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the bones is a postion of the head of
the femur or thigh bone.

Commentiog npon this eurioua find
an exchange says:

‘“The important feature of this discov-
ery is the fact that these relics ware found
in the centre of & vein of ore. indicating
that man was in existence on this con-
tinent when the molten metal was sent
coursing ibhrough the fissures of the
Rocky Mountains.”

[t ia pot improbable that many such
discoveries will yet be made. The
Book of Mormon furnishes the ex-
planation, in the account given by that
.record of the great convulsions of
nature which occurred on this conti-
nent cotemporaneously with the cruci-
fixion of Christ 1n Palestine. The
face of the land was broken up and
mountains appeared where valleys pre-
viously existed, and many of the in-
babitants were swallowed in the how-
els of the earth. Epochs upon this
land that are now regarded as pre-
Jhistoric will yet be understond to be
within the do vain of existing history
-when the claims of the Book of Mor-
-mon a8 an authentic record are given
unprejudiced inve lon.

.

THE FIRST DISCQVERER OF CALI-
FORNIAN GOLD.

Bomg of the prominent magazines
_have lately been reviving anu interest
in the subject of the first discovery of
gold in California. The Ngws also
recently contained an article on that
subject. Among the gentlemen who
‘have been prominently mentioned in
thia connection is the respected veteran
‘Henry W. Bigler, of 8t. George, who
is eredited with being in possession of
themost exact and reliable informa-
tion on the subject. We have received
an interesting letter from him,'of

* which the following 1s the substance: -

“In tho interest of truthful history, I
feel it Incumbent as a duty to speak’ al-
though at » very late date. It has been
said and told to my face there was no use
of talking, for Marshall was not the
man who first found gold in Cali-
fornia. It mav be remembered by

+many of your readers that scveral

-for Church bisigamr.

. 8. Brown, of

- the tirst who found the gold.’
- thesp statements becausa

years ago—perhapa thirty or more—

" George A. Smith advertized for all jour-
-nals kept by members of the Mormon

battalion to
Oflice

brought to the Historian’s
for the purposc of cnlling matter
Bishop Hess, of
Farmington, carried my journal to the
office. When the Historian came to that
part of my diary which gives the account
of the disoover% of gold, [ was immedi-
ately sent tor. Ephraim Green and James
; our cily, were also called
to appear atthe office and questioned as
to who made the discovery. These men
backed up my statement by saying‘Henry
(mysell) 18 right; James Marshall was
I write
there were
others credited with being tho first dis-
cuverers, and to this day these statements

“may be believed by a large portion of

Laiter-day Saints in Utah and out of 1t.”

REMARKS
Made by FPresidené George . Cannon,
at the Salt Lake Stake Conference,
held in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake
iy, Sunday afternoon. March
1s¢, 1891.

I waa very much interested this
morning in the proceedings of the
Stake Conference, as [ have been this
afternoon in the remarks which have
been made. - I am glad to sesso muny
of the Latter-day Baints gathered to-
goether to this Conference. I regretted
this 'norning that our local officers, at
least some of them, were not here to
represent their organizations. The re-
poits which we heard concerning the
condition of the 8take were exceeding-
ly interesting, and I should have been
pleased, personaily, to have heard
more, because I think we do not know
as much about sur own affairs and the
conditions that surround us as we
ghould do. I thonght probmbly the
absence of our brethren was due to this
epidemie to which aliusion was made
this morning—Ia grippe—and which is

going through the community.
But when we meet Logether
in & conference capacity, every

man that bears an officlal position
ought to consider it hie bounden duty
to be present. He owes it to his office;
he owes it to the people who have
chosen him to fill the position; and
it is an act of disrespect when a man is
oot at hia post; at least, that ia the feel-
ing that [ have about myself.

