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.+ ' REMARKS
By Elder GEORGE A. SMITH, Tabernucle,

Wednesday morning, tfet: 8, 1862, .

[rERORTED BY J. ‘vu LONE ]
Brethren, there is a auhjéct which has been
spoken cf daring this Conference in regard.to
the mission to the co'ton growing district of
var Territory, to which I desire to again call

your attention.

" We have been instructed in the principles
of the kingdom to a wenderful extent-during
this Conference.” The instructions whica we
have réceived have been of a character that
they may be reduced to practice by every
person whose feelings are so disposed.

The President rewmarked that he desired to
strengthen the missions to the cotton country
by sending down two bundred more families.
It will be recollected {hat a request was made
last year for the bretliren to volunteer fo go
on that important mission. Therewerea few
who came up and gave in their names, but
the great mass of the brethren did not feel to
do so. They were aware that it was the
wish. of the Presidency that certain things
ghould be done, but they seemed a8 though
they needed takinz by the ears andshaking
to malee them sensib'e of the great importance

that ought to be attached to this mission. It

appeared as if some of the brethren (to use a
firuretive expression,) had become fastened
to the earth with tremendous roots, so that it
was with considerable difficulty that they
could be gol up, but they had to be taken up
root and branch, e

We as a Coiference voted that the Presi-
dent should call, but none of us felt like vol.
unteering. (President B Young: I volunteer-
ed, on the condition that the people would
consent to it ) Yes, the President volunteer-
ed, but it is well known that the Presidency

I must make our own woollen, flax, hewp and |

States, according to the

up Zion will be attended to, for let it be rrm-"
embered that it is coming to this necessity of
roducing for ourselves or to go without, and |
e question resolves itself irto the simple
proposition: - “clothes or no clothes.” We

cotton goods or we must go naked. We can-
not get these articles much longer from the
present prospect.
The vengeance of the Almighty is sweeping)
the land with the besom of destruction; mil-
lions of men are forsaking thelf industrial

other. Let us each and all attend to this
that the beauty of our garments may be the
beauty of the workmanship of our own hands,
or we shall find ourselves without many of
tha necessaries of life altogefher.

May God bless the people, in the name of
Jesus: Amen. - *
o DISCOURSE ‘

By Eldér JOHN T'l{[iga Tabernacle, March
_ , 1863, |

[REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.
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The Gospel of Jesus Christ is perbaps one
of the most comprebensive subjects that man-
kind can reflect upon. It not only embraces
things as they now exist, associated with the
buman family; but it takes ui back to days
that are past.and gone, to the organizations

principle of revelation it develops, , unfolds,
and makes manifest unto the buman fj_lmilr
the great purposes of God as they shall
transpire throughout evarg lucceed.ing age.
There are thousands of details or minutie
mixed up with these great projects, purposes,
and desizns, some of them we comprehend
correctly, or think we do; others are not so
clear and comprehensible to our minds.

are required here; most of the time they must
be present to superintend the building of the
Temple,and direct the affairs of the church in
all the world, but the Elders are set apart to
go into all the earth and labor as directed dy
‘the Presidency. Lt is alse well known that
the master builder bas influente and yower
here, and that he understands how the found-
ation, the walls, the timbers, the roof and all
connected with the Temple of our God should
be put together. It is likewise well known

‘that the Presidency never atk a man to doa

service except that their Jabors arerequired
in that new position. Oae particular remark

3 which I wish to makeis that notwitbstanding

the unprecedented high wat.r in Washington
county and the damages and disappointment

'cnnuluent upon the flood, the settiements

made by the last year’s mission have proven
a decided success. That mission has proven
the pature of the climate more perfectly than
it had before, it has tested tlhe goii,.and
accomplished manv olher things of immense
adyvantage and, worth. It wasstatedby many
that the mission would pirove a failure, that
there was no conuntry there, but.tue truth is
that the elements, including the water, the
goil and 2ll that surround them are actually
aching for the brethien to combine them to-
gether and make them intogoud cotten and
other cheice, productions of a mild climate;
all t ese elements are ready lo render aid to
Zion. : - .
I consider that we all should feel ready and

