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that light to the same degree, but time of the Lord. I will read a fewlanguage they speak.1 When they
understand the principle and rule

e lever he had commanded them.
From their day to the time in which.i ! '

Leing capable of thinking; of receiv-
ing inspiration: of accepting or re-

jecting that which is presented; and
therefore is a subject of salvation.
If not,why not? What is the reason?
I think We will And. when we shuffle
off this mortal coil,1 when we get rid
of the trammels of the mortal body,and enter Into the. spirit state, we
shall be if anything more intelli-
gent than when in the body. We

bortl" Then He could come to the
earth and say: "All power Is givenunto me both in the heavens and on .

the iearth." He bad fulfll ed His
misslor, and had received immortal
keys! and honors and powers aa a re-
ward of the fulfilment thereof. He
shall cccHipy the highest place
among all the sons of God, because.
He is the flrstbern, and has
rei formed the wotk of the
firstborn In the plan of human
redemption. He .will be ex-
alted above evtry denture, tecauee
He w3 the meet obedient of every :

creature. He will be the greatest,
because He was the humblest. He .

will be the richest, because He was
the U st. He is the sinless Christ,
and therefore He wears the eternal
crown.
i There is another question that
arlres here. If men can hear the
Uospel in the spirit world, can they
obeyi it fully In the spirit work?
Let us look at that a little. Here u
are the Gospel ordinances. Are or
dinance s of any effect? Yes, they
are. Except a man be born of wa
ter ana or tne opint, ne cannot en-
ter into the Kingdom of God." Just
the' same as if an alien does not
obey! the ' naturalization law?, be
cannot become a citizen of the Unit-
ed States. 1 God's house is a house of
order. He has a way of His own,
and he that will not accept that
way cannot obtain the blessing.
Then can those si&lts who hear the
Gospel in the spirit world obey the
Gospel fully? Can they believe?;
Yes.? can they tepenir Why no.v -

It is the soul of nun. or the spirit
of man in the body, not the body.
that believes. It Is the spirit of
man in .the body tnat repents.
What is it that obeys the ordi
nance-- ? Why, the spirit. But
these; ordinances belong to this
sphere in which we live, they be- -

long to the earth, tney wiocg to the
flesh.'; Water la an earthly tlemenU
composed of two gases. It belongs,
tothiseaith. What there Is in the
spirit world, we know little about.
But here is the water in which re-

pentant believers must be bapL'zed.
Can they be .baptized in the spirit
world? It appears not. What is to
be done, then, . The Apostle Paul
asks this question In the fifteenth
chapter of the first epistle of the
Corinthians: "Else what shall they .

do which are baptized for the dead,
if the dead rise not at ali? Why are
they then baptized for the dead?"
It seefns that the, people (o Whom
that was written were familiar with
the ordinance called baptism for the
dead, and they were, bapt'zed for
their dead, ram was arguing upon
the literal resurrection of the body.
and says, What shall they do if the
dead rise not; wny are they then .

baptized for the dead? Oar learned '

divines may presume from that that
the doctrine la not laid down suffl--

ciently clear to endorse it; but to us j
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there 1s no doubt concerning It, the
Lord having revealed the principleto the' Prophet Joseph Smith. He
also explained the manner in which
the ordinance should be admlnls- -
tered. Jike everything else He has
revealed,' lnt great plainness. And
that is why we are building Tem
ples. People who visit our city fre--
quently sayj "What a fine meeting--,
house ycu are Duiiaing." no, that;
is not ft meeting-hous- e; this Assem
bly Hall and the adjacent Taberna- -

cle are meeting-house- s. That is a
Temple, a building in which we x-ti- ect

td perform ordinances for tha
living ?and the dead; wherein we j

may be bapt ZBd ror our dead, that
they may rcseive the benefit of that
ordinance, provided they believe
and repent and do the spiritual
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JUvfng been called upQn thla
to epeak to this congregft-tror- a,

I earnestly desire Vliat 1. may
LarjHO influenceU' by-th- e spirit of
truth that I may be able to bring
forfh fcucb things aa will be profl ta-

ble or uh to reflect upon. I feel that
we fire greatly blessed In being priv-
ileged t j meet In i thia boose, dedi-
cated to the worship and service of
oiir Heavenly Father, where we can
attend to those things which are re-

quired of us, In peace and In unity of
pirt, and receive Instructions as

thehloly Spirit may prompt.
We meet in the name of the Lord.

AMjthat we do should be done in the
name of Jesus Christ, for so we have
bwfcfi commanded. The Church to
whttth we Lelong U the Ctturch of
Jeflps Chridt. It la composed of peo-
ple failed Latter-da- y Saints, but It la
Christ's Church. He has set 4t up,
ile baa organized it, and all the
principles and doctrines which have
iee4 made known to us have been re-

vealed through Him. It is His work
and pie will watch over it and di-

rect! it and consummate it,
And He has commanded us that
we 4hall do ail things In connection
witH our faith in ; Hla holy name,
andln that way only will it be ac-

ceptable to our Heavenly, Father;
for all the blessing? that come from
our Father. to us iHis children, will

f come to us through Jeans Christ.
Hlai is the onl name given under
heaven whereby man can be saved.
TheiUoapel of Jesus Christ must be
pre Iched to every creature. For it
'woiild not be just for our Heavenly
Fattier to condemn any! of his crea-
tures who did not t elleve in Jesus
cnrJdr, wunout giving tnem an op-
portunity of understanding who He
is ajud what His command ments
are. I All people,;: then, must bear
the fioflpel and have an opportunityof receiving it. or rejecting it. Jesus
uurut M-n-c oui ills Apostles, after
His fesurrvctton, to preach the Gos
pel od an me won a in mat aay and
generation, and they went forward
and fulfilled the commandment
whlijh he gave to ;them. glnoe that
time a great many false doctrines
have! been introduced into the
world, alid a great many churches
have been established, according to
the potions and ideas of men not
authV)rlz9d by then Lord! Jesns, not
accepted of Him, hot recognised by
Him in any way. They are the
cnurcnes or men, ana ine doctrines
preached therein, In a great many
respect, are the doctrines and com
manilments of men.- - They are not
of Gkl. They are not recognized by
Him;. They are: not acceptable
to Him. And so-- with many
ordinances which have been
introduced elnce that day. Borne
men have Introduced them in the
name of Jesus Chrfat, but they
wer not auorlzed by the Lord to
do b, and therefore He will not ac-
cept them, and they are of no bene-
fit tb the chilJren of men so far as
thelj salvation is concerned. But
In the dy and age In which we live
the $ jord Jesus has manifested Him-
self fagarn, and has the
Church which He set up in ancient
days, in the time form and shape,
With) the same officers, with the
same ordinances, with the same
commandments, and with the same
spirit, power, gifts and blessings.
And in tills Church, if we live un-
der the inspiration of the spirit and
attend to the duties and obey the
commandments which He reveals,
in the way Ha has pointei out, we
wilt he accepted of Him, and that
which His servants perform on the
earth in His name in the way .He
It a? appointed, will be the same as
though it was ! 9 performed by

