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THE “MOVEMENT”AND “PREAMPBLE"
OF TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO.

WE have had ocecasion to refer to the
Nauvoo fJxpositor in previous articles.
This paper was published by a few men
who been members of the Church
and had made great professions of
friendship for the Prophet Joseph, but
had entered into a secret combination to
destroy him. They had worked in the
dark until he exposed their traitorous
intrigues; then, after attempts to hide
their wickedness, they came out openly
and agowed their intentions, proclaim-
ing ag the reason for their action that
Joseph was o fallen prophet. To judge
b t];:]):eir owh expressions, they were
prompted by holy zeal, the reformation
of the Church, the purification of its
doctrines, and the salvation of the peo-
ple being the incentives which prompt-
ed them to action.

The ‘“Movement’’ of those men pos-
sesses no importance of itself at the
present time, aside from the fact thativ
is a specimen of the manner in which
Satan operates; and though twenty-five
years have elapsed since that ‘‘move-
ment'’was introduced, he still gives evi-
derce that he is the same ‘‘old devil”’
noW that he was then, however much
the belief may prevail that no such be-
ing as he has an existence. Revelations
f the spirit world through the
amcy of tipping tables, planchettes,
writing or speaking mediums, spirit
voices, spirit hands, spirit musfﬂ, ete.,
were not known then; manifestations of
that character ha® not been given, and
Satan, therefore, did not avail himself of
them to hoodwink his du But he
contrived to have them believe that they
were just as pious, as honest, sincere and
conscientious as he does the same class
in these days. To vindicate the ({mrig'
and correctness of thelr views and posi-
tion they judged it ,essential to pu lish
their ‘“Manifesto’” or ‘“Preamble.”” The
document is only remarkable because of
its similarity to the writings of other
apostates. The writers desired the ene-
mies of Joseph and the Saints to know
thatthey were very brave; they wished
to evoke their sympathy in advance, so
in she opening paragraph they describe
the furious and turbulent storm of perse-

cution which they expected to burstover
their heads. The!] * ifesto’’ opens as
follows:

“It is with the greatest solicitude for the
salvation of the human family and of our
own souls that we have this day assembled.
Fain would we haye slumbered, and, like
the dove that covers and conceals the ar-
row that is preying upon its vitals, for the
sake of avoiding the furious and turbulent
storm of persecution which will gather
soon to burst upon our heads, have covered
and concealed that which, for a season has
been brooding among the ruins of our
Ee.aca; but we will rely upon the arm or

ehovah, the Supreme Arbiter of the world,
to whom we this day, and upon this occa-
:iiﬂn, appeal for the rectitude of our inten-

ons,

If that God who gave bounds to the
mighty deep and bade the ocean cease—if
that God who organized the physical world
and gave infinity to space, be our front
guard and our rearward, it is futile and
vain for man to raise his puny arm
us., God will i
ecour
ate

against
nspire His Ministers with
e and with understanding to consum-
is purposes, and if it i3 necessary
He can snatch them from the fiery furnace
or the lion’s den, as He did anciently the
three Hebrews from the former and Daniel
from the latter.”

Then followsthe extract,which we gave
in a previous article, about their thor-
ough acquaintance with the rise,organi-
zation and history of the church, and
their testimony that they believed and
Enew that the religion of the Latter-
day BSaints, as originally taught by
Joseph Smith,was verily true, &ec.

In the naxt:pnrnimph they inform
their readers what kind of men minis-
ters of God should be: the honor and
glory of God, the salvation of souls and
the amelioration of man’s condition
should be kept steadily’in view; in all of
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'with contempt, and in many
, petitioners spurned from their presence,
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which Joseph and other officials in the | written; but how much more so now?
church, according to their statement, | It reads:

were deficient.

They then continue:

“We most solemnly and sincerely de-
clare, God this day being witness of the
truth and sincerity of our designs and state-
ment, that bappy will it be with those who
examine and scan Joseph Smith's preten-
tions to righteousness and take counsel of
human affairs and of the experience of
times gone by. Do not yield up traaquilly
asuperiority to that man which the reason-
ableness of past events and the Jaws of our
country declare to be pernicious and dia-
bolical,” .

