the Delaware to

the State to arm, assemble and|the Gulf of Mexico.

drive from power the. usurpers, as
he designated the officers of the
State government. On the next
day I issued my proclamation,com
manding the insurgents to disperse
within five days from the date
thereof, and subsequently learned
that on that day they had taken

L

The Arkansas Maddle.
Another trouhle has ansen in

protect

sire that all necessity for executive
direction in local affairs may be-
vome unneceasary and obsolete. 1
invite the attention, not of Con-
gress, but of the people of the
United States, to _thc causes and
effects of these unhappy questions.
Is there not a disposition on one
side to maguily wrongs and out-
rages, and on the other side to be-
Itttle them or justify them? If
public opinion could be directed to
a correct survey of what is and
to rebuking wrong, and aiding the
proper authorities in punishing it,
a better state of feeling would be
inculcated, and the sooner we
would have that peace which
would Jeave the States free indeed
to regulate their own domestic
affairs. I believe, on the part of
our citizens of the southern states,
the better part of them, that there

and to do no violence either to in-
dividuals or the laws existing; but,
do they do right in ignoring the
existence of violence and bloodshed
in resisiance to constituted author-
ity? I sympathize with their pros-
trate condition, and would do all
in my power to relieve them, ac-
knowledging that in some instau-
ces they have had most trying
governments to live under and

very oppressive opnes in tbhe
way of taxation for nominal
improvements, mot giving ben-

efits equal to the hardsbips im-
pogsed, but can they proclaim
themselves entirely irrespunsible
for this condition? They cannot.
Violeuce has been rampant in some
loealities, and has further been jus-
tified or denied by those who could
have prevented it. ‘The theory .is
raised that there is to be no further
interference on the part of the
General Government to proteet cit-
izens in a State where the BState
authorities fail to give protection.
This is a great mistake. While I
remain Executive, all the laws of
Congress and the provisions of the
Constitution. including the amend-
ments added thereto, will be en-
forced with rigor, with but regret
that they should bave added one
jot or tittle to the executive duties
and powera. Let there be fairness

Arkansas. Article 13 of the consti-
tution of the State, which was
adopted in 1868, and upon the ap-
proval of which by Congress the
State was restored to representation

forcible possession of the BStaie
House. . Troops were taken by me
to support the existing and recog-
nized State government, but before
the expiration of the five days the

insurrectionary movement was
practically abandoned, and the
officers of the State government,

with some mipor exceptions, re-
sumed their powers and duties,
Considering that the present State
administration of Louisiana bas
been the only government in that
State for pearly two years, that it
has been tacitly acknowledged and
acquiesced in as such by Congress,
and more than once expressly re-
cognized by me, [ regarded it as
my clear duty, when legally called
upon for that purpose, to prevent
its overthrow by an armed mob
under the pretence of fraud and ir-
reﬁulaﬂty in the election of 1872.
[ have heretofore called the atten-
tion of Congress to this subject,
stating that on account of the
frauds and forgeries committed at
said election, and because it ap-
pears that the returns thereof

as one of the States of the Union,
provides, in effect, that before any
amendments proposed to this con-
stitution shall become a part there-
of, they shall be passed by two sue-
cessive assemblies, and then shall
be submitted to and be ratified by
a majority of the electors of the
State voting thereon. On the
elaventh ef May, 1874, the Gover-
nor convened an extra session of
the assembly of the ﬁhz which

on the 18th of the same month,
passed an act providing for a con-
vention to ne a new counsti-

tution. - Pursuant to this act
and. at _.an _election held on the
30th of June, 1874, the conven-
tion was approved sand delegates
were ¢hoseu thereto,whe assembled
on the 14th --of Jast July, and
formed a new  censtitution, the
schedule of which provided for the
election of. an entire new set uf
State officers In a manner coutrary
to the then existing election laws of
the State. On the 13th of October,
1874, this counstitutiob, as therein
provided, was submitted to the

