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liam D. Kelly, surveyed 1,734 miles
southward from Quito, through
Eeuador and Peru to Cuzco, the
ancient capital of the Incas. The
whole line, counting in loops already
projected or in process of construction,
will meapure 4,500 miles, extending
from the lower border of Mexico, fo
which the Mexican rallways now run,
clear down to the upper boundary of
Argentina.

Engineer Kelly completed his task
first, and although his corps was No. 8,
. his report will constitute the first vol-
ume of the report of the interconti-
‘nental railway commission, and it will
appear in a few weeks, Iingineer
Shunk’s volume will follow shortly
after, and Lieutenant Macomb’s will
coneclude the series, Iach volume,
brimmiog with beautiful photo-
graphic reproductions of life and
scenery in the. tropics and among
. the snow-clad Andean ranges, besides
descriptions and incidenits of adven-
ture and prabtical engineering data,
will be of absorbing interest, as the
advance proofs Indicate, and will show
thatan iotercomtinental railway such
as is proposed ean without question be
built whenever the various American
republice or individoals set aboutdoing
it, Allthree of the expeditions report
that the respective governments and
people of Bouth and Central America
received them with open arms, treated
them as proteges and rendered them
officially and personally every assist-
ance and attention in their power,
showering upun them courtesies and
civilities without stint.

The cost of conatruction is estimated
to vary from $20,000 to §60,000 per
. mile, or a total of nearly $148,000,000.
At this, 1t would be less ot & financial
undertaking than the trans-Siverian
railway now being built by Russia,but
would be of vastly greater importance
politically and financially. The inter-
continental railway commission make
a report strongly in favor of the
scheme, showing its certainty of suc-
cees as & financial investment; but
when such a great underiakiog will
be begun is a matter of extreme un-
certalnty, though no doubt it would be
a poteut factor in upiting in one all
American interests,

ASIATIC DIPLOMACY.

China, like all great bodies, moves
slowly, but at last the emiperor has
issued an edict setting forth the cause

‘of the present war with Japan and
‘commanding the wvarious rulers and
army officers to prepare for defense
and to annihilate any hostile fleet or
army that may approach the borders
of the empire,

Japan lorg ago explalned to the
world that the Asiatio peace depended
on the evacuation of Corea by China
and that as this could not be accom-
plished by peaceful means the war was
inevitable. In the proclamation It was
set forth that the “‘equilibrium?’ is Asia
was just as important asthatin Europe,
and that it was constantly threatened
by the agreesive policy of China. Now,
the Chinese ruler maintains tbat the
Japanese without just cause invaded
Corea, a Chinese dependency, and
treacherously attacked ships sent on a
mission of peace to that country. He
says the policy of Japan is condemned

by the several powers as unreuonable’
and unjust.

No clearer evidence can be given of
the influence western civilization has
exercised on the diplomats of Asia
than the efforts made by the rulers of
the two belligerent countries to repre-
sent their motives and intentions in
the most roseate hue possible, Neither
Japan mor China wants the world

at large to bave the impres-
sion that the war, however sav-
age it may be in its delails,

is prompted by that brute instinect
which Jeads to combat and carnage
amony the beasts of the field. They
both feel sorry for it, but they cannot
help it. In fact the highest considera-
tions of humanity and civilization de-
mand that they butcher each other,
To take their words for it, one would
coneluie that China and Japsn, in
the excess of their philanthropy, are go
eager to preserve the peace of Asia and
to asgist their little neighbor in its
struggles against rebels and thieves,
that they have to fight each other for
the privilege of rendering this great
service. There is no selflshness in it,
but their motives are pure and dis-
interested.

