THE DESERET WEEKLY.

lens, regardless of every‘('f'ﬁe elae’s
views. IfI were to go, and all the
rest were to go, with thisspirit, then
the 8pirit of God would be felt in
our midst, and that which we would
decide upon would be the mind
and wiil of God, because God would
reveal it to us. We would see light
in the direction where we should go,
and we would behold darkness in
the direction we should not go.
I allude to this, brethren and sis-
ters, because it is probally as good
a tlme to mention this now as at any
time. Bometimes it is the case that
men, betore they go into council,
talk over matters and exchange
views, and get their ideas already
fixed. The result is, when they
come together, they are not in a con-
dition to receive the mind and will
-of (God as they should be. That is
the way politicians do. Politicians,
before they go into conventlon, are
apt to canvas over tlie men or mea-
sures they are going te sustain, and
by exchanging their views get
themselves so that they know they
are going to stand by each other. [
say to you, as KElders and Latter-day
Baints, that anyithing of thatkind in
this Church is not right, is not of
God. Itis not right for us, before
golng into eouncil, to commit our-
gelves to any line of action, nor to
any declsion. It is just such things
a8 these that frequently lead to divi-
sion and to strife in the Church
of -Christ—men determined before-
hand that they are going to have
thelr way, regardless of others, I
am going to have my will; I am
going to carry my point; [ am going
to have what I think to be right,
regardless of the will of others or of
the will of God.”” Beware of such
a spirit! It will lend to evil, to
division, to strife, and to the with-
holding of the mind and will of
God from us, Now, if we love this
work and desire its prosperity; If we
desire God to rule and to coutrel,
we should say: ““Not my will,
Father, but thine be done,*® just as
our Bavier did. He would not allow
His will to conle in contact with the
will of His Father, although de
was the Son of (God and one of the
Godhead. He taught snbmission on
this point. Thut should never be
forgoiten by any of us. You read
His life and His expressions—how
full He was of reverence for His
Father, our Great Creator. Hehad
no will that was not entirely subject
to the will of His Heavenly Father.
If this were the case with our Re-
deemer, with the Creator of the
world, how much more should it be
the case with ug who are o much
inferior, and who know so little in
comparison with Him.

Now, brethren and sisters, in the
fanmily this same thing applies.
There are mapny things arise in
families. The father and the mother
get together. They want t> come
to rome conclusisn respecting some
enterprise, perhape; it may be res
perting a som or a daughter—the
course to tuke in relation to that
son, the best advice to give to that
daughter. How should they come
together? Bhould it be with their
minds fixed; the mother determined
that she js poing to have her way;
the father determipned that he is

golng to have his way, he beingthe
head? No; the father And the
mother should come together, and
every member of the household,
with a sfpirit to walt upon the Lord,
to wait for the manifestation of His
mind and will; not with any pre-
conceived idems and a pre-deter-
minped plan; for when that is the
case, then thg manifestation of the
mind of the Lord is withheld so
that we cannot, under such eir.
cumstances, receive the light of the
Bpirit.

This can be carried intoall the de-
tails of life; for it s the privilege
of the Latter-day 8Saints to have
revelation; it is the privilege of
fathers, of mothers, vf children, of
every member of this Churceh,
Young orold, to receive revelation,
under proper circumstances, and
when needed. A nd this is the way
to reeeive it. This i the way that
the Church of Christ is gulded.
Manoy suppose thut the Lord, when
He wants a thing done, sends His
angels to tell us what todo. He
may Jo under certain circum-
atances. But the guide that God
has given unto the Presidency of
this Chureh, and unto the A postles,
and unto 411 who stand in responsi-
ble stations, is the Spirit of God, the
Holy Ghost. TItis by ifs guidance
and by the light which it gives that
this Church is led, Awnd it is ob-
tained by waijting patiently for the
Lord to make known His will and
Kreparing ourselves for it, asking

