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ELECTICN LESSONS.
TirE election  yesterday—the ﬁmF
under the new Jaw, devcloped tWwo
points for consideration. One is

that a great mupy people who are |

endowed with the elective fran.
chise are very indiflereat in regard
{o its dutiss. And the other is that
the eertainty of registration «does
not give eeriainty of eligibility to
vote. :

We will notice the second point
first. Quite &8 number of qualified
voters, Lthat is, eitizens of the Unit-
ed Siates, either native born, or
naturalized, over tweniy-one years

DESERET NEWS |

¢“Mormon” ple, Indulgence in
a #pirit of indifference to
will confirm people in a habit of
indolence, and an evil example is
often as likely to be followed as

a good one.

| they

apathy inthese matters are pointed-
ly illustrated by a circumstance
that occurred in Illinois on thel5th
of last month,

An election was then hbeld at
Framiogham, Fulton County, io
that State, for police magistrate, It
was a small matter; no opposition
was anticipated; and the good,
honest people who did not want to
trouble themse!ves aboul local poli-
tics, thought it was too hot to go to
the polls. They were cuught uap-
ping. - Every respectable voter
trusted to some other respectable
voter, and the econsequence was
all stayed away from Lbe
polis. But the bummers and rogues,

| who are sometimes wide awake

when honest people are asieep,
learned the condition of affairs, and
rallying their own Kind, put up a
jail-vird named Thompson Foun-
tain for police magisirate, and ac-
tuaily elected him.* The eleepy

of age, taxpayers and residents 11 | fownsfolk were amazed and indig-

the Territory six months, aud in
their respective precincis one
month preceding registialion, or in
the ease of females, being the wife,
widow or dsughter” of a eitizen,
were particular in  atlending
to the requisite formalitics of the
luw concerning registraticn. They
naturally thought that the oflicers
whose duty it was to copy Lbhe
names of those registeied on to the

registry lists, would iaithfully ‘dis=f o so0r0 Jists; and that ever)

charge that duiy, and therefore
fell no dubiety about their right w
vote wheun the proper time should
come. Bul it appears that they re-

nant when the result was made
certain, and are now clamoring Lo
the Governor not to issue a com-
mission to the new magistrate.
Trey have learned a lesson, Can-
not the old settlers of Utah learn it
without being forced to activity
by the things they sufler?

We hope that before the Novem-
ber election many who are now
aliens, male and female, will have
| becomae naturalized; that all who
are properly qualified will be sure
to have their names on the

lawful elector will be ready to
go to the polls and exercise
the power bestowed, whether
there be any opposition or only a

posed 00 much confidence 1n the | single candidate is entered upon
cale and exaciness of svwe of the the field. Vig“anﬂﬂj mﬁﬂnn‘ ex-
deputy a=seseois. When they weul | getness and union should be promi-

to the polls, yesterday, some who
had been thoughtiful about register-
jug, learoed that their names were
not eovrolled upon the lists, and

therefore could not deposit their
ballots,

We have no idea that any regis-
rered name was intentionally left
off the list, The omissions were in-
advertent, undoubtedly. DBut the
eflect at the polls was the game to
registered voters, and the chagrin
of thuse who had really the right
to vote but were technically dis-
qualified through official careless-
ness, was in some instances too
deep for words.

ow they were only diligent in
part, and therefore partly deserved
their rebuff. A copy of the Regis.
try List for each precinct was post-
ed up at the polling pilaces fifteen
days before the election. Voters
should have examined this list to
see if their names were inscribed
thereon, aud if not, attention could
have been called to the omission
and the mistake rectified. 1t is true
there is no special provision in the
law for such a contingency, the
supposition always being thal the
work required will be properly ex-
ecuted. But we think Section 5
will cover the ground and meet the
emergency: ‘‘The clerk of the
County Court shall deliver to the
Asseasor the Registry Lists when-
ever necessary for the revision
thereof or adding names thereto,
&e.”” This hasspecial applieation
to the revision and adding ol names
for a subsequent election, but we
believe will apply to the error in
- guestion.

Qur object in speaking on this
matter is to iemduce csre and dili-
gence in the future. There was no
opposition in this cily yesterday,
therefore ' the cousequences of auy
neglect may not be seripus. Bul
another election will take place in
November next, wken a Delegute
to Congress will be voted for, apu
we hope that the errors and carc-
lessness to which we have alluded
will noi then be repeated.

