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there ought to be no serious objec-

tion among bible students to the elim-
ination from the creed of a doctrine in
aichwhich god tois represented as having
foreordainedforeordained a certain number of his
children to salvation and another num-
ber the largest toeternal damnation
the doctrine is not only irreconcilable
with our conceptions of infinite mercy
and justice but it seems also to be a
direct contradiction of the fact that
man is a responsible agent accountable
for his deeds whether good or evil

the idea of predestination was
woven into the system of dog-
matic theology not by any of
the authors of the bible but
by augustine and when ititleis known
that this eminent church father as
neander states often read the
scriptures more to discover something
to corroborate his own views than to
fandti nd the truth it may well be suspected
that the objectionable doctrine has its
deepest roots in the Platontan philoso-
phy of which augustine was a dili-
gent student rather than in the soil of
true christianity

the doctrine of election as found in
the1110 scriptures is widely different from
the augustinian calvinistic concep-
tion it exhibits the independence of
our creator and represents him as pur-
suing his own plans and purposesoes in
promoting the good of all his children
without interfering with their freedom
of action it declares the source of
salvation to be in the first instance
the mercy of god it accounts for the
rejection of the gospel by nations with-
out excusing this rejection and it
gives a reason for the prediction of the
final success of the kingdom of christ
notwithstanding all hostility

limited to these features the doedoc-
trine of predestination is scriptural but
when it is applied to individuals mak-
ing them all but irresponsible ma-
chines in the hands of an engineer it
tois weefalse in theory and disastrous in its
effects it can therefore be only
strati Wing to believers in the word of
god to learn that an influential re-
ligious body has the courage to take
steps towards the correction of the
error

but another question naturally
arises if one doctrine can be rejected
bemusebecause it offends the sentiment of in-
dividualsdivi duals why cannot every other
doctrine be rejected for the same
reason some might feel that the doc-
trine of the divinity of christ is as dr
brandes calls it an absurd-
ity others might think with
dr that the doc-
trine of substitution is a juridical
difficulty it seems that the presby
teterrianslans by the step they now have
taken hindbind themselves to eliminatenate

one doctrine after another from their
creed should the sentiment against it
grow strongaprong enough to demand consid-
erationeration

here is a dilemma indeed the
followersfollwers of confession
have for years and years declared to
the world that this creed was founded
on the word of god in their opinion
the only revel ns ever to be hadbad
the only source of absolute religious
truth perfect and infallible but now
they are forced either to cling to their
creed and suffer their church to be
broken up into factions or else to
change that creed that embodiment of
the infallible word of god if they
choose this letterlatter alternative as they
in all probability will what confidence
can be placed in the rest of the creed
toIs it not all liable to a very reasonable
suspicion

the whole the
necessity orof the continued revelations
of that spirit whom special function
among men tois to guide them to all
truth man made doctrines however
carefully expressed or a whole system
of doctrines however well formed
will sooner or later prove their insaf
flfi clency and bring fatal confusion
divinely revealed truths are eternal
antiand unchangeable these alone can
stand the test of ages and bring about
harmony and happiness to mankind

STATE SOCIALISM

THERE isie on this continent one city
at least that toIs determined to make an
experiment in state socialism it is
the city of toronto in canada for
many years that burgh has had trouble
with itsita street car corporations be-
tween strikers and political jobbers
the streets were almost perpetually in a
ferment the service given by the
oarcar companies was always unsatisfac-
tory therefore the municipality de-
cided on purchasing the entire plantplank
and will in future operate the lines
directly under the management of
officials appointed by the city the
toronto enterprise will be watched
with interest

the danger to be apprehended in in-
troducing schemes of this kind into
american cities tois the fact that they
waymay be made to ve the interests
of a party if such a city as chicago
owned and operated her vast system
of street cars what tumult and dis-
order would take place at every elec-
tion

even now the police and fire depart-
ments there are made party affairs
the new mayor who was elected last
april suspended policemen in on
batch a few days ago he appointed a
now chief of police and nownew bobu for

all departments of the city govern-
ment suppose hebe controlled the
streetcarstreet oar system also what a field he
would have for political heeheelerslerel and
nowdow that cable and electric cars are
largely in use in all big cities requir-
ing a certain amount off skill to mauman

them the changing of expert
encee handsbands at every election would
be productive of immense injury to
the public

TAXPAYERS CONSIDER I1

THE opinion of the city attorney in
reference to the bonding power of the
city reported to the city council on
tuesday may 26 opens a serious ques-
tion for the consideration of the tax
payers he holds that the limit of
four per cent of the value of taxable
property which under the law of con-
gress restrains municipal corporations
in contracting debts doesdocs not include
the bonding power of city school dis-
tricts that while the boundaries of
the school district of tats city corres-
pond with of the municipal cor-
porationpo ration the organizations are separate
and distinct and their bonding powers
are separate and independent

this position may be legally correct
though many lawyers take an opposite
view of the matter but it raises the
quimquestiontion whether in view of the ex-
tended borrowing powers it concedes
to the city council and the disposition
of that body to exercise them to the
fullest extentsextent it will be wise for the
taxpayers of this school district to
shoulder the extra burden of bonds to

the amount of for school pur-
poses

we do not wish to raise any impedi-
ment in the way of the school board
to raise the funds necessaryy for essen-
tial improvements we only draw at-
tention to the effects of the view of the
cuecase taken by the CAYcity attorney so

that efticitizenszens may understand the sit-
uation and the prospects

the city bonds now issued amount
to and bonds for more
arean placed on the market making the
bonded indebtedness of the city a mil-
lion dollars which with other liabili
ties will run up the total present ettycity
debt to not lesslea than add
the which the school board
ask the taxpayers to assume and we
have the sum of the full
amount to which the city can go in
the line of debt but if this
debtordebt of is to be contcontractedmeted
outside of that limit then thediththe city waymay
issue bonds to the extent of
more making the total indebtedness no
less that

considering the propositions for
paving and for the publiopublic building it


