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~ Blasting Crockodiles with Gunpowder. nullah, while my brother, similarly provided, took
g P y p
S L O TR e e i 5 the other. My brother’s rope contained the wire:
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_'#E following novel sketch {s taken from the SELT WAheg besias bign i S0 eopikn, A, (e

Bl battery ready charged, and slung to a pole which
*w of a British officer who was at the time  rested on their shoulders, accompanied me. A

> mﬂ on the river Rohan, in one of the small float was also attached by a string to the
B est provinces of India:
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trees is abount five gallons each a yeur. A barrel
of this sap usually contaius seventeen per ceut.
of oil or spirits of turpeutine, and this is distilled
from it by meaus of a rude distilling apparatus,

it to float away with the current. ‘- | consisting of a large iron retort, capable of con-
- taining two or more barrels. The turpentine is

[Agricultural Division of the Patent Office.] : pl,m:ed in the retort, the oil driven off by proress
Mopve or Extracriné Tarrow wrom THE of distillation, and stored uway, and resin is left
TarLrow Tree.—A few days sgo a gentlemau re- as the residuum.
siding in Texus, addressed the commissioner of  But the use of the pine tree does not cease with
pnt;nlain regard to the tallow tree, and desired its life. In the trees of the long-leaved pine the
: ) to be furnished with the best mode of extracting resinous matter becomes conecentrated in the in-
£ .ngg*hﬂtﬂ certa'n place on the road. Thﬂiyurdl wide, we felt pretty confident that if the|the tallow. We copy the method mnnmmeudﬂﬁ \terior layers of the wood when its vegetation
i, Ayce, 00, was a smart, “Pﬁﬂ't’hﬂﬂlﬂd-_ﬂ"‘ﬂ“'?'-mugger were in it, we could scarcely fail of by this office:— ceases. This dead wood—known in thne south
limhad little fellow, a P‘_’Tfﬂﬂt model of a biped rac- coming in contact with him. | “The seeds of the tallow tree (stillingia sebif- a, light wood—is then selected for the mauufac-
er. He could rup, asis the custom in the East,| W had proceeded only about a quarter of alera) are picked in China at the commencement of ture of tar. The tree is cut into billets of cou-

alc ile, when the flout suddenly dijped. My bro- | the cold weather, in November and December, venient size which are placed together in a pile

hﬂgﬁdq his horse, at a pace of seven or eight .,
miles an hour, for a len th of time that would ther and Hall threw the loose coil of ropes they | when all the leaves haye fallen. The seeds are, and covered with earth, in much the sate man-
ish pedestrian 1 ever The

:t‘:;"} the best Eng lEﬂI‘l‘iEd on the water, along with the inflated skins. | in the firs' place, taken to the building where the | ner that wood is placed in a charcoal kiln.
T : ni X Mr. Hall rod ‘o 8 ;IThasa mads it 5001 evideut’ by their motion I.I_mt  process of making the tellow is carried on, and | stock of wood is built however upon u mound of
o owa ﬂd evening, "h r. na ?; e up dﬁ "’ﬁ the mugger had seized the kid. He was dashing  picked and separated from the stalks. They are -eurth prepared for the purpose, asumnmit of which
ngalow, dripping with water and covered wit ‘across in a zigzag direction down the stream. 1| then putinfo a wooden cylinder, open at the top, declines from the circamference to the center
ran after him as fast as I could, and paying out|but with a perforated bottom. Tﬁiu is placed | where a cavity is formed connected by a little

trace of poor Sidhoo, We tried by means of a
bamboo pole to pull it to the bank, but the glimpse
we got of it as it neared was so unutterably dis-
gusting that we pushed it off agsin, and allowed

- ]

' kid, so as to incicate its pasition.
' These arrangements being made, we com-
enced walking up the nullah, dragging the car-

T8 : he | cugs of the kid in the stream, and moving it across
intended paying me a short visit, and requested me | rrom side to side, so as to leave no part of the bed |

_- to send u “syce” (groom) with a saddle-horse, to ‘ untried; and as the nullah was only about twelve

o IM‘:# the periodical rains were commencing, .,
my neighbor, Mr. Hall, sent me word that

mud. I saw at once that some accident had hep-
pened, and hastened to assist him. As soon as

got inside, he said, in answer to my bautering
about his “spill”’— |

“Iam in no humor for jesting. Your syce is
lost.”’