were never legally canvassed, it
was impossible to tell thereby
who were chosen, but from the
most sources of information at my
command, I bave always believed
the present State officers received
a majority of the legal votes actual-
ly cast at that election. I repeat,
what I said iu my special message
of February 13th, 1873, that - 1n tho
event of no action by Congress, I
must continue to recognize the gov-
ernment heretofore recognized by
me, and I regret to say thas, with
preparations for the late election a
decided indieation appeared in
some localities in the Southern
States, of a determination, by acts
of violence and intimidations, to
deprive the citizens of the freedmen
class of the ballot, because of their
political opiniou. Bands of men,
masked and armed, made their
appearance; white leagues and
other societies were formed; large
quantities of arms and ammunition
were importea and’ distributed to
these organizations; military drills
with menacing demonstrations,
were held, aud with all these "mur-
ders enough were committed to
spread terror among these whose
Ppolitical action was to be suppressed

people for their approval or rejee-
tion, and, according t:'l the eln;:unn
returns, was approv by a large
majority of those qualified to vote
thereon; and at the same election

in the discussion of Southern ques-
tions, let the advocates of both or
all politicai parties give honest,
truth ful’ri'ago ts of occurrences, con-
demning the wrong and approving
the right, then all will be well.
Under exc¢iting eonditions the negro
votes vhe republican ticket, because
he knows his friends are of that
party. Many a good citizen votes
the opposite, not
variance with the great principles

is a disposition to be law-abiding, |

i

cause he is at

of state which separate the paities,

but because, generally, be is op-
posed to negro rule. This is a most
delusive cry. Treat the negro asa
| citizen and voter, as he is and must
remain, and soon parties will be
conducted, not on the color line

have no complaint of sectional in-
terferences. ey
neport of Attorney General,

The repert of the Attorney Gen-;
eral contains valuable recommen+
dations relating to the administra-
tion of justice in the ecourts of the U.
S.,to whieh 1 invite your attention.
I respectfully suggest to Cengress
the propriety of increasing the
number of judicial districts in the
U. 8., to eleven, the present nuwm-
ber being nine, and the creation of
two additional judgeships. The
territory to be traversed bd)' the cir-
cuit judges is so great,and the busi-
ness of the, courts so greatly in-
creasing, that it is growing more

|

persons were chosen to fill all the
State, county and township
The governor elected in 1872,forihe
term of four years, turned over his
office to the governor chosen ‘under
the new coanstitution, where-upon
the lieut. governor, also elected in
1872, for a term of four years, claim-
ing to.act as governor an
that said proceedings, by which
the new constitution was made and
a new get of officers elected,
were unconstitutional illegal and
void, called wpon me as provided
in se2. 4, art. 4 of the Constitution,
to protect the state against domes-
tic violence. As Congress is now
investigating the political affairs of
Arkansas, I have delined to iuter-
fere. The whole subject of execu-
tive interference with the atlairs
of a State is repugnant to public.
opinion, to the teeling of those
who. from their oflicial capacity
must be used in s it inter
and to him or thu-e who must di-
rect, unless it' is muu<t clearly ou
the side of law. . Buch interference

if possible by the intolerant sznd
criminal proceedings. In sowe
places colorod laborers were com-

is regarded as a crime with the
JawW. Lo gl_;t_]pport it, and it is con-
demned w

offices. |

alleging |

position,

and more impossible for them to
keep up with the busin« ss requiring
their  attention. Whether this
would involye the necessity of ad-
ding two more justices of the su-

reme court to the present number
1 submit to the judgement of Con-
gTess,

Report of Secretfary of Interior.

The atténtion of Congress is in-
vited to the report of the Secretary
of ‘the Interior, and to the legisla-
tion asked for by him. The domes-
tic interests of the peeple are more
intimately connécted with this de-
partment than with either of the
other departments ol the govern-
ment. 1ts duties have been added
to from time to time, until they
have become s0 onerous that with-
out the most perfect system and
order, it will be impossible for any
Secretary of the Interior to keep
trace of all the official transactions
having his =anction and dene in
his n&me, and for which he is held
personally responsible.

