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editor deseret news dear sir
agreeable to request I1 improve the
first convenient opportunity to pen a

j few lineslinea for your columns relative to
my late mission to the sandwich is-
lands which may not be uninteresting
to some of your many readers
at the april conference of 18561836 1I in

i company with eleven others was call-
i ededonon a mission to the sandwich is-

lands in response to this call I1 start
ed on the day of may following and
drove an ox team as far as california
after arriving there I1 worked in the
harvest field at 2 per day to raise mon-
ey to pay my passage across the water
I1 arrived at the islands september
in company with EeldersI1 dersaF AA mitchell
wmwin naylor franklin W young

winvm B wright wmwin france and EARA
rosebose here we met a number of el-
ders from zion who had been laboring
on the islands for years and had ob-
tained a knowledge of the language

the saints at this time numbered
rising of throughout the group
on the ath of october a general confer-
ence of all the elders from zion on the
mission muar acno
asandisland of mani where we had a general
time of rejoicing in which many hun-
dreds of native participated at
the close of this conference the elders

1 were distributed over the different
islands my lot was cast upon the
island of manialani under the presidency of
elder lip P richards he spending his
time traveling among the branches
while I1 devoted my whole time and
thought to the study of the language
I1 stustudieddied hard and prayed earnestly to
the almighty to assist msme so that by
faith and perseverance I1 boonsoon acquired
a sufficient knowledge thereof tyaff enable
me to speak to the people in their own
tongue I1 had been on the islands
three and a half months when I1 began
speaking in meeting attending to fam-
ily prayer ac in hawaiian

I1 stoppedstopped a good portion of the first six
months at WallWailwailukuuku a place once fami-
liar to yourself the citizens thereof
often spoke of and referred to the days
of and of the early
rise of the church and the translation
of the book of Mmormonrmon ac upon the
islands A part of each day I1 devoted
to studying the language the remain-
der I1 spent talking chatting with the
natives ac preaching on what I1 had
learned

my second six months wereltspent
upon the island of hawaii thetho largestt
of the group here I1 gave the most of
my time to traveling and preaching I1
traveled around the island in company
with elder eli bell a distance of seve-
ral hundred miles performing the en-
tire journey on foot the country is
very mountainous and a great portion
of it covered with rough broken lava
thrown up by volcanic eruptions this
soon tore the shoes from ouroar feet and
compelled us to travel a good portion of
the way barefoot although at times our
feet wtwerere bleeding and our legs so swol-
len that we could scarcely get one foot
before the otnerother we preached to the
people the gospel of life and tried to do
our duty and many times went hun-
gry wet and cold

at the end of this six months all the
elders whom we found on the mission
were released to return home leaving
us llewliewnew elders with elder H bigler
who had been resentre sent to the islandsajasas
our tto look after the entire af-
fairs of the mission I1 was appointed
to preside over the island of lanai the
island selected for a gathering place

the saints upon which quite a number
0off families had gathered

in the month of september 1 had
the misfortune to get my arm broken
aindand my wrist dislocated through being
attacked by a wild cow in the moun-
tains I1 was forced to travel some 20
miles before obtaining medical aid du-
ring which timotime I1 suffered the most ex-
cruciatingcruciating papainin I1 was laid up several
monthmonthss wlwithth mmyy arm and even now
feel the effects of the fracture

in the spring of 58 the elders were
all called home leaving the natives to
take care of themselves aaas best they
could we placed the most reliable
native elders we could find tota preside
over the different conferences gave
them the best instructions we could
and on may sailed for america on
board the barquebarille yankee our purses
being empty we had to go in the steer-
age having no place to stay or sleep in
except down below on the freight
which consisted of oil casks molassesmolassessea
barrels and old raw hides A vile in-
sult was extended to us the day we left
honolulu the custom house had
just been robbed of about an
officer of government came on board
saying he was authorized to search the
ship and the trunks of all the passen-
gers on board for the said money he
searched our trunks carpet bags ac
very closely then left the vessel with-
out looking any farther while there
were many other passengers on board
I1 have since learned that they have
found no clue to the robbery after I1
returned to zion I1 kept up a correspon-
dence with some of the leading elders
on the islands giving them from time
to time such instructions counsel ac
as I1 thought waswaa calculated to gheercheer
encouragee and strengthen them inin our
holy religion

