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f Talk With Librarian Spofford ns to How It la Worklra and
k Washington as a Literary Conto-

ri
i

1I Jlfirt Twain Kttli fnnftmti flttofJ ndiOat HUi Him tttml Ills

llertHttrt homes lltft tilt ll itttn StiKrtHug t1til Tern Bin

tons Thirty tars in Ht StIt1I41r Infttll awl IIla NntllIl1111

L Coors ffaicrtfl tiered aitJtSkrjr a Jalii Jfjr S mt Ptnaat tttrntn-

III fire Hrilitg 1I11IuMIIIIHNtIJ Sltrlti <f Snrtttty JtArM IMNy

I
to Ilit intrtitt Tx tJ Stfttk Ftmni gfloe flakes fltnsesiy

r Irtrttt carrota3aees r tai Sw e

I WASKINOIOS March 14 l <4l I l

dropped Into the National Library
Last week and asked Mr SpofToril the

I
librarian to tell me something at to the
condition of the great American brain
lie Infoimcd me that Itwai bolllns at
It hat never toiled before Ve are

I turning out books by the hundreds and
newspaper and magailne article by the

J thousands every year and the copy-

rights asked for continually Increase
i Saul Mr Spolforil There are more

than twice at many copyrights asked
for every > ear now as there were ten

t years ago and the United States lea
never been snore Intellectually Alive

than It If today In saga there were
l more than Stotp copyrights Issued and

the publication of seal eiceeded those
of 1891 Nearly every thing of Import-

ance It copyrighted now and we have f

lectures and ar-

ticle
cop righted newspaper

ai well ai book The number of
r

magazines IIncreasing and titers are
now more than a thousand literary re-

viewst magazines and periodical In the
United State The Increase In other
classes ot literature has been almost as

z treat and there are now more than Goo

I scientific periodical and a largo number

i
of professional magazines We are nuk-

Ing many new books and the National
I

i
Library increases In tlie every day

i Speaking ol new book Mr Spof
ford are there many great works pro-

ducedr by new writers today
There are few great books produced-

In any age replied Mr SpolTord

I Great geniuses are born not made
and the generation Ito happy which sees
more than one or two of them I think
IhllIIn sn age of compilation rather thanr of creation The great American prow-
or poetic genius lIi yet to be born We
have had some creative writers of ties

j past but the greatest of them are now
I duo longfellow Emerson and James

i Russell Lowell hate passed away and
the only one who can tautly be rolled

among those nit U Oliver Wen
5SrratHolmeI

How about Waihlngton as a literary
center IIs titers niacin literary work
done here

there IIns great deal wa the
reply 1 hit IIs one of the Intellectual

r

center of the United States and there
area number of author who live heie
Thom Nelson Ite lass lately pur-
chased a residence on Massachusetts
avenue Irances IHodgson Burnett lines
a llittle further down the way and thistill-saturia-n d
a Kore of other well known lliterary
worken We have n Kraal number of
Klentliie scholars living here and ionic
of the bet travel work are written In
Washington The National Museum bas
consented with It many able wrilet of
travel Number of the Congressmen
ahin-d e
library of Congress It tiled
nil classes of scholars and sen-t n
Saturday we do not have enough teat
for the readerand the library Iis alwaya
lull of specialists who are working up
tome subject

Speaking of Washh t ton son literary
center Its not generally known that
wa Mark 1 wain wrote lbls

Inn lleu-t e
time hi the employ of Senator Stewart
of Nevada and was doing clerical work
bar him He had made the trip to-

IEurope and the Iloly Iland as a corre-
spondent off the Alta Calllomllf gel-
ling fur iit Jlxu IIn gold and he pounded
the stub out here In an old room heated
by n simeet Iron stove After he got bark
he got an Idea that the tillers would
ellII they were put Into hook thapesnd

tie showed Senator Stewart hit tai-
and Stewart gave him a lob at the Cani
lot which pod him J6 Afterwlkl3rl-
pleled
teveralwcektof hardI a coot

hit hook awent 10 a
publisher One of tla friends here at
WashingtonI wa Albert I11 Ulchardson
who had linen connected with teteral
subscription books and who had written
some very good things Kicliudson In-

troduced him to hll publishers and
Mark Twain ftnaliv moa a deal wllh
them by which hn wa to have p per
Cent of this retail price ol all the books
told Not long ago had tome thought
of publishing a hook myself and I