willing to do,anything that may be required

of us, to lend our exeriions to establisn the
kingdcm of God permanently upon the earth,
When the people first seitled in Sam Pete
valley. some weie d scouraged, they neser
be produced in such
a country as that; they did not believe that
anything would grow there; the white tolored
soil alarmed them, but it is now the granary
of the mountaiss. Now there bas recenlly
been just such a feeling in regard to Washing-
ton county, but the past year’s experience has
demonstrated more fully that most excellent
cotton, sugar cane, grapes, peaches and man
of life can. be sucessfully
raised there, in that dedert looking country.
~ There are quite a number of m-n who have
‘yemarked to me that they would willingly go
if they were called on, I wish tosay to such
brethren that they are called.oh now,and I
sincerly wish that iwo hundred brethren
would wvolunteer to-day by giving in their
riames to me at the Historian’s office. By
going this fall you have ail winter, to prepare
and the advantage can be takerd of the early
gpring geason, thus giving the bretbren an
of cotton
the first year. By sowing wheat in October
tolerable crops can be raised, and by plantin
corn early in Marchi fwo crops can beraise
_in one year, or one good crop of cotton. The
fact in brief is that so_far as the coumiry has.
been tried it has proven a success, and man

it. SICEP 39 ISP
I bope all that has been said by the breth-
ren in reference to the culture of hemp, flax,

There are some things we, asa people, have

pursuits for the purpose of destroying each|

of this world and of other worlds, and by the | po

acter will separate them, and make thetn
en*mies to one another, and make them take
np arms against one another, fizht one
another, and shed each others blood. They
not only seek to distroy each other but they
all pray to the same God to help them todo
it. There.is ng strange or singular in
this; for  there 'is no motive, principle or
power to cement or unite them together, fur-
ther than a sort ¢f faneied religion ywhich
?ueu not possess .the principles of union; for
nstance in some of the great wars that tovk
lace in Europe some years ago! one of the
ast with which we are the.most familiarly

France. Who took up sides in the struggle?
There was the Greek Church under the
Russians, Protestant Epgland, Catholic

| France,and the Mohammedan or Turk fighting

against each other. The Catholics were

ristians, the Protestants were Christians,
the Russians were of the Greek or Christian
church, the Turks were Moliammedans; aH
worshipers of thie same God, under different
forms. These were arrayed against each other
in deadly stri‘e all praying to the same God to
give them power over their enemies, and their
enemies were also Christians, then they went
to slaying apnd destroying each other. Let s
notice the difficulties between France and
Italy against Austria. In this case therewas
two Catholic powers engaged against another
wer which was also Catholic,

in the least. They fought just as hard to
kill their fellow Christians, as the Mohamme-
dans or any other people would fight to kill
their enemies.. They were allin the same
church, all partaking of the same sacrament,
all believing in the same doct ines and wor-
shiping the same God.

cisely the same., Who were the first to separ-
ate? It was the religious communities of the

to do with perhaps more than any other
people that exist, though ttey have to do with
all peop'e, if the people would bave to do with
them. Bat 1» relation, more particularly to
tbe position that we occupy before God,
beforeé the world and before each other; and
the faith we have in Ged, in his work, in his
ordiiances, in his lawe and in his kingdoms;

to all Latter Day Saints matters of very great
importance. We are led to inquire upon
what is our faith based, why are we Latter
Day Saints? why do we believe, as we do, in
the doctrir es of this Cburch? and whenee do
we obtain our faith or our knowledge, as the
icage may be, inrelation to thige matlers?
Why is it that there has been so singular a
religious movement as that which has ‘taken
place within the last thirty years; introducing
views that are contrary to the commonly
establiched views ¢f the whole religious
world? - Whyis it that this people, edy in
this Territory embracing a scope of country
of some five hundred miles of extent; wi b a
population that comparatiyely speaking, may
be called dense, for a countiy like tais, has
assumed ‘the proportions of a body politic if

and the reasons of that faith are to me, .and |

Baptist, Meth
salist from Univergalist, elc. _ ,
made a division long before the Statesdivided,
showing that there was less virtud or unity
in chure es than in th: slate o boly politic.
The Northern and Southern armies are com-
posed of members of these different sec s that
exist inthe Federal and Confederate States,

I mention these things te show you that
there is no adhesive princip'e sufficiently
powe: ful to unite the people of any portion of
the earth, similar to the oi.e that has sprung
forth ip our day, and right among this pecple;
if there is anything of that sort abroad in the
world Lam net acquainted with'it,
follows as a natyral consequence, that if
there is nothing to'unite the people together
they are deficient in some principle, doctrin:,
faich or practice, Philosopby hags not united
the people together, politics has never dove it;
no social principles have ever accomp'isued it,

