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Ir my friends will bave patience with me
I will say a few words. To the Latter-day
Saints Isay, I do pray you to prove the
words of Brother Canunon true with regard
to being obedient to

the State,” and thirt'{-ﬁﬂ hundred men
were paraded for battle against about three
hundred of the elders of Israel, but the

Joseph, or rather they sent for him and
Hyram, and they went down to their
camp, and General Clark called the breth-
ren together; and, said be, *‘Give up your
arns and everv weapon you have;'’ and the
brethren gave them up. I stood there and
beard the General declare; ‘“‘Gentlemen,
you are the best and most peaceable com-
munity there is in this State; but,’ said he,

“as for your 13}::
your President in all | cils, &ec., we s

not permit you to have

things, and doing as he tells you. I pray |them any 1 r. Forsake your religion
yvou to hearken to this counsel; if you do, | and abandon your Prophet! e have him,
contention and sin will cease, and we shall | and you will never see him again; forsake

not see men going to the Canyon or riding | this banding
out for pleasure on the Sabbath day, instead | live with us
of coming here to meeting; we shall hear | are the very mechanics and farmers we
no more of their taking advantage of each | want. You have shown us bhow to build
other, stirring up strife, going to law, bear- | mills,set out orchards,raise wheat,rear com-
ing false witness or pilfering a little the one | fortable habitations, school the children,
from the other. 1 pray you to take this | build meeting houses,and,in short,you have
counsel, and cease your wickedness, Lat- | done more to make the countryinthree years
ter-day ’Sainta, and do as your President | than we have in fifteen. You are good
tells you. I feel to say this; and if you will | citizens, but you must not clan together
be patiént with me I will say a little more. | you must disperse among the people; if you
here are strangers here, and to them I | do not, remember the militia will be upon
will say we have traveled the earth over, | you.” Wae bid them good bye and left our
and where we could not go we have sent | property; we would not forsake our pro-
by elders and by proclamation. We have | phets then, and we are of the same mind
asked the imhabitants of the earth to be- | yet.
come acguainted with our doetrine. Would | Here we are, though we did not come
they read it? No. Would they go to hear | here because we chese to get out
an elder preach? No, as a general thing | of the way of the Christians, We wanted
they would not, If we had been let alone | to stay with our former brethren, to induce
while with the Christians we would have | them if possible to receive the truth; but
been there mow proclaiming the Gospel. | they would not hear it. The world of man-
But I wish to say to strangers that wa were | kind is sunk in ignorance and darkness;
not persecuted because we believed in hav- | but the Lord Almighty has revealed His
ing many“wives, for that principle was not | will from heaven, and we shall declare it
known to our persecutors until we came to | to the people, and give them a chance to
these mountains, although the revelation | receive or reject it. The Lord invites all to

to%athar and being one, and
and become as we are., You

hets, bishops, high coun-

was received by Joseph Smith and written
a year before his death, Since this doctrine
has been proclaimed we have lived in
peace.

come, and partake of the benefits of His
go:gel, which, we are told in the scriptures,
18 the power of God unto salvation; and our
experience has proved that it is so, whether

The inquiry among many, and especially | taken in a moral, social, political or finan-
among our political friends, is: ‘““What are | cial point of view. We have gathered the
you going todo? Are you going to ob- rest class of men to be found on the
serve the law against plurality of wives, or | continent of America, and I was one of
are you going to obey the revelation ?”’ We | them; and we have gathered the same
have obeyed the revelation thus far, and | class from Europe, for very few indeed of

still live; that, I can say, and perhaps that | those who have obeyed the gospel have

is enough, What do we say about the law- | ever been the possessors of any wealth.
makers? Go to, ye legislatord, and make | We have taken the poor and the ignorant
a law that every man in this government | from the dens and caves of the earth an

shall have one wife.  Yeu have just as good | brought them here, and we have labored
a right ‘o do that as to say that we shall | day and night, week after week, and year
not have two., Let every man have his | affer year, to make ourselves comfortable,
wife, raise his family, live virtuously and | and to obtain all the knowlege there is in
keep his vows, and our difficulty is at an |in the world, and the knowledge that

end, We say to Congressmen and Presi-
dents, Have your e; and we also say to
avery political and financial man, the world
over: marry the women and take care of
them and save us the trouble., If you do
not, we will gather them uqu ust as sure as
the world. Many destroy life; we save it;
and as we have said, years and years

we say now to all, the day that you will
virtuous and cease your unlawful connec-
tions with the sex, and every man have his