The other point adduced in-
voives grave counesiderations. In
difference is very difficult to over-
come. Opposition stirs up ener-
gies on either side, aud there is an
opportunity in the struggle for the
right to win., Apethy is dealhiike
and disgusting. People who are
pot interested in the exercise of
the voting power ought not to be
entrusted with it; They are unwor-
thy the privileges and influence
it bestows. Every man aod
woman holding the irapcinse 18 re-
sponsible te God audthe communi-|
tv for the use thereof, Aud in fail-
ing to vote an elector failsin the
discharge of a sacred duty, This
has particular applieation to the

uently exhibited in-all that per-
tains to our political affairs. With
these, victory is certain, without
them or either of them, we canonot
be positive about the issue,

—— >+ AP————

THE RAILROAD LANDS QUES-
TION.

I[N our dally issue of the 30th ult.
we published an article on Rail-
road Lands, referring to the Dudy-
mott case, and the decision of Sec-
retary Schurz, that the lands
granted to the Pacific Railroads
can be pre-empted at $1.25 per
acre, the amount to be paid to the
| Company holding possession of
such lands, Since then we have
seen a copy of the decision in full,
and also a circular from the Union
Pacific Superintendenf in relation
to this matter., Frem the decision

it appears that all lands granted tc
the Xansas Pacfilc—and the same

ruling holds good in relation to the
Denver Pacific, Sioux City and Pa-
cifle, Unién Pacific, Central Paci-

fic, and Westerc ' Pacific Railroads
—not sold or dispozed of by said
company within three years after
the entire road was completed were
open to settlementand pre-emption

like other lands, at a price not ex-
ceeding one dollar and a quarter
per acre. The money, however,
instead of going into the Govern-
ment Treasury is to be paid to the
eompany, and Lhe Secretary gives
the following direciions in reguaru
to the paymenl.

‘‘In making returns of the
moneys arising from the sale of said
iauds, the local offieers should be
instructed to Kkeep a separate ac-
count of the lands sold, and the
moneys received therefor on ac-
count of said Company, in order
that the same may be passed to its
credit.”

Persons desiring to obtain rail-
|road lands at $1.25 per acre will
have to run the risk of the delay,
the trouble and the expense of a
legal fight with a poweiful corpo-
ration. Bat there 18 little doubt

about the issue. The evident mean-
ing and intent ¢f the law is as in-
terpreted by Secretary Schurz, and
some sturdy freeman will be found
who will test the matter and carry
il through the courts until it is
passed upon by the tribunal of last
resort, when the right to pre-empt

the lands at the government price

| will be permanently established.

The Becretary gives the following

he possible effects of |

directioas in rega

polities | such lands:

The loeal officers of each of the
land districts in which lands inur-
ing to said company by virtue of
said grant, are situated, should he
instructed to receive fllings condi-
tional!y for said lands in tracts not
exceeding ope- quarter section, by
guslified pre-cmptors, and on re.
ceipt of such’ declaratory slate-
ments, to cail upoun the company
for a statement showilug whether
the lands app!ied have been soid by
it; and if not sold, then the declara-
tory statements sbould be allowed
-ubject to the applicauts showiug
ull compiiauce with the pre-emp-
tion law,

If the company neglects or 1e-
fuses to furnish such siatement to
the lecal oflicers within thirty (30)
days after service of sald notice, in
that case they should be lnstructed
to order a hearing, if #0 requested
by the applicant to deleimive
whether such tract or tracts are
subject to such filing, giviog
pnotice of the time and place,
when and where such hearing
will be held, in some news-
paper published and circulated
in the county where the lands are
sitnated, nolifying said company,
and any and all persons if such
there be claiming title to said tracts
under it;%o appear at the time and
place mentioned, to show cause
why eaid declaratory statements
should wot be received,

At such hearing the applicant
should be required to show that he
is an actual settler on the land ap-
plied for,a qualified pre-emptor,and

rd to filing upon |tions are issued from the Land

Commissioner to the officers in the
Jand distriets, and parties file oo
the railroad lands declared open to
pre-emption, the tug of war will

those lands have been “‘dis of”
within the meaning of the Statute

| will have to be acjudieated, and

the pre-empior, though armed with
justice and the Jdecision of the See-
retary, will have (o fight in the
courts with a powerful corporation,
backed by immmense wealih auvd not
influeneed by any sentimental
considerations,

The coutest will be va-tly un-
equal; but though it will be lovg,
bitter and discouraging, if pursued
(o0 the end it must 1esult evenlual-
ly in victory for the plueky pre-

odds of the struggle. The wiscsi
policy of the Rallroad Companies
wiil be to place the Jands at & figure
which ec¢an be reached by a large
pumber of settlers, and make the
most of the position while they are
avle to bold it. Most people whe
want Jaud would rather secure it
peacefully ata rezsonable rate,tban
nave to fight for it at low prices.
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“LIBERAL” OUTRAGE AT
TOOELE.

