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TRIP TO SALMON CITY IDAHO

to reach the city named above take
06 oregonregon short line butte division
et off at red rock miles from

salt lake city it Is not much of a
illacegee as to size but it is the shipping
point for places reached only by the
awl time conveyances mule teams
and stage coaches that our semi

jubilee has been reviving
afad bringing to notice while I1 was

sa train load of cattle was being
upp the poor brutes were

ed and prodded to fill up the
huge wagons heavily laden in
and other conveyances of the

pattern were rolling out

next in order was the daily stage line
elegant four horse coaches we

have exchanged the conductor with
his punch for the one with the whip
and proud indeed is the passenger
who claims the seat near the driver
the post of honor and the one most
sought after

salmon city is seventy miles away
yet is within speaking distance A
telephone line costing has beenbuilt connecting that dystant point
with the rest of the world the road
thither part of the way is over an
undulating countcountryrf cattle ranches
are seen on the river bottoms distant
mountains fringe them the road is agood one the stage time about six
miles an hour you do not leave redrock until nearly noon and reach
I1midway toward evening where a
comfortable station awaits you andyou stay for the night midway en-
joys an elevation of feet early
next morning the climb to the sum-
mit of the mountain begins

the summit once reached elevation
feet you are on the great divid-

ing line of the continent A few milesmilea
north near horse prairie is the tintinyY
streamlet that may be called the birth-place of the mighty missouri whose
waters finally reach the gulf of mex-
ico to the west begins another creekcreek
that runs into lemhileahi river this one
soon gets into salmon river and on
towards the setting sun the salmon
and snake rivers combine to make thegreat columbia river

the road over this mountain is a
safe one the descent is made by one
of the wheels being encased in an iron
boot in winter sleighs are used the
drivers are careful men very few ac-
cidents occur the most timid need not
be afraid of taking chances with them
down down we go the distant
salmon river mountains loom up in the
west a ribbon like line is seen away
in akethe distance we are told it is our
road and sure enough it is we reach
sutherlandsherlandsSut and find we have dropped
down 1700 feet in two or three miles

it is fun to hear stage men talk
horse each one has his name each
horse possesses an individuality pecu-
liar to himself they enjoy pet names

jerry jeff dan bruiser and so
forth but one thing I1 am proud to
say is that no more humane drivers can
be found than good stage drivers sel-
dom or never have I1 seen them whip
their horses in blinding snowstormssnowstorms
and pelting rains the stage driver has
to forge ahead and take such chances
that few envy him

railroad men also have their talks
but in other channels among the
bravest men of the present day are
railroad engineers running fast trains
they can tell all the merits ondand de
merits of their kettles as they call
them as do our stage drivers the
faults and failings tf their equine pets

of the greybeargreybe ariili ra tr
swagger of the old time overland stage
drivers who used to strut around with
a silver race horse on their watch
chains when they reached a acola cop-
ping placealf ce hey put on more airs than
the captain of an ocean greyhound
but their race is nearly run one otor
these days electricity and compressed
air will replace them all fire wagons
will be a thing of the past

you leave montana on the divide
and enter idaho the road to lemhileahi
river is through a long canyon here
and there are boxes on posts into
which our drivers put packages they
are for some lonely prospector settler
orgr miner leading lives of hermits in
the search for golden treasures

the last change of horses in the
lechtlemhi valley is near Sharkeys and on
his farm the famous old fort built by
the mormonscormons in 1855 is seen it looks
like the old dirt wall now seen on the
bench north of salt lake city shocks

of grain now fill the center of it it toie
cose to the stage road on the left
hand side going towards salmon
city

there is a long story connected with
these dirt walls the blood of the brave
pioneers stains them the bones of
noble men who sought to carry the
olive branch of peace and help to thajhb
indians lie near them thus it tois that
the early pioneers in many cases who
sought to benefit the indian tribes
were made to suffer for their mag-
nanimitynani mity

it was in the spring conferencecoriference 18881885
that a number of missionaries under
the direction of thomas S smith of
farmington numbering 28 in all were
called to go and make a settlement
inill this unknown region and on the
ath of junejun the fort was located A
settlement was started crops were
raised and great progress was made
in reclaiming the country but the
grasshoppers visited them in 1856 and
destroyed their crops president brig
ham young and a large escort visitedthe valley in 1857 in february 10thehe indians attacked the settlers kill-
ing george mcbride and james mil-ler and wounding the president of thecolony thomas S smith also foun-tain welch L W shurtliff andrewrobinson and andrew nululgley thefort was finally abandoned march 8

in 1866 the mining excitementbrought in the ubiquitous prospector
and salmon city was founded it Is
located near the junction of the lemhi and salmon rivers the distance isitwenty miles from the tortfort to the mcdityYthe road runs on the west side of ttethevalley the mountains are lofty andwell timbered and the soil tois fertile
and produces good crops the eleva-tion of salmon city is feet lowilowerrthan salt lake city beautiful crops
of grain give a golden tinge of plentyto the farms

idaho is a well watered statestat plenty
of water fills the soul of the irrigator
with joy some fresh farms are seenbeennear the location of the fort but asae
the elevation is feet cruft tois not
a certain crop gold mining is the in-dustry that gives life to the country

the fluctuations in the price of silver
do not worry the Salmon ianslans nearly
every one you meet in this fishfishy etty
looks to be well fixed no signs ofpoverty are in sight there are some
fine stores and neat residences and
the usual number of shanties that go
to make up a mining town the loca-
tion is an admirable one the climate
with the exception of a few extreme
cold snaps is very pleasant itif you
have any money to blow in for min-
ing purposes you will be made
come if you are after land to settle
upon do not go there it toIs all taken
up

there are some good minesmined nwnear by
the monolith of which janiw V
wells is president and supettnfeud eh
is located forty five miles dowa tbthe
river supplies are floated to it on
rafts and boats the sides of the viverfiver
below are precipitous getting out
gold bars in such a place is no kinder-
garten work stillmill I1 saw some ofefthemthem
that ran up into the thousands float-
ing goods Is a risky job on the salmon
river almost as difficult asan floatingdoating
the bonds of a rallrailroadroad scheme butbat
where is it that men will not go to get
out the king of metals

I1 was proud to see one of our fore-
most utah boysboys making a success in a
vocation requiring so much tact and
energy in such an unlookedunlocked for loca-
tion

it will bebd a long time before the iron
horse gets into the salmonsalmon river vil-
ley

val-
ley but one of these days there will be
a big Vpopulationcopula th er 0


