
THE
from my conceptconceptionign of one phase of
mormonism why I1 write as above

the mormon conception of life is that
the heavenly father created spiritsthey were immortal like their source
the fathers desire is that they shall
become immortal souls and to do thisthey must have an opportunity to
choose between good and evil by living
fta term of existence in mortal bodiesto bring this about the race of mortals
ott0 the earth is established with in-
structions to increase to each mortal
child there comes a spirit child from
the heavenly father to run the gaunt-
let of this life know the evil and choose
the good if it can at death the spirit
returns to its father to await the resur-
rection of the body if the spirit has
chosen the good in this life its mortal
body will rise with the saints spirit
and body will be united and become

1 an immortal soul if it has chosen the
evil the chances are that it is lost for-
ever
JX see in this a beautiful theory at

least though I1 cannot say that I1 know
it to be true but for my argument I1
ahll assume it to be true my first
claim is that the heavenly father of
thesetheme spirit children must desire that
they shallahall all choose the good in mortal

3 y life and become immortal souls in the
resurrection any other supposition

would be inconsistent with the char-
acter of the father it must followaan that ilehe will equally desire that
svery mortal child shall be bred borne

r born azidarid reared udderunder those conditions
that will give temptation to evil the
mastleast power to lead his children astray
to lead them to reject the good and
snoose the evil any other supposition
would again be inconsistent with the
character of the father thus it fol-
lows also that the procreation and
aw turing of children to be the taber

of heavenly spirits must be a
L duty in regard to which the father
w require the most scrupulous

i careare I1 repeat that any other supposi-
tion would be inconsistent with the
character of the heavenly father such
being the case I1 insist that there are
tootoe many children born whenever and

i wherever there are those born who can
not be reared in the innocence and
purity that should be the home of

children from the heavenly
father I1 have seen minymany children in
saltbalt lake who are mean and bad if
they areaft the tabernacles of spirits from
heaven those spirits stand all chances
of being lost and it seems to me logi
eelal to believe that the father must
hold the parents of such

r for the loss of his own spirit
ehchildrenadren hence the great duty of

parents understand this sub-
ject what they owe to their children
what responsibilities they are under to
the heavenly fatherto my mind there is nothing in this
world as lovable as a beautiful inno-
cent trusting child near my home
there are many of them they know
ineane their generous hello mr
teile manna to my solitary life they
keep me young I1 would not miss their
greetingerecting for a throne they are the
love of my human world as flowers
are the love of the physical world
they are god with us are sweet inno-
cent children with their free wild
laughter and happy unconcern

nothing soBO clearly shows to me the
great manly heart of jesus as his love
torfor children buffer them permit them
to come to me he said it seems as
though he saw in them the spirits of

kc children who were his brothers and
in the long ago the children

too saw in him a brother and crowded
upon him the hypocrites who sought
to condemn him held them back they
wanted even the children to hate him
butche drew them they were balm
ta kishis sorrow burdened life they
brought peace aandd joy and sunshine to
RIM and he sasaid they were the king-
dom of heimenheaven

if the kingdom of heaven say I1 be
only half as charming as some of the
deaxdear tots I1 have known I1 hope to get
there myself but unto all good children
everywhere I1 send my hearts wish that
they may grow to maturity and never
lose or forget the innocence and sweet-
ness of their childhood

CHARLES ELLIS

LETTER FROM SWEDEN

gustafs Dalarne sweden
dec 1897

the life of a missionary is a practical
experience both spiritual and tem-
poral he has to face the learned and
the unlearned of all classes who in
most instances show animosity to him
and tell him that the church of which
he is a representative is false such are
the sentiments which have been ex-
pressed to me

