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abee afternoon and the speakers in

evening were arapataarapatra lewis
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hoaglandcla land and andrew jenson with
re bowlesbowles as translator after the
irr evening meeting the chief
hau delivered another speech in

he propounded a number otof
eions in regard to certain principles
iee gospel these were successfully
ered by presidentresident gardner who in
liningillingbatheaem spoke with trefreedomedom
ease andabid seemed to give entire
action to the chief and all who were
jettial some odtheof he native brethren
wokespoke A good spirit prevailed in

shee meetings and the general verdict
i that we had had a most excellent
e during the day and evening the
was very warm the warmest day of
season so far in new zealand
onnolayday dec ayd we

anniversary of the prophet
ab smiths birthday in new zealand
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i bird edgar 0 best and hoera
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e paralenePa tui denare
kisi kaaea heberdebercC pejexex through
W bowles and foi fe HuaiHua ahitahi

lentdent of te creore branch A

was blessed in the afternoon meet
indand several sick persons were

I1 a Distesteredered to during the day and even
elder thomas J obrien left for

ikesas bay to attenattendd to some marriage
quinnie S in his district

imadaSesdayy december A number
r efe hawkes bay saints returned
r abliein in the morning for fear oloverof over

owl it ibeabe waa
eod wisdom to hold only an everiaeven f

keelingcetih on this date some at the
arton faintssaints europeans visited
wai1110 and in the afternoon mr price

alpher from masterton took a
I1

victurepicture of kapawai meeting howehouse
conference visitors the elders irom
J and the chief occupying

A ral position in the same A nega-
tive was also taken of the cartertoncarvertonCarUsaadahdily school in the evening the
finishing meeting of the conference was

it was commenced at 7
aad continued for fully four hours and
it UK or until 1130 P m following
filhe names of the speakers andrew

through president gardner
a KaraKar ilianaaitiana rewa maka

aftkabau pomare batinga autu
diate

1 ilialto a sister Hakaraia hemi aporoadoro
IL xiiKukumerowkumeroameroa beera Ve Kanae

at

hana Te Kanae a sister Peniamine
hamakawaHaw akawa james S abbott and wil-
liam gardner these speeches were
generally interesting lull of meaning
and rich in sentiments much of
what was said was an endorsement of
the teachings given by the elders from
zion during the conference some of
the speakers also denounced the acts of
the church of england missionaries
who in many instances had defrauded
the natives of their lands one case
was referred to by catene hemi from
the south island where the church
mentioned had received a donation of

acres of land in return lorfor which
the missionaries had only built one
small meeting house lorfor the natives
several appropriate hymns were also
sung during tilethe session this was the
largest meeting I1 have ever attended in
new zealand or anywhere else and
toward the latter end of it it kept the
deacons busy most of the time pokingpoking
away at the sleepers with ththeirei r longong
sticks whenever these officers olof
which there were quite a number inin
active service saw anyone dozing off or
edeneven nodding they would step up close
to the sleeper and if this was not suf-
ficient to awaken him they would apply
the point of the stick to the limbs body
or head of the sleeper until an awaken
ing necessarily was effected our
deacons in zion might learn profitable
lessons from their maori brethbrethrenten as to
howbow people can most successfully be
kept awake when they are being ad-
dressedessed by tedious longwindedlong winded speak-
ers

the Waira rapa district of the
australasian mission may properly be
termed the cradle of mormonism so far
as is concerned as it was here
that the first successful missionary work
was done by latter day saint elders
among the natives of new zealand A
european branch of the church had
existed at carvertoncartertonCarcarte arton inthein the Wairarapa
valley for some years when elders
alma greenwood and ira N hinckley
junior in july 1883 began to preach
the gospel to the maorislaoris they com-
menced to baptize july 21 1883 or-
ganized the first native branch of the
church at kapawai august 26 1883 and
the second at teke orore december ilith
following the branch was
organized december ath 1886 and when
this latter branch was divided in may
1887 that part of it which was made in-
to a new branch was called the
branch and the late chief pilipi
set apart as its president these four
branches totogethergether with the european
branckbranch at cartertoncarvertonCar constituted the
Waira rapa district at the close of 1894
and represented at that time one hundreahundred
landand forty nine baptized members or

including children two hundred souls
belonging to the church but during the
presentresent year a new branch calledkravakoParanako has been organized by elders
george bowles and H lee bradford
there are four elders laboring in the
district at the present time of whom
two watch over the maori part and the
other two the european part of the
district

the branch consists of the
saints residing in the native village of
kapawai and the european burg of grey
town the latter being the terminus of a
branch railway fifty three miles north-
east of wellington and six miles from
Carter lootov kapawai is two miles east of
Greytown near the Ruama hanga river

which is the principal stream of the
Waira rapa valley

the branch contains the
saints residing in the lower or south end
of the Waira rapa valley or in the vil-
lages of Kohunui anui and

the meetings and sun-
day schools are held at which
is situated on the main road running
south from Grey town and distant from
that place about thirty miles

the branch has recently been
mated with the branch prior
to that it consisted of the saints residing
in the village of Wai tapu situated on
east or01 left bank of the Ruama hanga
river in the Waira rapa valley about
twenty five miles south of Grey town or
twelve miles inland from the ocean

the Para nako branch embraces the
saints residing in the village of Para nako
which stands on high ground three
miles inland from the east coast or
about fifty miles east southeast of
Mastermastertontoti rhefhe branch was organized
july 28 1895

te creore branch consists of the
maori saints living in the villages of
te creore bione zion abura and
manaia the greatest number in abura
te creore lies three miles northeast of
Milmasterton bione between te creore
and MasmastertontertOD which is a Europeuropeaneam
town of inhabitants situated on
the railway sixty sixbix miles northeast of
wellington the elders laboring in the
district have their headquarters at mas r

and occupy a little house which
the native saints have built for them at
bione the creore branch has quite a
history

the cartertoncarvertonCar branch presided over
by swen august nilson embraces altall
the european saints living in a very
scattered condition in the Waira rapa
valley the branch was raised up by
elder jens jensen who organized itir
february 20 1881 since which it has
seen a great number of changes and
both pleasant and unpleasant experi-
ences

wednesday december christ-
mas day the village bell rang at the
usual hour 5 p m and
though most olof us who didadid not sleep in
the meeting the night before had by no
means obtained sufficient sleep or rest
we rose cheerful and happy and ex-
changed

t

the compliments of the season
with one another it was the first time
that many of us elders present spent a
christmas in a southern zone in
the middle of summer and hot
weather the early morning hour
found Ta mahau the village wetchief
out greeting his visitors A com-
mittee consisting of both elders and
maori bretbrethrenhrin hadbad been apponi ted to
arrange a program lorfor christmas day
and had been busily at work and ac-
cording to their arrangement the peo-
ple gathered in the meeting bouse at iaama m to listen to the exercises thechief Ta mahau who had been appoint-
ed president otof the day made an ap-
propriateprop opening speech after which
hebe gave out ajan opening hymn and call-
edd upon president william gardner
who had been chosen vice president for
the day to pray elder gardner offered
up an inspired prayer which softened
the heart of so much that hebe
shed tears of joy and then he con-
tinued his speech in which he exexpress-
ed

ress
his great love for the elders angand said

that he believed the message they bore
was true elder gardner responded in


