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THE COAL COMBINE RAMPANT.

Combipes and trusts &re nbout the
hardest commerelal faotors with which
the public have to do, nnd 1llustrate

at tlmes with wonderful force and pre-
cision how men many not violate any
law of man aud still be lawlcas—worse,
sometimer, than those who do violate
siatutory enactments. In a quiet, un-
pretentions sorxt of way, which lenves
no palpabie ground for suepicion and
no poseible opportunity for a Jegal
action, 8 few men sometiMos get to-
getber and by uniting their capltal
and facilitles upon some corner of the
market whion has distinetive featurea
in the matter of supply and demand
and which everybody must have. they
just as noiaclessly (on their pari) o o-
trol the trade, undoall recognized rules

of trafic and jgnore every protest,
threat, demand or clalm that comes
thelr way.

There pever was a falrer or richer
field for the sinister performances of )
this gen'ry than 8alt Lake City, this|
having particular refsrence to the|
coal busivess. From 500 to 1000 tons a
day are consumed by familles and
husinese houses mlone, every ounce of
whlich is purchased from one of n half
s dpzen flrme acting jolutly with the
railroade. There are no other means
of getting it and no one can do with-
out It, espgoinlly &t this time of the
year. What n steady, unvarying mar-
ket to operate in! How sure the sup-
Bly, how certalo its disposition apd

ow securv the pay! With such &
field of operations peuple at & distapnoe
would look [z gquare denling and
reasonable profits, on which
terms & good living could be
made hy thoee engeged in the bnsi-
neer; bul those at a distance don’t
kuow. Lt I3 computed that at §$4 a ton
the net profit to the dealer herv would
be twenty-five per cent, providing
he is reasouably equipped for the traf-
fie, which ali of those spoken of nre.
It uoes not require sn insight into the
sitnation to make commercial men
anywhere understand that any bosi-
ness in which there are no riska to
spesk of and which yields such returns
is lliegillmate or else there is some-
thing wboormal in the markel; but
what would he wmay If told that even
that is zot eatisfactory to the dealors—
that they charge thirty per cent more,
and by means of short messure and
worthiess stufl mized with their goode
hring the amecunt which the consumer
has (o0 pay up about 100 per cent, ur

. $8 per ton! A nd of couree the fncreane
in the price is ali profit, or nearly eo,
because exacted mostly from shrink-
age nnd worthiess trash,

Now, when men combine to keep up
thie kind of thing, are they gailty of
nothing at all? And when the grand
jury takes the matterin hand and the

in the traffie, if the Jealers nonounce
that they will bave to ad vance prices if
theordinance is enterced, does it not
look very much Jike a c¢onfession of
guiit? Suppore a grocer were cajled
upon by the sealer of weights nnd
mensures and notified that his scalea
were untrue, by meaua of which trose
who bought a pound of anything only
got fourteén ouncer; or thut his galion
measute bad shrunk so muoch that it
wounl!ld hold only seven pinte, snd
were thereupon to notify the merckant
that be must at once conform to the
standard, what would he most likely
do? If an honest dealer he would show
that be was In previovs jgnorznee of
tbe shortnge, express regret. thut there
bad been any such transactions in his
place of Lusipess and proceed at once
to not only rectify the wrong hut, so
far as practicable, make restllution
to thoere who hud been fosers by it if a
dishone¢st man he wouni compiatn of
the law?’a arbitrary methods snd an-
nounce that by complying with it he
would be compelled to advance hle
prices to meet the ditference $n his re-
celpts. ILa it not-=o?

‘This ie all wrong, and wrong-doing
sooner or lnter bringe loss apd disaster
to those who persist in it. There can
be po reasonable ohjection to men com-
bining treir means and uniting thelir
force for the accomplishment nf legitl-
mate enterpriees ina lawful and proper
way, It is in this manner that the
greater husipess affalre of life whiob
one or two could notcreate are hrought
into exfstence nnd successful operation,
wherehy everybody is benefited. It ie
ouly when such combiputlons are
effected for the purpose of taking ads
vantage in an unialr as well ne illegal
manner that the right to gomplain s
recognized. Let it not ‘be supposed
that a rightful complaint cyming from
a whole people and continued ro long
a8 the evil complnined of is practiced,
will bhe Imeffectunl for & grout
length of time, the remedy, rooner
or later, will suggest itseif and be ap-
plied. Tbere s surely enocugh of profit
in selling coal anywhere in this city
at $5.50 per 2000 pounds without dust

