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in his paws whined uneasily during the
conversation and finally got up and
approaching the table laid his head inthethe old mans lap vF

see that now exclaimed he witha knowingowing winkevery time marthy or me has anythingHS to say about movinmoving out that wiseole coon jeses kicks up a 4big fuss
dontont you fret ole maje when wegoes you goes and an assuring pat on

theln head set bajes attenuated talltail to
wagging furiously as he resumed his

place by the fire with every indicationofr perfecte act trust and contentment
1 imrn a pretty good talker myself

aid the old lady laughing but you
ess git jeff started about the tricks ofatt doag an he can beat me all hol-lerer

taint tricks marthy whena0 brute like him saves any
blodysodys life I1 can tell things about ole
laje that ud make any hones man

love im and sometime when the gen
letdemena got time ill say somethin

about it maybe
ROWhow we did enjoy the homely hospi-

tality and yarns of these children
1ofI the woods torfor we rested here two
bayaift sister martha insisting upon
washinghashing and mending our clothes
while we wrote up our journals read

and wrote letters home
she brought out a photograph of a

handsome young woman one evening
which she told us was her daughter

fine looking gal you say
wellell I1 ruther think she Is dont know
whether the breezes that Dr
whartonharton used to talk about had any-
thing to do with it fer I1 was a likely
enough lookin gal myself at her agebutout you know jeff an I1 have lived up
hetewe in these pine woods for moren
twenty years and of course donna was
bornorn here

it was when donna was a weetinyny mite of a baby that dr wharton
ciritt camecagne to our little cabin in the
woods late one summer afternoon and
axed me if I1 manage another
boarderaarder fer a few weeks said hedbeaneen kin to business ruther too
lostelett and had been oble eged to git out

lerfer a while or peg out altogetherpore critter I1 felt sorry for him
ileti looked that pale and used up I1
wasas actually afraid wed have a funeralover him if he did stay or find him
dead somers in the woods if we sent
bilntan to find other housen houses

jeff hummed an hawedcawed a bitIW I1 had ruther too much on my hands
how with the baby to look arter an

of the mill bans to cook for withonly a ten year ol boy for ginneral
roustabout but I1 give leffjeff the wink toletet him siystay and stay he did

who toted ye up axed jeff asrobob helped him off with his overcoatmorfor the evenins Is cold up here even
irl june and I1 setact him a cheer dostbyoy the blazing pineknot fire in the big
deplaceweplace

he held his thin white fingers overnee blaze as as he turned half round to
r one of your mill hands out

bere bolard the sawmill and
ltit was a pretty trip for a feller

I1th one foot in the grave dont you
and he coughed dismally ivenearly killed myself physic ing othersI1 thought id try this kind 0

medicine to see by actual experience
howow it ud work poso when I1 found
another feller in the same fix id know
howwv to prescribe for him but the first
dosese was rather too strong with a
whimsical laugh which ended in a fitotof coughing
cheerily though he looked a little

oh youryour jes tired jeff answeredaay one of MarMarthythysfl cousin sup-pers and a comfortable shakedown by
thee fire an be all right in the
morning

1I bustled round to git him a nicearm supper but it was donnas bed
birnette and oh my how she did howlhow

I1 felt plum ashamed of the little cy-
cloneII11 bob took a turn walkin the
floor with her an to laa la turntum
turntum turntum but jeff got fidgety chinkinthinkin
he could do better an trotted the mite
till the doctor stand it any
longer

here give that youngster to me
in regular doctor order about style ive
done more 0 that sort 0 business I1
reckon than you have and jeff with
a blush an a laugh handed her over
accordinglyaccord

Is she hungry he seat to me
no I1 answered only sleepy ill

take her in jes a minnet for im acost
afraid youre too tired to babies

11 no I1 think it ud rest me he an-
swered with a twinkle in his eye that
made me laugh

bob acost any
feller ud be glad to get away from that
sort of a racket an he walked off in
high dudgeon

you see bob was jealous for he
thought that he could manage that
baby all right if wed only give him
time enough

well strsir I1 alsysalays knowd that doc-
tor understood his business when I1
seen him manage that baby id al-
ready told biln id take her in a minnet
but law sakes I1 Wa troubled my-
self for he jes laid her up against his
shoulder and cooedcoded an stroked an
patted and in five she was
fast asleep

ive got a little boy at home about
her age a wistful look comin into hishia

I1 took her his arms to lay
her in her crib born on the first of
may

well I1 swan aez 1I
by gum aez jeff with a grin our

baby was bornbom on the first of may too
at ten minutes to six in the morning

quite a coincidence said the
doctor for our baby got here just ten
minutes ahead of her what do you
call her

