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Iin‘ing been called upon this af-
ternoon, to speak to this congrega-
tioy, | earnestly desire that 1 may

o influenced by the spirit of
h that [ may be able to bring
forth such things as will be pro
ble for us to reflect upon. I feelthat
we ire greatly blessed in being priv-
lleged L) meet In (this house, dedi-
catqd to the worship and service of
our Heavenly Father, where wecan
atténd to those things whieh are re-
yuited of us, In
spirit, and recelve Instructions as
the Holy Spirit may prompt.

We meet In the name of the Lord.
All{that we do should be done in the
name of Jesus Christ, for sgo we have
beeh commanded,
which we Lelong is the Church of
It is composed of peo-
Baints, but it Is
e has set it up,

and in unity of

The Charch to

Jesps Chrlst.
ple galled Latter-d
Chrlst’s Church.
He lins organized it, and all the
prindeiples and dootrines which have
been made known tous have been re-
vealpd through Him, It s His work
and {He wil] wateh over it and di-
consummate
And He has commanded us that
iall do all things In eonnection
with our fuith in' Hils holy
andiin that way 'only will it be ac-
ceptable to .our Heavenly Father;
for-all the blessings that come from
our Father to us
come to us through Jesus Cﬂrist.
Hlia; is the onlg name given under
; man can be saved.
The Goapel of Jesus Christ must be
presched to every creature. For i
‘woutld not be Just for our Heavenly
Father to condemn any of his crea-
who did not telleve In Jesus
Christ, without giving them an op-
porthnity of undantanding who He
1d what His commandments
All people, then, must hear
ospel and have an opportunity
iving it or rejecting it. Jesus
t His Aposties, after
fon, to preach the Gos-
p all the world In that day and
generation, and they went forward
the commandment
whidh he gave to them. Rince that
time a great man
havé been imtroduced
, 8ud a greal many chuarches
bav&’beau establighed, lycoordlug to
the potions and fdeas of men not
autliorizad by the Lord Jesus, not
acoepted of Him, not r
Himy in any way. They are the
churches of men, and the doctrines
preaghed thercin, In a
reapecty, are the doctrines and com
" maniiments of men. They are not
of Géd. They are not recognized by
Fhey are mnot acceptable
so with many
which have
intréduced since that day. BSome
men have lntroduoed them -in the
name of Jesus Chrik
weré not authorized by
do 80, and therefore He will not ac-
cept them. and they are of no bene-
fit to the ohildren of men so far as
thelr salvation is concerned. But
In the d+y and age In which we live
the lLord Jesus has manifested Him-
pelf agam, and nas re-organized the
CUhuarch which He set up in anclent
days, in the same form and shape,
with the same officers, with the

Is children, will

heaven whereb

Christ sent o
His resurrvct

and | fulfllled

false dootrines

ordinances

same ordinances, with the same
commandments, and with the same
spirit, power, gifts and Dblessings.
And in this Courch, if we live un-
der the ins
attend to i

iration of the
e datles and
commandments which He reveals,
in the way He haa pointed out, we
will be scoepted of Him, and that
which His servants perform on the
carth in His name In the way He
haa appolated, will be the same as
was ¥performed by
Himself 1n perron, and will be ac-
capted of the Father, Just the same
a3 thugh performed b
Jeaus Chrie’, and what
will be eealad
heavens, and what they loose on
the earth will be loosed In the
according to His word.
We!bhave (his great blessing and
privilege, then, in belonging to this

of the Lord
ta of the lLord, members of
‘hurch of Christ, not members
of any church made by & man, or a
set of men, but the trae church of
theliving God, established by Him-
selti through the Lard Jesus Christ,
Anid if we ctfer up our seacraments
befére Him in the way He has ap-
poiated, they will be accepted by
, and we will receive the bene-
fita that result from properly attend-
lugito these things.

