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BURGN DISASTER, - | |

vance and operationa of troops
under Thornburgh from Chicago
T¥mes speclals gives full partiou-
lars of the affair:

The troops were aceompanied by
a sapply train of 31 wagons. After
reaching what is known as the old

fortifleation camp, company E, 4th
infantry, was dropped from the
command, with orders to sitation
at that polul ms a guard to passing
supply traios, and to bo used as &
reserve If required. Maj, Thorn-

mainder of his command, number-
ing about 160, and met no Indians
until he reached Bear River, about

65 miles from the White River
Ufe agemcy. Here be met 10

ed, sald they were merely out on
allttle hunt, and were tne soldiers’
and white' man’s frlends. After-
ward nothing was sesn of the
aavages until the commang reach-
ed Williams' Fork of Bear River,
when the same 10 Indians were
agaln mel. This time they sug-
gested to Major Thornburgh to
leave his command, and, with an
escort of tive soldiers, scoompany
them to the agency. Msj. Thoru-
burgh held » consultation with his
ufigeryy and Lhe comolusion was
reached that this profler on the
part of the Lodilans might lead to
nnother Modo¢ trap, and he did
not mecept the proposal. His
scout, Mr. Joseph Ranken, was
especially ohcrt in oppositionto
the request of the Indians, Maj.
Thornburgh then coneluded to
march his column within hailing
distance of the agency, where he
woald accept the proposition of
the Indians, but was met alout 25
miles north of the agency
by - from 150 te -800 warrlors,
who had been lylng in ambush,
but the command, under the guid-
ance of Heout Ranken, left the
road just above where the Indiana
were in ambush, and thus avolded
’an utl;em whigch w‘(lm:u thﬁavocbalan
n all respecta equ o @ Custer

X 'I'.':g command took a
trail leaving the road,and un-
expecledly met the foe. Major
Thornburgh at once threw his com-

ans came up in line of battle to
within about 300 yards, and halted,
Msjor Thornhurgh’s orders were
not to make the first fire on the In-
dlans, but wait an attack from
them, After the two lines had
thus faced each other for about ten
minutes, Mr. Ranken, the scout,
who is an old Indian fighter, see-
ivg the danger in whieh the com-
mand was placed, hurried to Ma-
Jor Thornburgh’s side and request-
ed him toopen fire on the enemy,
saying at the eame (ime that
that was the only hope. Masjor
Thornburgh replied: “My God, 1
dare not! My orders are positive,
and, if I violate and survive, =
court~-martial and an ignominions
dismisaal may follow. I fesl as
though myself and men would be
murdered.” By thls time the
[ndians had flanked them und,

ving the war-whoop, opened fire,

be .wagon-train wns  eoralled
sbout three fourtha of a miile in the
rear of the command. The cavairy
L dismounted, and fighting on
g, slowly retrested. Ms]. Thorm-
bufgh, seeing the gerw hich
threatened his command from the
position of the Indians, al once
moved about twenty men and
thade a charge on the foree of Indi-
ans between the command and the
timin. Maj. Thornburgh and thir-
teen men were killed. The  re-
mainder of the command, then in
retreat, tucceeded In reaching the
corralled traip, which ‘was by
thils time surrounded by Indisns,
The command then, with much
haste, made breastworks of the wa-
gons, and held their position untl)
7.50 'Monday night, when the Ia-
dians withdrew. In the engages
ment 14 were killed and 35 wound-
ed, kKvery officer in the command
was shot, with the exception of
Lieut, Cherry, of the 3th Cavalry,

ANOTHER ACCOUNT,

The following particulars were
Obtained from the courler wheo
brought the dispatches from Cspf.
Payue after the fight. Major Thorn-
burgh’s expedition agalnst the hos-
tile U;‘o Indians, wh-n“:llrhlnt.gﬂ
miles ney, b or the
night ol’widm. alt;, and the
Major sent Grafton Lowry, one of
his scouts, to the agency te com-
munieste with Agent Meeker and
to see how matters stood, He found

he utmmost exclte and gon-

fusion rmr ng. Indians had
sent all thelr old men women and
children south toward the Blue Hiv-
er. The warriors were decorated and
painted in the usual style. They
t to murder Mr, Meoker,

w ¢ LI
t
3&” ’{‘:; g‘ﬂlz’ : !gd M Mr.

Meeker told Lowry that he at-
femp to leave the agency with
his family, but was prévented by
the Indiane; that they (the [ndi-
ane) signified their remdiness for

ot T e e
mhr move o ganr

and fire the bullding, but were a

time prevailed upon to de-
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