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Tolay is *Whit Bunday?’ or **Whit-

suntide,” whioh in the calendar of the
Roman Catholio, Episcopalian and
J.utheran churches isa proclaimed the
grealest, most important and most joy-
ous religious featival of the entire year,
with the exception of Christmas and
Easter. Throughout Great Britaln
and the whole continent of Europe it
is quite as generally and elaborately
celebrated by all claeses and ranks,
“from ‘the highest to the lowest, as are
‘those two other great festivals with
which it is co-equal. In one gemnse it
k8 even greater and its celebration even
snore general than that of Christmas
«1 Euster, for it 18 vwot only a Christ.
n1as festival but a Jewish one as well,
the event which it commmemorates in
the Christiao church having occured
on the Hebrew Day of Pontecost,
That Clristian event wag the descent
of the Holy Ghost'on the Apostles
when “they were all with one aceord
in one place,” after the ascension of
our Lard, on which occasion they re-
ceived the gift ef t :ngues or Jdifferent
languages thatthey might lhispart the
Gospel Lo foreign nations.
couptry at the present time the div is
generallycelebrated by all our citizens
of foreign birth, the Germau eiement
©f our population, especially, devoting
great attention to it and keeping as a
boliday not only Whit Bunday but the
following day, Whit Mondsy. In ail
our Episcopalian, Cathollie apmd Luth-
eran churches apecial services appropri-
“aie to the occawsion are held.

"Ambpg the anclent Hebrews: our
Whit Sunday, which was their day of
Pentecost, was B spucies of harvest
hionmie. [t was calculated from the sec-
ond day of the Pasaover, the sixteenth
of Nisan.

General and joypus as s the cele-
Pration of Whit Bunday among such
an immense majority of the whole
Christian world bolh in our own and
all foreign lands, it is almost impossi-
ble to find any one outside of the
clergy, who knows orcan tellanything
of its origin, history and true siinlfl-
cance, though it is richer in quaint old
folk-inre, ' peculiar oustoms, sports,
supersiitions, legends and traditions
than any other day—be it fast or festi-
val—in the whole tweive months.
Jewish children, young men and wo-
men, are much better posied on this
subject than those of the Christiin
faith. Tkey will tell you that the
MHebrew law prescribed that s reckon-
ing be kept form the Sabbath of tne
Paszsover to the morrow alter the com
pletion of the seventh week, which
would, of course, be the flftieth day
after the Passover.

This period ineluded the Hebrew
grain harvest which commenced with
the fArst sheath of barley gathered at
the Vassuver and ended with the mak-
ing. on the daylof Pentecost, of two
Jonves of leavened bread from the finest
wheat fl iur of the new crop. Thus in
the Whit Bunday of the Christian
Chnrch we see another instance of the
substilution of a Christian for a Jew-
ish "festival as in.the case ol the re-
placing of the Hebrew Passover wilh

tho Christian $aster. Yet asis the
case with many holy days of the
it is generally
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thought by antiquariams that our
Whitsuntide was alse identified with
one of the great summer festivals of
th.s Pagansof Western Europe.

Among the English pesantry from
the earliest Christian times down to
the present day, the most elaborate
folk ceremonles of the whole year have
been performed on Whit Bundhy.
Arapng the most notable of those is
what is called the Whissun ale. Ale
wat 8o univeraally adrink among the
early English that by its association
witl various festivals it has added
more than one new word (o our
language— notably “bridal,*’ a corrup-
tion of *hbride-ale,* which was a term
applied to ale of a peculiar quality and
strength, speclally brewed in honor of
the hirideat a wedding. Tuae ale used
at Whitsuntide, or the Whitsu , ale,
waes remarkable for its strength and
was consumed by an assernbiage of the
whole parish usuaily held in some barn
near the churct. The ale was die-
penced to those present by the ghurch
wardens, and the profits arising from
tts sale were devoted to a fund for the
repair of the church. Two persons,
previousiy chopen, were designated a3
tord and lady of the ale, a solt of
throne was erected for them ab.one end
of the L arn, and they were attended hy
their steward, sword-bearer and other
officials. Thne persons filling these
officen were frequently paid smali
sums for theil services, and in the old
ohurch wardens’ accounts in the Eny-
lish parish churches there frequently
occurred such eutries ap ‘‘Payde to
her that was 1wy of the ale at Whilt-
su’ tide, by conseant, 54,