All the present time there are a
great many difesentsecis professing
to ie Lhe churches of Christ,
great varlety of doctrines sre taught
Generally speaking these
doctrines are suppored to be taken
from the bock ealled the Bible.
Migislers usually read a portion of
scripture either from the Old Testa-
ment or [.om tIih- New Testament,
anli preach discourses therefrom. peaks
Baf§ aithough these different rell |ch and it is their privilege to

3% and thees different discourses|see as Ii as He
are sapp wed t> be taken from the | comprehends, that we may all see
one book, yet they are very con-|‘‘eye to aye” and understand the
_ The notions and ideas of | th of God alike.
one sect in regard to the thingscon-| Bome people have an idea that it
talned In the baok, differ from thoee | 12 im
thet are entertained by

of Christ. And even in
arious secta the people do
jeve alike, They do
derstand alike the dootrines
taln to t‘ljl‘dr particular
e

the Hs&hm _
all/believe alike. The
tiat  church do
ke. There is not
ence existing betwean
and the Methoaist, but the

of | times

and so with the rest
ent sec's in Christendom.
son of this is because they
and definite standard.
ke the Bible—or rather
the Bible as
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l rded In the
should be regarde EAmMe
|light ms seculsr history. And so
| the notlons and ideas concerning the
| Bible are very varied. Outside of the
| Bible they have no standard, We
may perhaps except the church call-
ed the Roman; Catholic Church.
That church has a standard in the
person ¢f the supreme head of the
church—the - Pope, the traditions,
and the declsions of the councils of
the church. Buf neither the Ro-
man Cathollie Church, northe Epis-
copal Church, which has come out
from it, nor any of the sects which
have come out from the E pal
Chureh, have any inspired lfl.ll_
among them save and uuﬂ" the
things that were writien of old’con-
tained in the Bible, which theéy do

not ecomprehend alike. In the|ly alik

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Baints we have something be-
sides the written word. We have
the living oracles of God, men that
have been called and ordained and
set apart to minleter in Christ’s
stead, men In whom the Lord has
plnced s spirit, and not only His
spirit, but His authority that they
may act in Hls name; and they
have access unto Him. Itls their
privilege not only to expound the
things that were written of old
which have been preserved and
placed on record, and which are con-
tained in the books of the Bible, but
ulso to receive Intelligence from the
same source from whick these
thinga that are inspired that are in
the ok were given. The same
fountain from which the Prophets
of old partook is open to us, and
the servants of God in the
Church of Jesus Ohrist of
Latter-day BSaints can learm the
mind and will of God mg&ng
us as it exists in His own m,
because the fountain of revelation
ia mot dried up. Access Is open
unto our Heavenly Father as it was

in times of old; and If Peter could

learn the word of the Lord and teach
it to the former-day Church, so the
servants of God holding a similar
position to-day can call upon the
Lord and receive His word and de-
olare it to the Jatter-day Church, fIf
the Prophefs of God of old wrote
and spoke as they were moved upon
by the Holy Ghost, there are Pro-
pﬁeta of God living upon the earth
to-day who can speak and write as
they are ; moved upon by the same
power. .And the word of God that
comes down from heaven in our day
Is Just as authoritative as the word
of God that came in times of old and
that is written in the old beoks, and
it is of much more Im nee to the
people called Latter-day Saints, be-
cause it comes direct to them from
odr living head. 1t does not come
in any ambiguous phraseology; it
does not come In a pe that would
leave it open to comtroversy; but It
comes to us clear, and straight-
forward, so that all may understand.
We have the benefif of the living
oracles; not only the words of the
oracles that are dead, but the words
of those that are living.

And we find when we come te in-
vestigate the things that God makes
manifest in our own day through
the living oracles, that in spirit and
in doctrine they correspond with the
things that God revealed in days ol
old. We, then, have ““a more sure
word of prophecy” than the thin
that were written aforetime. T
Apoatle Peter 8 of this In his
day. He said t holy men of God
wrole and spoke as they were moved
upon by the Holy Ghost, and that
no prophecy of the Beripture is of
any private interpretation. He said,
further, ‘‘We have also a more sure
word of prophecy; whereunto ye do
well that yo take heed, sa unto a
light that shineth in a dark place,
unti]l the day dawn, and the day
star arise in your hearts.” They
had. the living oracles. The
people who lived in Peter’s
day had not only the
words of Isalah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel
and the other prophets, and the
Book of the Laws; as written by
Moses, Lhe Inspired &:lphnt of God,
who looked upon and talked
with Him face to face—thty no
only had these things written in the
ancient records, but they had living
oracles, men in their midst who
were aulhorised fo0 speak in the
vame of the Lord and declare to
the people the living word of God
for their present benefil. And as it
was with the people in that day, so
it i& in this Church that Jesus Christ
our Savlor has re-established on the
earth. We have the living oracles,
those who are called and ordained
t) stand between us and the Lord.
And in addition to all this we bave
the great privilege of the Holy
Ghost universally diffused through-
out the body of the Church for the
benefit of every member thereof;
for every man and for every woman,
for every individual who hss been
baptised into 1t and has recelved ita
ordinances., Every person in the
Church may receive of this I;Emt
which ia the light of God, wh is
the spirit of inspiration, - which
bears record of the things of God
and makes plain toall who have it
the things that God reveals through
the living oracles, If a servant
of God spesks or writes uncer
the inepiration of the Holy Ghost,
the rame spirit by which writes
pr 8 ts in the members of the

