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through that Spirit, that He lives, that
His Prophets are upon the earth, that
He has established His Church in the
earth with all the ordinances and author-
ity, with every key and gift necessary
for the salvation ot the children of men,
He has also testified to them that this is
a preparatory work to the second com-
ing of the Son of Man, when He shall
again stand upon the earth, not endur-
‘mg the contempt and scorn of the chil-
dren of men, but He shall come as
King of kings and Lord of lords, sur-
rounded by hosts of holy angels, and
that He shall establish upon the earth a
kingdom that never shall be thrown
down, but shall stand forever and for-
ever, immutable and indestructible.

Doubtless,in the days when the Savior
lived upon the earth, those by whom He
was surrounded looked upon the claims
that He made as being very pretentious;
and in like manner, the children of men
today very probably consider that the
Latter-day Saints make very great
claims. Well, they do; and they are
entitled to do so because of the work in
which they are engaged. It is a work
which will fulfil the sayings of the
Prophets from the beginning until now,
and is })reparatory to the coming of the
Son of Man, and the ushering in of the
millennial reign, wherein there shall be
geace on earth and good-will to men.

ut before that day should come, it has
beéen declared that there should come
in the earth a situation of affairs that
would cause the hearts of men to fail,
for fear ot the things that were coming
upon them. In the 24th chapter of

atthew it is recorded:

And as He sat'upon the mount of Olives,
the disciples came unto ‘him privately, saying,
“Tell us when these things shall be? and what
shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end
of the world?

His disciples had been calling His
attention to the mighty temple at Jeru-
salem, to its size, to the proportions of
the building, etc., and this called forth
from Him the remark:

See yenotall these things? verily I say unto
you, There shall not be left here one stone upon
another, that shall not be thrown down.

Whereupon the disciples asked Him
when these things should be. Evidently
there was further conversation, for they
asked Him, What shall be the sign of
thy coming, and of the end of the world ?
Jesus answered and said unto them:

Take heed that no man deceive you, For
many shall come in my name, saying, I am
Christ; and shall decéive many.

We heard at our recent conference
that there were right in our own Terri-
tory a number of individuals who
claimed to be Christ, and who were

oing among the people telling them
that Christ had come and that He lived
in a certain section of the country.
Doubtless, if we had the correct number
of those who have come since He was
‘ipon the earth, declaring themselves as

rist, we would be astonished. There
‘has been a great number of them; and
in this day they seem to be multiplying.
Jesus, however, cautioned His disciples
against such individuals, and said fur-
ther:

And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of
‘wars! see that ye be not troubled; for all these
must come to pass, but the end is not yet,

For nation shall rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be
famines, and ' pestilences, and earthquakes, in
divers .

All these are the beginning of sorrows.

Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted

and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all
nations for my name's sake.

And then shall many be offended, and shall
betray one another, and shall ‘hate one an-
other.

And many false propheis shall rise, and shall
deceive many.

And because iniquity shall abound, the love
of many shall wax cold,

But he that shall endure unto the end, the
same shall be saved.

And this gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness unto all
nations; and then shall the end come.

This Gospel of faith, repentance, bap-
tism, and the laying on of hands, of the
resurrection of the dead and eternal
judgment, was to be preached in all the
world for a witness. Was it taught in
all the world for a witness in His day?
No. Looking forward to some future
time, when that Gospel should be upon
the earth, He saw a time when it
should be preached in all the world.
What for? For the purpose that these
Elders of Israel have gone to the nations
of the earth—as a witness to the world,
that the day of God’s judgment is at
hand, and that the end of wickedness
on the earth is approaching.

“And this Gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness unto all
nations; and then shall the end come.”

» o *® For then shall be great
tribulation, such as was not since the beginning
of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be,

And except those days should be shortened,
there should no flesh be saved; for the elects’
sake those days shall be shortened.

For there shall arise false Christs, and false
prophets, and shall shew great signs and wond-
ers; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall
deceive the very elect.

Behold I have told you before.

Wherefore, if they shall say unto you, Bc-
hold, he is in the desert; go not forth; behold,

7he is in the secret chambers, believe it not.
- ®

» But as the days of Noe
were, so shall also the coming of the Son of
Man be.

