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Isig whitsundaywhit sunday or whit
919 1 which in the calendar of the

romanhoman CaCcatholicbolic episcopalian and
lutheran churches isin proclaimed the

greatest mostmoat important and mostmoat joy-
ous religiousious festival of the entire year
with the exception of christmas and
JEeasteraster throughout great britain
andnd the whole continent of europe it
is18 quite as generally and elaborately
celebrated by all classes and ranks
from the highest to the lowest as are
those two other great festivals with
which it is coequalco equal in one sense it
Jsje even greater and its celebration even
more general than that of christmas
cr eister for it is not only a christ-
mas festival but a jewish one as well
the event which it commemorates in
the christichristinnan church having occurred
on the hebrew day of pentecostPantecost
that christian event was the descent
of the holy ghostghostonon the apostles
whena f they were all with one accord
in one place after the ascension of
OUT Llordrd on which occasion they re-
ceived the gift off anguest agues or different
languages that they might impart the
gospel to foreign nations in our own
coultrycouptry at the present time the d ayy is
generally celebrated by all our citizens
of foreign birth the germaugerman element
of our population especially devoting
great attention to it and keeping as a
holiday not only whit sunday but the
foilfollfollowingwwinging day whit monday in allail
our episcopalian catholic and letb
eranran churches special services appropr-
iatea te to the occasion are holdheld

among the ancient hebrews our
whit sunday which was their day of
pentecost was a species of harvest
bornebome it was calculated from the sec-
ond

sec-
and day of the passover the sixteenth
of

general and joyous as is the cele-
bration of whit sunday among such
SDan immense majority of the whole
christianChristiav world both in our own and
all foreign lands it is almost impossi-
ble to find any one outside of the
clergy who knows or can tell anything
of its origin history and true stsignifi-
cance

nial
though it tois richer in quaint 0old

folklorefolk lore peculiar custom sports
superstitions legends and traditions
than any other day be it castor festi
valinval in the whole twelve months
jewish children young men and wo
aaen are much better posted on this
subject than those of the Christiiku

ffaith they will tell you that the
hebrew law prescribed that a reckon-
ing be kept form the sabbath of the
passover to the morrow after the corncom
jpletlon of the seventh week which
would of course be the fiftieth day
after the passover

this period included the hebrew
grain harvest which commenced with
the first sheath of barley gathered at
the passover and ended with the mak-
ing on the dahlof pentecost of two
loaves of leavenedleaveneM bread from the flfinestnest
wheat fl jur of the new crop thus in
the whit sunday of the Christchristeanlan
church we see another instance of stiv

of a christian for a jew-
ish festival as in the case of the re
placingrg of the hebrew passover with
the christian easter yet as is the
case with many holy days of the
Cbcrristianristian church it is generally

thought by antiquarians that our
whitsuntide was also identified with
one otof the great summer festivals of
the pagans of western europe

among the english pepeasantrypeeantrysantry from
the oarearliestliest christian times down to
tho present day the most elaborate
folk ceremoniescere of the whole year have
boonbeen performed on whit sunday
armong the most notable of those is
what is called the ale ale
wart so universally a drink among the
early english that by its association
witti various festivals it has added
moromore than one new word to our
language notably bridal J a corrup-
tion of bride ale 21 which was a term
applied to ale of a peculiar quality and
strength spspecially brewed in honor of
the bride at a wedding tuetoe ale used
at whitsuntide or the whiten i ale
was remarkable for its strength and
was consumed by an assemblage of the
whole parishpariah usually held in somerome barn
near the church the ale was dis
fenced to those present by the church
wardens and the profits wisingarising from
itits sale were devoted to a fund for the
repair of the church two persons
previously chosen wereleae designated aa
lordford and lady of the ale a sort of
throne was erected for theom atone onaend
of the I1 arnam and they were attended by
their steward sword bearer and other
officials toe persons filling these
offices were frequently paid small
sums for their services and in the old
church wardenswarde accounts in the engl-
ish parish churches there frequently
occurred such entries as to
her that was I1 idydy of the ale at whit
suau tide by consent ah