e sees, lo com

i
|
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ht to the same degree, but |siever he had commanded them.

t is the same, just av the | From th L
of the |light of the sun 1s the J eir day 10 ihe time in Which

they speak. When the
undersiand the principle and rule |ths
that ern the workings
all work it out in the same | Some people
and what a dogen or a hun- | further than others wi
can doa million can do.
makes no difference about the num- | but the light by whie e
ple | the same. Bo it Is wilh regard
t of the Holy Ghost.
_ the same. | pec ple do not receive it in the samse
Why cannot this be done in those | degree, because they are not all
things cslled religions? It s frue |ed with the same capacily
are not|have not the same desires;
governed sitogether by thesame |difference is not in the spirit, it is in
rules and laws as those which gov- | the individual. Bome
But yet if peo- | very earnest afte
possession of the sams|and he who seeks finds,
spirit, and the truth 18 made clear | more he seeks in the right direction
before thelr understanding, they|the more he finds. He that i« dila-
can all be brought to see exact-|tory in searching

It | ural eyes. Their

If all understand the
alike they will work it out and | the
the resull will be e

that religious principles
people are
r the things of God,

ern secular thinga.
ple are in

after the things of
God, obtains but little; he that is| Bo
ex nce, | diligent obtains much. All m
of | eeive it, but they must obtain
Jesus Christ came to us, it found | the way that God has appointed, all
us when we were escaltered abroad | receivin,
in different nations. We have
ple hére frem Eb
Wales, Ireland, an

bave proven
For Instance, when the

thelr measure aceording to
.| their diligence and desire; but the
and, Heotland, | 8pirit s the same. And this spir
from different | kas operated u
continent; | & Way as to
from SBweden, Norway, Germany, | verse feelings and op
Italy and from the wvarions cantons | besrt and one mind in regard to this
of Bwitzerland; a great many from | matter. And wherever this Goepel
the yarious States of America, from | i8s Leen preached and people have
the lslands of the sea, from the East | received it, they have been brought
Indies, from Africa—peeple from |!o & “unity of the faith.” They no
Now, | longer have many faiths and many
| came to us, It|baptisms, but one faith, one bap-
found us in a scattered condition, We | tism and one God, having com-
lived in different countries, we | menced to walk in the same str
spoke different langusges; we had |and narrow way that leads to life
different ideas in rezard to God and | and which is the only way of #alva-
His ways. But we were laught |tien. _
that we must belleve in the true|enjoy the fulmess of His glory must
and the living God; that we had all | walk thai straight and narrow way;
that He|“for wide is the road, and broad is
that | the gate that leads unto death
' His ima e; [mapy theére be,” we are told
that the idea prevalent in the world | g0 in thereat.” There is only one
that the Deity is a being without | way of life,
body, parts or

n our hearts in such

ns—of one

all quarters of the globe,
whei the Gospe

And all people who

sprung from Him;
was our Father,
were made

ly ome plan of salva-
because there is but one God

prebensible mnonentity, was alto- |0 serve. If there were many,
gether wrong, We were told that|to worship, there might be

we had sprung from God, and bein
His offspring we were like Him,an
that, therefore, in some respects He | berbut one Gospel,
is like us; that He is a personage, | g&te leading fo the celestial cit
. I havatlhown thst.kl.t ‘h
and we are|foragreat many people o