' Himself in perfoo, and will be ac-

cepted of the Fattier, Just the same
a th nigh irformed Ly the Lord
JeeiitChrle', and what they seal on
the earth wdi be sealed in the
heaientt, aud what they loose on
tbef earth will te loosed in the'
heaYens, according to HIa wcrd.
We have thla great blessing and
privilege, then, in belonging to this
Church, that we become the
people of the Lord ; Jesus, the
Haunts of the Lord, members of
the Church of Christ, not members
of any church made by a man, or a
set of men, but the true church of
tbeiilvlng Uod, established by Him-
self; through the Lwi Jesus Christ.
And if we effer up our facramentsIt! 4 t WW

iwnjrrj iitui m iuj wy Joe caa
. rt; .i il t i

. puiuieu, mey win toe accepted by
Him, and we will receive the bene
fits mat result rrom properly attend
lug. to these

. things.All a. A!rv vum prewui. nme mere are a
great many diSerent sects profaesingto be the churches of Christ. A
great variety of doctrines are taughttherein. Generally speaking these
doctrines are supposed to be taken
from the book called the Bible.
Ministers usually read a portion of
scripture either from the Old Testa
ment or r.om the New i Testament.
an J preach discourses therefrom.
Bat although: these difierent re 11

gioss and these UlQerent dissonrees
are-- ; sapp eed t? be taken from tbe
one book, yet they are very con
flicting. Tn notions and ideas of
one sect In regard to the things con
talned in the bjok, difier from those
that are enterUtned by another
sect, also professing to be the church
of Christ. And even, in each of
these' various sects the people do not
all believe alike. They do not un-
derstand alike the doctrines that
pertain to their particular sect.
For instance, the people In what
called the Methodist church do not
allibelieve alike. The people of the
Baptist . church do not ail ueiieve
alike. There is not only a differ
ence existing between the Baptistana the Methodist, bnt the Method- -

vi uiuer among tnemsexves, ana
BsptisU d'.fler among themselves:
and so with the rest of all the differ
nt see's in Christendom. ' Therea- -'

son of this la because they have no
reai ana aennite standard. Theye the Bible or rather profess to
t"ke the Bible as theirstandard; bat
"jejr lieu concerning the Scriptures?F6 They do not all understand

1 they all under-3SS..B,b- ,e

there would be
SkSL2l,?lu, but their ideas,dJfler
tM,T!? to the meaning oi theconUin.i

to a greatSSIR"01"!'" in the Chri-s-

implicitJy as
Others dispute tIUri.

should be regarded in the came
light as secular history. And so
the notions and ideas concerning the
Bible are very varied. Outside of the
Bible they have no standard.: We
may. perhaps except the church call
ed i the Koman: catnoiio Church.
That church has a standard in the
person cf the supreme head of the
church the Pope, the traditions,
and the decisions of the councils of
the church. But neither the Ro
man Catholic Church, nor the Epls
copal Church, which has come oat
from it, nor any of the sects which
have come out from the Episcopal
Church, have any inspired standard
among them save .and except-th-

e

things that were written of old'con
talned In the Bible, which they do
not comprehend alike. In the
Church of Jesus Christ of Litter-da-y

Bain ts we have something be-
sides the written word. We have
the living oracles of God, men that
have been called and ordained and
set apart to minister in Christ's
stead, men in whom the Lord has
placed His spirit, and not only His
spirit, but His authority that they
may act in His name; and they
have access unto Him. It is their
privilege not only to expound the
things that were written of old
which have been preserved and
placed on record, and which are con-
tained in the books of the Bible, but
also to receive Intelligence from the
same source from which these
things that are inspired that are in
the Book were given. The . same
fountain from which the Prophetsof old partook is open to us, and
the servants of Uod in the
Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day- ! Saints can learn the
mind and will of Uod respecting
us as it exists in His own bosom,
because the fountain of revelation
la not dried up. Access is open
unto our Heavenly Father as it was
In times of old; and If Peter could
learn the word of the Lord and teach
it to the former-da- y Church, so the
servants of God holding a similar
position to-da- y can call upon the
Lord and receive His word and de-Cla- re

it to the latter-da- y Church. If
the Prophets of Uod of old wrote
and spoke as they were moved npon
by the Holy' Ghost, there are Pro-
phets of Uod living upon the earth
to-d- ay who can speak and write as
they are ; moved upon by the same
power. And the word of Uod that
comes down from heaven in our day
is Just as authoritative as the word
of God that came In times of old and
that Is written In the old books, and
it is of much more Importance to the
people called Latter-da- y Saints, be
cause it comes direct to them from
our living head. It does not come
in any ambiguous phraseology; It
does not come in a shape that would
leave it open to controversy: but it
comes to us clear, plain and straight
forward, so that all may understand.
We have the benent or me living
orae.'ee; not only the words of the
oracles that are dead, but the words
of those that are living.