im to give it. It comes then in
power. ‘It comes with the clearness
of the light of the sun. It -comes
overpoweringly, so that there can
be no doubt left in the mind as to
the correctuess of the course. In
this way this Church has been led
from the beginning. It isbeing led
in that manper now, and it will be
fed in that-manner until Jesus him-
self shall come. If the Church is
led in thiz manner, then, of course,
¥you can see that every department
of the Chureh ought to be led in
like manner and by the same influ-
enve. When the Holy Ghost is with
you, then God is with you, and the
power of God I8 with you; for the
Holy Ghost is one of the Godhead.
This is the precious privilege that
God has given unto those who have
entered Into coveuant with him. It
may oot come with any outward
demonstration. You remember
about the Prophet Elijah. Hestood
upon the mount before the Lord.
“And, behold, the Lord passed hy,
apd a great and strong wind rent
the mountains, and brake in pieces
the rocks hefore the Lord; but the
Lord was not in the wind: and after
the wind an earthquake: but the
Lord was pnot in the earthquake;
antl after the earthguake & ﬂre;; but
the Lord was not in the Are: and after
the fire a stillsmall voice.”? 1t wasin
the*‘still small voice?’that God mani-
fested himself. 8o it is with us.
When that still small volee I8
heard in our hearts, and we listen o
it, it wHi guide us in the way of
truth aud reveal unto us everything
necessary for our salvation and ex-
altation. 1f we follow it carefully,
we will walk in the path thal will
lead us to the presence of God™ Then
when we dwell in His presence we
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shall see as we are seen,and know as
we are known. But now we have
to walk by faith, and not by sight,
and the Holy Ghost is given to guide
us in the path that God has marked
out.

The preaching of the Gospel has
produced most wonderful results in
thizs respect. We have been told
that ail the nativnsof the earth will
have to be warned. This Gospel will
be preached as awitness, Jesus said,
unto all nations; then the end shall
come. I have felt that some of our
fulks sometimes have been consider-
ably exercised at the thought.that
every creature would have to hear
the pound of the Gospel. But God
has ways of warning the inhabitanta
of the earth as well as by the voice of
His servants. The nations of the
earth have received very great and
powerful testimonies, that will leave
them without excuse, although they
may never have had an Elder visit
them. It has been thought that a
great many thousands of people that
ought to hear the Gospel were left in
ignuorance, and that we have not
dooe our full duty in watning the
rich and the learned, and those who
were ouiside of the circle whieh our
Elders geuerally reach. Now the
facts are these, when we louk at it
properly: It seems to me that the
inhabitants of the earth are left
without excuse, kecause of the
knowledge of this work that has
gone forth among this pation and
among all the nations of the earth.
Itis true, there have been a great
many falsehoods told ubout us, and
A great many honest people have
been decelved by these faisehoods.
But, uevertheless, the sound of this
Gospel hag goneto the remotest ends
of the earth, and the character of
this work is such that the inhabi-
tants of the earth are left witheut
an excuse—at lenst, in many of the
pnations. They are held without ex-
cuse, if not for rejecting us, at least
for not investigating the prineciples
of the Gospel.

1t is mow about fifty years since’
the Baints began to gather from
Europe to Zion. During this time
pumerous ships have crossed ihe
ocenn, bearing Latter day Buaints to
the piace which God has designated,
as a place of gathering. This has
not been done in & corner. It has
been done in the sight of all the
¢ivilized nations of the earth. They
have seen and heard of the Latter-
day Saints guing up to Zion, in ful-
fillment of the predictions of Isaial
and Micah copcerning the gather-
ing of the Balnts in the last days.
Isalah snys:

And it shallcome to ])nss in the last days,
that the mountain of the Lord’s hounseshall
be estabhished in the top of the monntaing
and shall be exalted above the bills; and all
nations shall flow nnto it.

And many peopie shall go and Bay,,
Come ye, and let us go np to Lac mountain
of the Lord, lo the house of the God of
Jacob; and be will texch us of his ways,
and we will walk in his paths: for out of
Zion shall go forth the, law, and the word of
the Lord {rom Jerusalem.

For fifty years thia has been going
on. I reinember myself, on one oe~
casion, chartering a ship in Liver-

| that ecarried some mnine hun-
dred Latter-day Bainits, and in that
ship’s company there was no less
than eleven patlonallties repre-
sepnted. But if you had asked those



