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HOUSEhousekeeping IN SANTIAGO

DE CUBA

santiago de cuba aug
when surgeon general

female arrived in santiago a
mouthmonth after the battle no provision had
been made for them they wawaitedted two
days on board the Ollolivetteolevettevette in the har-
bor when general wood military gov-
ernorarnor of the city came to miss barton
widand saidbald for gods sake tell me
what to do with nurses
there tois work enough for them in the
hospital but where can they eat and
sleepdeep they cant remain on the
olivettevette for she goes to sea tomorrow
nor can they stay every hour of the
twenty four with the men in the hos-
pital there are some young ladies
ftcfrom good families among them and
they midst have suitable protection
when not on duty

it was really not miss bartons bust-
ness

busi-
ness in the mission of cuban relief on
which our good president had sent her
but since the surgeon general had neg-
lected this branch of his own depart-
ment she promptly shouldered the bur-
den send the nurses ashore said
shehe they can go to work at once
lain the hospital and before night a
place shall be provided torfor theman empty house was immediately se-
cured furniture rented necessary
crockery and cooking utensils pur-
chased and a couple of cuban regressesneg
engaged to do the work but who
could spare time to superintend the
thing one glimpse of the slipshodslip shod
servants who understood no word of
english showed the necessity of a head
the immune ladies had come to

nurse not to housekeephouse keep and every
member of the red cross party was al-
ready overworked to the limit of endur-
ance at this juncture your corre-
spondentponspon dent who is merely a visitor in
santiago offered her services as mat-
ron pro terntem for the nurses home
why could you would you said

miselse barton with a sigh of rellerelic F

1I can and I1 will was the answer
show me the house send me the
brooms mops soap servants and ra-
tions and you may tell the ladies that
dinner will be waiting torfor them at T
pm and so I1 assumed my inglorious
rolerate among the workers in cuba1I dreamt I1 dwelt in halls
a came true ours tois a big bare
palace the once splendid home of somesame
proud grandee butbrut like its owner
now decidedly down at the heel itshigh rooms mostly withoutpartitions and partly divided by lofty
arches present an imposing vista of
magnificent distances courtyards

and corridors double doors of stained
class extending half way up affordafford
somecome privacy to the bedroombed room Wwhileile
admitting free circulation of air the
beautiful floor are of white and colored
nmarbleslea laid in patterns like a patch-
work quilt walls frescoed and painted
ta16 panels the rafters hidden by white
oacanvasuvas stretched taut overhead and
th great windows without glass ond
open from floor to ceding are furnished
wiwlthiron barsbare outside and latticed

within nothing can iebe more
picturesque than the ancient casas ofsantiago all stuccoedcoed and painted in
time mellowed tints of rose ink
kyacy blue pea gren and yellow

their projecting roofs of02 red
tilesdies covered with the moss of centuries
their quaint verandas barred windows
aad enormous doors but every one of
themoom toIs typically castilianCaa in charac
tor and beautiful front

to unparalleled poverty and
Bieanoe behind the outward showing
aake other palaces of the old regime

ours was extremely dirty infested with
vermin and void of every convenience
soap water and eternal vigilance have
somewhat modified the first mention
ed evils and necessity mothers many
make- shifts in the latter time the
hired furniture for which alone we pay

25 per month the rent of the empty
house is fifty dollars american gold
consists in a hundred chairs marble
topped stand and cane couch in the
parlor rickety sideboardside board and dining
table two useless kerosene lamps and
in each sleeping apartment a ward-
robe dresser and bare iron bedsteadbed stead
without matrasses or covering fifty
united states dollars bought a very
limited supply of pats pans and dishes

