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of our iodividuality, but we shall prob”
ably hold our own.’?

*‘But, your excellency, is China now
really open to the world?"*

‘““Yes,”” was the reply.

“Can you notice any material changes
going on?** 5

“I think s0,”” replied his excellency,

“but you must remember 1hat our
country is very large. We have an
enortmeus number of and it

eople,

takes time to move su&;ggreat MASSes.
An ajtempt to change matters quickly
would be very likely to create a revolu-
tion. You will understind the danger
when I tell you that there are tens of
milligns of éhinese who have never seen
a foreigner, and who know practically
nothing about foreign matters The
only way to make changes In China is by
education. It is by "this means that
China may be led to addopt modern
methods. Such education is not a mat-
ter ot days, but of years. 1 believe the
time will come when our people will
select from your civilization the best
things in it, and will add them to those
which we now liave. The bad elements
of our civilization will be eliminated,
and it may be that the new civilization,
the Chinese civilization of the future,
wilLbe better than anything which exisis
today.”*

"How about the building ¢f raiiroads
mn China, your excellencyi’’

“We are pushing right abead along
such lines,”’ was the reply. *‘The road
from Tien Tsin to Peking will be com-
pleted in June, and you will then be able
to &9 froo: the seashore to the capital by
raik."”

‘“Where will the Peking road end,
your excellehcy?'’

“It will go to the very gates of the
city. The distance is from eighty to
ninety miles, and fast trains will probably
take you from Tizn Tsin to Peking in
about two hours. At present the
journey requires from cne to three days,
according to 1he route, whether by river
or by land.”

“*How about other railroads?*”

"“We have, you kmow, a very good
line from Tien Tsin to the Shanhaikwan,
on the edge of Manchuria. This is well
built, and the trains run regularly.”’

“How about the line to Han Kow?"”

¢*That line is also being pushed,” said
Mr. Wu Tin% Fang. ‘It will run
through one ¢f the most populous parts
of China, and will go south through
some of the best of our provinces,
touching large cities ot every tew miles.
There are now great car works at Han
Yang, a litue bit above Han Kow, and
all soris of railroad machinery are being
made there.”

*“How about factories? Are manhy new
ones being built?*

“Yes; but these are coostructed by
the Chinese merchants and/ business
men, and not by the government.
There Is a large cotton mill at Han Kow,
hundreds of miles in the interior. There
are other mills at Shanghai, including
silk mills.”

**How about the Japanese. At the
¢lose of the war they expected tg do a
great deal of manutacturing in China,
did they not?*

“Yes, I know they did,” replied his
excellency, Wn Ting Fang. 1 hey in-
vestigated the situation and made many
plans, but so far they have not carried
them c<ut. I do not know what they
will do in the future.”

“But, your excellency, do you think

the Japanese could do much in China? I
have always thought the =~ Chinese
superior to the Japanese in business
ability.”

**“There is little doubt of that,'* replied
the Chinese minister. ‘‘The Japanese
are very quick to grasp at new things
The Chinese are careful aboul going in-
to anything they do not understand.
Still they are very determined and sure,
They are reliable and safe, and such
progress as they make will be perma-
nent *

“*What are gur missionaries doipg in
China?”

“Ithink that the medical missionaries
are doing great good,"” replied the
minister. “They are earnest, able men
and women. They heal the sick, and
they are introducing modern medical
ideas among the people.””

“How about the other missionariesy’

*Oh,” replied his excellency, *‘they
are like all other kinds of men. Some
are good and some are bad. There are
black sheep in every flock, and the mis-
sionaries are no exception. Still they
do some good. They teach the practice
of morality and virtue, and people who
teach such things will always make some
converts,”

“Will they ever convert the
Chinese nation?”’

*‘No,"” replied his excellency, with a
laugh. "Do yon realize how many
people we are, and how long our religion
has lasted? Such a conversion will be
impossible.’?

“I have often wondered, your excel-
lency,” said I, ‘*whether this great
Chinese brain which invented gunpow-
der, printing, the mariner’s compass and
other things may not turn back to inven-
tipo again The bringing in of our ideas
and civilization may stimulate it, and it
may produce many new things.