5 ideas and notions to be brought to
gome conception of | understand thin
this can be done

different ways to salvation; buf as to
us there s only one

own kind,

alike. And if
regard to one or

could form
what He is like, and we put away
our old ideas. We carae to a unity |four things (I have named four) or
of the faith concerning God, that
He is an Individual; that although
He iz a spirit, yet He dwellsin a

ciples, it can be dope in & mll-
or any number of principles,
And we are told in the Seriptures
tangible tabernacle. Man is a spirit | that the time is to come when all
because we have|shall see eye to eye; because all
im. The spiritual | ehall know God from the least unto
of our being is the offspring ot | the greatest. There is,
which spiritual part dwells in | to come when {he Holy Spirit will be
in our natural part that has come | poured cut upon all
from the dust. In this way we|the sons and the daughters will
could form some idea concerning the
Deity, and we all formied the same | an
idea; we all came to the unity of the |etc.; and when the earth and all
faith in this respect. We were also | that live upon it shall be redeemed
taught that it was needfal for us to | and sanctified; the earih will then
be as it was when it rolled out of the

as well as G
sprung from

hecy,the old men dream
the young men see visions,

believe in the Lord Jesms Christ,
and when we had full falih in the | bands of the Creator, and the
Lord Jesus Christ to otay His com- | ple will understand God and
mandmenta, that we were to repent | ways; they will understand them
of, our ains. Now there were - | alike,

ent ideas In the world as to what | different
constituted repentance; but we were | one only
taught that in order to repent aoc-|and one Holy Bpirit burning in the
ceplably before God we must come | hearts of His children.

to the determination in our minds| At the ¢ time there Is a
to leave off sinning, to cease doing | diversity of opinions and notions and
that which js wrong, and to
understand and do what is righ
Then we were taught thai in order |in which the Saints have begu
to receive remission of sins we must | walk, is the only true way. ‘That
be baptized. Now there were differ- | may sound
ent notions in regard to baptism
Bome p2ople believ-|sent.

There will not be a thousand
but there will be

conducted by leadin
religions;
» one Ged the Father of all,

God and His ways;

get to | ideas co
that this one way

but I have sta

very
to some a little fn
That 18 because they
of the | not underatand the matler in all it
sign of the croes with a Ilittle|bearings. I say, there ean be bu
priest|one true religion, sim
m, Others believed that | there is only one true God.
the face was | religion is that religion which comes
tism. Others that it was need- | from God; and that religion which
in | is man-made cannot be the

and | of God; it s therefore not binding;
to be | nothing religl
t we| mankind but tha

in | seem also
the world.
that the marking

water on the forehead by a
gprin g water upon

to immerse the whole body
water to conatitute baptis
still others that a person ough
immersed three times.
were taught that baptism was sat|from God. That which comes from
once & burial and a birth; that in|God through His servanis and Is
tized the per- | declared to the people, I# binding;
e ordinance | he that recsives it will be saved,
should have authority from God, be- | and he that rejects it will bs con-.
cause he uces the name, of the|demned. This must be 8o becaure
Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and he | It comes by authority, from Del
has no right to use the names of the | himself. It ie His word; itis H
expressly | will; and he who rejecta it, rejeots
s0. We|it against his own salvation; and
then, | none can be saved who do not obey.

the people that have

1 whmm

order to be Iy
son who ndgfnpl:rt.ﬂ

holy trinity without bel
authorized of God to
learned that in the first
an individual who admi
ordinances must have authority to|say
administer, and he must administer | lived upon the earth since the days
in the way that the Lord has ap-
pointed—not the way that man
may think is right, but the way | who did not obey the Go3

Lord hsa ordained; or else it | damned and lost forever?’
would not be acceptable to God.| No. We merely
And we were taught that the Indi-|sition that there is but the one true
vidual to be baptized must believe | way.
and repent, for without faith and re- | gusge of the Bavior bimself upon
pentance baptism would be of no|th
avall.. Bo the individual who was|of
baptised must be a repentent be-
and the individual who ad-|n
ministered the ordinance must
#n orcdalned servant
legitimate  au-
thority from on high—not that|There ia a
upon himself, | and & very one.
not that which he may have felt |are millions of
called upon to do in his own heart; | lived u
but he must bea doma fide rep
sentative of Deity, s man called and | Spirit.”
ordained and set apart by authority
from God to administer in His name, | the in
or-jt would not be valid. And then | Christ, and after it
the Individual who baptizes must go | their
down into Lhe water wi