Freemasonry is one of the strongest binding
contraects. that exists between man and man.
yet Freemasons are mixed up in those differ-
ent armies, trying te kill each other, and go

you please, that have organized themselves
into a-Territory, and bave asked for admission
'as a State into thegreat American Confedera-
tion?  Why is it that a thiog so singular as
this has taken place? Ils it because there has
been a desire among the originators of this
work, or any part of them, to establish a
political power? I am not aware that this is
the case, If there has beep any such feeling
and desire apart from other leading princi-
ples it is something I am not acquainted with.
We bive commenced to gather ourselves to-
gether under certain influences, certain prin-
ciples, and under a certain faith. We have
gathered ourselves together from wvarious
parts, and although there has been a strong
influence used to separafe us, to scatter.us
abroad, to produce  disunion, to sever us one
from another; yet no influence, no power, no
reasoning, nor anytbing wbatever tbat has!
been brought fo bear on this perple, to accom-
[piiah thaf objsct, hLas succeeded; there is
some cause, sowe reason for this, There are
mighty mo ives undeilying, overruling and
overreaching all mo iles of a political char-
 acter. The first thing that ever was pro-
claimed by the Elders of th's Church was
the Gospel of peace on the earth, .and good
will towards - men, bhas contirued to be
§eathnd, and among other influences there

8 been a certain influence that hasgathered
the people together, There has been po in-
flurnce that could be brought to bear upon
this people that could sever or geparate them.

There must be therefore some reasom for
movements of this Kind. Buch movements are
not'very common in the world. It is common
for various religious societies to arise in the
world; but generally they are very narrow and
contracted in their netions. They are no-
adhesive or co-hesive, they do not unite or.
combine. You may take the Metbodist

they have contended against each otherf r
generations past. There must be something
then to control' this people, different from
that which seems to contr:l clber péople
gocially, religiously, politically or any other
way, there is some kind of a co-hesive power,
some kind of an atfractive princip'e, some-
thing that utites, and concentrates this people
together in a manner altogether different from
'that of any other people under the face of the
heavens; and so gingular isit that it at‘racts
the attention, of philosophers, of statesmen, of

they wonder at it, as they wondered at Jesus
when he was upon tlie earth, they” wouder
*what this state of things “will-grow to, they
are fearful of the consequences and resulis ot
this Union. We are naturally led to inquire
how these things originated, from wlence
springs this principle, this infl ‘ence, this
power, for it is a very important one. [Itbhas
dragged us from our homes, it has sént hun-
drecs of elders wandering up and down the

past, - It has made us in the e¢stimation
of our friends we used lo associate wih,
laughing st cks, ard fools, and it has finally
brought us together in this place. It
has  also assumed a polilical power as a
natural consequence or result; sjmply beca se
there was no olher course for us to pursu .
Whenever.a.body of p ople are thrown to-
 gether, the ipeyvitable consrquence is a poli-
tical power, It canuot be oiherwise. They
must liave organizations, représeutation, laws,
and administrators of law; there must be a
body politic formed whenever a bedy of peo-
ple are gathered together as we are; and the
very fact of our organization, religiously and
politically, the very fact of that oneness that
80 u iversally prevails among this people is
that it produces a terror to evil doers, and to

' pposed to us. Why ig it that

gociety, the Presby erian society, (he Baptist

indigo, and in fact all that will tend to build

society, the Episcopalian Cburch, the Roman,a principle of th *
Catholic Church or any other you please, and  this people? for we can readily discover, in

those wlo are o
pr lin_,l'k_'md thould exist among
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you will find that motives of a political char-