And we find when we come to in
vestigate the things that God makes
manifest in our own day through
the living oracles, that in spirit and
in doctrine they correspond with the
things that God revealed m aays oi
olJ. We, then, have "a more sure
word of prophecy" than the things
that were written aforetime. The
Apostle Peter spoke of this in his
day. He said that holy men of God
wrote and spoke as they were moved
upon by the Holy Ghost, and that
no prophecy of the Scripture is of
any private Interpretation. He said,
further, "We have also a more sure
word of prophecy; whereon to ye do
well that ye take heed, m unto a
light that shinetn in a aarx place,
until the day dawn, and the day
star arise in your hearts." , They
had. the living oracles.! The
people who lived in Peter's
day had not only the
words of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Kzeklel
and the other prophets, and the
Book of the Laws: as written by
Moss, the inspired prophet of Uod,
who looked upon uod and talked
with Him face to face thtyno
only had these things written in the
ancient records, but uiey naa living
oracles, men in tneir mtost who
were autnoriaea to speax in tne
name or tne ijoru anuueciareto
the neorle the living word of Uod
for their present benefit. And as It
was with tne peopje in mat cay, so
t la in this Church that Jesus Christ

onr Savior has on the
earth.' We have the living oracles,
those who are called and ordained
t j stand between us and the Lord.
And in addition to all thia we have
the crtat 'privilege of the Holy
Uhoet universally diffused through
out the body of the Church for the
benefit of every member thereof;
for every man and for every woman,
for everv individual who has been
bantiied into it and has received its
ordinances, i Every . person in the
Church may receive of this spirit
which is the light of Uod, which is
the spirit of inspiration, -- whichrr Ko IhlnM r.f ClntSUCnlf AWf&w v. .uv mi v. www,
and makes plain to all who have it
the things that Uod reveals through
the living oracles, lr a servant
of Uod speaks or writes unoer
the insbiration of the Holy Ghost,
the same spirit by which He writes

Lor
r tneaks. ts In. . the. members. of the
church, and it is tneir privilege u
see aa He Bees,to comprenena as txm
comprehends, tnat we may an see
(Ur. mv,m nnil.nl.nll th.
things of Uod alike. . I

Borne people have an idea that It
Is Impossible to bring a great num-
ber or individuals to understand re
ligion exactly alike. People some-
times i olnt to the difference that
there is in human character. It is
true that our characters vary, as do
oar countenances. . The faces that
are before me to-da- y are all different,
aitnougn we are an oi me same
race. We are all difierent in our
appearance.! Even brothers and sis
ters of thai same family differ hi
their appearance in some respects.
Bo it is with ail tnmgs tnat uod has
matte. It is not only so in regard to
the human family, but it is so with
the brute creation. No two blades
of grass are exactly alike. No two
leaves upon the trees in the forest
are exactly alike. No two worlds
that Uod Almighty naa made that
slitter in the firmament on high at
niffht are exactly alike. There are
some oecnliarities about : each
of them, distinct and
different from others. ! This
! .ii tnm. f But is It lmpseslble to
bring peopl who are thus organis
ed, people OI Uliioreui uinkwh
and difierent mind, to see and com-

prehend exactly alike? No. there la
no difficulty about II when the
thinz la CTopcny understood. Ttla
any of what are called the exact
sdenees. and people can be brought
to understand them Jost exactly In
the mum wyv Take amm m
arithmetic, for Itstance. When a
dozen people understand the rules
in the same war tfctT WlH WCIX Out

the sum in the tame way20Cit

verses: '

Thus sattb th Lord, oonoernlos all those
who know m power, and have been made
rertakar thereof, and suffered thanuelvts,
through the powr of the devil, in be over-
come, and to deny the truth and defy my
power

The are the who ars the socs of rrdltlon
of whom I say that it had been better for
them never to have been bora,

Fnrthn ar. veaaela cf wrath, doomed to
suffer the wrath of God, with the d vll and his
aDgsttlneteraltj; j -

(tauymin whom I have said tbers is 110

fcrfireneM In thia world nor In ths world to
coins, ,

Havlnar denied the Holy Spirit after havlo
received it, and bavlofr deniea tne umy tse-rott- en

Son of the Father havlns crucified
him unto themselves, and put him to an open
Shame, - ;

These are they, who shall 6 away Into the
lake of flra and brimstone, with the devil and
his angels.

And the only ones on whom the leoond
death shall have any power;

Yea, verily, the only ones who shall not be
redeemed in the due time of the Lord, after
the suffertofa of his wrath;

For ail the rest shall be brought forth by
the resurrection of the dead, through the
triumph and the clory ofthe Lamb, who was
lain, who was in the bosom of the Father be

fore in worlds were maue.
And thi Is the roe pel, the glad tldlus

whk)h the voice cut of the heaveus bore re-

cord uuto uj,
-

That be oame into the world, even Jesus,
to be crucified for the world, and to bear the
tins of toe world, and to sanctify the world,
and to cleause it from SU unrighteous
new; . J

That through him all might be saved whom
the Father had put Into his power and made
by him, '.Who itlcrlfies the Father, and saves all the
works cf his hands, ezoupt those sons of per-dltto-D,

who deny the Sen after the lather has
revealed him. ; .

I do not intend to read from this
vision the condition of the people
who will be redeemed in the differ-
ent degrees of glory; you can do that
for yourselves. I merely refer to it
that the point may be made clear,
that there are pnly a certain few
who will not be redeemed in the
due time of the Iord, through the
merit j or the atonement wrought
out by Jesus Christ. The sons of

perdition are to go away into inis
everlasting punishment and abide
there. And as we are told in
another pur t of the revelation, the
height and the depth, and extent of
their misery no man snoweth. It
is not revealed except to a few, and
then the vision is closed up, as the
things they, behold are unlawful to
be uttered.