That is diplomacy of the genuine
Bismarckian school, I[tis crude enough
and too tramsparent to cover the real
canses of the war; yetlt is in a line
with the diplomatic explapations
sometimes given by European states-
men st critical pointe, and it shows a
remarkable advance. Barbarous chiefs
or ralers do rot take pains (o hide their
real motives. If their weaker neigh-
bors offend them, they will simply in
a flt of rage command their generals to
vigo and eal’” them and their land.
When a country has learned the neces-
pity of diplomacy it i= already far ad.
vanced. The progress may as yet have
reached only the ruling class and its im-
mediate surroundings, but in countries
with decidedly paterpal governments
that is both the most important and
most difficult achlevement, From the
upper claeses of the people any ad-
vancement will quickly exercise
influence on the masses, who sooner or
later will follow.

Now that war is declared in earnest
we may look for a long struggle, un-
less something unexpected happens to
bring. it to a sudden elose. Japan
eannot well give in, for the reason that
her defeat would mean internal revo-
lution and perhaps the overlhrow of
the newly established eivilization in
that country. It is & grave ques-
ilon whether KEurope ecan afford
to remain passive in the view of such a
probability. And tbat China will not
retreat unless compelled to, may be
taken for granted. The war is there-
fore likely to continue Indefinitely al-

most, or until the resources
of one of the combatants are
about  exhausted. It is pre-

dicted by some that before it is ended
the European powers will be involved.
Itis true the feeling in Russia, as ex-
pressed by semi-official organs, is very
strong against England on account of
a babit acquired by this country to in-
terfere in everybody’s policy in foreign
parts of the world, and there is some
clamor in Russia to seizs a province of
Persiaon the road to India; but notwith-
standing this,the probability is that the
war will be confined to the Asiatic
belliger -nts and that the European

powers Interested will be content to
divide amicably any epoil they may
be able to obtain as the result of their
friendly offices,

—_——

SPREAD THE GOSPEL.

The importance of missionary labor
is kept constantly before the Latter-
day Baints, because on them is gon.
ferred the obligation of bearing witness
of the restoration of the Gospel in this

dispensation and carrying the divine
message to every nation., To aecom-
plish this purpouse the Baints engage in
missionary iabor to an extent that is
unknown samong &any other people.
Notonly do Klders go out in Com para-
tively great numbers, breaching the
Guospel without money and without
price, but the people as a body engage
ina vast amount of missionary werk in
various waye.

Oune of the most potent means of ajd-
ing the missionaries in carrying their
testimony to the people amopg whom
they travel is for those who have
gathered to these valleys to write to
their friende and former associates, so
that the latter are inlerested in ;nd
are friendly to the Eldere, and listen
to the testimony they have to
deliver. The spirit which accompanies
this testimony i8 never without awvail
tor the good of the work when given
an opportunity to operate, And when
the Klders bear letters of introduction
from those who have gathered here,
they have 8 way opened for them to
preach the Gospel which ctherwise
would remaip closed, Those who are
in the field realize this to the full ex-
tent, thereiore It 18 tuat such requests
are made of Lthe Baints asthe following
which comes from Elder Hepry S:
Tanper, president of the California
mission, whose address is No, 205 11th
street, Ban Francisco:

I am very desirous of having the
or people of Uiah, who have felati%:incﬁi
friends in California who they think
would receive the Elders, communicate
with me, for in so doing they will assist
us greatly in this mission. "If we have
letters of introduction and are able to
meet the people in formal ways, we will
be better able to make friends and estab-
lish ourselves in different localities, In
this state, as in others, formality is a
heavy weight.

We wish all the assistance we can get
from the people in Zion, for the apparent
prospects of this mission are not very
flattering. A great amountof work has
to be done to make a little showing.
Nearly all the past work has been in
reclaiming the stray sheep which have
wandered from the fold. Strangers will
not hear our voices as yet, though we
hope that in the near future the Lord
will open our way that we may be able to
reach the hearts of the people and feed
them spiritual food.

I hope that our friends will awvail
themselves of this opportunity, and as-
sist in the furtherance of truth.

Every faithful Baint will compre-
hend the pecessity of heeding the
requests made by KElder Tanner and
others who are in the mission field, It
is pot alone on the Elders who are
called on missions that the responsi-
bility for preaching the Gospel rests.
They are specially called to perform a
particular part of the work, Bauat
every one who has heard the Gospel
is under the divine command tv pre-