in the month of february ga 1I re
cejacet cd a letterredger written bybraibralgixeixw of Lbebest
native elders in the church there set-
ting forth the doings of walter M gib-
son from zion as contrary to the teach-
ings examples etc of the elders who
had formerly been over them I1 gave a
translation of this letter to president
young upon which he selected elders
E T benson lorenzo snow joseph F
smith wm W cluff and myself to go
to the islands and investigate matters
regulate thetile affairs of the church and
rrenew the work of the lord there ac-
cordingly on the ad of march followfollowingng
we took our departure by staestage going
west and in 24 days were in Mnornohonolululululuiu
the capital of the sandwich islands
wewo immediately sailed for the island of
mani thence to the island of lanai
where gibson was residing Uupon in-
vestigationvestigation we found that all whwhich had
been written was true and that the
story had not been half told he was
deprived of his elders certificate and cut
off fromfroin the church during the stay of
elders snow and benson and things
put in order as far as possible since
that time gibson has denied to outsiders
that he has ever had anything to do with
the mormon church

elders benson and snow having ac-
complishedcomplis liedhed wetufe work for which they
were sent sailed for home in april
leaving bros JT F smith cluff and
myself there to labor with the peopleae

we devoted our timetimo traveling through
the mission organizingreorganizingre the branches
and according to the best of our ability
establishing the church anew instruct-
ing and encouraging the saints baptiz-
ing new members and correcting the
many erroneous ideas and principles in-
troducedtrod by gibson

in june following elders john BR
young and benjamin cluffarrived from
zion and joined us in the labor of the
ministry in the october following J
F smith W W cluffand J ER young
were released to return home leaving
bro B cluff and myself alone upon the
island bro cluff not knowing the
language at this time the labor of look-
ingI1ng after thetho affairs of the mission fell
upon my shoulders which duty I1
stepped forward and discharged with
willingness to the best of my ability

in the following december elders F
A hammond and G were sent
tuto theIsthe islandslaulanAs to buy a piece ofor land suit-
able forforanoraa gathering place for the saints
and adapted to the culture of cotton
sugar cane rice ac A purchase of

acres was made upon the island of

oahubahu price dollars someborne twelve
families including br B bluffscluffs and
mine were subsequently sent to this
land for two years we experimented
in cotton raising but did not succeed
buffioendenaly to justify a continuation of
the business last year we began the
culture of sugar cane which we have
reason to believe can be made a paying
business with capital enough to back
it up A sugar mill is now in process
of erection which is calculated to pro-
duce pounds of sugar per day the
mill when completed will probably cost

or dollars quite a number
of native saints have gathered from the
difdlfdifferent islands to thisthia land and
are now engaged in growing cane we
could not get them to engage in the
cultivation of cotton neither in cane
until they saw a mill going up they
had been so badly swindled by gibson
that as Isa burnt child dreads the fire 11

they hadbad almost lost all confidence inin
the white man but now they feel en-
couragedcouraged to go ahead and try and do
something for themselvesvesTes

moral persuasion goes but a little
way with them A goodgoad sugar mill
and established business
which is likely to prove lucrative to
them in a pecuniary point of view will
do more to gather them around isthan
all the preach ings a dozen smart elderaelders
can do we believe that they are of
the house of israel bbi they seem to
attach but little importance to matters
of religion they are a people easily
influenced and easy to lead away hav-
ing but little stability they are quick
and excitable but sowsoonboon fall back into
their old stereotypedsterotyped heathenish and
susuperstitiousL notions and ideas many
totodaydday believe in their ancient gods
and idolsois and even worship them

having been released by president
young from that mission with permis-
sion to return home I1 with my family

carcat on tilatilezhethe
wt dfjimiyaly last and arrived there in
safety after a passage of 22 daysdabs sailing

miles we reached our moun-
tain home june 15 all alive and rea-
sonably well having come by stage a
quick but hard trip from Calicallcaliforniacalifernforn a
here where we met with friends and 1

saints who made us more than wel-
come my heart waswag filled with joy
unspeakable on again beholding the
zion we love and again breathing our
pure moumountain air after an absence of
near four and a half years which ad-
ded to my former mission make over
seven years devoted to the sandwich
islanders the happiest moments of
my lifeilfe have been when I1 have been
standing before that people and in
their own tongue in honest simplicity
declaring to them the principles of life
and salvation and that joseph smith
was a prophet of the living god and
that his lawful successor now leadsleadslends this
people and that god lives rules and
reigns my heart feels upward and on-
ward and alive in mormonismniem and
ready to try and do my duty god bebeingirig1119