The. "sons of perdition" are
those who have received the Gospel,
those to whom the Father has re-
vealed the ISor; those who know
something concerning the' plan of
salvation; those who nave had keys
placed in their hands by which they
could unlock the mysteries of eter-
nity; those who received power to
ascend to the highest pinnacle or the
celestial glory; those who received
power sufficient to overcome all
things, and who, instead of using
it for their own ; salvation, and In
the interest of the salvation of
others, prostituted that power and
turned away from that which they
knew to be true, denying the Son of
God and putting Him to an open
shame. All such live iin the spirit
of error, and they love; it ana roil it
under the tongue as a sweet morsei;
they are governed by Satan, becom-
ing servants to him whom they list
to obey, they become! the sons of
perdition, doomed to! suffer . the
wrath of God reserved for the devil
and his angels. And for them, hav
ing sinned against tne tioiy unosr,
there is no forgiveness either in this
world or the world to come. Bat
all the rest Christ will eave,through
the plan of human redemption pre-
pared in the beginning before the
world was. J

Now the question may be asked,
how "can these things be? If no
man can enter into the Kingdom of
God except he be born of the water
and of the Spirit, and only a few
are to receive this eternal condemn
ation, how can the rest obtain this
great salvation, how can they es
cape eternal punisnment7 'ine
Lord has provided a plan for them,
and it is very simple when properly
understood. 1 noticed in readingthe reports of recent discussions on
probation after death that it was ad-

mitted by the learned men engaged
it it that they did not know any
thing definite about it. The notions
and ideas or even the most advanced
divines are but theories and specul--
lens. .But here we have the revela
tions of God concerning these
things, that we may not be , in the
dark; so that we can! all come to-

gether and see eye to eye and under-
stand alike. For it Is true, and
truth can be made plain to all that
desire its light. But when people
do not want to see the truth, they
can shut their eyes and exclude it
from their spiritual vision, as pe-c-

ble sometimes shut out from their
eyes the light of the sun, from their
''best rooms," which,by the way, are
their worst rooms, for the very rea
son that the blessed sunlight does not
enter there so (people can close the
windows or the soul and shut out
the rays of the sun of righteousness;
but he Who desires' to behold the
truth may see it and comprehend it.
As we now see each other by the
light of the sun, so people of difier
ent minds and difierent races may
turn their eyes towards the truth,
and by the light of the Holy Ghost,
they will see it exactly alike. They
will no longer be divided on princi-
ples of doctrine. :.)('am now can salvation come to
those who never heard the name of
Jesus Christ, who never heard the
Gospel while living; who never bad
the opportunity or neing Dora or tne
water and the Spirit, or being bap
tized by one with authority, for the
remission of their sins, and having
hands laid upon their heads for the
reception of the Holy Ghost how
can they hear, how can they under
stand, now can tney ODeyz Peoplehave fallen into the - common mis
take that it is impossible to learn
the will of God when they leave
this world. I do not know where
the Idea, sprung from. I think 11

came from some of the monkish
cells of the old Romish Church, de-
scending down through, the various
sects that have come out from that
Church. Why should not a nerson
when out of the body be able to un
derstand as when In the body? If we
bsheved like some of the ; people of
inaia, tnat wnen tne spirit leavf
the body it goes back to Brahma, or
emerges into the generally did used
spirit of the universe,then we mliht. . .J. .L.. 11 Poonciuue tuai uiey wooia not Under
stand anything when they leave
the body. If the spirit becomes a
nonentity when it is disembodied
we might have reason for entertain-
ing such a notion. Bat we , under-
stand that the spirit Is the real man,
and that the body is Jbat the oat--
side covering; that when the change
we call death comes. the body re
turns to the earth &s It w&3, bat the
spirit retains to God who gave it.
That the spirit Is the actual person.
that which thinks and reaeona, tha
body being but the medium convey-i-n

e Impressions to the real man on
eratizJ3 insl--s of It. That when the
rpirit is iiDtrtaa, ajucri ret rub-js- ct

tot!: r;3hTn rs trhca la

we live, thousands and i millions of
people have passed away without
receiving or obeying the Gospel
of the Son cf Uod. ACvOrd-in- g

to the doctrines of meo, be-
cause they did not hear It, they will
be condemned forever. The heathen
nations for ages past have .not even
heard the doctrines of men profess-
ing to be Christian. They worship
idols; they worship J beasts; they
worship the heavenly bodies, eta.
Many millions of them are outelie
the pale of Christendom. What is
to become of them? " Vet ily, verily.f ray unto you, except ye are born
of water and of the Spirit, ye can- -
tif mt. I ho Iftnirflnm Af 14 AAtf.n "
So says the Savior; and there is no
other name given under heaven
whereby man can be saved than the
name of Christ Jesus; and yet there
are millions and millions of people
who have parsed away from the
earth never having heard the name
of Jesus Christ. A! great many
millions mere have died without

knowledge of the true Uospel.
And what is to become of them ali?
According to the doctrines of mod
ern Christendom, they are ali de-

stroyed, they are all damned. That
Is a horrible thing to think of.

There is considerable controversy
going on in the Christian world to
day, not only In reference to the
plenary inspiration of the Biblr, but
in regard to probation i There is a
discussion in progress now hi re-

gard to what is called "probation af
ter death." The question is wheth
er there is a probation after people
leave this world, or it is confined to
the sphere m which we now move;
Some cf the ministers are beginningto think that there must be a chance
for souls after they leave the earth
to leani the way of life and ealva- -

Uon, but the great majority of mod-
ern divltte8,iepre8entlug popular e

opinions, believe that this is
the only state of probation; that
when death overtakes a man, that
is the end of his opportunities for
salvation. According to that rule
all those millions of people who
have died without hearing the name
or Jesus Christ have gone to hell.

There are difierent ideas about
hell now-a-day- s. A few years ago
there was only the one idea, which
was that hell Is a 1 great, bottomless
pit full of flaming fire and brim-
stone, into which the kWicked are
cast never to returnl whilst the
devils are continually stirring up
the flames for the everlasting tor-
ment of the doomed. And th's
scene used to be described by popu
lar divines in the most hideous and
shocking manner. People have re
cently modined meir ideas concern-in-e

