» DR. TALMAGE ON ATHEISM.

Elder J. E. Talmage spoke in thé
Twentieth ward meetinghouse on Bun-
day evening on the sublect of Athe-
fsm. He began by describing the vari-
ous divisions ot heterodoxy-athelam,
infidelity and materialism, then
#ketched briefly the systems opposed to
this—Theism, Deism, Polythelsm and
Pautheism. These were all made
plain to every listener, and then the
apeaker proceeded to hissubject proper,
showing bow the disposition to wor-
shlp something—the sun, the bills,
graven images, fire, anything where
the mind bas not been educated up to
the Christian standard—is inherent in
our species. He ridiculed the idea
that idolatry belonged only to past sges
and was confined to the untutored,
showing how the golden ealf in other
forms is worshiped as much now as in
the daysof its creatiop,and even more.
It was also shown that the worship
of the calf that i8 not golden, in the
shupe of flocke and berds, is more
,n-evalent now than ever it was; that
or the snke of these idolized symbols
men will swear falsely before their
Muker and thrust the neck of an inno-
cent fellow creature into the noose if
need be to gain them or a portion of
them. **Then,*’said he,*if the King of
Terrors thrusts his haod into your
family circle and takesaway a loved
one; if you see another lingering in the
shadow and about to depart, ¢all loud-
‘ly cpon this god yon have created—
this superlor thing that you worehip
and adore—for aid and comfort, and

it wil} not give them. Why, then,
worship a thing having no
power and unable to respond to

your calls?** Thespeaker’s illustrations
weres. numerous 8od 80 apt as to make
r]nin beyond controversy all his posi-
tons; so striking, indeed, were spome of
these that even to many of those who
were prepared for them they seemed to
be an awakening, the bursting forth in
& new and striking form of more or less
dormant faote. The most striking
feature, perhaps, of Elder Talmage’s
reagoning is the leaving of nothing to
the'listener in the form of an ipse dixit.
His last worde were: ‘“Let us ever
keep before us the words spoken upon
8inail, amjd the thunder’s roar and
the lightning’s fiash—¢Thou shalt bave
none other Gods but Me.? »?

THE RIGHT OF SUCCESSION.

Last evening, according te an-
pouncement, Elder B. H. Roberts, of
the Presidency of the SBeventiea, de-
livered a lecture, in the Assembly all,
under the auspices of the Y. M. M. I.
A. Theproceedings were cenducted
by President Joseph H. Felt, of the
aspocintions of the Salt Lake Btake,
The audience was very large, the hali

belng filled.
Eller Roberis selected for bhis
subject, *“T'he Right of Bucceesion

to the Presidency of the Church.”
The fatroductory part of the lecture
was Jevoted to an explanation of the
nature, authority and duties of the
Priesthood. The speaker quoted from
the awncient scriptures and from
modern revelation in support of hLis
egunciations. Hethen plunged into
the subject proper, and handled it in
the most logical and convibelng
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manoer, The main proposition . in
support of which his chiel arguments
were aimed was that at the death of
Joseph 8mith, the quorum of the First
Presidency was temporarily destroyied
and that, Bending its organization
anew, the Presidengy of the Church
devolved In the interim upon the quo-
rum next,in [point of authority—the
Council of the Twelve|Aposties, The
historical fact of Joeeph having, some
time previous tp his death, bestowed,
according to his own declaration,all the
keys aud powers pertaining to this dls-
pensation upon that quorum, coupied
with the ohligation on”  their
part to build up and eatablish the work
of God in alk-the world, was referred to
by thespeaker. Elder Roberts theu
exhihited with great clearness, by
historical facts, quotations from the
revelations and sound argument, the
fallacious character of the c¢laims of
HBidoey Rigdon, who wished to be ap-
pointed guardiau of the Church at the
death of Joseph; Gladden, Emmet and
others who broke off from the main
boedy, Finally he disposed of the
claims of the so-called reorganized
Church, which assumed definite shape
1n 1860, after the lapse of sixteen years
from the death of the Prophet Joseph.
HBe took up seriatim the arguments
used by that sect im support of the
claim of **Young Joseph**—son of the
Prophet—to the right of sucoession and
showed their absurdity, Numbers of
quotations from revelations relied upon
by those people as upholding the clatm
of lineal right to the Presidency were
read and shown to be opposed to that
proposition in place of sustalning it.
Toward the conclusion of the lecture
Elder Roberts depicted the magnitude
of the achievements of the Church in
which the oracles bad existed from
its orgapization in 1830, throwing into
apecial relief the greatness of the work
performed for the salvation of the dead
as well as the living,