We have heard during our meetings
miany prisciples that are explanatory
of the views that we entertain as a re-
ligipus people. [ think those who
weTe present thig morning would get a
very excellent idea, too, concerning
the character of our organization. It
waa these Jetails that made the meet-
ing interesting to me, becauss they are
not often related 1o our fpublic meet-
ings. The explanations which were
given concerning the organization of
the High Council and the Bishop's
Courts, and their mode of procedure,
would be satisfactory, [ am sure, even
to members of the Church, because
many
familiar with these matters, not havipng
oceasion to appeal to the High Council
or to learn the manner in which they
treat the cases that are brought before
tbem. .

I am often struek, when [ hear re-
ports at conferencen, with the grandeur
of the organizaticn which Gou has
given unto us. [If tbere were nothing
else to give evidence that a divine
hand had _laid the foulidation of this
work and had built its framework, the
character of the organization of this
Chureh ought to be sufficient to con-
vince men, and to satiefy them ihag
Human wisdom had vot contrived the
organization nor plinned the details
connected with it. A Member of Con-
gress, Mr. Haskell, of Kaneas, once
made a remark to me concerning this.
He had been examining our question
somewliat. for the purpose of sustain-
ing legialativn against us. He said:
“Mr. Cannon, what 8 mavnificent or-
sanizauou yon peovle have got. Whence

id you get it??* He wass man that
had paiid considerable attention to re-
ligions matters, so be said; but there
was nolhing that he had fonnd that
compared with this, because of its sim-
plicity and its strength.

7EHE DESERET WEEKLY.

The idea prevailaamong many peo-
pie that tbe Latter-day Sainta are held
together by ignorance—that is, appeals
are made to ignorant people, to their
lower passions and to their cupidity.
it is supposed that our missionaries
have gone forth amonyg the ignorant

| Christ of

members are not themselves

hordes of Europe and have, in glowing
colors, represented to them the advan-
tages that they would have if they
would only join the Church of Jesus
atter-day Saintls, or the
““Mormon?*’ Church, as it is ealled; and
that by painting to them the. a:tvan-
tages they would have in a land like
this, and appealing to them in this
way, eapecially that they cculd have
all the wites they wanted, they were
thus converted to “Mormonism,* and
brought out from the nations of the
earth to this land. I may overstate
this in seying that I think this is the
general opinion; but I have found my-
self very many prople who svem to en-
tertain thut idea and have supposed
that our mede of propagandism was to
send out shrewd men, who appeal in
this way to the ignorunt masses, and
that when the people weie gathered,
8 of o Dumber of

they were the du

cunning men. or this reason
many asttempts have been made
to destroy the influence of the

leading men of this Church, because it
has peen thought that if their influence
could only be killed and they be de-
prived of their power, the work of dis-
integration would commence immedi-
ately, and the whole structure of ‘““Mor-
monism?’ would crumble to picees,
This ia the secret of the constant at-
tacks which the leading men of this
Chuteh have had to endure. They
have been like so many targets, at
which the shafts of calumny and of
malevolence have been leveled. They
have not been pafe in their persons;
they have not been safe in their prop-
erty; they have not been safe in their
characters; and [ may add, they have
oot been safe in their lives. Clearly
illustrated in our history has been the
truth of that which the Savior said to
His dlsciples in anclent daya, to the
effect that men would actuaily seek
theirJives and think they were doing
God service in killing them.

The facts are, however, that there is
no freer people upon the face of God’as
footstoo] than the Latter-day Baints—I
weann, free from any kind of spiritual
bondage. I do not think there ir na-
other community oo the earth compar-
able with this in this respect. Every
man that hulds offiee among us holds
it because t.haﬂs)eople choose to sustain
him in that office. The people are ap-
pealed to constantly to exercise their
right in this respect, in a church
caparity. Whiie we believe that God
chooses His servants, it is for the peo-
ple o say whether they wili sustain
them or not. When the people are in
a right condition, and the servants of
God are in aright condition, then there
is harmony, there iz union, there is
that oneness of which we have heard
This is characteri-tic of the actions o
thia Churcl. As we have had told w
us this afternoon, we sbould be one,
even as the Father and the Bon are
pne. There is no remsun why human
heings should not dwell together in
loveand in union. But because tbey
‘do hive in tnis condition. it does Dot
follow that they surrender their judg-

ment, or their free agency, or that they