Y

comes from God, and we shall continue to
do so., We shall take the weak and the

that God requires. The gospel of life and
salvation does not reduce those who obey
it to beggary; but it takes the poor and the
ignorant, makes them wise and happy,
and surrounds them with the comtorts of
life and everything desirable, and teaches
them toserve God with all their hearts.
This, gentlemen, is our doctrine, faith

wife; and all the inhabitants of this gov- | and practice ; and we wish strangers to un-

ernment observe this rule, we shall have
then but one wife apiece; but we shall save
all we can save. The men are the lords of
the earth, and they are more inclined to re-
ject the gospel than the women, The
women are a great deal more inclined to
believe the truth than the men; they com-
prehend it more quickly, and shey are
submissive and easy to teach, and if we
cannot save the men, let us save the wo-

derstand that we did not come here out of
choice, but because we were obliged to go
somewhere, and this was the best we
could find, It was impossible for any per-
son to live here unless he labored hard and
battled and fought against the elements,
but it was a first rate place to raise Latter-
day Saints; and we shall be blessed in
living here, and shall yet make it like the
Garden of Eden; and the Lord Almighty

men for God’y sake, and do not find fault | will hedge about His Saints and will defend
with us. and preserye them if they will do His will,
Again, a gentleman said to me, the other | The only fear I have is that we will not do
day, ““What are you going to do with the | right; we do, we will be like a cit
anti-polygamy law?’ I replied ‘‘Nothing | set on a hill, our light will not be hid.
at all, we mind our own business, and 1 | trust that the time will soon come wheny:
hope everybody else will. 'We have not | in all things, our conduect will be such that
meddled with if, and do not expect to; but | all the werld might pattern after us with
we expect to live.” advantage. 1 can say thatl at the present
I want to say a word with re to what | time we are far from that. It issometimes
are called our former persecutions; though | said by strangers: ‘‘We suppose you Lat-
I, for one, will acknowledge that I have | ter-day Saints consider yourselves perfect,
never been persecuted. As for what peo- | don’t you?” I answer, notby any means ;
ple do with my name, I do not know nor | we are as imperfect as a peoplya ought to be,
care; they use it for good or for evil, justas I and a little more 8o, Py
they please. ‘'The Lord gave a revelation I wish that what Brother George Q. said
through His servant to me, that my name | of you, was true:that you were all obedient
should be had for good and for before | to your President. 1f you all will be, you
the nations of the earth, and if that is the | will cease sinning, t.n.tt.linF. lying, back-
way they use it, all right,—either one or | biting and strife, and all will be industri
both, no matter. Hands off is all I ask, | ous, prudent, faithful and full of wisdom
and let us have the privilege of living in | and good works, and the power of God will

peace. Butwill you hearken to the truth? | be upon us more and more, and we will be
Will you listen to the words of eternal life? | able to do more good te the inhabitants of

We have traveled the earth over, and have | the earth. We have no quarrel with any-
read to the people ouf of the booxz of life; | body. We exchange ideas, but we w

but as a general thing they have refused to | not contend. As I used to say to the min-
receive it, Itis true that a few have re-| isters, when traveling and preaching, “I
ceived it in the past, and I hope that many | will not dispute, 1f you want the truth I
willin the future. 'We shall gather and | will give it you; and if you have a truth
save all wecan, The riseand cause of our | that I have not, I want all you have; but

persecutions have been just the same as | contention is not my calling; it is no part

it has ever been in the experience of the | of the gospel of Christ&;haﬁa a;ua,i 8,
e Lord has given

Saints of God. Who were the leaders and | light and salvation.
foremost in the ranks of the Savior’s per- | that to me and you, and you are welcome
to it.”

secutors? The Seribes and the Pharisees. .
Who were foremost in the ranks in perse-| I wanted to say these few words to you.
Joseph Smith, even when he had | I thank you for your patience. God bless

cuting
the pledge of the governor of the State of | you, Amen.
lllinois” that he should be preserved, and
when nbt oné seratch or law could, be feund
against him? Who led the blackened crew
who said that if the law could not reach
him, powder and ball should? The priests;
they have always led the van, and always
will. 1t is Baal against Christ now, as it
always was,