“Drowned?" :

“No: eaten—by an enormous crocodile!"’ |

He'added that, on arriving at a small nullah
about two miles off, he found it so much swollen
by rdin, that he had to swim his horse ncross it,
holding one end of the cord, which Sidhoo, in
common with most Hindoos, wore coiled round'
his waist, and which was used in drawing water
from the deep wells of the country. Hall got
safely across, and then commenced pulling Sidheo
over by means of the cord. The bluck face,
with the white teeth and turban, were bobbing

above the muddy water, when all at once the
groom threw up bis arms, gave a loud shriek, !

and sunk below the surface. Mr. Hall, who bad |
doubled the cord round his hand, was drageed

Jinto the water, where he gota momeuntary glimpse

ter a short way ahead of him.

with much difficulty clambered up the slippery
bank of the uullah. All was now still. Only

Sidhoo’s turban was to be seen floating loosely @
conciderable wav down the stream.

of a stick, he succeeded in fishing it out, and
brought it with him, as the onl

Sidhoo he could give an account of. Bad news

soon spreads in an Indian village, and Sidhoo’s |

fate was soon made known to his wife; and in a
short time she came crying and sobbing to the
bungalow, and laid her youngest child at our
friend’s feet, The tears gfisteued in the poor fel-
low’s ayes as he tried to sooth and counsole her;

which be did by promising to provide for her and
her children.

Although Hall was generally overrunning with

'sently mv brother came along, and bronght the

of the serrated tail of a mugger, lashing the wa-

In his efforts to
save himsell, he lost his hold of the string, and |

cord from the reel when I found it impossible to
keep up with him

On reaching a place where the banks were
steeper than usual, he came to a stand-still. Pre-

over an iron vessel (about the same diameter, or|ecanal with a ditch which surrounds the meund.
rather larger than the wooden cylinder, and about | After the pile is reidy to be ignited, fire is placed
six or eight inches deep) containing water, by | in the centre of the top, and a slow combustion
which means the seeds are well steamed, for the ' maintained until all the resinous matter is melted,

batterv to my feet; a good deal of the acid had |
been spilled, but with the aid of a botile of fresh |
acid we had brought along with us we soon got |
the battery up to the requisite power.

Everything being now in order, I commenced
pulling up the rope with the wire. 1 proceeded |
as cuntionsly as possible, for fear of disturbing the |
mugger; but, in spite of all my efforts, the in-
flated skin, in coming up the bank, dislodged
some loose pieces of earth, and sent them splash-
ing into the water. -

purpose of softening the tullow, and causing it| ruuning into the central cavity, and from that into
more readily to separate. The furnace has four the outer ditch. where it is collecied—the tar of
or five iron vessels in a row, about three feet commerce—and placed in barrels for exvortation.
high, four or five feet broad, and eight or ten feet e T U g
long. The fire is placed at one end and fed with | : RarrLesnage Dens ivn Ouio.—On- the Scioto
the husks of the rice, dry grass, and such like TVer, near Columbus, Obhio, are the celebrated
cheap materiuls, which make a at flame, and rattlesnake dens, which in the early times were
the flue is of course carried directly under the, @ 'errorto the neighborhood. These dens were
whole of the iron vessels. | openings in the fuce of the rock cliff; one was
““When the seeds have steamed ten minutes, : large enough to admit a man in a stooping posture.
or a quarter of an hour, they are thrown into a Here not only the rattlesnake, but muny other

Fortunately, however, the mugger had made | men with stone mallets for the purpose of de- bers; and the entranee floor of one of these open-

up his mind to digest the kid where he was. [
could not help chuckling when I at length got’
hold of the aufnr the wires. While my brother |

was fastening one of them to the buttery, I got | tallow isseparated, or nearly so, although they.
the other ready for completing the circuit; the | generally undergo the process of steaming, &ec.,

mog

ger all the while lying still at the bottom of | a second time, that nothing may be lost. The
the nullsh, with, most iikely, a couple of fathoms

of water over his head, unconscious ol danger, | oil.

taching the tallow from the other parts of the!i“g? was not only worn smooth, but was quite
seed. They are then thrown upon a sieve, heated . polished h}’_"‘ﬂ gliding in and out of these ven-
over the fire, and hested, by which process the ©mous reptiles,
correspondent of the Cincinnati Gazette
says:i—
“I bave heard my father say that while engaged
it surveying, he had occasion to ascend the river
with his party, which they

other part of the seed is ground and pressed for |

\ did in two ecanoes,
and little dreaming that the two-legged ereatures | The tallow now resembles coarse linseed meal,  2bout the middle of April; it was a warm day
on the bank had got a nerve communicating with | but with more white spots in it. and derives its' With a gentle breeze blowing down the river.