Mr Clemens at his home IIn-
II rnlornd asked hit advice During
thl call he referred to innocents
Abroad and said thatI It had netted
hips onlyI a tow thoutand Jollanbut
that It had made the lorlune of the tpub

IrollI he I wan uirjirued when
a good turn or the wtrlc

would be 5 per cent of the retail price
of the books told I laughed at It but
Richardson who Introduced me told
me that he was glad when he gut 4 per-
cent and I accepted their oller Includ-
Ing the edition timers were something
like 3ooouo cultic disposed of and the

wblishing company mike in the nugli-
jorhood uf ft ooo oul of it

I asked him what he thought of books
of travel as sellerir

He looked at me with a twinkle of
the eye and old there to only one
kind nl book that will tell by stibscrlp
lion better that a book of traveland that
it a pious book He then referred to-

Ms own publishing venture in a few
word and told me that the best pos
slWe method of arranging ion the
piibllcitIon of a goal subscription buuk
was to accept nothing until lh plates
were peid for and then to take a low
twrcentege on the flit noon Increasing
it
J on each 5000 until It gut as high is
8 or ten per cent which would be a big
remuneration and would make one a
fortune If the book quad a large sale

Alain wrote a treat part of Iila book
here He began It whenI he was Iliving
lust above the old Sickles house on-

e

Lafayette square and he wrote a great
pail of It m hi mansion on Uunont
circle Tlie second volume wa written
here and at liar Harbor and h con
pleled ItI liens In Senator Wmdomn big
brick below where llourke Cochran
now Irma and facing Scull Circle He-
wo a very rapid liter and he con-

sidered 1500 words a coalI mornings
work Ills book brought under-
stand something aof 100000 and It
Ian mid the bet any book of ils
data ever published Sam Coo wrote
his Political Reminttchnce here and
before he died he told me he was to
receiveI Jusoo on each editionI told
Mr Cot ttfll live nt Washington in
the house which her litHband completed
Jut about the time that he wrote his

I liverilon of a Diplomat The work-
on I> w u done at Washington and he
turns MI the manuscript composing It
at the rate of several Ihoiuand word
per slay

It was here that Tom Mentnn wrote
his Thirty Yrart in the United Slates
Senate and I have visited the old
brownllouseonlstreetI where he put
the matter Into shape and in whkh he
died le wo Abridg-
ment

¬olltine Debate ofCongreM at the
time he died and he prayed during lilt
last hours tube allowed to live until he
had It complete Gen 1onmi wrote his
volume ofVarStorie In the louse
In which bla widow now lives and It was
here that he penned a novel which was
Issued under an OMunied name but
which had only incager saleI Logan
left a rfairly goodnllibrary and It will be-

n surprise to many that he was fund of
religious ttiidie lHe was a great Meth-
odist and he had many rare editions of
the Illhle and famous theological works
lie wrote rapidly and retlsed carefully
but lilt book like that of lien Sheridan
did rest hove anything like the sale ol
the works of Grant and hubs

I wonder when John J Ingallt will
piitilith hit novel visited him here a
hew days after his library was hairnet In
Atchison Kan lIe load In this library a
number manuscripts which were det-
tro ed unit among them were some of
the notes fur tide story It wo to have
hires a political society novel Ilaid In
Washington In whkh time rue Inward
nets hyHicrly and Itotlowoet of life
here would tie treated under assumed
names There Is no doubt but that
Ingalls could carry out this Idea at well-

or letter than any otherI ttrftn in the
United States He has a caustic pen
and a vitriolic tongue and though his
words shine with the brightness of sineI

trlcity they burn Into the seals ot the

people he attack h t Iron He
has done consil i u oomlerlrte
slues he left Congt dl

in
of his limehave taken up a

tin mwnwhi t h rosy have had
torn time tar lien tllrOI I predict
his beak will be a btiJ one