when Jesus and

d
preached, who did ubt hn‘:‘md Ja

hold to the
I will refer you to the lan-
int spoken to N

sought ‘l'l‘l’ ’l:ui::rview wiih Jesus
bi: verily un
ig ] oo say

one
Jews, who

[ 24

which he had taken
the earth w
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alone who i
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hliu,ht...hounnda and ‘millions of
people have passed awsy without
receiving or obeying the Goepel
of the Bon of . Ac.ord-

cauge they did not hear it, they will
be condemned forever. The heathen
nations for ages past have not even
heard the doctrines of men profess-
ing to be Christian. They worship
Iidole; they worship beasts; they
worni:lp tiy:o heavenly bodies, ete,
Many miillions of them sre outsiie
the pale of Christendom. What is
to become of them? *“Veully, verily,
I say unto you, except ye sare born
of water and of the Hpirit, ye can-

not enter the Kingdom of Heaven.” | his

saye the Bavior; and there is no
other name givem under heaven
whereby man can be saved than the
name of Christ Jesus; and yel there
are mililons and millions of people
who have passed away from the
earth never having heard the name
of Jesus Christ. A great many
millions mere have died without
a knowledge of the true Gospel
And what is to become of them ali?
According to the dootrines of mcd-
orn Christendom, they are all de-
stroyed, they are all damned. That
is a horriLle thing to think of,
There is conslderable controversy
going on In the Christlan world to-
day, not only In reference to the
plenary inspiration of the Bible, but
in regard to probation. There is a
discussion in prc now in re-
4 to what is ea fprobation af.
death.” The queation is wheth-
er there is a bation after people
leave Lhis wor :11101' it is confined to
the ephere o which we now move.
HSome of the ministers are beginning
to think thatthere must be a chance
for souls after they leave Lhe earth

to the way of life and salva-
t1:cm=| F, t the great majority of mod-
ern divines,representing popular re.
ligloue opinions, believe that thia is
the only state of probation; that
when death overtakes a man, that
is the snd of hils opporfunities for
salvation. According to that rule
all those millions of people who
have died without hearing the name
of Jesus Christ have gone to hell.
There are differenct ideas abont
hell now-a-days. A few years ago
there was only the one idea, which
was that hell Is a great, bottomleas
pit full of flaming fire and brim-
stone, into which the  wicked are
cast never to return, whilst the
devile are continually stirring up
the flames for the everlasting tor-
ment of the doomed. And (h's
ecene nsed to be described by popu-
lar divines in the mos} hideous and
shocking manner. People have re-
cen odified their ideas concern-
ing punishment, and the
change is greatly due to the teach-
ings of the Eiders of this Church,
and trines which have been

3‘%4 ublished as revealed
e

het Joseph Smith.
The controversy that is now bei
theologle
minds upon the subject of proba-
has been brought about
h the effects upon the public
mind of the preaching of the Elders
of the dootrine revealed In the

ve inning of the Church. Yon
le n':g in the Docirine and Cove-

nants that God revealed to Joseph
Bmith as eyrly as March 1830, that
“gternal isbment is God’s pun-
fshment.” Because God is an eter-

~ | nal being. His laws are eternal, and

there are penalties atiached to all of
them. Batit does not follow that
because a person may be banished
into the eternal punishment it is
intended that he shall stay there
el 5o oy 54 1o the e
ment, he go e place
e for the mr:iolllnus and the
sinner and stay there but for a cer-
tain period. Bome may stay longer
than others. In the language of the
Soripture, some are beaten with
many atrfpes, and others are beaten
with but few stripes; but all stay
until shey have the ultermost
farthing,” all are punished ac: or 1in
to the gravity of their guilt, It will be
“more tolerable’ in the day of judg-
ment for people who did not hear
the word of in the flesh, and
who were wicked, than for the wick-
od who did hear the word of God and
ted it. Buat the time will come
en all men will ba judged, and
the Apostle Paul says they will be
by the Gospel; will a

¢ before the judgment seat to
adged according to thelr work:, re.
ving aceord to their merits or
8, y their light and