1

my helper
on my arrival home having a family

to support and no means but my hands 1

I1 felt to 1loseioseose no time but to embrace the
first opportunity to go to work an
opening soon offered as foreman under
brother john W young on the railroad
contract in echo canon I1 was at home
but six days before I1 embarked in this
enterprise and here I1 am trying to do
my duty and labor for the interest of
my employer I1 feel first rate we have
good times good meetings on sundays
and attend to our prayers regularly eve-
ningsn we number about 50 men and
teams inn proportion I1 find no time to
bobe idle

uafuapaupapi mekeme ke aloha nulnui
ALMA L SMITHsmitha f

GREEN kiverriven ferbyFERRY
aug 1868

president brigham young we ar-
rivedri ved here and crossed in safety todayto day
the health of the camp is now good
there have been quite a number of
cases efof sickness but nothing very seri-
ous we buried two infantsinfanta that were
both sick before coming into the train
no other deaths nothing has ococcurredcurrea
to mar the happiness or peace of the
train except an indian raid on our ani-
mals on the aeh dinst while in camp
for noon and iuin the very act of getting

up the stock for the afternoons drive
two indians rode in among the baud
and succeeded in driving offabout forty
five head of our best animals bomesome
thirty of the boys started on mule and
horseback in pursuit and headed off
all the animals in about five orbr sksix
miles with the exeeexceptiontion of five which
the indians seemed determineddetermined to eaeap
ture and part of the boys
as determined they should not aftenaafter a
hard ride of about thirty milesmilea somebome
few of the boys succeeded in overtaking
them when a contest ensued kindand one
indian waswab killed and the other mor-
tally

mor-
ally wounded the boys sustainsustained

1

ed aono
injury whatever althoughh five hottshots
were fired among the herdersbedders while
driving up the stock but happily with
no fatal result

our animals are all in very good eoneoa
and if no serious accident hap-

pens we expect to reach salt lake city
by the of this month

trusting that allali is well with you as
it is with us we remain your brother
in the gospel

onesterCHESTER LOVELAND capt
EN B clerk

LIST OF passengers
in captain gresterchester LovMoveelandslands tawntamnto ginain

louis hansenhausen ElizellzeilzabethElizabelhabelliI1 reese eliza-
beth williams and two children gama-
liel briscoe A de gray wife and five
children benjbeni bartlettBartlet andtand wife john
evans and wife joseph perkins and
sister fred culmer wife and fourfear
children nancy west and two chil-
dren john savage and wife robent
guttridge wife and daughter james
turner wife and five children edward
baynham wife and son mariamarla fleming
and son evan jones ann philliphillipsps
mary worsley ann powell james
griffiths wife and two children amo-
lia

ame-
lia

ame-
iI1 mullett and two sonsbons mary ann
croft NV D thomas florence Ccopa
IV aurdy JameJamea Purdy IV studeStuderHern

wife and child L D ruddbudd
wife and child A N macMaemacfarlandFarland wife
and four children mary taylor and
daughter J jenkins and sister anna
martin and child R pickering and
daughter peter mckinnon cgeorgegeorge
harstonhaiston joseph mullett wife and
two children lavinia Picblepickeringkeringbering
samuel hale wife and two daugh-
ters edward susan ferguson 1

J H barber J walker G F dare
mary coslett and five childenchildren OSolo
peter warner and wife wmwin nicholas
wife and child mary walterswaiters and two
daughters sarah eynon elizabeth
angel anaauaand four children ff mansell
wife and three daughters F laver andandana
sons Elizabethellzabeth Brewerbrewen and four chil-
dren louis T jones and four children
john wickham elizabeth bentley andand
three sons john eames wife and seven
children baduelsamuel eames BR J davis
wmwin Wwadeade wife and child isaaac
evans C J mullett and wife john
lowe wife and four childrenchildre J wor-
thington

i

thington J gleve wife andniinilnivefiveve chil-
dren G durrant and t aiofro brothers G
brennemanTrenneman wife and child sarah
evansevane F street wife and eight chil-
dren E faulkner lifesonwife son and daugh-
ter elizabeth hill and five children
eliza latlatter J cjones0 jones henryderildwife and ehchild mary and two
children oswald blumellBlemeilemell winwm ince
wife and son lettice retford and three
children helen crosby sarah cope
and son john kirkham wife and son
J todd keziahKeziahHallhall luke shaw andana
two sisisters J perkins and two sons
emma alienallen eliza harrison J beau-
mont and wife W chapman and wife
daniel and elizarilzaelizaellza powell elizabeth
timson and five children E morgan
wife and five children H smart wife
and four children J and
child W C white wife and two chil-
dren D justet and five children J
L grundhand wife and two children
elizabeth hill and five children anna
jenkins and five children H cottlocottle
and daughter L I1 haesher and wife
elizabeth cousins mary ann cousins
D lunn wife and six children jane
lunnluna and daughter william saundersdera
winewife and daughter barsarahbarabab priscilla ell-
en and rebecca cato hylanhyjan davis
lay popowellwellweil wm cope lot adams
john muir elizabeth moore S8 hare
wife and seven children jessy wool-
ridge rhoda watson J turner wife
and two children