and mostmoat of those articles are lacking
which are considered indispensable in
every northern kitchen hence the
mother of invention turns every emp
tied tin can into service its edges
neatly hammered with a stone every
crate box and meal sack is eagerly
seized upon and devoted to some im-portant use and a lard pallpail is regarded
as little obort of a boon from heaven
have we occasion for a breadboardbread board
and rolling pin the clean bottom of a
dishdiehdishpanpan serves the former purpose
while a glass bottle does excellentduty in the latter capacity every
trunk masquerades as couch or table
a ward colbe is pantry cupboardcup board and
locker the sheets of an army cot an-
swer for tableclothtable cloth and a cambric
iettipetticoatcoat has been converted into nap-
kins to be sure we might dispense
with suchouch luxuries as the two last
named but when the wearied nurses
return at night aching in every fabrefibre
from a long days toll their refuge
should bear the nearest possible resem-
blance to a real home if the reader
imagines that under these conditions
the house mothers task is an easy one
let him or her come and try it awhilewe are subsisting upon army ratrationslons
eked out by red cross supplies suchas beans bacon hardtack cormealcomical
tinned beef and coffee plentiful andgood in quality the dallydaily menu
bacon fried mush and coffee for break-
fast tinned beef beans and hardtack
for dinner will sustain life indefinitely
and serves excellently well even every
day for a week but eternal sunshine
grows monotonous in time and the
best things pall when too often re
pealed our kitchen Is a fair sample
of castilianCastl llan eharacharactereter in architecturebeyond the vast marble floored salaalam
and dining room a long arched corri-dor leads past open courtyardscourt yards and
rows of bedroomsbed rooms to the rear of the
casa where some holes iqin the thick
adobe walls windowless dark
and destitute of every 1 aiice
constitute the culinary department
there Is neither table chair shelf nor
cupboardcup board the dishes are washed on a
mond of adobe out titin the open patrio
where if cuban customs were strict-ly followed they would be left till
wanted to dry themselves at leisure ito
the sun the soao called range Is an
adobe ailtmar breast high and faced
with broken tiles with three holes in it
the size of small plant pot in each hole
you build a separate charcoal fire
battam sideade up so to say that Is withthe kindling on top it asmokesdokea ofcourse like all possessed while you
fan it vigorously with anything at
hand and by the time the blazeblame gets
well going the charcoal has burned
out and you must begin again over
these tiny fires all the cooking Is done
there being no dienno basno other al-
ternativeter native As cultivators of the chris-
tian gracesthese cuban rangesranger are
without a paral leland when one has soBO
possepossessedsied her soul in patience that she
can prepare a three course dinner with

out once mislaying her temper she isftsurely ripe for a betterbelter world
our servants match the klkitchenitchen totoaa

T they are elderly regressesneg with
families of their own and like iothermother
birds they nightly convey to the home
nest every morsel of food not carefully
locked up in the wardrobe theireverydayevery day costume isds distinctive liffif notappropriate it consists of a single
voluminous white skirt very short tnin
front and trailing behind with a lowlor
necked bodice and short puffed sleeves
leaving the skinny arms bare to tilethe
shoulder the front of the corsage laiselaborately embroidered and securedby a string at the top tied so loosely
ifdf tied at all that a strip of bare bronze
back stands confessed to the waist-line the wooly heads gray with thetbweight of years are topped with gaudyturbans the bare feet are thrustslippers of canvas landand when my
lady walks abroad she covers her gap-
ing back with a bedraggled white silkshawl both women consider thethemselves monuments of virtuous industry
in consenting to lend a helping hand tolas americanosAmeri canas for could they notenot
like all their neighbors be well fed
without work so long as cuban reliefsupplies hold out but they are notinjuring their constitutions by hardlabor when not sitting in the frontwindows smoking and amexa

with friends outside their aim-less step shod feet go slapping aboutthe marble floors like the starsyet 11 the slowmonotonous slap slap slap ofheelless slippers so wears upon thenerves that one indulges in strange
flights of fancy as to what might soce lerate their movements should theseven angels of the apocalypse carry-ing ithe seven golden vials filled withwrath heralded by trumpet notesno tea andamawrapped about with awful glory comecameknocking some fine day at our frontdoor slap slap would go those samemeslowalow feet toad mit them

my family of nineteen includesudea miasannie wheeler a daughter of ex gov
arnor packard of louisiana severalladlesladies from new orleans two cubanacuban
from key west and several otheafrom various parts of the south anallmadly Im recruited for thework by mrs Curti of washington

As every moment of umetime must bespent ito the bestbeat advantage wahemsuch anam ocean of suffering is to bitaftstaid9 by a few frail handsbands we break-fast at am and Immediimmediately
arter each goes on her own
pointed way to0 o hospital g

the dinner hour isbut often litA laIs 8 or even 9 p
before the tired ladlesladies oancan leave theirpressing dutiesdetles to snatch a hmeal and then go to bebedd torfora few hours needed rest if your
imagination is fertile enough you may
perhaps fancy some of the ex perlalmenI1 have tried by way otof makinmaking Achange ipin the daily menu with ththee momat hand essaying frenchof hardack soaked in condensed milkand fried in balconbacon fat hash of canned
beef minus potatoes and a chopper
corn bread baked in a fryingfryling pan overan uncertain charcoal fire and altorycompounded of all the oddsand ends obtainable occasionally I1ransack the city market in search orofsomething new and then my experi-
ences are indeed varied and entertain-ing

on such occasions I1 am accompanied
by one or both of the elderly hand
maidens who in addition 0o theirtrailing white skirts landand silken shalliwear each a wide addle which SM
would fain make wider were it notnoot forthe of bernarsbeherrearsears up add dowie
the steep and dirty atre ets we atoil
those everlasting slippers
stones a few pawspaces behind me unan i