As an instance of the doctrines taught
here I1 can mention that the new
birth is believed to be only a change
of mind in a new bible translation
by one of the leading men of sweden
and in the religious circles the fore-
most this doctrine is made to appear
true and it is believed by the majority
of the religious adherents if this
should be true jesus must have been
at one time in need of change of
mind or repentance for jesus said
to his disciples when questioned by
peter what reward should be theirs for
their sacrifices for the gospel as re-
corded in the chapter of matthew
but I1 was like a man meeting another
in a duel one had a good sword
the other a poor one but the one
with the poor sword cancam give his op-
ponent a hard fight if he knows how
to use his better than does the one
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the work here in sweden is pro-
gressing in the stockholm con-
ference as shown by the reports given
sept 4 and 65 there had been added in
about five months 82 members to the
church of jesus christ of latter day
saints there were at that time 22

elders laboring in the confconferencearence
The churches mission houses and

schools of this country axeare not to be
gotten by the elders to preach in our
work is mostly among the people con-
versing with them and distributing
tracts

there are two of us laboring in
branch I1 have as assistant

a newly arrived companion elder al-
bert capson of est mill creek salt
lake county utah

I1 have been blessed with good health
while here and I1 can sav that I1 am
enjoying my labors the time laIs
rapidly going

I1 have met many warm friends here
in sweden to whom my love is kindled
may god bless the truthful of hishift
people on earth

yours in the gospel of christ
A R LUNDIN

conference IN FLORIDA

sanderson baker county florida
jan 6 1898

the anticipations of the elders of the
florida conference were gratified sat-
urday and sunday jan 1 and 2 6

when they met with saints and friends
in conference capacity with elder
frank H cutler presiding our ser-
vices began saturday morning by sing-
ing how swift the months prayer by
elder john Z brown singing now
let us RejorejoiceJee

we were favored with the Preprentenceprea encenence
ofat elders F M lyman and M PF cow-
ley of the council of the twelve alsoelder ellaselias S kimball and wife andelder chris J brown

elder frank H cutler reported thecondition of the florida conference aas
favorable in 1897 souls were bap-
tized four branches of the church
and eight sunday schools were organ-
ized and our future prospects arebrighter than ever

the following elders testified to thetruthfulness of the gospel john 2brown edward L black lester Xalellaselias A gee L W roberob-bins and W G fisher
elder F M lyman preached a dis-course impressing his hearers with thefact that the holy spirit will not dwellwhere there Is an absence of charity

truth and virtue the speaker blessed
the people of florida and said those ofthe south were noted for their hospi-
tality

come all ye sons of god was sung
benediction by elder samuel isom

the sumptuous dinner served on thegrounds supplied the demands of theinner man
at 2 p m our conference re-

sumed singing come 0 thou kingkincof kings elder E B lewis OffeoffereefeTprayer singing inspirerInspire of the an-
cient seers

elders samuel isom wm criddle
A G sedgwick A B snowball illeyheber C blood E B lewis
and E J butterfield spoke on thebeauties of the gospel

elder M F cowley occupied the
remainder af the time meeting closed
by singing we thank thee 0 god
for a prophet benediction by elderjabez faux jr

sunday jan 2 1898 we held one long
meeting it was opened with singing
what was witnessed in the heavensprayer by elder L A thehymn ye elders of israel was therthensung
our former laborerco elder carig

J brown addressed the audience upon
faith elder ellaselias S kimball spoke
on the characteristics of chriseeChrisChri tBchurch we were then favored with 8aquartette by elder jabez faux jr andothers

elder M F cowley spoke at length
upon the divine mission of the prophet
joseph smith

elders and congregation sang aaangel from on high
elder F M lymanlyma in a discourse

made plain the fact that all keys pow-
ers and authority necessary were alveato the prophet joseph and he in turn
bestowed them upon the twelve

meeting closed by singing praise tot
the man benedictionBenedictionbyby elder ella-s kimball and our conference ad-journedjourned

monday and tuesday were spent
priesthood meeting where we received
timely instructions from the visiting
brethren and were given our fields oflabor we all go into the soutsouthernberapart of the state where the gospel hasha
never been heard if any have friendtfriends
or relatives in florida and would likeus to visit them they can communicate
with us through box chattanooga
tennessee

the saints and friends of this local-
ity aidd everything in their power for-
the success of the conference their
hospitality we shall never forget

FRANK H CUTLER
president of the florida conference

ELIAS A GEE clerk
the body of fred A parish was dis-

coveredcove red I1inn a room I1inn the phoenixchoenI1x lodg-
ing house los angeles cal saturday
morning parish had plugged all the
cracks in the room and turned on the I1

gas friday night he was a jockey
21 years of age and apparently weltweir
supplied with funds his parents re-
side at stewartvilleStewart ville mo