When we were in Missouri the order
was issued: “You Mormons must leave

-

MusicAL.—An excellent opportanity is
now presented to those desirous of learning
vocal and instrumental musie. Tuition
classes, under the auspicies of the Deseret
Philarmonic Society, are,as will be seen
from an advestisement under the head of
special notices, in operation. The terms

a;aﬂniludenta enough to be within the reach
0 ‘

THE DESERET NEWS,

did not bappen to kill us all. They took | By Elder GEORGE Q. CANNON

feeble and bring them up to the standard |

he had been a man of war an

209

did manifest himself to His servants and
people in a very peculiar manner, and
Eourad out upon them great and precious

lessings. wany ordinances which had
been lost to man, or of which he scarcely
knew anything, and for the administration
of which there had been no authority upon
the earth for generations, were restored,
and men and women received ordinsances,
promises and blessings which comforted
their hearts and encouraged them in the
work of God. And notonly were these or-
dinances administered, but additional au-
thority was bestowed upon the prophet of
God who stood at the head of this dispensa-
tio.. Awnd so also the completion of the
temple at Naavoo Lrought many blessings:
that is so far as it was completed, for ﬁna
enemies of God’s Kingdom did not permit
us to complete it entirely ; but so far as it
was completed God ‘accepted the labor of
the hands of His servants and people, and

DISCOURSE.

" delivered 'n the New Tabernacle,
Salt Lake City, April 8, 1871,

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

|

I wiLL read a portion of seripture which is
found in the 17th chapter of the first book
of Chronicles, commencing at the 3rd
verse,

| “And it came to pass the same night, that
the word of God came to Nathan, saying,
Go and tell David my servant, Thussaith
the Lord, Thou shalt not build me an house
to dwell in:
thFc&r Ihiva ]l:mbt dwagt in Iasn hlﬂua:u sit:;]qa
6 day that rought up israel un 18
day; bﬂt have gone %’rom tent to tent, and | great and precious blessings were bestowed
from one tabernacle to another. upon the Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Wheresoever I have walked with all dﬂy Saints for the faithfulpnes ﬂﬂd dili-
Israel, spake I a word to any of the judges | génce of its members in rearing that
of Israel, whom I commanded to feed my | Douse,
people, saying, Why have ye not built me I bave often theught of the shortness of
an house of cedars? the period, after the death of Joseph, which
Now therefore thus shalt thou say unto | Was continued in building that house. He
my servant David, Thus saith the Lord of dlﬁdﬁu you well know, or was murdered,
hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote, even | O the 27th of June 1844,  Before 1845 had
from foliowing the sheep, that thou should- | passed away the Saints were receiving their
est be ruler over my people Israel: endowments in that house. The walls were
And I have been with thee withersoever | com pleted, it was roofed, the spire finished
thou hast walked, and have eut off all thine | and the upper story so far completed thal
enemies from before thee, and bave made | the elders could go in and administer in
thee a name like the nmame of the great|the ordinances of God’s house,—the seal-
men that are in the earth. ings, washings and anointings, and in the
Also I will ordain a place for my people | performance of those ceremonies and or-
Israel, and will plant them, and they shall | dinances which were necessary for our
dwell in their place, and shall be moved no | 8'0Wth, increase and pefection as a people;
more; neither shall the children ?f winkaig- E’;ﬂa‘ﬁﬂ:ﬁg E‘fr}sl?at:i?: dﬂ;?e:-ué Lﬂl;;;?
n T - '
n?:;.wuate g o g i it bears testimony to the zeal of the Saints
And since the time that I commanded | and the mighty exertions they made to
judgm to be over my peopla Israel., More fulfil the word of God and the requirﬂmﬁntﬂ
over I will subdue all thine enemies. Far- | He made of us as a people, that we and our
thermore I tell thee that the Lord will build | dead might not be rejected. But we were

thee a house.
And it shall come to

thy fathers, that I will raise up thy
after thee, which shall be of thy sons; and
I will establish his kingdom.

He shall build me an honuse, an
stablish his throne for ever.

I will be his father, and he shall be my
son: and I will not take my mercy away
from him, as I took it from him that was
before thee:

But 1 will settle him in mine house and

not permitted to enjoy that house, we were

pass, when thy days | Dot permitted to continue receiving bless-
be expired that thou must 'g;. to o bf wi{h ings there; the enemieés cf God’s kin
sped | Were upon us, and we were com

om
lled to
abandon it and our homes, and it fell a sac-
rifice to the wickedness of the wicked and

d I will] it was burned with fire,—probably a better

fate than to have it stand and be defiled by
the wicked.
We have now to commence again the
erection of another temple, For man
ears the foundation of one on this bloe
as been laid, and the Saints have labored

in my kingdom for ever: and his throne | upon it to some extent; but it has not been

shall be established for evermore.

ushed forward with very greal rapidity,
here have been reasons for this —good
and weighty reasons, It isdesirable when
we build another temple that it should not