Now the Lord made this very
Inst::“invohthnhinn.t?
damnation God sald had
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VETses:
Thus salth ths Lord, conoer

of whom [ say that it had been

them pever to have been born,

For they are vessols of wrath, doomed to
suffer the wrath of God, with the devil and his
apgels in eternity;

come,

Having denled the Holy Spirit after baviog
received it, Bnd havipg denied the Only Be-
gotten Son of the Father—having crucified
him unto themaslves, and put him 1o &n open
shame, |
These aire thoy . who shall go away Into the
lake of ﬂlr.\:nud rimstoge, with the devil and
an
dtanhdﬁE:u?inI’ ones om whom the seocnd

ths AVE ADY POWET;
Yea, verily, the only ones who shall not be
Tlécomad in tke :;! timg of the Lord, after
thoe sufferings of Wrathj
Forall the rest shall be brought forth by
the resurrection of the dead, through the
triumph and the glory of the Lamb, who was
slaln, who was o the of the Father be-
fore the worlds were made.

And this Is the gospel,the glad Udings
which the voiceout of the heaveus boce ra-
cord unto ua,

That be came into the world, even Jesus,
to be crucitied for the world, and to bear the
tins of the world, and to sanctify the world,
and 1o cleanse it from &l uarighteous=-

nese;
T him all m be saved whom
Lht?itlgm put Into hltf::mer and made
’W""l‘t?;'glnrlnel the Father, and savesall the
works of his hands, exoept those sons of per-
dition, whodeny Lhe Scnafter the bather has
reveiled him. ;
I do not intend to read from this
vislon the condition of the people
who will be redeemed In the differ-
ent degrees of glory; you can do that
for yourselvea, I merely refer to it
that the polnt may be made clear,
that thereare only a certain few
who will not be redeemed In the
due time of the Lord, through the
merits of the atonement wrought
out by Jesus Christ, The sons of
perdition are to go away Into this
everlasting punishment and abide
there. And as we are told in
another.part of the revelation, the
height and the depth, and extent of
their misery no man knoweth., It
is not revealed except to a few, and
then the viston I8 closed up, as the
things they behold are unlawful to
be uttered.
The. “sons of perditon” are
those who have recelved the Gospel,
thoee to whom the Father has re-
vealed the Sorj; those who know
some! hing ooncemlnE the  plan of
salvation; those who have had keys
placed in their hands by which they
could unlock the mysteries of eter-
nity; those who received power to
ascend to the highest pinnacleof the
celestial glory; those who received
power sufficient to overcome all
things, and who, instead of using
it for their own' ealvation, and In
the interest of the ealvation of
others, prostituted that power and
turned away from that which they
knew to be true, denying the Son of
God and patting Him to ano
shame. Allsuch live in the spirit
of error, and they love it and rollit
under the tongue as & sweet morsel;
they are governed by Satan, becom-
ing servants to him whom they list
to obey, they become the sons of
perdliion, doomed to suffer the
wrath of God reserved for the devil
and his angels. And for them,hav-
ing sinned against the Holy Ghost,
there 18 no forgiveneas elther in this
world or the world to come. Bat
all the reat Christ will save,through
the plan of humsn redemption pre-
pared in the beginning before the
world was.
Now the question may be asked,
how “can these things be? If no
msn can enter into the Kingdom of
God except he be born of the waler
and of the Bpirit, and only a few
are to receive this eternal condemn-
ation, how can the reat obtain this
great salvation, how can they es-
cape eternal punishmeni? The
Lord has provided a plan for them,
and it is very simple when properly
understood. I noticed in reading
the reports of recent discussions on
probation after death that it was ad-

£ | mitted by the Jearned men engaged

it it that they did not Anow any-

and ideas of even the most advanced
divines are but theories and specul-
lens, But here we have the revela-
tions of God ooncerning these
things, that we may not be in the
dark; eo that we can all come to-
gether and see Rﬁo eye and under-
stand alike, it Is true, and
truth osn be made plain to all that
desire its light. But when people
do not want to see the trath
can shut their eyes and exclude it
from thelr spiritual vision, as
ble sometimes shut out from their
eyes the light of the sun, from their
¢ rooms,” which,by the way,are
the rea-
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time of the Lord. I will reada few le of thin 3 of receiv-