For as in the days that were before the flood
they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day that Noe en-
tered the ark.

And knew not until the flood came and took
them all away; so shall the coming of the Son
of Man be.”

The Elders shall proclaim the coming
of the Son of Man and the dawn of the
millennial rest; but before those events
shall transpire there shall be such tribu-
lation in the midst of the children of
men as has never been dreamed of.
Eye hath not seen. ear hath not heard,
neither hath the mind of man conceived
the condition of affairs that shall exist
before that coming.

Immediately after the tribulation of those
days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon
shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall
from heaven, and the powers. of the heavens

shall be shaken: M

And then shall appear the sign of
Man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of
the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of
Man coming in the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory.

In this description that He gave in an-
swer to the question, What shall be
the sign of thy coming? He said that
before these things should take place
this Gospel of the kingdom should be
preached in all the world for a witness,
There are today hundreds of Elders,
clothed upon with the holy Priesthood,
raising their voices in the high places of
the earth as well as among the lowly, in
proclamation of that Gospel, and men
everywhere are hearing the sound there-
of. Some are being brought to the

The great body of the human family,
however, treat it as the proclamation of
the Gospel was treated in the days of
Noah. But what was to follow this
proclamation of the Gospel? Tribula-
tion, commotion, wars and rum
wars, pestilence, famine, and
quakes. We look abroad upon thée na-
tions of the earth today and what do we
find? Is there commotion? Is ere
fear? Is there dread? Are there mot
eculiar influences taking hold of the
earts of women and men and causi
them to make movements that we can-
not explain? Who is there today, with
the wisdom of the world, can 'give the
philosophy of this movement that to

is sweeping across our land and gather-
ing men together by the thousands with
their faces turned toward the capital of
our nation? Who can_explain, with the
wisdom of the world, the conditions
that environ our own nation and the na-
tions of the earth?. Why is it that in the
old world the nations maintain armed
forces such as were probably never
gathered together before on the face of
the earth, and thisis a time of peace?
Only yesterday the declaration was
brought across the telegraph wires from.
:hedhelilr apparenit to ll}he throne of Eng-
and that the only chance for peace w
the increasing of their army a';]ecg iy

this must be. Somewhere and some
time the fuse will be ignited. For the
nations of the earth today dwell upon a
volcano that is liable to explode at any
minute. In our own nation how q;qny
times do we hear from the pulpit and
from the rostrum expressions with re-
gard to the condition of affairs that ex-
ists in this land and the results that must
flow {herefro;n. % " ¥ SN
All these things have been foretold E
the prophets of God. Two tho(:;lgazﬂ
years ago, |esus, seated upon the Mount
of Olives, delineated to the disciples the
condition of affairs that should surreune
us in this day. We are but living in
day of the tulfillment of pro V3 2
in that fulfillment there shalfI come to
the nations of the earth such a conditios
of affairs as doubtless the world has
never seen. Why? From the very fac
that ‘‘except those days shoul? . be
shortened there should be no fesh
saved.” These judgments and calam-
ities shall overtake the earth with light-
ning rapidity, for this is a day of rapic
movement. We go from one end of thi
country to the other in five or six day
We travel around the globe in about
sixty days. We talk with the further-
most parts of the earth in a moment or
two. Therefore, I say, we are living in
a day of rapid things—a day in :ﬁlch
events can be cut short, and yet more
can beaccomplished in a day thus short-
ened than could have been accomp-
lished in the past. We read from time
to time that some nation has discarded
the arms with which they have equipped
their soldiers, because they have found
more destructive weapons. It does not
take today so long to destroy an arm
as it did filty or a hundred years ago:
with the advantages they have now, it
can be done almost in the twinkling of
an eye. So these things shall be ac-
complished  speedily, and sudden de
struction shall come upon the childre
of men, surrounded as they are today
with these instruments of death. The
nations of the earth shall find that in
the end the word of God will be ful-
filled, His kingdom will be established,

knowledge of the truth of the Gospel.

and He will bring to pass His purposes,

We know what the inevitable reé‘.u‘ﬁ"%;”

hecy; and




