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bounty given—§15 per scalp—has had
the effect of thinning them out won-
derfully and extermination is close at
hand. It is estimated that the Rus-
slan forests in 1880 contsined 170,000 of
these voracious pests, and that they,
wiih the nsgistauce of bears, devoured
yearly 200 cbildren and travelers, 500
horses, 1000 oxeu and 4000 other tume
animals; occasionally, In time of great
hunger, they will devour each other,
but this gratifying performance dpes
not seem to be carried on extensively
enough to make much of a diminuiion.
In Austrin, we are advised that 120Q
of them, together with 200 hyenas and
160 bears on aD average are killed every
year. And thus it gues the wotld
around, only we are doing and have
done very much betier than any other
part of it that was ever overrun wholly
or in part by wild animals.

CUSTER'S LAST RALLY.

The painting of Custer’s Loaast Rally
now on sxhibition at 78 w., Becond
Bouth street, la a work of art which
amply repays one for the time aud fee

invested in eeeing it. It is & herole
subject and {s treated historiouliy, not
fancifully, Generar Custer, wuuse
commusnuy has been thinned by the
savages down o less than forty men,
has huddley them together 1n the best
position be could, and there, with no
shielter, eave a lew horeea dead ana
alive, trom the murderous fire ot 800U
o! the Indians surrounuing the little
band, they fight and dle, ouly one
man—n scout—escaping. ‘The piciure
is wooderfully realstio, tue expres-
alon on suvme of the doomed mun’s
fucen being pomtively life-ilke; while
all the minut.;e are ad carefully de-
picteu as is possible on canvas, The
coloring throughout is fine and the
generai efteot impressive to » profounu
extent. 1¢is the wourk of John Mul-
vaney, an Lrish-American ariist, anu
deserves to rank with the grent piotures
of the day.
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AN EX-EDITOR'S SATURDAY TALK.

Lintier-day Saints must always feel
sn interest in such discusslons of
theology as have taken place at lhe
recent trlale of prominent religlous
tenchers by aseemblies of their fellow-
minlsters—especially in cases like that
of Dr. Brigge, one of whose beliefs is
that there is such a” principle as
Sprogressive sanotification.” He doen
not belleve that man’s future 18 un-
alterably fixed when he leaves this
life;, but that repentance and progress
are possible beyoud the grave. Thisis
such a departure from the dooctrine
heretotore believed and taughi by tbe
orthodox sects thai many are shooked
at it, und they teel that a teacher who
entertains such views ought to be
silenced. Whether or not the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter.day Saints
Is recognized as the source from
whence light has come concerning the
future ccnditlon of man and the true
nature of everiasting punishment,
certain it Is that similar views to those
taught by the Elders of the Church
upon this and many other doctrinal

points are now entertained and ad-
vocated by men of proginence in dil-
ferent egects.

As early as Maroh, 1820, the Lord,
through His servant, Joseph Bmith, In
speaking of those upon whom Hls
condemnation should fall and who
should be found at H!s left hand, said:

#“Nevertheless it Is not written that
there shall be no end to this torment,
but it is written endless torment.
A ygaln, 1t is written eternal damnation,
* % ®  For, betold, I amendless,
and the pupishment which 18 given
from my hand, is endless punishment,
for endless s my nnme; wherefore:

*‘Eternal punishment is God’s pun-
ishment.

“Kdless punishment is God’s pun-
ishment,**

In February, 1832, n revelatlon from
the same sousce threw a fload of light
upon the posatbilities for the future of
man in the life beyond thia, and clearly
showed that even the souls in a state

of punishment would be ministered:

unto by these sent from regions of
glory tor their benefit. Subsequent
revelations threw still more iight upon
the fate of those who had left these
mortal scenes without having had the
opportunity of obeying the ordinances
of the Gos.el. Undoubteuly the iu-
formation thus received upon these
interes:ing subjects has attracted tis
attention and aroused the thought of
Hberal-minded men,; for these dootrines
have been taught thiough the press
and from the platform for many years
both in Amerfen and Europe. This
wide-spread publigity has brought
them to the Enuwledgs of people of
ail classeg of poclety who could notb fall
to be lmpressel, to A greater or less
extent, by them; becauss the d-sctrine
that ¢ ,untlees multitudes of mankind
will burn forever in hell-fire, out of
which there is no poseible redemption,
hnse shocked beynond expression many
people and cause] wmany to abandon
religion. Men of the noblest character
have revolted at the teachings of pro-
fessed minlsters of Christi concerning
the fate of those who, moral and up-
right and of exemplary Ii ves, had fatled
before their death to be converted.