or ¢tirt; there would beat a dollar less

than that, but no mnrter aa to that just
now. 8o lorg as we get what we pay
for, the questlon of prices can he de-
determined later. Meantime, it would
be the part of wisdom to ipcreasc the
tension no further; il the coal men do
as other departruents of trade do, the
goves may continue layirg golden
egge for A eeason longer, but not be-
yond that we Liope and believe.

A PECULIAR CASE,

Prlnece Bismarck occuples a peculiar
posllioo, one that is more so than any
he has yet been in, and hias life of late
yeura huas been far from exemptloo
from annoying situationr. He would
have it appear that he interpolated the
conoludiog sentence of Kiog Willinm's
reply to the French minister at Ems
in 1870, this beiog the direct cause of
the minister’s recall snd the deelara-
tlon of war by Louis Napuleon, Bis-
marck’s opponents and enemies claim
the other way, that the king himsell
wrote the entire mesrage and was njone
responsible forits contents. Lt thus ap-

vict himself of forgery and those whp
ure against him in everythlog sre de-
termined that bis innocence shal] bLe
establishe d}

That the master mind of the greay
chauneellor nnd patristic Germun wag 5
coustant gulde to the slurdy Prussiap
monarcl is admitted on all sides; how
far such guidance Went no one hyg
Blamarek himself can tell. If he made
the change ciaimed by bim be dig 5
most shamef(ul thing, the only defense
to which is the doubtful one of the enyd
justifying the means. He clalma that
the interpolation wes What provokey
France into declaring war, nnd as g
result of the war Gerinany became A
confederation with the former king of
& part the emperor of all, implying
Lthat the ruler’s reply as it came from
his hond would not bave been such
provocation nor resulted In ite authoryg
promotion. €an the annals of histor
furnish a more peculiar cuse ot Blrate.
zlc, not to say criminal, statecraft
than this?
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THE HOLY SEPULCHER.

Public interest has 0nce more peep
awnkened to eonie extentin the suhjeqy

of the true Jlocation of the holy
aepulcher, by the fnot that the Ipg.
lish people have teeu appealed tg for
the comtribution of £4,000 hy which ¢q
puichase n spot of ground hy some
supposed to’ contaln the sacred tomp
It i eltuated & short distance from the
Damateus gote and containeabout oy,
acres. The high price 18 sccounted o
by the fact that the ground in ques.
tlon is in the bands of German specy .
latura. ¢« The purchase is recommenueq
by many' leading eccleslastics, amgp
whom are the archbishoap of Canter.
bury, the bishops of Balisbugy, Ripen
and Rochester and the archdencopg of
London and Westminster and Prg.
ensur Btuart Poole.

The questlon, where wus (O
buriea? ja.probably one of the ::,51-::
difficult onee In the whele sacred .
pography to apswer, The cave whigh
18 now eshown lourists as the phg)
sepulcher has a very anclent traditign
in ite favor. The first foundations gp
the heautifu] atruclure that now Coverg
it date at lesat as far back ns Copatap.
tine. And yet recent explorers almopsy
unsnimously reject the cluim. The
sacred historian states that Chbrist waH
laid in a tomb Dear by the place where
he was crucified, and no place peny
hy this grave seems to answer the
description of Calvary. It is further
argued that a place of execution cynld
Dot have been wiithin the oity walls, g
thls grave js and probably alwass has
been, und thul, consequently, the grave
must be looked for symewhere far.
ther north, To this srgument
the, reply s,  however, that
the grave actunlly dnes exist within
the walle,znd if it could be made there
ot sll, it might certalnly be the pne
which helonged to Joseph of Arlipa-
then and in which the hody ot the
Bavior was Iaid, ny well a8 not. Calva-
ry might huve been rituated gutside
the walle and the grave fnside and yet
be near LY that place of execution,
since the distance in reulity is not very
conelderable, Bat, as has heen already
slated, the best bibliea] sctolars reject
tfhelt.radltlon a8 withont foundation In
act,




