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REMARKS

MADE BY

PRESIDENT GEORGE Q, CANNOY,

At the Opentng of the Sizly-fourth Semi-
Annual Conference of the Churoh,
in the Tabernacle, Sail Lake Cily,
Utah, Friday Morning, Oclober 6ih,
1898.

(}!EI‘OHTED DY ARTHUR WINTER.}

By request of President Woodruflf, I
arise to make the ovpening remarks to
the Conference. This is ourBixty-fourth
gemi-annual Couference, and we meet
togetber this morning under circum-
stances that, in some respects at least,

are exceedingly {avorable to us a8 a
eople. We have our trials and our
difficulties to contend with Bnd over-
gome; but we &are in & state ot proba-
tion, and It 18 Dot to be expected that
we shall be iree from theills that trou-
ple humanity and tbat nre conreguent
wpon BN earthly exjstence; in fact, as
Liatter-day BSaints, we have been nb-
gured, Bmeog other things, that we
should bave trials to contend with, ar.ld
they would come in various forms, (o
tert our faith, to prove us snd to give
us that experience which s 8o neces-
gary for us in our future careers,
wWe have had, since we last met,con-
gjderahble trouble in flpancial matters.
You Bl mre douhtlesst aware of Lhis,
You bhave no douhs felt it individually,
as we huve felt {t a8 a Church. Prob-
ubly 8t no time in our previous ex-
purience bave we had to contend with
pecuniary embarrassments as we have
had of late. Itis not necessary that
we should dwell upon the causes that
have produced these embarrassmente;
they sre familiar to yousll, You know
the burdens that lhe Chureh bas had to
pear. But the pecple, In very many
fpstances, have responded willingly to
the calls that have been made upon
them., We know of breibren who
have run in debtia order to furpish
means that they subscribed for the
completivn of the Temple, and the
burdeu was borne, [ wuny 83y, joy-
fully by the brethren und sisters. We
resolved that with the help of God we
would finish the Temple and dedicate
it to the Mowt Higb on'the sixth.day o

_pelled to inour.

April, 1893. The Lord helped yasto
keep that reaolve and He abundantlhy
poured cut His Holy Bpirit upon us,
id testimony of His acceptance of tiat
glorious work, But the people have

 feit this burden—that Ig, they have

falt the debts that ithey have been' com-
The Church collect-
ively, represented by the trustee-in-
trust, bas also felt this. Neverthelesa
we have been greatly hiessed In hav-
ing abundance of food in our valleye,
and sufficient sbelter, and comfortahle
nhouges in which to dwell, Contrast-
tng our circumstanoes in these days
with the past, we have abundant cause
for thanasglving and for glorifylng our
God.

It le very interesting to rFee the fRv.
orahle condition of uffaire abroad, so
far as we are concerned. The wrath
of man has been turned aslde from the
people of God, Who could have
thought a few years ago, when we
were surrounded, it might be said, by
u feeling of intepse enmity and hatred,
and a spirit that seemed anxicus for
our destruction, that such 8 wouderful
change weuld occur within eo short a
period in regard to public epinion?
The recent visit of the ghoirto Chicago,
with the First Presidency, has heen
most gratifying in its results, I be-
lieve it hae done more good than the
preaching of s large number of Elders
could bhave done, and we Were re-
ovived with the utmost consid-
eration anod kindoess. [ ‘uvannot
meution anytbiog that is more illus.
trative of the changed feeling than to
state that the House of Representatives
bies passed the hilli returning to the
Church its personal property. Thjs
shows the disposition that is being
ménifested Lo treat us with that con-
slderation and fairnesa with whicbh
other citizena of the Republic are
treaced, Well, we can pralse our God
for His mercy and kindpees to us, be-
cause this is in fulfiliment of the
promises which He has mude. He hds
told ue that when we should pass
‘through the deep waters He would be
with us, and He would sustain and de-
liver usj; and we ihis- day, in this con-
ference, can prajse and glorify His
peme with all our hearts for having
fulfilied His promises to us. We are
living evidencts of the truth of that
which He bas told us.

Throughout our vaileys we have
reasonably goou crope. In  some
places they way be a little short; but
there has enough been raised to sus-

upon us, including our flocks and pur
.herds. I do hope, aa we all must, that
'th_roughopt all these valleys no cry of
distress shall ascend to Giod our etersal
. Father, not even from an animal; but
that we will adminijster of that which
‘the Lord has given to us to supply the
wants of sll the children of men-who
may be brought tn contact with us' and
be destitute, and espediaily to those
who belong to the household of faith,
Our Teachers, our Bishope and olr
Rellef Bocieties should take great pafas
to see that tbere is no want, angd that
there will be no want this witter, for
tuel, for shelter, for food or for necges-
sary oclothing. We can in no way
better wshow our gratitude to our
Father in heaven for that which He
has done .for us than by admlais-
tering to our fellow creaturee; -for
if we do not love our brother whom
we have seen, how can we love God,
whom we have not sesn? How can we
better show our love for our greal
Creator than by taking care of His
children, and thus return to them, in
some measure, the kindcess tbut He
hasshown to us?

Wehave, us you know, donse all in
our power to promote the manufacture
of sugar in our Territory. The Firat
Presidency and Tweive have taken
upon themselves individually, as well
aB in their organlzed capacity, very
heavy burdens in order to oarrx this
project out, We were lwpressed and
fmpeolled to do this by the manifeste-
tions ot the Bpirit of God through our
President and to each ope ol us who
received that testimony., We felt that
this was right, that it was an enter-
prise that should be teken hald of, and
though we have had many obstucles
to centend with, the greatest or which
has been -the. diffioulty of rajsing
money, Devertheless we have carried
the load as best we could, anu we have
the-gratification this season of feeling
that the Lord bas been very kind
indeed to His people. Ha has hleased
their fields. He has blessed the craps
of beets, We are told that they are
yielding very generoualy of sacoharine
iuatter, and faust the prospect ia we
abpll have good returns in sugar, and
begin to be ahle Lo meet the obligations
which rest upon us. We wanl to
spesk favorably of this enterprise, We
want to urge it upon the Lalter-day
Bainte, We want to say everythiog
in its favor to sustaln it and make it a
success, to turnish employment to our

,beople, and to give our farmers remun-

taln us and uli who are dependent!eration for their inbory helplug them to