re is a subject of =sal
hat is the reason?
I think we will ind when we shuflls
off this mortal coil, when we
of the trammels of the mortal Y,
and enter Into the spirit state, we
shall be if anything more intelll-
gent than when in the body.
shall not be bound by the same laws
that now bind our mortal flesh, and
we will be able to comprehend a
great many things which were very
hard for us to get s little inkling of
mortal tabernacle.
“Well,” somebody may say, ‘‘that
is very reasonable; but how does it
ooincide with the Christian religion,
with the doctrines laid down in the
Let us see. .Jesus
t, we read, was put to death
They took His

nh:ge:ll those
who kuow my power, and have o made
jariakers thercvof, and suffered themeelves,
through the power uthtle devil, fo l:‘over-
Ing to the doctrines of men, be-|fomed 2 deny the iruih And defy my

wer—
They are they who are Lhe sons of Erdltbn.
tter for

If not,why not?

x whom I have sald there s no
forgiveness in this world nor In the worid (o

while In the

Beriptures?”

by wicked men.
body down from the cross and lald
itin & new tomb hewn out of the
rock, But where was Jesus? That
was not Jesus in the tomb.
his mortal body that was laid away.
Where was Jesus? "People generally
suppose that He went to heaveu,
Stop a moment. After Jesus Christ
was raised from the dead a woman
whose name was Mary was wWeep-
ing at the sepulchre, when Jesus
before her.
forward apparently to embrace H
whereupon He eald to her:
me 5ol ; for I am not yet ascended to
my Father: butgo to my brethren
y unto, them, I sscend unto

and your Father;
my God and your Geod.”
Three days had elapsed between the
tlme when the body was taken
down from the cross—the time when
he said, *“Father, unto
commend my spirit,”” an
of His resurrection

my Father,

Where had He
been in the intervai? Peter tells us
in his first epietle, 34 chapter, from
the 18th to the 20th verses: “For
Christ also hath once suffered for
sins, the just for the unjust, that
He might bring us to God, belng
put to death in the flesh, but guick-
ened by the spirit: by which also
preached unto the
spirits in prison; which sometime
were disobedlent; when once Lhe
long suffering of God walted In the
s e gt w0

ter ©8
somowhu?g. p\?\"hm?
also he went and

“Which sometime were diobedient,
when once the long suflering of God
waited in the days of Noah, while
the ark was preparing.”” Now, that
makes the matter very clear toa
gon that wants to understand.
t you take a learned divine whoze
mind has become befogged by Llhe
traditions of men and he does not
want anything to do with that scrip-
tare, or if he does he will try to
explain it
clergy explain 1.7
rit of Jesus in Noah preached to
people before the flood. No
m pare that idea, with the text
It was not Noah who
But it was He

He went an

It appears that

“By which
ed unto the
What epirits?

They say the

have quoted.
was put to death.
that was put to death in the flesh
ened by the spirit that
went and preached to the spirits in
»

chapter of the first
of . Peter, and the 6th verse,
“For for this cause
was the Goepel preached also to
them that are dead,
might be judged accordin
in the flesh, and live according to
God in the Bpirit.”
that were

we read this:
that they

Here were :

od 0 who
were not men in the flesh. Who
were they? They were spirits in
prison, and they were In prison be-
cause of thelr disobedience in the
days of Noah. They had been there
ears, and Jesus went
to them. What did

. What did he preach to them
t be farther

That they
with their

condemned and taun
miserable fate? Oh no. He went
g:eu that He r
e Gospel, 80

nat'mﬂln to
, but live according to God In
This 18 what the an-
ted concerning
s the g::h:?!: =

the synagogue on
for to read. He

thing definite about it. The notions ||

the Bpirit,”
cient prophet predic

and stood v

minds ot the Latter.day
this subj -ct‘. #We have learned these
th

that scpom
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bore.” Then He could comse to the
earth and-eay: ““All power Is given
unto me both in the heavenaand on
the jearth,” He bad fulfll'ed His
misgior, and had received immortsl
keyd and honors and powers as a re-
ward of .the falfilment thereof. He
shall ccoupy the highest place
among all the sons of God, because
He the fretbern, and has
yeiformed the work of the
firstborn In the plan of human
redemption. Hs will be ex-
alted sbove eveéry ciesture, | ecanse
He was the mcst obedlent of every
icrealure. lle will be the greatest,
because He was the humblest. He,
will be (he richest, because He was
the best. He ja 1he einlesa Christ.
and thersfore He wears the eternai
crown.