They conclude the paragraph by de-
claring many items of doctrine, as
taught by the prophetand his brethren
to be heretical and damreable. The
country and their God requested that
they should ‘“‘rectifiy the tree.”

The piety, guud feeling, brotherly
kindness and disipterestedness of the
next paragraph could not be surpassed
by apostates of the present day, whose
prototypes they were. They say:

“We have called upon him [Joseph] to
repent, and "as soon as he showed fruifs
meet for repentance, we stood ready to seize
him by the hand of fellowship and throw
around him the mantle ofprotection; for it
is the salvation of souls we desire and not
our own aggrandizement.”’

The ‘““Manifesto’ continues:

“Many of us have sought a reformation
in the church without a public exposition
of the enormities of the crimes practised by
the leaders, thinking that, if they would
hearken to counsel and show fruit meet for
repentance, it would be as acceptable of
God as though they were exposed to pub-
lic gaze; but our petitions were treated
cases, the

and particularly ‘by*Joseph,” # # #

‘‘ Aswe have before stated,the various
principles of men we are determiued to
explode. It is not that we have any
private feelings to gratify,orany private

ique to settle, that has induced us to

@ thus plain. For we can respect and
love the eriminal if there is any hope of
reformation.”

“The next important item which presents
itself for our consideration,is the attempted
political power and influence which we
verily be ieﬁtu be preposterous and ab-
surd. ¥ 4@ o e do not believe
that God ever raised up a prophet to Chris-
tianize the world by political schemes and
intrigue. It is not the way God captivates
the heart of the unbelieving.”

So full of zeal were they that they
cried out:

“Oh Lord! shall we sit still and be silent
while thy name is. blasphemed and thine
honor, power and glory brought info dis-
respect?’”’

The next paragraph denounces what
they are pleased to call the inquisitor-
ial practices of Joseph and ‘‘his accom-
plices.” Then follows an account of
the trial, in which they contend they
were not cut off from the Church, but
were still members of it. A string of
rosolutions, thirteen in number, follows
the ‘““Manifesto’” or *‘Preamble.”

The second resolution states that,they
are constrained ‘‘to denounce them

| hostile

(Joseph and Hyrum Smith) and others
as apostates from the pure doctrines of
Jesus Christ.”’ -

The third resolution states ‘‘that we
disapprobate and discountenaece every
attempt to unite church and Btate; and
that we further believe the effort now
being made by Joseph Bmith for poli-
tical power and influence is not com-
mendable in the sight of God,

The fourth resolution says that ‘‘the
and conduct manifested by
Joseph Bmith and many of his associ-
ates towards Missouri and others ini-
mical to his purposes are decidedly at
variance with the true spirit of Christ-
ianity and should not be encouraged by
any people, much less by those profess-
ing to :?B the ministers of the gospel of

eace,

5 The sixth resolution says:

- ““That we consider the religious opin
ions exercised in financial concerns by
Joseph Smith isas unjust as it is un war-
rantable; for the Book of Doectrine and
Covenants makes it the duty of the
Bishop to take chargeof the financial
affairs of the chureh and of all temporal
matters partaining to the same.’’

Joseph’s injunctions  respecting
the purchase of property were as
objectionable to apostates then, as the
finjunctions of to-day, about pur-
chasing merchandize, and respect-
ing co-operation  are to apostates
now; for the tenth resolution says

that they consider “theinjunctions laid"

ing them to
%urchaaa property for the Trustee in

rust for the church as a deception
.practiced upon them.”