According to all these words, and accord-
ing to all this vision, g0 did Nathan speak

unt id.”
. g fall into the hands of the wicked, as those
There is one point, brethren and sisters | wa have already built bava done; but that
in the passages 1 have just read in your hear- | jt should stand as an enduring monument
ing, to which I wish to call yourattention,— | of the faith, zeal and perseverance of the
namely, the pleasure that ‘was evinced by | Latter-Day Saints, in which the ordinances
the Lord at the dispesition which David | of God’s house and kingdom may be ad-
manifested, —a disposition which none of | ministered throughall coming time. There
his predecessors, apparently, had exhibited, | seems to be a spirit now resting gpen the
to build unto the Lord of hosts a house, a | servants ufGoJ to push this house forward
temple, a place upon and within which | to its completion; and I doubt not that this
His glory could rest, So pleased appeared | spirit will be received and cherished b
the Lord to be wilh this disposilon of| the Saints throughout Utah Territory, an
David that He promised him that He | throughout the world., Judging by my
would establish his dynasty, that his son | own feelings on this subject and by the ex-

should reig.1 after him, and that this som | pressions of those who have alluded to it, I
should be tbe instrument in His bhands of| confidently believe thata spirit is restin

building » glorious temple unto His name. | upon the people to receive the counse
The reasons are given in other portiens of | that is given concerning it, and to carry

seripture why, the Lord did not accept this | forward the work to a speed{
w

offering on the part of David. The Lord,
in one place, alludes to his life, saying that

d blood; that
he had gone forth and fought his enemies,
and because of this the Lord was not dis-

ed to accept his offer, but He promised | ces and blessin

avid that He would raise up a son after
him who should be a man of peace,—a man
free from war and blood, and that durin
his lifetime His temple should be reared;
and according to the prediction of the
Lord God, through Nathan the Prophet,
Solomon was raised up and did accomplish
the work which his father David had de-
sired to do, and he did reara temple unto
the name of the Lord upon and within
which His glory rested and was manifested;
and the blessing of God rested upoa Solo-
mon so loog as he continued to serve with

‘a perfect heart the Lord God of his fathers.

Israel was also grea.ly blessed and pros-

ed in rearing th»t bouse; and though
gg{umun,inhia rayer, when dedicating it
said how was posaiblﬂ that God could
take up His ‘residence upon earth, when
the heavens, and the heaven of heayens
could not contain Him, still God did eon-
descend to manifest His glory in that
house to such an extent that the priests
could not endure it; and the blessings of
God rested visibly, in the presence of the
people, upon that house, and they knew
that He had accepted their labors and the
dedication of their means for the erection
of a house to His name,

This labor aﬂ‘%aalﬂ to us in a yery pecu-
liar manner, ere is no people or com-
munity on the face of the earth to-day,
except the Lattar-dﬂ Saints, who think
of rearing unto the Lord of Hosts a tem-
ple upon the same principle and for the
same objects and ends that the temple was
reared in Jerusalem. Already we have
completed two tam]’ilan, and laid the
foundation of five, Saints are all fa-
miliar with the history of the building of
the temple at Kirtland, whether they were
there personally or mot; they are also fa-
miliar with the blessed results which fol-
lowed its erection. They know that God

completion,
There are many reasons why we should

do it. It is true that God, in His mercy,
has permitted us to build another house,
which we call the Endowment House, and
in which we have received many ordinan-
gs; but there are several
which can noi be attended toin the Endow-
ment House: they must be postponed
until a temple is completed, in which the
Elders and men of God who bear the holy
priesthood, can go and administer the
things of God and have them accepted by
Him. This, of itself, is sufficient to stir us
up, as a people, to exceeding great diligence
in pushing forward this work.

When David announced his inteation to
Erapara the means for the building of the
ouse that should be erected by his sen

Solomon, he accumulated everything that
could be prepared belore hand, so that
when Solomon should come to the throne
after his decease, he might be fall-handed
and bhave abundance wherewith to com-
menceé the labor of building. To accom-

lish this, Davidecalled upon Israel to come
orward and exert themselves, and they
did so, so we are told, and had exceeding
great joy in contributing of their means for
the erection of that building. Of course
there is no objection to the Latter-day
Saints doing the same; still, that require-
ment is not made of us at the present time,
All that we are required to do is to obey
the law that God has given unto us, that is,
to pay our tithing. It has been said, and I
do not doubt the correctness of the state~
ment, in fact, I may say I am fully aware
and conscious of if, that if this peoﬂa
would pay one-tenth of their tithing this
temple could be pushed forward to com-
glatinn very s y. Asa people we have

een very negligent in paying our tithing;
there are donbtless many exceptions, but
as a rule we have not complied with that
law with the strictness which we should
have done. Now, however, there is an op-
portunity for us to compensate for our
short comings in the past, and fo go to with
zeal and energy to rear this house, so that



