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of our individuality but we shall proy
ably holdbold our own

but your excellency is china now
really open to the world

yes was the reply
can you notice any material changes

going on I1
1 I think so replied his excellency

but you must remember that our
country is very large we have an
enormous number of people and it
takes time to move such great massesanaln attempt to change matters quickly
would be very likely to create a revolu-
tion you will understand the danger
when I1 tell you that there are tens otof
millions of chinese who have never seen
a foreigner and who know practically
nothing about foreign matters the
only way to make changes in china is by
education it is by this means that
china may be led to modern
methods such education isis not a mat-
ter otof days but of yearsears I1 believe the
time will come atenwhen our people will
select from your civilization thethe best
things in it and will add them to those
which we now have the bad elements
of our civilization will be eliminated
andod it may be that the new civilization
the chinese civilization of the ftfutureiture
willbe better than anything which exists
today

how about the building of railroads
m chinalchina your excellency

we are pushing right ahead along
such lines was the reply the road
from tien tsin to peking will be com-
pleted in june and you will then be able
to go from the seashore to the capital by
rail

where will the peking road end
your excellency

it will go to the very gates of the

acktcity the distance is from eighty to
luninetyy miles and fast trains will probably
take you from tien tsin to peking in
about two hours at present the
journeyy requires from one to three days
according to the route whetherhether by river
or by land

how about other railroads
we have you know a very good

line from tien tsin to the Shan
on the edge of manchuria this is well
built and the trains run regulregularlyrl 11

how about the line to han kowwr
that line is also being pushed 01 said

mr wu ting fang it will run
through one cf the most populous parts
of china and will go south through
some of the best ofof our provinces
touching large cities otof every lewjew miles
era are now great car works at hanyangang a little bit above han kow and
all sorts of railroad machinery are being
made there 21

howH ow about factories are many new
ones being built

yes but these are constructed by
the chinese merchants and business
men and not by the government
there is a large cotton mill at han kow
hundreds otof miles in the interior there
are other mills at shanghai including
silk mills I1

how about the japanese at the
dose of the war they expected to do a
great deal of manufacturing in china
did they not

yes I1 know they did replied his
excellency wn ting fang 1I hey in-
vestigatedvestigatedted the situation andand made many
plans but so far they have not carried
them cut I1 do not know what they
will do in the future

but your excellency do you think

the japanese could do much in china I1
have always thought the chinese
superior to the japanese in business
ability

there is little doubt of that replied
the chinese minister the japanese
are very quick to grasp at new things
the chinese are careful about going in-
to anything they do not understand
still they are very determined and sure
they are reliable and sale and such
progress as they make will be perma-
nent 11

what are our missionaries doing in
china

1 I think that the medical missionaries
are doing great good replied the
minister they are earnest able men
and women they heal the sick and
they are introducing modernmodem medical
ideas mongamong the people

how about the other missionaries i
ohob replied his excellency they

are like all other kinds of men some
are good and some are bad there are
black sheep in every flock and the mis-
sionariession aries are no exception still they
do some good they teach the practice
of morality and virtue and people who
teach such things will always make some
converts

will they ever convert the whole
chinese nation

no replied his excellency with a
laugh do yon realize how many
keoplepeople we are and how long our religion
hasas lasted such a conversion will be
impossible

1 I have often wondered your excel-
lency said 1I whether this great
chinese brain which invented gunpow-
der printing the marinmarineromarinersma erser s compass and
other things may not turn back to anven
tipa again the bringing in of our ideas
and civilization may stimulate it and it
may produce many new things

that may be so 1 I was the reply
some of your scientific men who have
lived in china say that our people are
griatgreat imitators that we can copy any-
thing but that we cannot invent or
originate now that may be so but I1
doubt it the trouble with us today is
that we have no incentive to inventions
as you have here in america we have
no copyright laws and no patent laws
if a man writes a book he does not want
to publish it for any printer near by can
get autanout an edition and compete with
him if a man has an idea for a labor-
saving device he keeps it to himself or
perhaps makes only one or two
machines if he tried to sell the
machines other men would copy them
and he would have no protection if we
had patent laws I1 think the chinese
would display their former inventive
power I1 dont see why not

how could such laws be secured
I1 asked

very easily replied the minister
anyamy of our great statesmen might sug-

gest or memorialize the emperor if it
seemed good to him he would put out a
decree establishing a patent law and the
law would be enforced pi

have you seen many evidences of
inventiveaventive genius existing among the
chineseh esel

no I1 cannot say I1 have replied the
minister but our people are you
know a very ingenious people and I1
have no doubt that many wonderful in
mentionsvent ions have been created in the past
and lost because there was no patent law
to foster or preserve them we have
instances of such things in our history

you are now talking here of your
vehicles which go without horseshorsesandand
other such inventions now it is a fact
well known to every chinese gentleman
that one of our great generals of the
past who lived during the latter ranhan
dynasty about A D invented
wooden horses and buffaloes to be used
for military purposes these horses
were worked by means of machinery
placed in their insides and they moved
rapidly over the earth carrying men on
their backs were used in
and it was by means of them that this
general conquered the enemy every
chinese boy knows otof that invention
but the details of it have been lost anaand
never rediscovered I1 have no doubt
that we have invented many other things
which have met with a like late

at this moment one of the chinese
secretaries called upon the minister and
our interview closed upon leaving the
minister gave me his latest photograph
writing at my request his autograph in
english and chinese upon its face the
photograph was made by a chinese pho-
tographerto at shanghai and is as good as
any of the photographs which are made
in america
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I1 havebare been reading with interest

a great deal concerningconcer nr the grand
jubilee to be heldbold at salt lake city
in july next and the pains taken to
prepare for thehe same alsoalio to gotget aboth
ablis otof all those who arrived in 1147
my father albert dinuth arrived there
iu 1847 from california but before wow
notgot to bait lake I1 waswaa advised to go
back to california until springopting

I1 would not have written butbat sever-
al were telling weme I1 ought to write
somethingeom ething otof what we pastedpacked through
I1incomingcominga to the valleysvalley of she moun-
tainsbains we lived to nauvoo from the
commencement budand it Is pretty well
known the trying times that we hadbad
to go through morebere until the
had to leave their homeshome and go to thothe
mountainsmountain my father albert smithsmithy
being called uvon went with thothepl and 1I smith and
mother esther smith with three
other children emily candace and
joseph remaremainedinea behind but getting
n opportunity with brother dawndame

WOwe started onn our way to albanpisgah I1driving team father met 06u onOD
wilyway and atteralter stopping at elagahpisgah a
shortabort time we had the opportunity of
going wilb brother tote winkwin
terlet quarters and then the chorab
waswa called upon by the U 8 govern-
ment torfor livefive buibundredadrea volunteervol
to enlist jimin their service in the war
against mixton it being considered

the men were lurnis bed and
albert smith and smith were
wo of the number leaving mother

and three children with the church
and bolding what money we could
spare of our pay back to them

at sanban diego we drew our musketsmu keto
and cartridge boxes knape acke steeto
which made out a pretty good babarross
but we got a team and wagon to totake
them on Asaa terfor the hardship that we
passed through in travelingraveling that ionicjon
distancediBtanoe to california I1 have notenoll