- The thirteenth resolution sounded
ludicrous at the day in which it was

upon the BSaints, compe

heart in the Church and throughout
the world to vindicate the pure doctrine
of Jesus Christ, whether set forth in the
Bible, ‘Book of Mormon or Book of Cov-
enants, and we hereby withdraw the
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“That we call upon the honest in

hand of fellowship from all those who
practise or teach doctrines conftrary to
the above, until they eease so to do, and
show works meet for. repentance,”

- Had they assumed to have beenunder
the direction of ‘‘a priesthood behind
the vail,” they could not have aped the
tone of authority better than they did.
Both then as now, and now as ever-
more, however cunningly false shep-
herds try to imitate the voice of the
true shepherd, they signally fail.

The fifteenth resolution says thaf ‘‘in
all our controversies in defence pf truth

and righteousness, the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal, * *  but
against spiritual wickedness in high
places; andtherefore we will not use
carnal weapons to eave in our own de-
fence,’’

These men made the highest preten-
stons possible concerning their love
for the truth and for the Saints, To
judge by their language, they would
not hurt a hair of their heads, would
not harm Joseph, but only wished him
to repent and reform his life. In their
editorial they said: ‘“The question is
asked: ‘Will you bring a mob upon us?’
In answer to that we assure all concern-
ed that we will be among the first to
put down anything like illegal force
being used against any man or set of
men.

The paper containing this ‘‘preamble’’
or ‘“‘manifesto’” and reselutions was

| dated June 7th, and twenty days after

its issue, the prophet Joseph and his
brother Hyrum lay welterlng in their
bleod jn Carthage jail. The machina-
tions of these apostates had brought
them into the toils of their enemies;
through their agency their deaths had
been compassed. Within three short
weeks after the publication of their

“‘manifesto’” their garments were
dripping with the blood of inno-
cence, and this, too, after all

their pretensions of meekness and hu-
mility and the love of God and friend~
ship for the Baints  and their desire to
reform the church and to establish the
pure principles of ¢he gospel and to es-
chew the use of carnal weapons.,

In considering our circumstances to-
day there is one especial cause of
thanksgiviug—it is more than twenty
miles to Carthage, and mobs cannot col-
lect and raven and destroy at a day’s
notice. Twenty-five years have not
produced any change in the hatred and
murderous spirit of Satan; but they
have produced many favorable changes
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-should be. The
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in the condition of the people of God.
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“HOLINESS TO THE LORD”—CO-
OPERATION.

Nor many days ago we published a
communication from Z. on the subject
of Ou-npegtiun and the retention of the
co-operative sign over the doors of those
who had expressed hostility against the
measure., It was scarcely the kind of
communication in every respect that
we are in the habit of itting to our
columns; but it touched upon a subject
that needed mention, and so we pub-~
lished it, hoping it would have the effect
either to have the s taken down,
or to show the people that the words
“‘Holiness to the Lord’’ did notin every
instance distinguish those who sustain-

ed co-operation in contradistinction to

those who opposed it. Whether Z's
communication had any effect, or not,
we can notsay; but we have 'it in our
power to announce to day that at least
two signs have been hauled down, the
proprietors of the stores having come to

the conclusion to sail no loager under.

colors te which their language and acts
show they have no claim. This is as it
ple should have
some means of distinguishing those who
sustain co-operation from those who do
not. This 8 was adopted as this
means,and when a man ceases (0 sup-
rt the measure, or tries to bring

t into disrepute, he should, to say
the least, e down his sign and
let the public know his truoe ition,
If such persons do not wish ‘“‘Holiness
to the Lord” to be over their stores,
they should be honest enough to re-
move the words. The Latter-day Saints
believe that not only will “Holiness to
the Lord’ be over our stores and places
of business of His people; but ag Zecha-
riah, the prophet,
even be on the bells of the horses
and the vessels in common use, as well
asupon those in use inthe Lord’s house.
e anticipated excellent effects from
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predicts, the words |

| doubts,

coolness and audacit

of the cire
measure has been taken to
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the co-operative movement when it was
inaugurated; and we have not been dis-
appointed. It has been a great blessing
1:1:;l the community by giving them
chea

the ]End has reason to be thankfal that
the principle was ever broached and
put into practical operation, for it has
wonderfully Jessened expenses;and an-
other excellent feature of the institu-