“*That may be so,” was the reply.
Some of your scientific men who have
lived in China say that our people are
greal imitators, that we can cepy any-
thing, but that we canpot invent or
originate. Now that may be so, but I
deubt ir, The trouble with us 1oday is
that we have no incentive to inventions
as you have here in America. We have
no copyright laws and npo patent laws.

f a man writes a'book he does not want
to publish it, for any printer near by can
get out an edition and compete with
him, If a man has an idea for a labor-
saving device he keeps it to himself or
perbaps makes only ome or two
machines. If he tried to sell the
machines other men would copy them,
and he would have no protection. If we
had patent laws I think the Chinese
would display their former inventive
power, I don’t see why not.’*

“How could such laws be secured?”
I asked,

*"Very ecasily,” replied the minister.
“Any of our great statesmen might sug-
gest or memorialize the Emperor. . If it
seemed good to him he would put out a
decree establishing a patent law, and the
law would be enforced.”’

‘‘Have you seen many evidences of
inventive gpeuius existing among the
Chinese?”

“No; I cannot say I have,” replied the
minister. *'But our people are, you
know, a very ingenious people, and [
have no doubt that many wonderful in
ventions have been created in' the past
and lost because there was no patent law
to foster or preserve them. We have
instances of such things in our history.

whole

You are now talking here of vour
vehicles which go without horses and
other such inventions. Now, it is a fact
well known to everv Chinese gentleman
that one of our great generals of the
past who lived during the latter Han
dynasty, about 220 A. D., invented
wooden horses and buffaloes to be used
for military purposes. These horses
were worked by means of machinery
placed in their insides, and they moved
rapidly over the earth, carrying men on
their backs. They were used in battle,
and it was hy means of them that this
general conquered the enemy. Every
Chinese boy knows ot ithat invention,
but the details of it have been lost and
never rediscovered. I have no doubt
that we haveinvented many other things
which have met with a like fate,”

At this moment one of the Chinese
secretaries ¢alled upon the minister and
our interview closed. Upon leaving the
minister gave me his laiest photograph,
writing at my request his autograph in
English and Chinese upon its face. The
photograph was made by a Chinese pho-
tographer at Shanghai, and is as good as
any of the photographs which are made
in America.
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TELLS OF PlONE.ERING_.

MANTI, May 11, 1697,

I bave heen resuing, with inlerest,
AR great deal concerniny the grand
Jubilve, to be beld at Bait Lake Olty
10 Juiy next, nnd the pajne Laken Lo
prepare lor the same. Also, to get the
names of all those who arrived in 1847,
My tather, Albert dmith, arrived there
iu 1847 frem Californis; but belore we
w0t 10 Halt Liake, I was advieed lo go
beok to California uniil spring.

I woulu pot have Written, hul saver-
al were telllng me L ought to write
eomelhing of what we pased through
in coming to the valleys ol the moune
taipe, Wellved 1 Nauvoo from the
commencement, and it is preity welk -
known the trying (imes that we had
0 go through there, until the Chuarch
had to leave their homes snd go to the
mountajoe. My father, Aibert Bmith,
heing called uvon, went with the
Pi.neers; aud I, Azariah Bmith, and
mother, Estber Bmith, with (bree
other children, Ewmily, Candace and
Joseph, remsainea hebind, but getiing
an opportunity with Brutbher Dame,
we slarted on our way to Pla.abn, I
driviog teamw, Fatbher met us on the
way, und atter stopping at Piegah. a
shurt time, we bad the opportuvity of
geing with Brother Woodruf! to Wio.
ter Quarters. And then the Churoch -
was onljed upen by the U, B. govern~
ment for five bundrled voluoiesrs
o eniist to (helr service, in the war
agrinst MyXxigo. It belng considered
wisdom, the men were Ilurnished and
A lhert Bmith apd Azarlab Smivh were

wo of the number; leaving muther
»nd three children wilth the Church,
upd sevding what woney we could
apare of onr pay back to them.

AtBan Diego we drew oul muekets,
any carnridge hoxee, KDspeacke, elC,,
which made ot s pretly good haroess,
bol we got & teem) ADU wagon, to take
themn on, Aafor the hardship tbat we
paseed through in traveling that long
duieiance, to California, I have not