future punishment, and the
change is greatly due to the teach
ings of the JUders of this Church,
and the doctrines which have been
set fortrcand published as revealed
throueh the Prophet Joseph Smith.
The controversy that is now being
conducted by leading theological
minds upon the subject of proba
tion, has been brought about
through the effects upon the public
mind of the preaching or the Elders
of the doctrine revealed In the
very beginning of the Church. Yon
will nna in tne doctrine ana (Cove
nants that Uod revealed to Joseph
Smith as esrly as March 1830, that
"eternal punishment is Uod's pun-
ishment." Because Uod is an eter-
nal being. His laws are eternal, and
mere are penalties attached to ali of
them. But It does not follow that
because a person may be banished
Into the eternal punishment it is
intended that . he shall stay there
eternally. He may go Into eternal
punishment, he may go to the place
prepared ror me reoeuious and the
pinner and stay there but for a cer-
tain period. Some may stay losger
than others. In the language of the
Scripture, some are beaten with
many stripes, and others are beaten
with but few stripe: but all stay
until they have paid the uttermost
farthing," all are punished ac. or ling
to the gravity of their guilt. It will be
"more tolerable'' in the day of Judg
ment for people who did not hear
the: word ' of God in the flesh, and
who were wicked, than for the wick
ed who did hear the word of Uod and
rejected it. Bat the time will come
when all men will be Judged, and
the Apostle Paul says they will be
Judged by the Gospel; all will ap
pear before tne judgment seat to, be
adsed according to their work', re

ceiving according to their merits or
demeri s, gauged by their lisht end
their opportunities.

Now the Lord, made this very
plain in the revelation he gave to
Joseph Smith. The term eternal
damnation God said had been
used to work upon the hearts of the
children of men altogether for His
glory. That Is, In the low condition
of humanity in which moat peopleare placed there must be a threat of
Dunlhment and a promise of reward
to influence people to do that which
Is right. They ought toi do what is
right simply because it is right; to
love truth for its own; sake.: Bat
humanity is in a low, degraJtd con
dition, and a promise of, reward has
to be neid out to indues peoDle to do
right, and threats of punishment to
restrain them from doing wrong.
That la not the higher plane on
which men are yet to stand. If
people are trained aright they will
love that which is true and dislike
that which is untrue; they will love
tnat wnicn is virtuous, pure and
Godlike, and dislike everything con
trary mereio. iney win do good,
but not for reward; they will turn
from but not from fearevil, of pun--a . . a. SW1 . . a . . -
isnmens. xumj win jove uuiu and
work righteousness for their own
sake. But in the degraded condition
or humanity mis eternal punishment that hasbeen preached has been
allowed to go forth to work upon the
hearts or tne cnuaren or men alto-
gether for the glory of Uod, mat evil
might oe curbed, tnat trans cress ioa
and sin might be restrained, that
peopw mignt do cneoxea from go-
ing headlong to destruction through
iesc w lugvtfUKqutung.' On the 16th of February,' 1832, the
Lord made this matter plainer. He
gave to Joseph Smith and Sidney
wguua wua w ui mgei gJOnOUS VIS
ions mat unman beings ever gazed
upon. It is the most complete and
delightful that L have ever read.
Tnere is notnmg m the book called
the Bible that can compare with it.It la full of light; tt is full of truth:It Is full of gtorj; it is full of beauty...TS- a. 4U. S.-- A m

wm.ji ui luutre or ait tnt inhabitants or the earth, dividingthem Into three grand classes or di.visM celestial, terrestrial, and
telestlaj, cr as ccsnxred ta tha iw

) cf its sua, tha gbry cf the moon jthS
7i snows whowu m nuovmeo, ana - what ri

aampuon va.wj will enjoy; and da--
m. iT7JT .r011 inhabitantsk iu csaxin win occupy when theyester fcxto their future ttais. intXt CSSTlsat T9 m tsU ttst

ins ugnt is tne same, Just ear the
i gntoi me sun id me same to all.
Some people can see a great deal
farther than Others with their nat
ural eyes. Their eyesight is better,out me light by which both see is
the same, So it is with regard to
the gift of the Holy Ghost. AU
petp!e do not receive It in the same
degree, because they are not all gift- -
eu witn me same capacity, and all
have not the same desire: bat the
difference is not in the spirit, it is in
ine inaiviauai. . Home people - are
very earnest after the things of Uod.
and he who seeks finds, and the
more he seeks In the right direction
the more he finds. He that is dila-
tory in searching after the thimrs of
uou. obtains nut little: be that la
diligent obtains much. All may re
ceive it, nut tney must obtain it In
the way that Uod has appointed, all
receiving their measure according to
meir auigence ana desire: but the
spirit is the same. And this spirithas operated upon our hearts in such
a way as to make us a people of di
verse feelings and opinions of one
heart and one mind in regard to this
matter. And wherever this Gospelhas teen preached and people have
received it, they have been broughtto a "unity of the faith." They no
longer have many faiths and many
baptisms, but one. faith, one bap- -'

tism and one God, having com
menced to walk in the same straight
and narrow way that leads to life
and which is the only way of Salva-
tion. And ail people who deejre to
enjoy the fulness of His glory must
warn tnat Btraignt and narrow way;
"for wide is the road, and broad is
the gate that leads unto death, and
many there be," we are told, "that
go in thereat." There Is only one
way of life, only one plan of salva-
tion, because there is but one God
to serve. If there were manyjGoda
to worship, there! might be inanv
difierent ways to salvation; but as to
us there is only one God, there can
bebut one Gospel,' one Chnrch one
gate leading to the celestial city,I have shown that it is possible
for a great many people of difierent
ideas and notions to be brought to
understand things alike. And if
this can be done in regard to one or
four things (I have named four) or

it can be done in aJrinciples, number of principles.
And we are told In the Scriptures
that the time is to come when all
shall see eye to eye; because all
shall know God from the least unto
the greatest. There is, too, a time
to come when the Holy Spirit will be
poured cut upon all flesh, "when
the ) sons and the daughters will
prophecy ,the old men dream dreams,
and the young men see visions,"
etc; and when the earth and all
that live upon it shall be redeemed
and sanctified; the earth will then
be as it was when it rolled out of the
hands of the Creator, and the peo
ple will understand God and His
ways; they will understand them
alike. There will not be a thousand
difierent religions; bat there will be
one only, one Ged the Father of all,
ana one noiy npiris Darning in the
hearts of His children.

At the present time there la a
diversity of opinions and notions and
ideas concerning uod and Jttls ways;
but I have stated that this one way
n which tne saints nave begun to

walk, is the only true way: --That
may. sound very exclusive; it may
seen! also to some a little inoonsis-sen- t.