Bat of allthe old English sporis of
Wpitsuntide the greatest favorite was
the Morrie dance. This is believed to
iias e Heen derived from Bpain through
the Moors, and ite name is regarded ap
a corruplion of the Bpanish Morisco, a
Moor. Originally danced by five per-
foriners, it at length pecame customary
w0 lhave it performed elther by a single
individua) or as many as cared to par:
ticipate in it. T'here was finally grafted
on o it some features ot an old English
country dance performed at cerlain
periods in honor of Robin Hood and
ajs outlaws, from which circumstance
a female participating in it was called a
“Mald Marian,’® afier one of Robin
Hoeod?’s sweethearts. One of the most
distnetive featuree of the Morrisdance
wa8 & pair of garyers hung with belis
and worn by each of the dancers

In 1699 William Kemp, a celebrated
comedian of the reizn of Queen XEliza-

oth, danced the Morris all the way
trom Lopdon to Norwich, This fact
at the time of its performance was con-
&a’[@d one of the most remarkable
€ attempted. Kemp publiched a
most interesting and curious pamphlet
giving a full account of his adventures
wn route, and his wonderful exploint
continued {o be a theme of popular al-
lusion for many yeure afterward, All
alony thHe way the conntry people
turned out tn greet the danger in-such
crowds that at tiroes it was with great
Jdifficulty he coouid make his way
through them, He wasentertained by
the nobility and gentry during his
progress, and on his arrival at Norwich
was publicly received by the mayor
with great honor.

One of the mns! amusing passages in
Kemp’s curlous book-—~sne ot the rarest
apd most valuable in my ecollectlon of
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folk-lore—ie where he tella how a
sturdy butcher—one of thore gigantic
handlers of beef cattle who seem to
have s wonderful power of absorbing
the strength and lustiness of the great
animals in which they deal—under-
took to dance the morrie with him
from Sundbury to Bury, but bevame
completely exbausted and was very
reluctantly obliged to give up bhefore
they had danced half a mile. Kemp
then goes on to say,in his quaint
atyle: *Asheand I were parting, a
lusty country lasse being among the
people, called him faint-hearted lout,
saying: ‘If I had begun tv uaoce I
would have held out one miie though
it bhad cost me my life,” at which words
many laughed. <Nay,’ saith she, ‘If
the dancer will lend me a lease of his
bells [ will venture to tread one mile
with him mysell.? I looked upot her,
saw mirth in her eyes, heard boldness
ip her worde, and beheld her ready to
tuckle up her russat petticoate, I fitted
her up with belis, which she merrily
taking, garnished ber thlok short legs
with, and with a smooth brow bade
the tabrer begin. The drum strucke;
forward marcht, I with 'my merry
Mayde Marian, who shooke her fat
sides and footed it merrily to Melford,
beiag a long myle. 1 hade her adieu,
and, to give ner her due,she hada
good eare, daunst truly,and we parted
triénds.”?

Danging of almost any kind is said
to be among the healthiest and most
condusive to longevity of all ccoupa-
tious, but Morria daneing would seem
entitled to the palm {n those reapects If
we are to believe a jamphlet printed
during the reign of James I, which
states that the unifed ages of Lenre-
tired Morris dancers then living lo
Herefordshire ameunted to 1200 years,
while of eight others the youngest was
seventy-nine and the oldeat 109 years.
Morr!s dancing continued to bea fa-
vorlte Whitsuntide diversion in Kng-
land down to the early years of the
present century, an waie publicly
Jdunced in Goszwell street Road, Lon-
don, as late as as 1826,

Down to the middle of the seven-
teenth century the representsfion of
tmysteries’” apd ‘‘miracle plays’?
alwaye took place at Whitsuntide
throughout Great Britain and in many
countries of contiae tal Eyrope. They
were dramatic spectacles devised dur-
ing the middle ages—when tbe Bible
wae an interdicted book—to instruct
the people in sacred story. The‘‘mys-
teries’? represented the narratives of
the Old and New Testaments, while
the ‘*miracle plays?’ delineated the
lives of the sainte. Originally written
and acted by monks,they continued a
tavorite Whitsuntide dijversion (ol
nesi1ly two centuries after the reforma-
tion, for they werestrongly cohdemned
by some churchmen—among them’
peing Wickliffe and his followets—an a
profane treatment of sacred subjects,
yet Luther gave them his sanction,
saying that in-his opinion ‘SBuch
spectacles o‘ten dn wore good and
produce more Impression than ser-
mons. *

These religious dramag were-usnally
performed in churches, though f(re.
quantly in cemeteries, market places
and publie squages as well, Three
stages were usually erected—one
above the other. Upon the highest
was B representation of the Creator