I knew Ilea u qpile well lilt
books wre sold to omr New orkers
who give them to in Iclloa amount
COIIIf1IId within the
for which they wnl outIla friend of the
Uno Library jut Hi Among them-
an valuable manu t t I am
surprised lane ntt HI conic to the
mibllc There Is 4 m u ripl diary 01

lama KIolkwlichi hr opld1 NAh
vllle just before hits ileith and which I
am 10Idl Is full of inn si fliers ore
lots of original Inlets of Alexander
IHamilton Aaron Purr and other that
aught to luau best includedal-

lrtom1

In the
coltcctlonI awl I dnlt not some

Its coulil be gotten
Lary IV iltosc who love

It konerally tuppoed
PeeckligtnnM it IIs alum ssit ml to go to

to get Into
the closely ithrarethoco-cl of that New
York library and nitI t seen
anything

I
publishedi bra the Diner oft

collection Shortlv More llancrofts
death I hid an on r from one of his
private lecretarles who treacherously
said that hi could tn ropiea of some
rare letters In Mr Timuofts posteatlon
IiiI would pay for tihrm I wanted thetha-t I

stealing them anal nothingI came of
the nutur lUncMft was one of the
slowest writers we HIM vr had here
Hi wrote And rewntr tirst dlclatlnit hit
thought too thoitluiHl man and-
re

thentheywer-e l

presented to him In typewritten
fuw-t as a
good days work but tic kept grinding
sway until he was ninety red Ids long
life enabled him to ucrompllth much

I taw Iarxm llrownlows son here the
iitherday He was a colonel In the
Union army and his fathers private I

secretary while he dIInIthe United
StatesI Senate I k something
about Parson 1lruwnlowa book and he
told me that about 50000 copies of it
were sold and that his father made In
the neighborhood of fwixxi out of It
I doubt whether llincroll nude as much-
In his long life of work out of his hit
torls Henry Ward lleecher got fjo
ooo Irons Koliert Homier for writing the
novel Norwood and we oil know of
the great fortune that camels the Grant
estate from lib book I dont know jut
enactly whet John Hay received for hula

life of Uncoln One story Is tint the
lentury Company mode onto contract
and left the price tblank and that It wa
finally final In by them for f50 ooo Col
IHay talked to me about the book at the
tune he was writing It and Ihe shown
me hla workshop He hiss a magnirl
cent house here at Washington which
IIs furnished with all the lunurles of n
millionaire The library In It Iloon bigots
a barn and It ha a great table like desk
at large as the bed of a bridal clamber
The work on time book was not don
here but In a little cubby hole ol n
room In the attic which hail a pine labl
and a hall down kitchen chair and the
ll r of which was bare I inked Col
lay at this tim as to hi dllotJllpoems
You know he wrote llltle ITrtMhe
which closes I think aomewliu QI
follows referring to the angels-

IIthink bar Uhmc > bite soy
Aeduvlaittilro forMiimn

li a dim Bljthl t bttlrr btttiBtiM

than toriD Aruiiml the throne

I found him not at Inclined to talk
bout II He gave me to understand
that he was sorry he had written It and-
that he hoped to do more elegant and
litter work IlIe tins done since then a

deal more elegant work but Idoubt whether he lies written anything
which has come closer to the hearts ol-
he American people than that poem

Grace Greenwood living here atllhe
capital now Emma IU E N South
worth at eighty jears of age Is writing

i Interim novel She hai beenchina it IIs laid 10000 a ear rout

he New York Ledger for everything-
she writes and the way she grimm out
books makes me think of a talk I had
he outer day with llnb llurdeltea to
his lecture on The ruse and Tall of the
Moustache I nsked Durdetle how
many times he had delivered It He
said I dont know Hundred of
times and I think thousand of times
Why I know that lecture so well that
IIII would start It and leave the stage I

iMlieve the old thing would go on and
inlth up on Its own hook without me
Thl Is the way with Mr Soulhworth
Her gold pen kreps gliding on year
after day after dayI until our IsJarImagine thet It wIll keep mi Itsyw-nShe at Ceorgeto-ive and the write
the same character ol ttorle today as
Ohs dill when her mesh nosy wan publish-
ed In the National Ira here neatly two
renerallomago MaryI