IWE understand that the very

“Libera:” managers of civil affairs
in Tooele County, certain of defeat
at the election, under a law which

shuts out fraudulent voting. bave
attempted to hold by force that

that the records of the county | whijch they cannot retain in law or

where deeds and conveyances are
recorded do not show that eaid

tracts had been sold at the date of | .. refused to canvass the returns,

the filing of his de laratory state-
ment; and the company, or iis
grantee,to show whether said tracts
applied for have been sold by it

If the company, or its grantee
fail or refuse to apprar and offer any
testimony, the Hung should be al-
lowed, under the ruie that, ‘“when
the subject matter of a negative
avermeut lies peculiarly within
the knowledge of the other party,
the averment is taken as true un-
Jess disproved by that party.”

The Uanion Pacific Company an-

nounces its determination 1o con- 1
CeNY CAUH AUT CVELY CSSw fox wwiliicd  Tap” awck gowild AU

any person files upen, occupies or
attempts to interfere with its rights

gate the matter up to the court of
last resort. Italso declares that it
will preceed to eell the lands in the
same manner as heretofore, holding
that its lands, though uosvid, were

three years limitation elapsed, and
that they are therefore not suiject
to pre-emption or eniry. And in
support of its position it quotes the
decision of no less an authority
than Judge Jere Biack, to the effect
that the lands were ‘“disposed of”
to the holders of the land grant
mortgages, who were secured by
these lands under vhe act of 1864.

The yuestlon turns upon the

Lt appears to us that the Company
rests apon a very slight support in
the position that morigaging the
lands was legally ‘‘dispusing” of
them., On this peint Secretary
Schurz says:

The Company mortgaged such
interest in the land as it possessed,
and the mortgagees must be cun-
~idered to have taken the morigage

the Company to msake the same.
Aside from these cousideratipns,
nowever, the provision in the mort-
gage which authorizes the Com-
pany to =ell and dispose of tue
jands grauted, aud make convey-
.nee thereof to the purchas-ers,
which conveyauce shall reiease the
right of the morigagees to the par-
ticular tract, will in the same mau-
pner protect the pre-emptor who
purchases of the Government,
whiech has aunthority to sell the
lands and pay the proceeds arising
from such sales to the Company.

The lands, it will be observed,
did not revert to the Government
at the end of the thiee years,
Neither were they really and actu-
ally and actuslly dispesea of to the
morlgagees,

and interests in any lands, and liti- | them

in justice. The County Court, we
are informed, with one disseutient,

alleging that they were not ‘‘se-
curely sealed,’” which was a fiction.

Itis evinent that the oflicial-
whose terms have expired, are de-
termined to play & desperale game
for the retention of power in Lbe
county. We hope that the PEOPLE
will net allow their rights to be
trampled upon by a few unprinei-
pled persous, but that they will
stand up in their might, and never
rest uniil justice is e-tablished and
their chosen officers obtain

sion of the places to which Lhey
have been luwfullg elected. 4
crouch under

the impudent attempt now made
to fasten the ‘“Liberal” chains upon
they will deserve the Iate
that threateus them. But let al
their battiing be done under the
law, in ¢almness and wisdom, but

otherwise ““disposed of”’ before the |

with undying determination. The

| act of the County Court is no le=s &

crime than felony. And if we are
rightly informed, some of the jud-

meaning of the word *‘disposed of.” |

ges are equally liavle to prosecution
as the members of the Count)
Court, having allowed unregistered
persons to vote, thus violating
thelr oath and committing per-
jury.

Tooele will have lively times for
a while. We hope and believe that
out uf vhe tumult will vome order,
peace and the trinvmph of right and
justice. o may it be.
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with full Rnowledge of the rigbt of |

THE TOOELE CONSPIRACY.

FoUR years ago the ‘‘Liberals’” of
Tooele County, by wholesale frauds
at the polls, and aided by divisions
among the People’s Party, succeed-
ed in obtaining «fficial contrel of
the County. As was indisputably
proven by the Committee on Elec~

tions of the Legislative Assembly, |

several hundreds of illegal “‘Liber-
al’ votes were cast in the mining

| camyps, and the “Liberal” Repre

~ehlative was, in conseguence, re-
fused a seat in the Assembly. The
County, however, snbmitted to the
fraud, and affairs have been so
manipuiated by the *‘regenerators’

| that county scrip which, four years

ago, was worth in the market ¥5
cents on the dollar, has since rang-
ed from 30 to 50 cents, and a few
days ago was refused even at 30
cents on the dollar. One of their

but only comveyed to |officials has been convicted, in the

them in trust to secure them in | Third District Court, of obtaining

the
sold or finally disposed of, The
Secretary has clearly the best of
the argument, The company’s

lands are legally open to pre-emp- |

tion, and have been  since Oc-
tober, 1877. But they have lands
which they hold ss high as §12 per
ficre, and it is not at all likely thst
they will yield the point without a

desperate struggle. When instrug.”