11 oh just baby she aint got no
name yet we aint found nothing
good enough for her I1 wanted her i
called marthy but my wife objected to10

being called big marthy or ole marthmaeth
for the rest of her cateral life so there
it stansstana you suggest some
thin kinder hihah h ciketlike

im not much up to that sort of
thing said the doctor about the first
thinglhing that would occur to me would
be aconite versus belladonna or some-
thing like that

aez jeff scra chin his head
high sosoundingsoundln nouga im sure but
ruther long for an everydayevery day name
dont you think

the doctor laughed though I1 de-
clare I1 see a thing to laugh at
then an idea struck me an I1 said

your babas name
don maynard says he and was as

sober agin as a judge
jeff winked at me sames to say

he hates to think of the little fellar for
fear hell never see him agin

11 111I think the belladonna part of it is
real pretty aez 1I and its something
like your little fellars name sort 0

twins like you know
how would you like donna may

assays the doctor an that justjuat setsettledtied it
an donna may shellsheal be to the end of
the chapter

well dr wharton staid with us
pretty nigh all that summer onan went
humlum a hull sight better and lived many
a year arter that though he said at
first hed little left to live for an one
day he told me his story

ilehe said his people had lived in
chicago an that his father had given
himalm an excellent education an expected
great things of him but he ladkad fallen
in love with and married their ser-
vant girl a beautiful english emigrant
who hadbad joined the mormonscormons in the
ole country an weawas on her way to
attahtah when her money gave out an
she stopped there to earn more

there was a terrible scene ahem
his father learned of what he called his
sons disgrace an the ole man disowned
him

his cifes health began to fail an
he brought her down to aiken to see
what the climate would do for her
but in spite of all his care an skill
she died when her baby came a vic-
tim of a remorseful conscience he said
for havin zoneeone back on her religion

after he went away from here he
settled in columbus an a ew years
later married a proud young society
belle of the city which suited his ole
father better an reinstalled him in
his good graces

for a number 0 years they spent
their summers here and sech times as
don and donna used to have

when don got big enough to go to
school he used to bring his books up
here in the summer an teach donna
all he knew and she want slow in

it up either bob used to git
pretty jealous for hed considered
donna his special property but bob
was sullen and an donna

abear him I1

who was bob we ventured to
interrupt

oh a youngster who any
folks an jeff let him stay with us
thchinkininkin he bought be useful to chore
about the house till he got big enough
to help in the lumberinglumberin an earn suthon
for hishimselfself

the summer donna was 7 years old
don brought her a beautiful puppy
an where maje comes into the
yarn

dr wharton called him
or some sech name anyhow he was
extra smart an knowinknowln an hes no
fool yet though he isin gettin ole

never was any love lost
bob an that doag though he

took to the rest of usua powerful quick
when he was two years ole bob

an don had a tiff as to who was to
help donna across the mill bridge with
the mens dinner an bob the big
bulkin coward crowded the little un
into the mill pond

the water was pretty deep awan
swift an don ud a been a gonerflroner

for the men hear donnasdonsaft
screams if maje jumped in anan
towed him to shore

bob was pretty when he saw
thought what he came near doin awan I1reckon if maje had a got at him hed
a tore him to pieces but bob took to
his heels for the woods an he adver
came back to stay arter that there
was a camp 0 moonshinemoonshinersra way up
among the hills an bob tuck up with
them but he used to come herehem of
errands some times an then maje
showed his teeth in a way to make bob
keep himself as scarce as possible he
laid strychnine for him twice but as
luck would have it we found it before
maje did an then jeff told bob if he
set his foot on this ranch agin holdhed be
tempted to lay him out so we faint
seen bob here since

when donna was twelve we sent
her to columbus to school for she

abear for don to be gettin
so fer ahead of her an las year she
cum hhumum alallI1 itfinished up to ataystay firfer
good we thought but law sea hu-
man naters the same the world overan shed found some one she cared
more fer than her ole dad

the day before christmas arter
helpin me with some extra fixfiginsins she
said shed take a walk down the road
a piece as she was kinder expectexpectinginesome friends to spend christmas with
her

we ax her any questions tutbutwe smelt a rat you know an shestarted off lookin as happy an sweetas a rose
jeff begin to git ineasy

an said hed walk down a piece arter
her

oh she all right aez 1I for she


