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THE BANNOCK STAKE OF ZION.

BY

ANDREW JENSON.

REXBURG.

Rexburg, the largest “Mormon?’ set-
tlement in the Snake River Valley
and fhe headquarters of the Bannock
Btake, is pleasantiy situated on a level

tract of country lying between the|

baso of the foot hilis on the soulh and
the south braoch of the Teten River
ot Lhe north. [t ig twenty-bwo miles
hy direct road ortheast of Darket
Lake. the nearest station on the Utah
& Northern Railway, which is the
shipping point for all the settleniants
situaled on the forks of the Snake
River; and it is thirty-tive miles by
way of the Big Bultes ferry northeast
of Bagle Ryck. The altitude of Rex-
bhurg is 4,950 feet above the level of
the sea.

Rexburg is divided into three Bish-
oF-'a Wards. The townsite emnbraces
vight hundred acree, divided into ten
acre-blocks, which again are divided
into four lots each, The streels are
aix rods wide. (See plat on page 305.)

The town coutalns four general
atores, one furniture store, two black-
smiths shops, ouwe hotel, one livery
sale and feed stables, onle meat market
ete, Durans. Winter & Co. carry a
greater stock of goods than any other
store in the forks of Snake River,

Immeadiastely east of the town is the
pateut rolier iill, the pride of the val-
jley. It was erected In 1889 at a cost
of $25,000. The nwain building s 45 x
55 feet aud four stories high, built of
solldl rock, Themill has_all rhe im-
proved machinery and turns out as
rgod & grade of flour as any mill in
daho. It isowoed by an incorporat-
ed eompany.

* Hisrory.—DMarch L1, 1853, the llex-
burg townsile was selected by Presi-
dent William B. [’reston and Bishop
Thomas K. Ricks. [t was surveyed
on the 12th and the following day by
Bucveyor Andrew 8. Anderson, into
ten-acre blocks, with four lots in each.

On the 15th of March, the Rexburg
cily canal was surveyed.- Work was
commetnced on it June 4th tollowing,
and water turned into it on the 14th.

In February, 1883, the first logs were
hauled on the towusite preparatory to
building by Francis ©C. Gunnell,
Thomas E. Rivks and others,

March 18th, 1833, the Y. M. M. I.
A, was first organized with E. Iaual
#8 President.

Maveh 25th, 1883, the tirst house was
buiit by Bishop Rieks,

Marchh 25, 1883,
ferry boat was launched on Henry”
Fork. This fervy was ecoutinued until
the bridge was built in the spring of
1590,

Behool

wad  orgAbdized

perintendent and twenty members.
louse in Rexburg was Luilt at a cost

of about H350, The Church eon-
tiibuted $200 of tbls amount, and the

[ east part of the town of Rexburg, (see

|ly

Ricks and Co’s. |

| This was doue al the quarterly Confer-
June 3rd; 1883, the first Supday |€0ce held at Loulsville.

by Henry |
Flamny, with James M. Cook as su-|

| pert, First Counselor;
Lo Ovtober, 1883, the first meeting- | Second Councelor.

school was opened at Rexburg, with
Thomas E. Baesett as teacher,

In Beptember, 1883, the first store
was established by Thomas E. Ricks
& Co, This is now the Rexburg Co-
operative Store.  About the same time
Walter Paul opened the first furniture
and hardware store; he also carried
building supplics.

April ist, 1884, the firat postoflice
was established in Rexburg; Thomas
E. Bassett, postmaster. -

At the frst quarterly coulerence of
the Bannoek Btake, held at Rexburg,
Suuday, April 27th, 1884, Thos. k.
Ricks, jun., was ordained a High
Priest and set apart to aet as Bishop
of Rexburg. A ndrew 3, A uderson was
set apart as his Second Councelor.
Bubsequently John L. Roberts was set
apart a3 his Hirat Counsslor. |

in December, 1884, the Rexburg
Urist Mitl was dedicated, This mill
eontinued to ruun successfully until
April 11, 188%, when it was burned
down. After wbis loss, sleps were im-

mediately taken to errect the presentl

patent roller mill, which commcuced
running Nevember 14, 1889.

April 5th, 1885, the Rsliel Bociety

was first organized with Ann Ricks as |
Presidenl.
. May 18th, 1886, Joseph Morris and |
C. Ayling were appointed sacling
Counselors to Thomas J5. Rickd, juu.,
in the nbsence of Counselors Roberts
and Anderson, who had goe into exile,
because of the strict enforcement of the
Edmunds law. 'This Bishopric acted
untii the ward war divided 10 Novein-
ber, 1887,

At the quarterly Btake Couference
held at Rexburg August 20 and 21
1887, the town of Rexburg was divided
into three warde, to be khown as the
Rexburg IMirst, Hecond and Third
wArds.

[n Mareh, 1888, Hyrum Randsopen- |
ed the first hotel in Rexburg.