goods. Every householder in

is that the profitsa are divided
among the people. We know a Ward
Retail Store, whose profits have not
been so large as others, which, at
the expiration of four months from
the openi: g of the store, paid up a div-
idend on its capital at the rate of forty-
three pe: cent. per annum. ' Besides
this divid. ad, the people had their goods
at prices fur below anything ever before
known in this country, and far lower,
too, than, if there had been no co-opera-
tion, they would have been with the
present ¢! cap freights and other ad-
vantages which we now have. It is
capable of the clearest demonstration
that co-operation has been, thus far, of
great benefit to the people.

But another effect of co-operation is
that it has shown the people the nature
of the ties by which some have been at-
tached to the people and the eause
which they love; it has exhibited
friendship in its true colors. The wis-
dom of financial measures, which are
now caviled at, would never have been
questioned,and men’s real feelings would
not have been exhibited as they now

re,had it not been for co-operation. Had

he oldsystem of doing business been
left wuudisturbed, faith of a certain
character would have still existed, and
the finanecial policy of the leaders of
Israel would not have been deemed un-
sound. Bauat it is surprising how sud-
denly doubts and fears arose respecting
the authority and wisdom of the priest-
hood when that measure was mooted,
and how its success has increased those
|

Verily Washington Irving was not
far wrong when bhe called the dollar
“almighty.”’
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TaE Chicago Fvening Journal,of'a late date,
publishes a cireular from a dealer in coun-
terfeit currency—Morgan & Co., Naussau
Street, New York, which has been sent in
for publication by L. Carter & Co., of
Astoria, Ill. The numerous frauds that

| have been perpetrated of late by counter-

feiters, have caused considerable excite-
ment and comment in various quarters.
A few extracts from the circular in question
will serve to show the extenito which these
frauds have been perpetrated, and the
of those engaged in
them. It begins in the following modest
Jnanner:

“DEAR Sir:—Believing you to be ‘frue
blue’ we will introduce for consideration
a matter which will be the means of put-
t.ini many thousands of dollars in your
pocket in a very short time. We have now
on hand, ready for circulation, $350,000 in
$1, $2 and $5 bills, They are the best coun-
terfeits ever put in the market, and we
defy the Treasury ex themselves to
detect them. They are of the same size as
thé genuine,are printed on first-class paper,
are correctly numbered, and are so exceed-
ingly well executed in every respect that

they cannot possibly be detected, even b
the aid of a powarfn{ microscope. We havi
them put up in pack of each. We

will sell you $500 of %ﬂ $1 or $2 bills for
5100; $1,000 for $180. We shall charge you

per thousand on the $5 bills, as the
engraving of the plate cost us considerably
more than for the others. Ifyon desire fo
feel your way .before investing largely,
we will send you $500 upon the receipt of
$5 or $10, whichever you see fit to send us,
and you maglpa.y the balance within 15 days
after receiving the bills, or we will wait
until yonarrive. Any railroad ticket agent
Eﬂl tﬂ}m them, because he cannot detect

em. ‘

This precious document then proceeds to
caution the “True Blue” st showing
mors than fifty at a time and in one place.
It then proceeds to suggest certain precan-
tionary measures in the transmission of
money fer ngpliaa, assuring the recipient

ar that every precautionary
prevent detec-
tion and to insure safety im passing off these
counterfeit notes.

‘“Depend upon it,” saysthe circular, “we
are in earnest in this matter, and if you take
hold ofit in a proper manner, you can make
$20,000 before November.”

In cautioning the recipient of this vil-
lainous document{ against divulging the
name of its sender, it proceeds:

*“We have the reputation in New York of
being men ofgood standing, and, therefore,
we will never be suspected of dealing in
counterfeit money."’

“Wagon & Co.,
73 Nassau street, New York.

As a guarantee of the quality of their
counterfeits, this firm extracts the follow-
ing paragraph from the Herald:

“The amount of the counterfeit m
in circulation throughout the muntry'o,ﬂ