B at of all the old english sports of
whitsuntide the greatest favorite was
the morris dance this is belbelievedlevid to
tiahm e deenbeen derived from spain through
the moorsmoore and its name is regarded as
a corruption of the spanish moriscoMorl a
moor originally danced by five per
foformers it at length customary
to have it performed either by a single
irindividual or as many asaa cared to par-
ticipate in it there was finally grafted
on to it some features of an old english
country dance performed at certain
periods in honor of robin hood and
nishis outlaws fromfrem which circumstance
a female pparticipating in it was called a

maid mrianmarian 111 1 after one of robin
hoods sweethearts one of take most
distinctive features of the morris dance
wasa pair of garbers hung with bells
and worn by each of the dancers

in 1699 william kemp a celebrated
pomcomedianedlan of the reign of queen jeez
bothbeth danced the morris all the way
from london to norwich this fact
at the time of its performance was con-
sideredd one of the most remarkableWatever attemptedtempted kemp published a
most interesting and curious pamphlet
giving a full account of his adventures
en route and his wonderful
continued bobeato be a theme of popular al-
lusion for many yearsyear aafterwardf ter ward all
along tuethe way checthe country people
turned out to greet ththe dancer in such
crowds that at tilimpsrues it was with great
difficulty he could make his way
through them he was entertained by
the nobility and gentry during hisbis
progress and on his arrival at norwich
was publicly received by the mayor
with great honor

one of the most amusing passages in
kemps curious book one otof the rarest
and most valuable in vaymy collection of

folklorefolk lore leis where be tells how fta
sturdy butcher one of those gigantic
handlers of beef cattle who seem to
have a wonderful power of absorbing
the strength and lustilustinessneeli of the great
animals in which they deal under-
took to dance the morris with him
from bury to bury but became
completely exhausted and was very
reluctantly obliged to give up before
they had danced half a mile kemp
then goes on to say in his quaint
style As he and I1 were parting a
lusty country lasse being among the
people called him faintheartedfaint hearted lout
sayingyingfla itif I1 had begun to dance I1
would have held out one mile though
it had cost me my life at which wordsworder
many laughed nayagnay saith she alfif
the dancer will lend me a lease of his
bellsbelle I1 will venture to tread one mile
with him myself I1 looked upon her
saw mirth I1ina her eyes heardbeard boldness
itlo10 her words and behel 1 her ready to

up her petticoatecoste I1 fitted
her up with bellsbelle which she merrily
taking garnished her thick short logslegs
with and with a smooth brow bade
the cabrer begin the drum
forward farcht I1 with my merry
mayde marian who her fat
sides and footed it merrily to melford
befog a longmylelong myle I1 hade her adieu
and to give ner her due she had a
good eare daunet trulyand we parted
friontrienestriendsds 21

dancing of almost any kind tois said
to be among the healthiest ard most
conclusivecondu sive to longevity of all occupy
bious but morris dancing would seem
entitled to the palm in those respects if
we are to believe a 1 printed
during the reign of james 1I which
states that the united ages of tentell re-
tired morris dancers then living in
herefordshireHereford shire amounted to 1200 years
while of eight others the youngest was
seventy nine and the oldest years
morris continued to be a fa
evorite whitsuntide diversion in engl-
and down to the early years of the
present century and waswah publicly
danced in goswell street road lndon as late as asam 1826

dawn to the middle of the seven
century the representation of

mysteriesiest and 41 miracle plays
always took place at whitsuntide
throughout great britain and in many
countries of contineconfine tal europe they
were dramatic spectacles devised dur-
ing the middle ages when the bible
was an interdictedinterdicted book to instruct
the people in sacred story the amysmys-
teries represented the narratives of
the old and nownew testaments while
the Imirmiracleacre plays delineated the
lives of the saints originally written
anti acted by monks they continued a
favorite whitsuntide diversiondive for
nesineailyy two centuries after the reforeforma-
tion

riTaa

for they were strongly condemned
by some churchmen among them
baing wickliffe and his followers as a
profane treatment of facret subjects
yet luther gave them his sanction
saying that in hlahis opinion such
spectacles otenorten drdo more good and
produce more impression than ser-
mons

these religious dramas were usually
performed in churches though fre-
quently in cemeteries market places
and public squares as well three
stages were usually erected one
above the other upon the highest
was a representation of the Crecreator