'his stomach, through which they were going to|brown color from the thin covering over the seed | ¥ hen about half a mile below this logality, they

] Hall ran
tdwards it, with the sort of feeling which makes send a

. Everything being now ready, I made the fatal
‘contact. Our success was complete. We felt a

' —a mound of muddy water rose, with a mufiled
‘rambling sound, and then burst out to a colum
of dark smoke, A splashing and bubbling sue-
ceeded, and then a great erimson patch floated on
the water, like a variegated carpet pattern.

Strange-looking fragments of scaly sk

flash of lightning, that would shatter his

' scaly husk to pieces. 'l di itting.
adrowning man catch at a straw; and, by means | Fyervi ey the pounding and sitting

|betv.rﬂﬂu circles of twisted straw, five or six of

} ]
Niand laid in the press, which is a very rude and

were I

picked up by the natives from the water’s edyge, | half or two feet asunder, with a thick plank at |
and brought to us amidst a very general rejoicing. | the bottom,

(between it aud the tallow) which is separated by | WeT® assailed by a most peculiar _odor, which as
In this state it is put"-h"?’f proceeded increased to so intolerable a de-
gree, that two of the men were taken violently

which are laid upon each other, and thus forming ill, and were obliged to lie down in the bottom of

y remnant of|gnock, as if something had fallen down the bank | a hollow cylinder for its reception. When this | the canoe.

Soon the cause became apparent, for on arriv-
ing opposite to these dens, thousands of snakes
simple contrivance, but which, like everything Were scen covering the banks in all directions,
!Chiuese, answers the purpose remarkably well."’“‘fj h““k’_"g in '-hF sun. A pair of buld eagles
'T'he press consists of longitudinal beams of con- | built l_h‘*”' nest in the top _“f an old cedar tree
siderable thickness, placed about a foot and a!crowniug the over-hanging cliff, and preyed upon
these reptiles. The hog is believed to be invul-
forming a kind of trough, and the | berable to the bite of the rattlesnake, and in the

straw cylinder has been filled, it is carried awayl

The exploded mugger floated down the stream, | whole is bound together with iron. The tallow | full @ pen was built around the entrance of these
and the curreni soon carried it out of sight. We/| pressed out by means of wedges, driven fin | dens, and the hozs confined there intercepted the

fun, we smoked our cheroots that evening in si-
lence—except when we proposed schemes for the
annihilation of the crockodiles. A great many
plans were discussed—but none that offered much
chance ofgsuccess. The next day, ufter breakfast,
I was showing my visitor a galvanic blasting ap-
paratus, lately received from England, for blow-
ing up the snaps (stumps of tiees) which ob-
struct the navigati-n of the river. [ was ex-
plaining its mode of action to him, when he sud-
denly interrupted me with—

“The very thing! Instead of snags why not
blow up the muggers?"

I confessed that there could be no reason why
we should not blast the -mugg-rs. The dffiicnlty
was only how to maunage it; yet the more we
talked of it, the more feasible did the scheme
appear to be. The brutes keep pretty constant
to the same quarters, when the fish are plentiful;
and we soon aseertained that poor Sidhoo'’s mur-
derer was well known in the neighborhood of the
nullah., He had on several occasions carried off
goats, sheep, pigs, and children, and had once |
altempted lo drag a buflslo, which he had caught
drinking, into the water; but, from all accounts,
came off seecond best in this rencontre. There
not being enough of water in the nullah to drown
‘the buffalo, the mugger soon found that he had
caught » Tartar; au§ after being well mauled by
the iuﬁhlu'a horns, he was fain to scuttle off and
hide hims#If among the mud.

were not at all sorry, for it looked sucha hor- | yery tightly with stone mallets, and passes through
rible mess that we fell no desire to examine it. |4 hole jn the bottom of the press into a tub,

Our sense of triumphant satisfaction wWas, ! which is sunk there to receive it.
however, sadly damped about a week alterwards, | It is now fread from all impurities, and is a
when we received (he mortifying announcement | gapyi-fluid of a beautiful white color, but soon
that Sidhoo’s mugger was still alive, andon his |
old beat, apparently uninjured. It was evident
that we had blasted the wrong mugger! We con- |
zoled ourselves with the reflection that if we were |
not Sidhoo’s murderer, it was very likely he was |
not wholly innocent of otheratrocities, and th |
fore deserved his fate.