The policy adopted for the man-
ageme nt of Indian affairs, kuown
as the ¢ policy,” bas been ad-

H

but, on principles. Then we shall

results. It is confidently hoped
that a few years more will save|
our frontier from Indian depreda-
tions. 1commend the recoinmend-
ation of the BSecretary for the ex-
tension of the homestead laws to
the Indians, and f.r some sort of
teriitorial government for the In-
dian Territory, A great majority
of the Indians occupying this Ter-
ritory are believed to be incapable
of maintaining their rights aguinst
the more civilized and enlightened,
and any territorial form of govern-
ment given them therefore
~hould protect them in their homes
and pioperty for a period of at
least twenty years, and before its
final adoptiou should be ratified by
a majorty of those aflfected. -

The report of the Secretary of the
Inteiior, berewith attached, gives
much interesting statistical iufer-
mation which [ abstain from giv-
ing an abstract of, but refer you to
the report itself,

Pensioners,

The act of Congres§ providing the
oath which peusioners must sub-
scribe before drawing their pen-
xions, cuts off from this bounty a
few survivors of the warof 1512 re-
siding in the Southern States. I
recommend the restoration of this
bounty to all such, The number
of persons who=ze pnames would be
re<tored to the list of pensioners is
not large; they are all old persons
who ¢éould have taken no part in
the rebellion, and the services for
which they were awarded pensions
were in defence of the whole coun-
try. |

4 Agrienltural Report,

The report of the commissioner
of agriculture, herewith attached,
contains suggestions of much in-
terest to the general public, and re-
fers to the approaching centennial,
anniversary, and the part which

it. |
‘The Centehnial.

| other people’s beyond a fair

| tonnage

| carrying

his department is ready to take in |

rency in place of one of a fluctua-
ting value. ‘This secured there are
many interests that might be
fostered Lo the great profit of both
labor and capital. How to induce
ltl?pital_to employ labor is the ques-
on, |
Cheap Transportation.

The subject of cheap transporta-
tion has occupied the attention of
Congress. New light on this ques-
tion will witbout doubt be given
by the commission appointed by
the last Congress to investigate and
report on this subject. A revival
of ship building, and particularly
of iron steamship building, is of
vast importance to our natienal

rosperity. The'U. B. is now pay-
ng over one million per annum for
freights and passage on foreign ships
to be carried labroad and expended
in the employment and support of
r
centage of what should go to for-
eign vessels, KEstimating on the
and travel of each respec-
tively, it is to be regretted that this
disparity in sfe cnrry{n% trade ex-
ists, and to correct it I would be
willing to "#k a great departure
from the usual course of govern-
ment in supporting what might
usually be termed private enterprise,
I would not suggest as a remedy a
direct subsidy to American steam-
ship lines, but I would suggest the
direct offer of ample compensation
for carrying the mails between the
Atlantic seaboard ¢ities and the
continent, in American owned and
American built steamers,and would
extend this liberality to vessels
the n:ails to the South
American States and to Central
America and Mexico, and would
pursue the same policy from our
Pacific sea ports to foreign seaports
on the Pagific. It might be de-
manded thit vessels built for this
service should come up’ to a stand-
ard fixed by legisiatio.s in tonnage,

I feel thult the nation at 'laf'ze is

|departed from. 'Remov

general interest in it. Already
many foreign nations have sigoi-
fied their intention to be represen-
ted at it. 1t may be expected that
every civilized nation will be rep-
resented. -

The Civll Bervice.

The rules adutpted to improve the
civil service of the government
have been adhered to as closely as
has Leen practicable with the op-

position with which they met; the
effect of it has been an essential

and positive support of Congress
Geqaprg.lﬁiy, the support which this
reform receives is from those who
give it their support only to ‘find
fault when the rulesare a.p]i:g:ﬂ‘ tly

a m
office without prefering charges
against  the parties removed
are frequently cited as depa
tures from the rules adopted,
and the rztention of those against
whom charges are made by irre-
spousible persons, and without
good grounds, is alse often con-
demned as .a violation of them.