That is because they may
not understand the matter in all its
bearings. I say, there can be but
one true religion, simpiy necause
there is only one true God. True
religion is that religion which comes
from Uod; and that religion which
is man-mad- e cannot be the religion
of Uod; it is therefore not binding;
nothing religious is mnaing upon
mankind but that which Is revealed
from God. That which comes from
God through His servants and is
declared to the people, is binding;
he that receives It will be saved.
and he that rejects it will ba con-
demned. This must be so because
It comes by authority, from Deity
himself. It is His word; It is His
will; and he who rejects it, rejeots
it against his own salvation; and
none can be saved who do not obey.

Some may ask, "Do you mean to
say that all the people that have
Ived upon tne earui since me ueys

when Jesus and the Apostles
preached, who did not hear and
who did not obey the Gospel, are all

lost forever?" I a
No. We merely hold to the propo
sition that there is bat the one true
way. I will refer you to the lan-

guage of the Savior himself upon
this pome spoxen to !coaemus, one
of the rulers of the Jews, who
sought an Interview with Jesus by
night: " verity, veruy, i say unto
thee, Except a man be born of wa--
er and or tne spirit, no cannot en

ter i into the Kingdom of Uod."
There is a very plain declaration,
and a very conclusive one. There
are1 millions of people who have
lived upon the earth who have not
been "born of water and of the
Spirit." Take, for instance, the mil-
lions of Jews alone who lived before
the Introduction of the Gospel by
Christ, and after it was preached to
their ancestors, jp or, let me ten you,
the Gospel was preached before
Christ preached It. When Jesus
came, he did not introduce anything
new; he came to restore something
that had been lost. The Gospel was
known bv our nrst parents wnen
thv m out of the Garden of
Rden. It was known to Abraham
It was preached to Israel before the
taw was aaaea. is bwivou ujr

th. Hnhraws. "All our ratners
were under the cloud, and they all
nued through the sea: ana tney
wnr hantized unto Moses in the
cloud and in the sea, ana aia par
take ef the spiritual rocx mat ioi
lnmrf tham. which rock was
Christ," They ; were baptized tne
same as we have been, but they did

t mt the faltn or ine uospei
fully in their hearts; they did not
nmflt hv tna WilIU nreacueu. iuo- -

nr.. n id added the law a a school
master, to bring them to the right
way. xie auueu tne w ut wiw
mmmand ments because they would
not receive the folnesi of the greater
law in faith. When Jesus came,
He restored the Unipei; wit mere
had been millions, and millions of
nermla amons the Jewish nation
tlon. from the days of --Moses . to
thnm nf Jesus, who bad not been
(hnm nf water and of the Spirit.
Thv tanned nations ouiskle the
Jawfeb. nation the heathen, ana
none of them zcr nuuareae or years
had obeyed the Gospel; had received
Rrdinancea by which they could be
bom cf water tad of the SziAU 6
in regard to the people from the
lava since the ancient Apostles
were pat to death, who bad author-
ity from God, who wars sent forth
to minister hi His name, to preach
the Gospel to all people, and bxpt'zs
thtra in thi name cf ths I'Rth-- r
cf tha C-- n. tr.3 cf tea Hcly L'zzt:

ta t:-- Vxtzx aa tL!ri Tr-- 'i-

that govern the workinzs of the
sum they all work it out in the same
way, and what a dozen or a hun
dred , can do a million can do. It
makes no diuerence about the nnm
ber. If all understand the principle
alike they will work It out alike, and
tne result win pe exactly the same.
Why cannot this be done in those
things called religious? It 1s true
that religious principles are not
governed altogether ! by the same
rules and laws as those which gov
ern secular things. But yet if peo-
ple are in possession! of the same
spirit, and the truth is made clear
before their understanding, they
can; all be brought to see exact-
ly alike, and we have proven
this in our own experience.For Instance, when the Gospel of
Jesua Christ came to: us, it found
us when we were scattered abroad
In different nations. We have peo-
ple here from England, Scotland,
Wales. Ireland, and from different
parts of the European continent;
rrom Sweden, .Norway, Uermany,
Italy and from the various cantons
ef Switzerland; a great many from
the various States of America, from
the Islands of the sea, from the East
Indies, from Africapeople from
all quarters of the giolw. Now,
when the Gospel came to us, It
found us In a scattered condition. We
lived in difierent countries,, we
spoke different language; we had
different Ideas in regard to Uod and
His ways. But we were taughtthat!we must believe in the true
and the living Uod; that we had all
sprung from Him! that He
was our Father, .and that
we were made in His ima .e;
that the idea prevalent in the world
that the Deity is a being without
body; parts or passions, an incom-
prehensible nonentity, was alto-

gether wrong. We were told that
we had sprung from God, and being
His offspring we were like Him, and
that, therefore, In some respects He
is like us ; that He is! a personage,
and ' as every seed begets
Us own kind, and we are
the offspring of j God, we
could form some conception of
what He is like, and we put away
our old ideas. We came to a unity
of the faith concerning God, that
He is an individual; that although
He is a spirit, yet He dwells ba a
tangible tabernacle. Man is a spirit
as well as uod, because we have
sprung from Him. The spiritual
paat Of our being is the offspring of
God, which spiritual part dwells in
in oar natural part that has come
from the dust. In this way we
could form some idea concerning the
Deity, and we an rormea the same
idea; we all came to the unity of the
faith in this respect, we were also
taught that it was needful for us to
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ,
and When we had full: faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ to obey His com
mandments, tnat we were to repent
ot, our sins. Now there were differ-
ent Ideas in the world as to what
constituted repentance; but we were
taught that in order to; repent ac
ceptably before God we must come
to the determination in our minds
to leave off sinning, to cease doing
that which is wrong, and to get to
understand and do what Is right.
Then we were taught that in order
to receive remission of sins we must
be baptized. Now there were difier
ent notions In regard to baptism in
the world. Some pdopie believ
ed that the marking of the
sign of the cross with a little
water on ine forehead joy a priest
was baptism. Others believed that
sprinkling water upon the face was
baptism. Jleers tnac it was need-
ful to immerse the whole body in
water! to constitute baptism, and
still others that a person ought to be
immersed three times. Bat we
were taught that baptism was at
once a burial and a birth; that in
order to be properly baptised the per-
son who administers the ordinance
should have authority from Uod, be-
cause j he uses the name, of the
Father, Bon and Holy Ghost, and he
has nO right to use the names of the
holy trinity without being expressly
authorized or uoa to uo so. we
learned that In the first place, then,
an individual who administers the
ordinances must have authority to
administer, and he must: administer
in the way tnat tne Lora naa ap
pointed not the way I that man
may tnmx is rignc, due me way
the Lord has ordained; or else it
would not be . acceptable to Uod.
And we were taught that the Indi-
vidual to be baptized must believe
and repent, for without faith and re
pentance baptism would be of no
avail. So the individual who was
baptised must be a repentent be-