OFf course it was impossible to rest while Sid- |

inside of the tubs which ecolleet the tallow is
sprinkled or dusted over with a fine red earth,
well dried, which prevents the tallow from ad-
hering to their sides. It is thus easily removed in

hoo’s mugger remained alive, so we were notlong
in preparing for a second expedition. This time
' we took the precaution of not charging the bat- | . 1o o0 Lag

tery until we were certain that the bait was swal- ;
lowed.  The acid, diluled to the necessary
strength, was therefore carried in one of these

brown earthenware jars called graybeards, which | ] :
had come out tous full of Glenlivet ;vhisky*italThﬁ cake, or refuse, which remains after the

: : ‘tallow has been pressed out of it, is used for fuel,
:E'E:&T;‘i’:ffdh::?f:"ﬁEltl?:dkﬁu";z :E:nsér::i]; | or to manure lhf land, and so is the seed from the
without Eetting a bite, were getiing rather dis-
heartened, and sat down To rest, struck a light,
and smoked a gharoot. Hall lay down, having
manufactured an impromptu easy-chair out of his

coil of rope, with the inflated goatskin placed
‘above it. My brother was not long in imitating
his example, and I lay down under the shade of
some reeds, near the water’s edge. The heat was | North Carolina contuins upward of two million

[ had olizerved, when blasting the snags, that upnrﬂsive—apd we were disenssing the prqh- nn!'uu_nf wild swampy land, w.nic}l is covered
the concussion produced by the discharge had the ability of getting a bite that day, and lamenting | principally by a heavy growth of rich pine tim-

L]

very large, and finely ornamented with golden
characters,

tracted.”’
It may be remarked that this tree has been cul-
tivated in South Carolina for more than a hundred |

vears, and appeurs well adapted to the climute.—
\ [E:I:.
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gets solid, and in cold weather is very brittle. The |

£re= ‘a solid state from the tubs, and in this condition |
the cakes are exposed for sule in the market. As|
‘the candles made from this vegetable tallow have .
a tendency to get soft and melt in hot weather, | Sometime reward the bold adventurer with extru-
they are commouly dipped in wax of various
reen, and yellow. Those which
are inlended for religious purposes are generally |

~other part of the seeds from which oil is ex- |

Uses or THE TurrEsTINE TrEE.—The State of |

effect of killing all the fish within a range of some | that we had not brought some pale ale along |ber. The trees are generally of great size, and
twenty or thirty vards. After every explosion, with us—when, all at once, I got a sharp blow | extend in unbroken forests for miles and miles.
they were found in + _ _
the surface of the water with their bellies upper- tha bank likea teetntpm—acumpamnn P_'ﬂl'“FE to
most. Hall, who was revolving down the opposite bank.
It now occurred to me, that if we could ouly The ropesand skins went rushing down the nul- |
get within 2 moderate distance of the mugger, if lah at a tremendous pace. 55_ S00N as wWe recov-
we did not blow him to pieces, we wnulg at all | ered from the laughterinto which we were thrown
events give him a shock that would rather aston- | by this droll scene, we set off in pursuit, guided
ish him. An explosion of gunpowder under | Dy the track which the inflated skins made in the
. water communicates a muach severer shock to the | water. ‘ ‘
objects in its immediate vicinity, than the same | Leaving my brother with the coelies in charge : :
quantity of powder exploded in the air—the ofthe ba.lt:ery. I ran on to where the bank Wﬂsithat all the sap escaping from the wounds will
grea‘er density of the water enabling it, as it more sheiving. I had not waited many minufes flow directly down to the reservoir designated
were, to give a harder blow. ‘before the skins came flouting round the corner, | for its reception. The process of chipping is re-
Having made our arrangements, Mr. Hall, my |to where 1 was standing. 1 seized the one to peated eyery week or two, to give a fresh surface
brother and myself got into a small canoe, with | which the wire was attached, 'deslnﬂg my hrutheir from which the juice exudes, uuntil after a few
the blasting ‘apparatas on bourd, and dropped 1o charge the batiery, and bring it down. This
down the stream to where the uullah discharged he did much sooner than I could have expected,
its waters into the Rohan. We then got out und | for us the battery was enipty, one coolie wus able | Large forests of dead trees are constantly seen
proceeded to a village closa by, where we obtained, | to carry it upon his head, while my brother Look | stauding, tall and erect, without branch or bark,
for a few annas, the carcass of a young kid, A |the jar of acid in his hand. As no time was to| resembling a large ship yard filled with tall, dis-
ﬂﬂﬁl[ with about Bix pou nds of E““Pﬂﬂdﬂr, Hﬂ-d bﬁ Iﬂ'ﬁl. I mﬂ'dﬁ the connection WI“] the hﬂttEl‘;’ l. ﬂ]ﬂ.ﬂ':lﬂd masls. II:I:I‘.D the bﬂlﬂi near the gmuﬂd
haviug the Eﬂnducﬁ“g wires ﬂuh};he_d‘ was then with ope of the wires, In an instant the circuit | the Juine—-a crude mrpﬂnline—begius to flow
sewn in'o the kid’s belly. Two strong ropes Wos complete,and the mugger’s doom seuled. 'about the middle of March, slowly at first, but
were also tied to this bait; and, to one of these  There was a momentary pause—owing, I sup-