{who have

Under these circumstances, there-
fore, I announce that if Congress
adjourns ‘without pesitive legisla-
tion om the subject of ¢ivil service
reform, [ will regard such action as
& dlmgﬁmvul of .he system, and

L

.| from the 1epo

looking to the possibility of the

speed and all other  quasities,
government requiring ti;em at

interested in having this exhibition | gome time for war purposes; the

a success, I commend to Congress [risht also of taking possession
such action as will secure a greater |of them in*such an emergency

should be guarded. I offer these
suggestions,believing them worthy
of cousideration in all seriousness,
as affecting the interests of these
sections and all interests alike. *If
anything better ¢an be done te di-
rect the country into a course of
general prosperity. 5o oneé will be
more rea &han I to second the

plan.
Distriet of Colambia,

Forwarded herewith will be
found the report of the commission-

improvement on the whole, and |ioners oppointed under an act of
has tended to the elevation of the | Congress, | . |
service. But it is impracticable to | 1874, to wind up  the affairs of the
maintain them without the direct]| district government. It will,be seen

approved June 30th,

rt that the . total
debt of the District of Colum-
bia, less the securities on hand
and available, is, the bonded
debt issued prior to July 1st,1874, is

'$B,383,940.4aé 8 65 bonds, issued un-

der theact Congress of June 20th,
1874, $2 088,168.73: certificates of the

r- | board of audit, $1,770,558.45; total,

$15,742,667.21, less the special im-
provement assessicents, chargeable
to private property in excess of any
demand agaiust such assessment,
$1,614,054.37; less the Ch ke
and Ohio Canal bonds, $£75,000, and
the Washingion and Alexander R.
R. bonds, $59,000; in the hands of
the commiseloners of the sink-
ing  fund, $1,748,054.37; leavin
the actual debt, less the sai
assets $13,994,613.24. In addition

will abanden it, and exceptso far as
to require examinations for certain
appointees, to determine their fit-
ness, competitive examinations will
be abandoned. - The gentlemen
given their services,
without compensation, as members
of the board, to devise rules and re-
gulations for the government of the
civil service of the country, have
shown much zeal and earnestness
in their work, and to them as well
as to myself it would be a1 source of
mortification if it is to be thrown
away; but I repeat that it is impes-
gible to carry this system tu a sue-

approval,and assistance of Congress
and a positive law to support it.

I bave stated that the elements
of fproperty to the -nalion’ scapi-
tal, Jabor, skilled. and unskilled,
aud the produets of the soil still re-
main with us. To direct the em-
ployment of these is a problem
deserving the most serious attention
of Congress. If employment can
be given to all labor offering itself,
pro~perity necessarily follows., 1
have expres-ed the opinion, and
repeat it, that the firist requisite
to the accomplishment of this end

thout a hearing. I de-|hered to with the most beneficial |is the substilution of a sound cur-

to this there are claims preferred
agiaitnst the g?vgtnme%t_ of the dis-
trict amountin theaggregate

as reported by tghé%odrd of au%jai I'.s:
to $3,147,787.48, of which the great-
er part ' will probably be rejected.
This sum ean with ho more pro-
priety be included in the debt of
the disitriéy government than can
the thousands of ¢laims against the
general government be includ-
ed as a portion of the natienal
debt; but the aggregate sum thus
stated indludes something more
than the funded debt chargeable
exclusively to the D 'strict of

cessful issue without the general |Columbia. The act of Cougress of

i Nov. 28, 1874, contemplates an ap-
portionment between the U, 1S,
Government and the Distriet of
Colnmbia ‘in respect to the pav-
{ ment of the principal and interest
of the 3.65 bonds: therefore, in com-
puting with precision the bonded
debt of the Distriet of the aggre-
gate sums above stated, and in res-
pect to the 3'65 bonds now issued,
the outstanding certificates of the
Board of Audit, and the un-
adjusted eclaims pending before
that board should be reduced to the

extent of the wmount to be appor-
itiuned to- the U. 8. government in