acquainted, was between -Russia, England and |

Religious |
considerations do vot counfine or, conirol them

How has it beenin the Un,ifed States? Pre-

Then it |

politicians, a: d of leadiug men of everygrade, |

earth, for 1hese ten, twenty and thirty years |
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looking abroad in the wor'd that it does not
exist any where else, Is it because we are
more learned than they are? Is it because we
are more intellectual and refined? bécause we
are  gicater philosophers, better statesmen,
more acquainted with cause and effect, have
gtudied more extensively the position of {lie
world generally,and its government and Jaws?"
I do not so understapd it. There is something
besides this; naturally we are no smarter
than o'her men, and no meore intelligent than
' they are; but there is a kind of principle of
some sort that infuses itself into our very
nature, is a great principle in our body poli-
itic, and i8 mixed up with our religion, and
with our morals; it is a sort of secret spring
of some kind, that governs, actuates, con-
trols, unites and cements’ us together in a
manner that no other people under the face of
the heavens are united. I would like to try
tand make it plain to others, if the Lord wiil
help mej; why ‘it .is that these things have
taken place. To begin, we will go back to
the time when this movement first commeneced.
It would seem that a record had been hid up
npoii this continent for generations past. It
would seem that a people had lived upon thLis
continent, who were full of the Holy Ghost,
who bad a krowledge of God, who pcssessed
(revelalion, who had proplets inspired by the
Spirit. of God, as they were on the Asiatic
continent, or in any other pait of the world.
It wonld seem that those prophets, in common
with the projhets. on the Asiatie continent,
and with the men of God in former ages, had
looked forward to a time (hat we read of in
 the Bible, called.the “dispensation of the fnll-
ness of times; when God would gather to-
(rether all things in one, whether they he-
things in 1he heavens or things upon the ear h.”
- It would eeem_ that these prophets had re-
corded {hese things in this record, that in the
time of the dispensation of the fullness of
time, when God should commence his great
latter-day work, that among other things

— 2o

country that separated first, Baptist {rom | men should be taught the laws of life, and the
ﬁ ist from Metuodist, Univer- | knowle.ge of God, and that the coming forth
The cburches

of this work waus to be the starting point of a
E:ea't event, one of sufficient  magnifude fo

ve at racted the attention of all the ancient
proplicts ‘hat .ever did live, one of snflicient
magritude o influence the attention of the
Gods in the elernal worlds, one of sufficient
maguitude to cause 'that a medium of com-
munica ion should be opered between the
heavens and the earth, that light should arain
bu-sf forth from the Leayenly world, that the .
apirit of propliecy and r”'elation should again
be unfoided, that an era sho.ld be inargurated
pregrant with life, light, and_ intél igepee
unlo those that then lived, that they might
have an opportunity ¢f beceming acquaintéd
with God, «f knowing his laws, purposes and
designa, his gospel, the principes of elernal
trutli, the laws of life, that men should again
b8 * acquainted .with; things that had
been, with things that were, and with (hings
that were fo come. = *

The ancient prophets of the two continents
foresaw that the issuing forth of tha: rocord
was to be thie commencement of the la'ter day
work; one said, “Truth sball spring out of the
earth; and righteousness'shall logk down frem
Heaven.,” “‘The meck shall increase their joy
‘ in-the Lord, aid the poor among en reéjoice

in tbe Holy One of Isiael.” It s one of th

sticks that Ezekiel saw should be writfen
upou, even the stick of. Joseph which shepld
he written for Ephraim, and be wnited wth
the stick of Ju ab, and become one sfick—
one¢ in prcplecy, ene in revelation, ene in
id-:nu:itrim.-,, one in. ord nances, one in unfo'ding
'the purposes and designis of God, ard in
leading marnkind fo a knowledge of the truth,
as it was to be introduced in the times of the
 restitution of all things spoken of by all lLe
holy prophe g since the wcrld began.”

The revealing of those records was to be
one of the starling points in relation to this
matfer. Then it neefed eome instrument,
some individual, some messenger, some ccm.
municat on, bécause it would be impossib e
without sometbing of this kind, that these
thirgs conld transpire. There needed rome
aunthorized messenger. some con munion ficm
‘the Lord to teyeal, unfoly, and make these
- things manifest. To talk about the world as
it is, and the authority they bave o presch
the gospel, and administer ordi anc 8, and
dictate the affairs o/ the kingdem ot Gud, is
toolishness to reason upen; but we will mere.
illvg'iva it & passing n tice.” Where did tle

ifferent seligious sects get their auihority
from? who gycained them to administer in the
name of God? who gave them that anthority ?
Tue Church of England gave authority to all
the pec ding sects that have sprung out of
her, and they left ber because-she was cor-

—_—
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jrupt. ~Where did the Church of England tb-

tain ber authority? = From the Cburch  of
Rome, which they say is the mother of Lar-
. lots. a1 d the abomination of all things. Where
| does the Church of Rome obtain ber authority?
| Toey tell you that they get it down in an un-

troken chain of descent from the Aposile’s

‘tim-s. Tleir statement is the most reason-