mare rapidly s the warm season advances, and
the condneting wire was firmly bound with small | pose, to some slight loss of insultation in the slowly ag:in in autumn, until it ceases altogether
cord. The ropes were about thirty vards long,

wires—then came the premonitory shock; then!in winter.
and bad each attached to its extremities one of | the ramble, the smoke, and the sparks, and a| The liquid, about the consistence of honey, as
the irflated goat skins used hv water carriers.  great bloated mass of flesh and blood rose to the it flows, is removed from the excavations as they
Hall, with his goat-skin under his arm, and a coil | surface of the water. Hall culled out to us tﬂiﬂl‘ﬂ filled, and transferred to barrels, where it be-
of loose rope in his hand, took one side of the drag it ashore, and see whether we could get any | comes a soft solid. The average yield of these

all its mines of golden ore, for they produce im-
mense quantities of tar, turpentive and resin.
The juice of these trees is produced and manu-
factured in this wise:—

A cavity is cut in the trunk of the tree near
the ground capable of holding about three pints,
Above this, in vurious places, incisions ure made
in the tree, and a shullow groove is cut in the

!

of ten or twelve feet.

gteat numbers, floating on | on the leg, while my brother came spinning down | These forests are more valuable to the State than

bark leading from every incision to the hole, so!

years the trees are bluzed on every side to a height

il

* |

return of the snakes to their winter quarters, and
destroyed great numbers of them.

One hard winter, when the snakes had retired
to the inner recesses of their retieat, or were
torpid with the cold, an attempt was made to
break up this resort; a quantity of gunpowder
was carried into the cave, and a train laid; the
entrance was blocked up, and the powder fired.

' Not much was accomplished by the explosion.

The charge found vent upon the top of the hill,
half a mile away, and made an opening of several
feet square along side of the old mill roud—prov-
ing that there exists a large cuvern which may

ordinary subterranean discoveries. As yet none
have been hardy envuzh to explore it ith the
seitlement and improvement of the country, the
snukes have alinost if not entirely disappeared.”
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Tue Eprrorian Proression 1x CALIFORNIA.—
Editorial life in California is described in a veln
of extravagant humor by one of the fraternity.
Relerring to the daily duties which devolve upon
the members of the Press, he gives this order of
proceedings to be followed by the Editor:

First—gets up in the moruing at ten o’clock;
dresses himself, puts on his hat, in which are
six or seven bullet-holes, and goes to a restan-
rant for breakfast. After breakfust starts to the
office to look over the papers, and discovers that
he is called a coward in one of them, a liar in

'another and a puppy in another; he smiles at the

pleasant prospect of having something to do;
fills out and dispatches three blaunk challenges, a
ream or two which he always keeps on hand,
ready printed to save time; commences writing a
leader, when as the clock strikes eleven, a large
man, with a cow-hide in one hand, a pistol in the
other, and bowie knife in his belt, wulks in and
asks if his name is ; he answers by knock-
ing the intruder down two pair of stuirs with a
chair,

At twelve o’clock, finds that h's challenges
have been accepted, and suddenly remembers
that he has a little affair of that nature to settle
at the bench that day at three o’clock; goes out,
kills his man, and then comes in and dines on
stewed grizzly; starts for the office, and while
going there, gets inixed up in a street row, and
hus. the heel of his boot shot off by accident;
langhs to think how beautifully it was done; ar-
rives »t his sunctum and finds an “infernal ma-
chine’ upon the table; knows what it is, and
merely pitches it out of the window; writes awn
article on “moral reform,’’ and then starts for the
theatre; is attacked on the corner of a dark al-
ley by three men; kills two of them, and tukes
the other to the station-house. Returning to the
office at 11 o’clock at night, knocks # man down
who attempts to rob him; kills a dog with a paving
stone; gets run over with a cab, and has the tail
ef his coat slitted with a thrast from a knife, and
two bullet-holes put through his beaver, as he