liever, and the Individual who ad
ministered the ordinance must
be an ordained " servant : of
Uod bavlng ' legitimate , au-
thority from on hlghnot i that
which he had taken upon, himself.
net1 that which he may; have felt
called upon to do in his own heart;
but he mast be a oona jtae repre
sentative of Deity, a man caned and
ordained and set apart by authority
from Uod to administer in His name,
oOt would not be valid, j And then
the individual who baptises must go
down into the water wltn the per'son to be baptised the candidate
must be buried in the water in the
likeness of Christ's death and buri
al, and then pe raised out of the
water: in the likeness of His resur
rection, and the object of thia was
tor tne remission of sins.

This was very difierent from the
doctrines which' prevailed In the
world. Bat when this was taughtto us In plainness, and we ware bap-
tised in thla way, we received a tea.
tlmony In our hearts that we were
made clean, that onr sins were re-
mitted, that they had been washed
waynot by the water,but throughour obedience to the ordlnanm

which; God had established and the
Diooaior jssus (jnrist, which was
shed for the remission of .our alna
We had the conviction sealed uponour hearts that we had received this
blessing. As the result thereof we
were thus brought to the unity ofthe faith. Then when the servants
of God laid their hands lirjon Hsm. sw
cording to the pattern ravaaled t
heaven, and conferred upon us the
Holy Ghost, the Comforter, we re-
ceived the same spirit from on high,the same Holy Ghost. The peoplewho received this ordmajicemBcan-dlnavi- a

had the same snirift
down upon them as the people who
received it In England or in Soot-lan- d,

and the people on thla Western
Hemisphere oa which we live have
received the same snhit. as th twa.
pli received on the Eastern HeS
pnere in every cart of the
wherever this ordinance was admin-
istered the earn spirit reefed downon the people and bore the same
testimony to them. Now, althoughmere are a variety or opera tlcas c
this rpixit, yet the trlrU ia the est
and the tiht that It Is the
css, re5p2a Ca nst all irzzlvt

part, whilewe do the material part,
that they niay receive the bleeainc. a
of obedience to the' Gospel, and .live

shall not be bound by the same laws
that now bind our mortal nesb, and
we will be able to comprehend a
great many things which were very
hard for us to get a little inkling of
while in the mortal tabernacle.
"Weil," somebody may say, "that
is very reasonable; but how does it
coincide with the Christian religion,
with the doctrines laid down in the
Scripture?" . Let us see. Jesus
Christ, we read, was put to death
by wicked men. They took His
body down from the cross and laid
It in a new tomb hewn out of the
rock. But where was Jesus? That
was not Jesus in the tomb, it was
his mortal body that was laid away.
Where was Jesus? '.People generally
suppose that He- went to heaveu.
Stop a moment. After Jesus Christ
Was raised from the dead a woman
whose name was Mary was weep-
ing at the sepulchre, when Jesus
appeared before her. Mary stepped
forward apparently to embrace Him,
whereupon He taid to ner: xoucn
me not ; for I am not yet ascended to
my Jfather: ,uuto to my nretnren
and say untoi them, 1 ascend unto
my .bather,1 ana your .trainer:
and to my Pod and your God'
Three days had elapsed between the
time when the body was taken
down from the cross the time when
he said, "Father, unto thy hands I
oommend my spirit," arid the time
of His resurrection. Where had He
been in the interval? Peter tells us
in his first epUtle, 3d chapter, from
the 15th to the imn verses: "or
Christ also hath once suffered for
sins, the Just-fo- r the unjust, that
He might bring us to God, being
Dut to death in the flesh, bet quick
ened by the spirit: by which also
He went and preached unto tne
spirits in prison; which sometime
were disobedient; when onoe ine
lone suffering of God waited in the
days of Noah." It appears that
after being put to death He went
somewhere. Where? "By which
also he went and preached unto the
spirits in prison." What spirits?
"Which sometime were diobedient,
When once the long suffering of Uod
waited In the days or rxoah, wniie
the ark was preparing.' Now, that
makes the matter very clear to a
person that wants to .understand.
But you take a learned divine whote
mind has become befogged by the
traditions of men and he does not
want anything to do with that scrip- -
tare, or If he does he win try to
explain it away. How do the
clergy explain lvv They say tne
spirit of Jesus in Noah preached to
the people before the flood. .Now,
com nare that idea, with the text I
have quoted. It was not Noah Who
was put to death. .But it was ue
that was pat to death In the flesh
and quickened by the spirit that
Went and preached to the spirits In
prison. Again, In the 4th
chapter of the first Epistle
of .Peter, and the 6th .. verse,
We read this: "For for this cause
was the Gospel preached also to
them that are dead, that they
might be Judged according to men
in the flesh, and live according to
God in the; Spirit." Here were peo
ple that Were preached to wno
were not men in tne nean. wno
were they? They Were spirits in
prison, and they were hi prison be
cause or their disoDeaience in tne
days of Noah. They had been there
about 2,000 years, and Jesus went
and preached to them. What did
he preach7 He preacnea tne uos-
pel. What did he preach to them
for? That they might be further
condemned and taunted with their
miserable fate? Oh no. He went
there that He might preach to them
the Gospel, so "that they might be
Judged according to men in the
flesh, but Jive according to uoa in
the Spirit." : This , is what the an
cient prophet predicted concerning
Jesus. We read that he went into
the synagogue on the Sabbath day
and stood up for to read. He took
the book of the Prophet Isaiah, and
what he read was this: "The spirit
of the Lord God is upon me.because
Ha hath anointed me to preach good
tidings unto the meek; He hath
sent : me to bind up the broken
hearted, to tproclaim- liberty to the
captives, and the opening of the
prison to them that are bound
That was Christ's mission not on-

ly to preach to men in the flesh, but
to preach to men in tne spirit.
Isaiah says in e. xlix, 9 v. "That
thou mayeet say to the prisoners;
go forth, t them that are in dark-
ness,, shew yourselves;" and in;
c. xlii, 7 v "to bring out the prison-
ers from the prison and them that
sit in darkness out of the prison
house." : ri--

