THE D\’éBSERET WEEKLY.
+ —_—

333

- - — = =
The City officials of Ogden wholsaintgﬂ know that unless we havel pare the inhabitants of the earth for
the giuidance of the Lord our God | tle coming of the Lord, Jesus con-

have signed this petition, have
placed themselves in o very awk-
ward position. Being charged with
the execution of the City or:iinances
against gambling and prostitution.
and repeatedly urged fo euforce
them, they suffered these evils to
grow and flourish right uuder
their noses. When it was found
that the enforcement of the City
ordinances was improbable, and
the Territorinl statutes were
brought into action by an offi
cer required to execufe them,
those Cily officials endeavored. to
have the diligent officer removed,
for presuming to meddlein a matter
that they comsidered belonged ex-
clugively to them and which they
had continuously neglected. Can
they reasonably object, if unkind
people conclude that the evidence
favors the idea, frequently expressed
in Ogden, that they really wanted
the evils complained of to continue?

And in view of all the facts, may
not the People’s Party hold up to
other parts of this Territory asa
warning, the course pursued in
regard to gross social evlls by the
“Liberal’? authorities of Ogden, and
add to the financial misdoings of the
Tooele ““Liberals’” when in office,
the social vagaries of the Weber
*‘Liberals,’’ and. eall upon all lovers !
of honesty, purity and consistency
to beware of ‘“Liberal*’ accession to
political power?

SALT LAKE STAKE CONFERENCE.

The Balt Lake Stake Confercnce
commenced in the Tabernacle, Balt
Lake City, Sunday, September 1, at
10 a. m. There were present on the
stand: Presidents Wiltford Woodruff
and Geo. Q. Cannon; A postles Jno.
Henry Smith and Heher J. Grant;
President Angus M. Cannon ani
Counselor Charles W. Penrose;
President Elias Morris, of the High
Priests’ quorum; members of the
Btake High Council, Bishops and
others.

President Angus M. Cannon
called the congregution to order,and
the choir sang:

Redeemer of Israel,
Our only delight.

Prayer by Elder W.C. Dunbar.

The choir sang:

On the Mountain's top appeanng,
Lo! the sacred herald stands.
PRESIDENT GEORGE . CANNON

addressed the congregation. As we
have met together in conference
this morning, he said, it is our
privilege to have the presence of the
Bpirit of the Lord.  Latter-dny

our ¢fforts to establish righteousness
in }Jhe earth or to accomplish the
ol;‘ects we have in view would be
i1y vain.

/I suppose that in this congregation

here are hundreds of men who

ave taken foreign missions, who
have traveled east and west, north
apd south, without purse or serip,
putting their trust in the mercies,
kindness, and promises of God. In
this respect we are a unique people;
I know of none lke us. I know of
no people on the face of the earth
whe have been tested in their faith
to the same extent.

The present fashion of preaching
the Gospel of Jesus is for men to be
employed specially for the purpose
and receive a fixed salary. It is
considered neeessury that they
should be educated for the miniatry
in places of learning where theo-
logy is taught, where they may re-
ceive those qualifications which are
deemed essential for their ecalling.
In this respect we have come in con-
tact with all the traditions of our
age. Men have been chosen to

reach the Gospel of Jesus Christ

ecause God designated them for the
purpose. As to educational qualifi-
cations, they were a matter of sec-
ondary importance. Having been
chosen of d, He is capuble of en-
dowing them with every necessary
gift in order to proclaim His word in
purity and with power. In this
way that which the world calls
“Mormonism”’ has been carried
from land to land, from island to is-
land, from continent to continent,
until there is searcely a spot in this
habitable globe that has not been vis-
ited by the chosen servants of God.

[t is time that faith should be re-
stored to the earth in view of the
dreadful mareh of infidelity on all
pides. That living faith which men
once had in God and His power has
almost departed. According to

resent ideas, God has withdrawn
flimself completely from the affairs
of men, He goverms His uni-
verse by great and universal laws,
and all special providences in
favor of His children are no longer
exercised. If there is anything for
which I am particularly thanksul
it iz that God in His providence
has permitted me to live in a day
when this living faith bas been re-
gtored to the eartl, when He has re-
venled His everlasting Gospel in its
primitive purity and its ancient
sower, that He has also re-organized

is church with the same officers,

the same authority, the same gifts,
graces, and blessings which were
the characteristics of that eliureh in
ancient days; thankful that I am as-
sociated with a people who have
this faitlh, and are willing to make
any and every sacrifice which God
shall require at their hands, know-
ing that He is able to reward them
abunJantly. Men will be judged
hereafter according to their kaowl-
edge and the opportunities which
they possessed here below.

Tn these last days, in order to pre-

{ descended to reveal Himself once

more from the heavens. He
came Himgelf in person, astounding
though the statement may seem; for
from the end of the first century un-
til the beginning of the presentone,
sucly a thing as the heavens open-
ing and the Bon of God
making His appearance, as
angels  being seen by man
haﬁ been unheard of; and such
a thing is atill believed to be im-
possible, Men imbued with hatred
seek even to kill those who bear such
testiinony, and declare it to be false.
Not content, indeed, with hating
and persccuting one who testified
that the Father and the Bon had
appeared unto him, they shed his
blood as generations before the peg-
ple had shed thatof the prophets and
apostles who had borne a similar
testimony to them. But much
as it may come in contact with
the prejudices of the age and all its
traditions, shoeking the sensibilities
of some persons in regard to the
feelings they entertain concerning
God’s niethods of doing business—
notwithstanding all this the fact
remains that the Lord has appeared
and revealed himsellf in our day
and that His Son Jesus Christ has
shown Himself to mortal eyes,quick-
ened by the power amd Spirit of
God. The eyes of one man’s under-
standing were opened, and lhe saw
with that spiritual discernment
which God gives to His favored
children. Up to that lour, for
generationg, there had been 1o
clear conception of the charac-
ter of the Deity. Some sup-

sed He war a spirit univel‘aalﬁ'
diffused through space. Bome en-
tertained one idea and some another;
there existed a variety of viewscon-
cerning the Deity, His charaeter
and attributes. ut this man,
Joseph Smith, declared that God
and Jesus appeared amd that they
were two personages, fhe one re-
sembling the other, thus cor-
responding with the statement
of the Apostle Paul and others
who have written on this subject—
that Jesus was the expressed image
of His Father, that He was in His
hkeness, and ecorresponded to the
saying of Jesus, ““He that hath seen
Me hath seen the Father also.””> But
is the testimony of this boy all that
we have to rely upon in connection
with this matter? No, Thauk God
we are notleft with this testimony
alone. We bhave gifts and testi-
monies that sustain it in every par-
ticular.

This Church,notwithstanding the
derision of men, has been led by
those gifts from that day until the
present. Thousands of persons who
have been familiar with other reli-
glons, who have been members of
other churches, are ready to testify
that they have received those gifts
and that the power of God rested
upon them. Things to come have
been revealed to them, they have
dwelt in this atmosphere of divine
favor, they have been faithful
workers of the Church of God, wit-
nessing in an unexampled manuer
that (God was pleased with them,
had accepted them, would bestow