There iz another question that
arlses here. Il men cen hear the
Goepel In the spirit world, can they
obey it fully in the spirit worlo?
Let pg look st that a little. Here .
are the Gosepel ordinsnces, Are or-
dinshe s of any efteci? Yes, they
are. *lixcept a man be born of wa-
ter and of the Bpirit, he canuot en-
ter into the IXIngdom of God." Just
the same as if an allen does mot
obey. the natural’zation lawe, be
cannol become a citizen of the Vnit-
ed Btates. God’s house is n house of
order. Ie has a way of His own,
and he thal will not accept that
way ' cannot obtain the blessing.
Then can those spirits who hear the
Gospel in the spirit werld obey the
(Gospel fully? Can they leve?
Yes,.: Can they repeni? \Why no'? -
It is the moul of msn, or the epirit
of man in the body, not the body,
that belleves. It ia the spirit of
man in the body that repents.
What is it that obeys the ordi-

nance~? Why, the spirit. But

these ordinances belong to this

sphere in which we live, they be.

long $o the earth, they beloug to the
flesh. Water I8 an earthly element.-

composed of two ?nel t belongs,
to thpgeom th. hat there 18 in tgo

spirit world, we know little about.
t here is the water in which re-
pentant bellevers must be baptized.
they be baptized in the spirlt
world? It appears not. What is to
be done, thert, , The Apostle Paul
acks this question In the fifteenth

chapter of the firat epistle of the
Corinthians: **Else what shall they
do which are bapt'zed for the dead,

if the dead rise not at ali? Why are

they then baptized for the dead?”

It seems that the. people to whom
that was written were familiar with
the ordinance called baptiam for the
dead, and they were baptized for
their dead. Paul was arguing vpon
the liferal resurrection of the bod

and says, What shiall they do if the

dead riee nol; why are they then
baptiged for the dead? Oar learned
divines may presume from that that
the dictrine is not lald down suffl-
clently clear to eadorse it; but to us
there 48 no doubt, concerning it, the
Lord having revéaled the principle
to the Prophet Joseph Bmith, "
aleo explained the manner in whioh
the ordinance should be adminls-
tered, like l:varythlug else He has
revealed, in'great plalnness, And
that i8 why we are building Tem-
ples, ' People who visit our city fre--

guently say, **What a fine meeting-

house you are bullding” No, that
is not & meeting-house; this Assem-
bly Hall and the adjacent Taberns.
cle ara meollng-houm. That /s a
Temple, a building in which we ex-
pect o perform ordinmnces for the
living ‘and the dead; wherein we
mq%p bapt zed for our desad, that
they may receive the benefit of that
ordinance, provided they belleve
and ugent and do the spiritual
part, while'we do the material part,
;.i“ they may receive the hleesing 8
f obedience to the Gospel, and live

according to God in tte spirit. RBome

will say, I cannot see why & thing
done by one person should stand for
anothier.” How do you understand
the dogtrine that Jesus Christ has
done something for all of us?  Wae
read that “without the shedding of
bleod there 18 no remi:slon of slns,”
Not.my blood or your blood js to he
shed for the remiseion of our sins;
but He who was without ein allowed
His blopd to be ehed asa sacrifice for

ourcins. Now the whole quezstion

hinges bh that. If you reject the

dootring of g‘o:y in baptism, you
®

must reject dootrine of proxy in

the atoppment.

Nowy e 18 no duhlotgniluutha
n on

iga trom'God,and we understand
oalike. Why? Becsuie we

truth ‘whieh comes from

God. And when it comes we are

'to receive it; we seek for ji;

wolkek for it; and Hoe snlightens ne

oy, His Bpirit, snd when the Good
Sh we kvow His

: speaks,
‘volce; apd it s that vcice thal has

made plain to us the doctrine that

we who have obeyed the Gospel In '

‘the flesh may be tized for our an-
gﬁtom in the aplz!;:p world,

If you'will look at'this in the spirit .
panies its unfoldment
gur hesrts will be filled with joy nt
mercy and gocdness of God, If-
there are men or women here who

bave not belleved this, and they
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