I llalleck outs
liv here tpart of the time Aun-ts Vernon
Doney tut herI home here Mrs Logan-
IsI keeping up her literary work In con-

nection with lher magailne and Kale
field spend-s l winters
at the capital

Nearly all of our prominent men write
more or lets and David A Wells IIs one
of the scienttat who does a great deal
of Ills literary work here

Ily the way speaking of Governor
Wells I heard a good story concerning
a talk which lie and Secretary J Sterling
Morton had together The subject was
the hard time the Income too and the
treasury deficit They were omitting
how the President we going to be obit
to make the ends meet nod at the same
lime carry out Ids own Idea as to the
reform ol the tariff and other matter
One suggestion was made by Mr Mor-

ton Iam that was that bond ol n certain
class be taxed thereitpon MrI Velln-

said that an attemptc had beenmideto
tax that class of property In lhit state
When the tan wan first laid It wai made
at a high rate and the results were that
there were no bond returned The
rale was then reduced too tax of I per-
cent for every live years oral the rteolj mills psr year and the provision
won made that oil bond thus lad-sshould be free municipal tats and
county taxes When this law was pro-
mulgated the bonds came In by the
thousand and the result Ivan that there
were fayaoooou worth of bond re-

turned The low tax said Governor
Wellt °

was a sort of premium on In-

tegrity
Ye said Secretary Morion It

makes me think of what Jlnt Ik said
bout tilt fathers honesty The old
nuns character being discussed
and risk was kJil hit father was an
honest man Mr 1isk replied that he-

wat honest as the world goes What
do you neon by that asked one of the
party mean said Fink that he Is
honest according tolhe amount lot altI cd-

Iof Instance1t11l
know that my fatherI

would not lie for n M cents but

t wou1 l hata to ask him to tell me eight
lor a dollar

Secretary Morton by the way iis one
of the best story tellerI of Washington1-
HeI Is a man of educationI an J culture
and he Ilion a wide acquaintance wllh
public mer lDuring A conversation
with him the other day I asked him how
It came that farmers England could

high for land and make money
uhf1 henot it our farmers could barely
get a living when they get the land for
nothing ile replied that he supposed
It was due to Scotch thrill and that he
had a Scotchman his department who
tied made a great deal of money by
farming In Nebraska and u hose brother
had made a fortune out of Scotch farm-
Ing Said Secretory Morton During
n recent visit to Scotland I visited this
man He toldI me he paw h per acre
as rent and know that ho senos money
over here to tie loaned mid that he has
something like f 15000 out nt Interest
the United Stales I adtlsed him to
send It here lie told me he could get
only one tier cent for It In Glasgow and
that he had lentrtNebraska where It could be loaned out
for seven or eight and he lIs now gelling
such an Income from it as delights his
thrifty Scotch soul

hho-A
ton went on I was at the colonial I

exhibition at Edinburgh some tears ago
aneuImibitorJI an
sellingI something In connection with his
exhibit During rny stayI I lost rny-

spectacles and while buying a new I it-

Iron exhtbillun-II fell Into contention with her You
are an American said she and you
have n lot of my people over there In
our country

Yes said Secretary Mumbo we
have many Scotchmen among us

And how do they get along slrf
inked the girl

Oh repliedIIthe Secretary There-
are few of them In theI Jells and none nf
them In the poor house They ore very
thrifty and they You

i oyOrrIlJu Vry
bcotch are noted for and-
saving

Yrt replied time girl they tell loll
of stories of us And have you heard
the latest ul one of our Sands who
wenttoLondnnr-

No i said Secretary Morton tell It
lo

Well replied the gill It was not
much but Indicate the Scotch chara-
cter Sandy was stranger In london
and feeling a bit tired he looked about
for tome restoration He saw an eating
plate and he went In and inked the
waiter and how much might be fora
bit of meat

Nlnenence lclNoIAnd how
Oh w e charge nothing for the gravy

was the reply
And how much might be fur a bit

ollbread
You can have a loaf for tuppence

Well said Sandy you maun git e
me this bread and the gravy I drama
care about the meat
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