It is fmpossaible to give anythiog like
‘an adequate idea of the lecture in =
brief allusion like this. Indeed it is
unoecessaly us we understand it to be
the intention to publish it in full,

At the close, President Woodrufl' de-
livered a brief and exceedingly inte-
resting address, in which he testified
to the truth of the statements made by
the lecturer, and related a number of
incidents connected with his personal
experience and observation during the
taying ordeal through which the
Church passed immediately followlng
tbe martyrdom of its first President,

MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT WORK.

We bhnve received from™ Mrs, Eilen
Jakeman a lengthy article wrltten by
her on the subject of the syslemalic
linea of study marked out by the
general puperintendency of the Mutu-
al Improvement Associations, On ac-
count of limited space we are unable
to publish the introductory portion of
it, but take pleasure in presenting the
part which describee the practical
working of the curriculum:

1 hailed with joy an oppeortunity {o
see the syatem given n practical test,
procured the text books for the firat
year’s course, and joined the class.

Dr. Milton H. Hardy was our
teacher, and we were formed ibtoc an
M. I, Asscciation or model working

‘studies.

claes, of whiolh he beoime president,
The first day we were told why the
system of etudy wae gotten out, were
given a detajled lecture on system and
method, and the plan of study: “What
is it??? ““How is it done??” *“Why?"
were (ully explained.

The mountain that had loomed up
before ue perpendicularly and Im-
passible, removed to a disiance, and
looked down upon us benignly and en-
couragingly, while rolling hills of eany
ascent stretched between the simple
student and the heights to be finally
attained.

Liessons were assigred unpder those
terril:le beadinge, and we found
Theology a very slmple, practical, rich
little work of some 260 pages, written
by B. H. Roberts, while the review
questions of the Manual were of sugh a
nature as to fix the points worth re.
membering in the reader’s mind, For
History we were assigned lessousin the
Old and New Testaments, Book of
Mormon and Dickens? *Child’s
Histery of Eniland,”’ which, with
their review questions, proved to be
very Ioteresting and iostructive
Many people are never able
to approximate biblical eveuts, or fix
the books of the Bible in their histori-
cal order. This Manual has divided
these studies into dispensativns, and
almost every student of the peventy
enrolied gave voice to their appruval
and appreciation of thisspecial feature,

fcience gave us anotlier surprise.
Ft was a little Firast Book of Naturce,
bringing the kingdoms in their proper
order, written by ocur own Talmage,
He has divestea truth of hyperbole and
platitudes and all Gre¢k and Latin
pames. It it a8 sweet and f(resh as
pature itself; and with that, as with
the taste of *‘Literature’’ given us in
this year’s course (a few cholce selec-
tions from Washington Irving) it |s
read with a relish by young people
who have, ‘herstofore, read only such

works ns  ‘‘Jesse James'? and dime
novels, or nothing at all. There is
one more little book in this M.

I. reading couree which comes uu-
der the head of History. It is a
biographical sketch of the ¢‘Life of
Nephi,” written by Presldent George
Q. Caunon, and taken from the Book
of Mormon. The etory is so pleasants
iy and graphioaliy told it can butcreate
an appetite for what is left untold.

~ Every day these lessons, progressing
step by step, were assigned to lectures
from the class, while the review ques-
tions were distributed among other
members, and every day we recelved
the most practical instructions in offl-
sers’ work. A few eXamples must
do duty for a long list of subjects, as
this article we fear in becomiog too
long: ‘“The seating of congregations,”
“How to keep the roll and record”
“#“Minutes.?” ‘“The wlasdom, discretion
and couriesy necessary in answering
questions,” **“Quallfications and Jduties
of officere.”” The relations of the M.
I. A.to the Church, to sanitary mea-
sures, to aniusemeunts, to finances, and
politics. Creating appetites for those
who have none, and how to feed the
hungry and encourage the timid.

We hiad musie leszons in a class ca-
pacity, civil government and parlia-
mebtary law clasges,underibe ausplcea
ol this mode] association, but not of it.
They were officered distinctly, had
their speeinl instructors, minutes, ete.,