Jesus left HITbody sleeping in the
tomb and went to the spirit world,
and the repentant thief who died by
His side went there also: Same peo-
ple think that because the thief said.
"Lord, re rr ember me when thouJ,
comest into thy kingdom," and
Jesus replied, "To-da-y shalt thou be
with me in paradise." tnat he (the
thief) went direct to heaven and hi
the piesence or uoa. xsow, if he
did, Jesus .Christ broke Jtlls own
word: for He saw, -- ixoept a man
be born of water and of the Spirit.
he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God." Where did I the i thief go?
Wherever Jesus went, . the thief
went, and! he had the privilege of
hearing Jesus preach the Gospel, so
that he might have the chance of
being Judged according to men in
the nesh, but living accoramg to
Uod in the spirit. And how could
he do that? By receiving the same
Gotpel that men had in the flesh.
Jesus, tnen. Kit uis noay in tne
tomb ana went to tne spinvworia.
Those everlasting gates had to bs
lifted up. "Lift up your heads, O
ve crates: ana De ye ' lifted up, ye
everlasting doors; and the King of

.Kail mrvwnm In TTn mttKm W BUM.. M. HUU
nreached deliverance ' to the cap
lives, ana opvneu iui prawn uoore to
them that were bound. He went
tn nroclaim the acceptable day of the
Lord. lie came back to Hi sleep
ing bodv, and having the keys cf
hell He also grasped the keys of
death, and His body was quickened,
Ha stood neon His feet and minis- -
tand tn His diaofnlaa. lie could
Him tm Tlla Father and report the
acoompsnraent of Hie mission. He
ccala Eaji "l cvt cons we ww
thou raves t me to do; I have
preached the Gopel to the meek; I
I nave preached deuvevanoa to the)
cantlve: I have opened the prison
doors cf them that were bound,

!.-;-.i captivity Captive; ;

fc ve ittd ray blood as ta tteieraent
f--r tea r's cf te vrtrll; cow,

according to God In Ue spirit. Some
win say, "i cannot Fee wny a thing
done by one person should stand for
another." How do yoa understand
the dootrlne that Jesus Christ has
done something for all of m? . We
read that "without the shedding of
blood .there is no remission of sins."
Not my blood or your blood is to U
shed for the remission of our sine;
bpt He who was without sin allowed
His blood to be ehed as a sacrifice for
our sins. Now the whole question
hinges bh that. If you rtlect the
doctrine; .pf proxy in baptism, joumust reject the doctrine or proxy m
the atonement.,

NoW. there Is no dubiety' in the
minds ot the Latter-da- y Saints on
this subjects eaYe have learned these
things from Gorl,and we understand .

them.alike. i Why? Becaufe we
deire .the truth; we do net care
about the nonsenoebf men, we want
divine .truth which comes from
qodi ' And .when It comes we are
ansions'to receive it; we seek for it;
weask fcr It; and lie enlightens ue
by.HIs Spirit, ana when-th- Good
Shepherd speaks, we know Ills,,
voice; apa it is tnat vcice tnat has
made plain to us tne aoctrine mat .

we who have obeyed the Gorpel in '

the flesh may be baptized for our an-oest-

in the spirit world.
If you'wlU look at ihisiu the spirit .

that accompanies Its unfoldment.
your hearts will be filled with Joy at
the mercy ana gocaoes-- i or uod. if
there are men or women here who
have not believed this, and they .

?1,

will ponder upon it, and feck to Qid .
for light upon it, they will have their

to that It is ofeyes opened.
see cne

a T a a 1 f 1 Wa...tne most gionous principles, it opens
the way!, for tfce redemption, of .our
fathers who lived and died without
hearing the sound of the Gospel. It
opens up the way for the redemption
of, the heathen nations who never
heard the name of Jesus Christ. It
opens up the way for the hosts of
Israel, with the'x posterity, who
ages ago leu away rrom tne trutn
and went, into darkness; for these ,
whose hearts have been heavy, and
whose eyes have been biincec ror i.-

it i writtcm blindness in part has
iitppened unto Israel, until the ful--- " .w I. a iDees OI . ne- - usqukr w csme in. .

And so all Israel shall be saved: as ,

lt l written, "I hare shall come out
of Ziori a. Deliverer, and He shall ,

turn no godliness rrom Jacob, .ror
this fa my covenant unto them,
when I shall take away ihelr sins."
Those that will live upon the earth ,

ot their lineage wno ana" ?r
Gaspel, hi the latter times will per-formt- he

outward erdinanceefor and
In behalf of their dead ancestors.
This glorious doctrine . lifts ur the
daik curtain of sectarianism snd '

lets in the light of heaven j and
makes plain the Justice of God, and

t
the nuKT OI UOU. m uieicjr ui
our God extends to all of his child-nn- t

onlr to oae little branchran.
throuKb the loins cf Abraham. All
hall hear; all shall have the eppor-tnni- tr

cf Inowlnz the wayiw Jift
ad trnthJand the opportunity of re
joicing therein; and this is the means
tXxat COU Will auuii wKtaiuiiuwu
great and etupendoua rcaull : very
heart shall be gladdened with the
tidings of salvation. The living and
the ded I tall be visited and even
those who have tcca truest da-w-

fcj ttll, wha have betn beaten with
1 fi .f r- -. -s r --

. 'jry inspiration If '
BcTlpfcreVsome of them tMn a5 Ur wners thty wtra dst&i c;r wts