in n recent article published in an
English magazine— Ainelcenth CUen-
{ury—a promi: ent scient!fic man, St.
George Mivart, attempts to relieve the
Roman Catholie chureh, of which he
Is & member, from the disoredit of hav-
fng committed iteelf to any dogma
ahout hell whiebh inevitably confliote
with reason and copsecience. Itis a
hopeful sign, and it proves how the
leaven of truth te working, when a
promineni member of the proudest,
oldest and most dogmatie religious
body In Christendom undertakes such
a task as thie.

Hles article hears the strange title,
““Happiness in Hell.?* He admits that
the Catholic church is definitely com-
mitted to the dootrine that soula con-
demnped to hell remain there for all
eternity. The church, he mays, sets
befi:re men buttwo Kinds of eternnl ex-
istence—an eternal existence In the
poseession ¢f heaven and am existence
In eternal exclusion from it—which is
hell. Thers can be no guestion, he
states, that the Catholie church Is
irrevocably committed to the dootrine
that not on y are the damped damned
for il eternity, but that their condl-
tlon is but falotly represented by

e
descriptlons of the most extreme gng

terriblp, torture el heiis d
miﬁiedﬂ‘tg):and‘éaw?:r“i! Ep‘l":.o'\r‘ei) l,{,et;el;

?v,qugl that it is consistent with Qaghg.
ic faith to entertain different vjews
—views which are more in ggq.
sonance with modern per eptions pgp.
cerning justice and banevolence.._.and
that it is even possibleto snfey a degree
of happiness fn hell, Whbile he admits
that the tenanta of hell are jts tenants
eterually, be asgeris that 8 procegg of
evolution takes place In hell ang ghgt
the existenos of the damped is one of
progress and gradual amslioratjon
though never, of course, Lo the extem’
of raising the Jost to ‘‘Bupernatyrg]
beatltude.’’ Tosustain bimself in gh s
view he quotes the nawes of certajy
“Fathers” of the Catholio chureh
who, he says, held that a witigatigy
was vouchsafed to the damned frop,
tlme to time. He c¢alls the doectrine
monstrous and revolting—to which in
his opinion, stark atheism itselr Wﬁiﬂd
be u preferable bellef—that (Ggq
oould punieb men, hoWever sligh.
ly, still less could damn thepy
for all eternity, for anything which
they had not full power tv avoid or
for an aot the nature or consequen pes
of which they did mot fully unge,.
piana,

He explains what he thinkg pg
been the reason why bell has phegp
deacribed as & place of such borrgyg._
It was in order to bring bome o mep
what thelr loss would be by represent.
ing that lors by means of symhgpe
whioch would most effectively strike
the imaginations of the greatest pypy,.
ber of mankind. But he does pg
think that it necessnrily follows that
hell is such a place as they described:
it is only us contrasted with henvep
that it will bear such a desoripting
He presents tuv his readers &n lmagin'.
ary picture of a man, intelligent,nimj .

ble and wealthy, enDjoying the
esteem of all who &know hiy,
the devnted aflectlon of his hm_'

i1y, the peave of a guvod conscienge
and the happiness of a Datura)
love of and union with God, Yet dyjpg
unbaptized, he will, according ¢,
Catholie teachings, he says, be In hel}
and this will be the iot of the lmmengy
number of mapkind who have djed
unbaptized. But though subject g
“pana damni,? of state of loss, thig
writer alieges that I8 no caure of regret
tothem, As he puts it, not havlng
‘‘been raised to the order of grace
they have no aptitude or faculty fg
any higher conditlon and are content,
He appears to think that even the
positively damned may, possibly, be
unconselous of their state, and may,
possibly, have the consolations of g
hoped-tor amelioration, or they may

find in bhell a certain kind gf
harmony with thelr own eongj.
tion and the soclety of soujs

like-minded with themselves. His von.
clusion, after reasoning st some length
in, that “Hell In 1ts widest sense muag
be considered {as for & certain clas:} an
abode of happiness transcending a])
our most vivid antlolpations,” aug
“there is, and there will for ull eteruity
be, a real and true happiness tn heli

This wrlter is careful to impress
upon hls readers that “Purgatory hag
nothing to do with the queslion here
diacusged, since 1t 15 but a passing,tem-
porary state.?’

I bave quoted with some fullnesa the



