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lens regardless of everyeveryone alses
views if I1 were to go and all the
rest were to go with this spirit then
the spirit of god would be felt in
our midst and that which we would
decide upon would be the mind
and will of god because god would
reveal it to us we would see light
in the direction where we should go
and we would behold darkness in
the direction we should not go

I1 allude to this brethren and sis-
ters because it is probably as good
a time to mention this now as at any
time sometimes it is the case that
men before they go into council
talk over matters and exchange
views and get their ideas already
fixed the result is when they
come together they are not in a con-
dition to receive the mind and will
of god as they should be that is
the way politicians do politicians
before they go into convention are
apt to canvas over the men or mea-
sures they are going to sustain and
by exchanging their views get
themselves so that they know they
are going to stand by each other I1
say to you as elders and latter day
saints that anything of that kindkiDd in
this church is18 not right is notDOS of
god it is not right for us before
going into council to commit our-
selves to any line of action nor to
any decision it is just such things
as these that frequently lead to divi-
sion and to strife in the church
of christ t men determined before-
handhand that they are going to have
their way regardless of others 1I
am going to have my will I1 am
going to carry my point I1 am going
to have what I1 think to be right
regardless of the will of others or of
the will of god beware of such
a spirit it will lead to evil to
division to strife and to the with-
holding of the mind and will of
god from us now if we love this
work and desire its prosperity if we
desire god to rule and to control
we should say not my will
father but thine be done just as
our savior did he would not allow
his will to come in contactwith the
will of his father although he
was the son of god and one of the
godhead he taught submission orob
this point that should never be
forgotten by any of us you read
his life and his expressions how
full he was of reverence for his
father our great creator he had
no will that was not entirely subject
to the will of his heavenly father
if tbthisis were the case with our re-
deemer with the creator of the
world how much more should it be
the case with us who are so much
inferior and who know so little in
comparison with him

now brethren and sisters in the
family this same thing applies
there are many things arise in
families the father and the mother
get together they want tat come
to some conclusion respecting some
enterprise perhaps it mym y be res
pecking a son or a daughter the
course to take in relation to that
son the best advice to give to that
daughter how should they come
together should it be with their
minds fixed the mother determined
that she is going to have her way
the father determined that he is
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going to have his way he being the
head no the father and the
mother should come together and
every member of the household
with a spirit to wait upon thuthe lord
to wait for the manifestation of his
mind and will not with any pre-
conceived ideas and a pre deter
mined plan for when that is the
case then theohp manifestation of the
mind of the lord is withheld so
that we cannot under such cir-
cumstancescum stances receive the light of the
spirit

this can be carried into all the de-
tails of life for it is the privilege
of the latter jayday saints to have
revelation it is the privilege of
fathers of mothers otof children of
every member of this church
youyoungng or ol01oldd to heceireceiveve rerevelation
under proper circumstances and
when needed and this is the way
to receive it this is the way that
the church of christ is guided
many suppose that the lord when
he wants a thing done sends his
angels to tell us what to do he
may joio under certain circum-
stances but the guide that god
has given unto the presidency of
this church and unto the apostles
and unto all who stand in responsi-
ble stations is the spirit of godbod the
holy ghost it is by its guidance
and by the light which it gives that
this church is led and it is ob-
tained by waiting patiently for the
lord to make known his will and
preparing ourselves for it asking
him to give it it comes then in
power it comes with the clearness
of the light of the sun it comes
overpoweringly so that there can
be no doubt left in the mind as to
the correctness of the course in
this way this church has been led
from the beginning it is being led
in that manner now and it will be
led in that manner until jesus him-
self shall come if the church is
led in thiss manner then of course
you can see that every department
of the church ought to be led in
like manner and by the same influ-
ence when the holy ghost is with
you then god is with you and the
power of god is with you for the
holy ghost is one of the godhead
this is the precious privilege that
god has given unto those who have
entered into covenant with him it
may notdot come with any outward
demonstration you remember
about the prophet elijah heswoodhe stood
upon the mount before the lord
and behold the lord passed by

and a great and strong wind rent
the mountains and brake in pieces
the rocks before the lord but the
lord was not in the wind and after
the wind an earthquake but the
lord was not in the earthquake
and after the earthquake a fire but

lord was not in the flfirere andami after
fire a still small voice it was in

tihesestilltill small voice that god mani-
fested himself so it is with us
when that still small voice is
heard in our hearts and we listen to
it it will guide us in the way of
truth and reveal udarauto us everything

for our salvation and ex-
citation

ex-
altation if we follow it carefully
we will walk in the path thadth will
lead us to the presence of God thenThea
when we ddwell
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I1 in his presence we

shall see as we are se enand know as
we are known but now we have
to walk by faith and not by sight
and the holy ghost is given to guide
us in the path that god has marked
out

the preachingpleaching of the gospel has
produced most wonderful results in
this respect we have been told
that all the nations of the earth will
have to be warned this gospel will
be preached as a witness jesus said
unto all nations then the end shall
come I1 have felt that some of our
folks sometimes have been consider-
ably exercised at the thought that
every creature would havehaac to hear
the sound of the gospel but god
has ways of warning the iDinhabitantshabitants
of the earthbarth as well as by the voice of
his servants the nations of the
earth have received very great and
powerful testimonies that will leave
them without excuse although they
may never have had anaa elder visit
them it has been thought that a
great many thousands of people that
ought to hear the gospel were left in
ignorant e and that we have not
done our full duty in warning the
rich and the learned and those who
were outside of the circle which our
elderselden generally reach now the
facts are these when we look at it
properly it seemsseema to me that the
inhabitants of the earth are left
without excuse because of the
knowledge of this work that has
gone forth among this nation and
amongamoD gallall the nationsnation of theeartathe earth
it is true there have been a great
many falsehoods told about us and
a great many honest people have
been deceived by these falsefalsehoodshoodis
but nevertheless the sound of this
gospel hhasas gone to the remotest ends
of the earth and the character of
this work is such that the inhabi-
tants of the earth are left without
an excuse at least in many of the
nations they are held without ex-
cuse if not for rejecting usas at least
for not investigating the principles
of the gospel

it is now about fifty years since
the saints began to gather from
europe to zion during this time
numerous ships have crossed the
ocean bearing latter day saints to
the place which god has designated
as a place of gathering this has
not been done in a corner it has
been done in the sight of all the
civilized nations of the earth they
have seen and heard of the latter
day saints going up to zion in ful-
fillment

ful-
fillfillment of the predictions of isaiah
and micah concerning the gather
ing of the saints in the last days
isaiah says

and it shall come to passass in the last days
that the mountain of thetre lords house shallshag
be established in the top of the mountains
and shall be exalted above the hills and all
nationsnation shall flow unto it

and many people shall go and say
come ye and let us go up to the mountain
of the lord to the house of the god of
jacob and he will teach us of his ways
and we will walk in his paths torfor out olof
zion shall go forth thethelawlaw and the word of
the lord from jerusalem

for fifty years tbthisis hasban been going
on I1 remember myself on one oc
casion chartering a ship in liverp-
ool that carried some nine hun-
dred latter day saints and in that
snipes company there was no less
than eleven nationalities repre-
sented but if you bad asked those