REXBURG FIRST WARD.

Thomas E. Ricks, jun., Bishop; Na.
than Ricks, First Counselor; William |
iHill, Becond Couuselor.

Rexburg First Ward embraces the

platon page?}and inciundes the business
part of the town.

HisToRY.—When the original Rex-
burg Ward was divided into threé
wards, Thomas }. Ricks was retained
as Bishop of the Rexburg Fiist Ward,
and three montiwg later, at the quarter-
conference, held November £7, 1887,
Williama Hill was set apart as acting
Counselor to Bishop Ricks. He was
the only Caunselcr the Bishop had un-
til August, 1848, when Nathan Ricks
was catlell to act as First Counselor
and Willlam Hill as S3econd Counselor.

REXBUHRO SECOND WARD,

Casper Bteiner, liisho(!:; Roman Sei-
Jonrad Wallz,

Rexburg Becond Warnl embraces the
eouth wesl part of thetown ol Rexburg, |
Many of the residents are of German !

balance was donated by the people. | descent, and only a very few outsiders

On the 17th of October, the tirst meet- | reside in

this ward. The meeting |
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ing connected with the First Ward up
to date.

HisTORY.—When Rexburg was Ji-
vided into three Wards, at thie quarter.
ly Conference held at Rexhurg, Aug-
uat 21, 1887, Casper Bteiner wasordain.
ed Bishop of Rexburg Second \Weard,
and at the next guarterly (‘onference
held at Rexburg, November 27, 1887,
Roman Seipert and Conrad = Whaltz
were ordained Higlh Priests and set .
part to act as First and Becond (Jounse-
lors to Bishop Stleiner. No change in
the Bishopric has vecurred as yet.

REXBURG THIED WA RD,

Timothy J. Winter, Bishop! Robert
Archibald, First Counselor; John R.
Paul, 8econd Counselor.

This ward embraces the porlhwest
part of Rexburg. No separate sunday
school or any other orgauizalion bave
been organized yel; peither has any
ward house been erected. {'repara-
tions, however, are being mnde to
buiid one in the near future.

H1sroRY.—The houundarivs of the
Rexburg Third Ward were agreed
upon at the Stake Confererce, beld at
Rexburg in August, 1887, and 'Timo-
thy J. Winter was ¢hosen as Bishop;
hut he, being absent at the time, di
not receive his ordination until April,
1588, when he virited Bait Lake City
and was lhere ordained by Aposiie
Frapklin D. Richards.  Boon after-
wards Robert Archibald and John R,
Paul were ordained and set apart to
1ct as his Counselors. Those three
stlll comgpose {he Bisliopric of the
Ward. 0

RIGRY WARD,

George Albert Cordon, Bishop; Dan.’
iel Stoddard Reblins, First Counselor;
Jysinh Cull, Becond Counseler. )

Rigby Ward congists of all the Saints
iiving on thelr respeetive quarter sec-
tions in a traet of country lying east of
Louisville Ward. The boundaries of
the warl ave as follows: Commencing
at ihe northwest corner of Beetion 2,
Township 4 vort of Range 38 east, aud
running thence south to the township
line between townships 3 and 4,thence
east nlong said line to Buake River,
thence along Bnake River to the month
of the **Dry Bed‘’ of said river, whieh
forms it morthern boundary iline. Th's
includes aboni fifty syuare miles of
country. The south end of the ward,
embraeing the east half of range 38
east, township 4 uortl, is organized
into a separate branch Konown as the
Cedars Branch, where mectings and
SBunday schools alse tre held regularly
the same as in Rigby proper. Jusse T.
Clark presides over the branch, which
consists of about a dozen families.

The intended fownsite of Righy,
surveyed in 1886, consists of 1t} acres,
being the soulhwest guarter of section
8, towvship 4 wvorth of range 39 east.
ILis 25 miles, by way of {he Big But-
tes ferry, southwest of Rexburg, or 14
miles in a straight line; it is Algo mix
mijes hy road southeast of J.onisville
and 17 miles northeast of Iagle Raek.
[tis surrounded by rieh, level lands,
covered heavily with sage brush, hut
under cultivation produces very gooil
crons.  Walter for irrigating purpuses ia

ing was held in the new meeting- | house, situaled south of the Second | conveyed to the Iandg through a ecanal

house,

Oct. 27, 1883, the flest ward confer: | 18x20 fect, and was built by donation | River
ence was held at Rexburg, W. B.|in 1888, The Relief Society is the only | alte.

Preston presiding.

Ward Public SBquare, is a log bnilding,

separate sociely so far organized, all

December 3, 1883, the “first day |the other psual ward assocktiony be-

which taps the '‘Dry Bed’ of Bnake
abont 3% nileg froa the towns
All the people regide on their
farms as yet, but inlend to bulld on
the townsite as soon as it is enfered as
such and title can Le secured to it.