proceeds of the lands when | money under false

pretenses, and
their whole regime has been an im-
position on the body of the people.
When the new election law was
Pamd, under pressure of the non-
‘Mormous of”’ this Territory, who
wished to have the marked ballot
abolished, .ibe registration system
was made one of its main features,
because there would be no real
guaranty of the purity of elections

commence. The question whether |

b=

emw ptor who can stand agsiusi the |

and securely

ivg wax.
turns happened to be fastened with
sealing wax, and then they deciar-
ed the sealing wax ought to have

sented iv the case, would

Auvg. 1k

without it,in the absence of the
marked ballct At the time the
crusade was opened agaiust the old
electoral system, the agitators con.
tended that registration would
meet every objection which might

be offered against the secret ballot,

But just as soon as the secret ballot
protected by registration was adopt-
ed by our legislaturs, a howl was
raised and the cry went forth “we
do not want registration.”
But the bill became a law. And
the Register Lists, which have to
be pousted up fifteen days before the
election, showed that in Tooele

County the “*Mormon” vot-
ers gleatly outnumbered the
‘“ Liberal 7 wvoters, a matter

of fact well understoed by both
parties independent of this proof.
Ibis showing was evident, in spite
of the improper registration of
mavny ‘“‘Liberal’”’ names. A con-
spiracy was therefore entered into
for the pur of depriving the
majority of the citizens of the
ceunty of their lawful rights. Ille-
gal voiing was permitted in several
“Liberai” precincts and women
voters were excluded, but a Peo-
ple’s majority beivg evident, not-
withstanding every fraudulent
practice of their. opponents, the
m -jority of the County Court re-
fused to open the returns, thinking
that by this stroke of policy the
«lection would be nullified and the
“Liberal” ruipners of the Count

guuld ho!d over and remain in of-

ce.

The point raised was that the re-
turps from a number of the pre-
ciuets where the People’s Party pre-
dominated were not sealed up ac-
vording to law, The statute pro-
vides that after the Judges of eleec-
tion bave counted the ballots they

shall be returned 10 the ballot box,

“and the ballot box sball be locked
sealed,” Also that af-
ter the number of votes for each
person voted for has been determin-
+d and the result placed on the
lists and certified to, the lists, ‘‘ze-
curely sealed,” -shall be forwarded
with the ballot box to the Clerk of
the County Court. It appears that
although the ballot boxes were se-
curely realed by means of bands
attached with mucilage, and there-
turns by envelopes similarly fasten-
ed, the objecting members of the
County Court claimed that the
~hould have been sealed with seal-
One of the buxes and re-

been placed over the keyliole of the

box.

Reference to the  statute
will show that these objec-
tions are invalid, and outside

of the province of the County Court
10 make, and the dictionary will
show, if common sense is not a
sufficient guide, that sealing wax
is not essential to securely sealing
any document or other article, pub-

lic or private. The intent of the
luw is, very plainly, to protect the
ballot box aud returns from being
tampered with, The materials
to be used in eflecting this object
are not specified, and it was the
sworn duty of the Clerk of the
County Courtin the presence of
such mewmbers of the Court as
might be on hand to examine the
returns, and if po irregularity or
discrepapcy appeared therein, to
accept them as correct. But this
would have been coptrary to the
schewe concocted and the fraud
deiermined upon. The uunﬂﬁg-
tors imagined that the Peopie, dis-
bhearteved at the difficulties pre-
yield to
the pressure, and allow Lhe misrule
of the past four years to be perpet-
uated, We think they reckoned
without their host. The People's
‘Party have so large a majority in
the County, independent of the
female vole, that the ““Liberals”
have not the ghost of a chance at a
fair election, Itis not to be sup-
posed that so largea majority will
submit to the deprivation of their
rights in the mauner attempted,
The aid of the Courts will be in-
voked,and nothing that ought to be
donme will be left undone to vindie-

ate the right and punish the wrong.

An alteruative writ of wandamus
has been,or will befimmediately,ap-
plied for in the Third District
Court, with the object of compel-
ling t.im County Court to examine
the returns. Hon. F. M. Lyman is
in this city to puch the matter for
the People,and rs. Sheeks and
Rawlins are engaged as their coun-
gel, s

In their contest for their righ
under the law and Lheir efforts to
i1ee themselves from the galling
yoke that has been forced upon
their necks, the people of Tooele



