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are plausibly prese _
whole subject we will answer in the
words of the Apostle J oseph Smith, on
a similar occasion. One of the Klders
of Israel had written a long communi-
cation which he deemed, to be very im-

rtant, and requested br. Joseph to
ear

read it. The Prophet com-
mended his style in glowing terms, re-
marked that the ideas were ingeniously
advanced, etc., etc., and that he had
but one objection to it. *“What is that?’.
inqui e writer, greatly elated that
his m«l‘uctitn was considered so near
pe ect. - The Prophet Joseph replied,
It is not true.’ "

» ‘“This should be a lasting lesson to
the Elders of Israel not.to undertake to
teach doectrine they do not understand.
If the Saints can preserve themselvesin
a present sdlvation day by day, which
is easy to be taught and comprehended,
it wil{ be well with them hereafter.

i Brigham Young,
Heber C. Kimball,

Daniel H. Wells.”’

In an article, entitled “The Holy
Spirit,”” published by br. Pratt in the
Millennial Star, of October 15th, and
November 1st, 1850, pages 305-309, and

pages 325-328, it is stated, among other
things, in relation to the Holy Spirit,
that,

" “Each part of this substance is all-wise and
all-powerful, possessing the same knowledge
and the same truth. Theessence ean be divided
into parts like all other matter, but the truth
which eaeh part possesses is one truth,and is
indivisible; and beeanse of the oneness of the
quality, all these parts are ealled but oxg God.
There is a 'plurality of substance, but a unity of
. guality: and it is this unity which eonStitutes
the ‘one God which we worship. When we
worship the Father, we do not worship merely
His substance, but we worship the attributes of
that substance; so, likewise, when we worship
the Son, we do not merely worship the essence
or subgtance of the Son, but we worship because
of his gualities or attributes; in like manner
when we worship the Spirit, we do not merely
worship a personal substance or a widely
diffused substance, but we worship the attri-
butes and qualities of this substance; it is not
then the essence alone whieh is the object of
worship, but it 1s the qualities of the essence+
These attributes and qualities, unlike the
essence, are undivided; they are whole and
entire in every part., A truth is not two truths
because it dwells in two or more beings, but we
worship it as one truth wherever we find it,
Hence If the qualities and attributes are the
principal cause of our worship, we worship
thém as one and the same, wherever they are
found, whether in a million of substances o
only in one, If these qualities and attribuieés
dwell in all thelr fulness in every substance of
the universe, then one and the same God would
dwell in every substance, so far as the qualities
are concerned. That the qualities are the real
object of worship, and not the essence, is evi-
dent from the fact that all essences without
their gualities, must be alike in nature, if not

in form and magnitude, Therefore one essence ;

without qualities has no more claim to our
worship than another.,”

And again he says:

“We can form some conception of the extreme
rainuteness of these all-powerful and all-wise
atoms of sabstance, when we reflect that they
are capable of being in and through all things.
Now there are many solids, so dense tlsat many
millions of millions of particles are collected in
& space not larger than a grain of mustard seed;
now the pores between these particles must be
still more minute than the particles themselves;
therefore, the particles of that all-wise sub-
stance, which is in and through all things, must
be sufliciently minute to enter these extremely
small pores, surrounding every atom, and per-
vading the whole mass, governing and eontrol-
ing it according to fixed and definite laws."’

In a tract, bearing the same title as
/he article just quoted from, one of a

series of eight tracts whieh br. Pratt
published in England in the year 1856,
in reasoning upon the difference be-
. tween the Holy

| \bnnwn as the Holy Ghost, it is stated
~ ¢m page 51, par. 11 'that,

“On this oe
“portions of this Haly Fluid assnmed the form of
‘Cloven Tongues like as of Fire.' It is very
doubtful whether & permanent personal Hpirft
would dissolve its personality, and transform
its parts Into one hundred and twenty tongues,
having the appearance of fire. But & living,
self-moving  fluid  substance might transform

itself into any shape it pleased, and render
ilgelfl wisible in the form or tongues; or in the
form of adove, orin a personal form, resemb-

ling the limageof man,"”
And further on page 53, par. 18, he
HAYE, ’

“This boundless ocean of spirit possesses in
every part, however minute, a will, a self-mov-
ing power, knowledge, wisdomn, love, goodness,
holiness, justice, mercy. and every intellectnal
and moral attribee po<spesicd by the Mather and

nted. But to the|

-materials of nature with which it is imme-

Spirit and the being |

ion,” [the day of Pﬁllh‘.ﬁf}.‘!t,}‘

connected with the eternities of our
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the Son. Each particle of this Holy Spirit
Enows, every instant, how to act upon the other

diately associated: it knows how to vary the
gravitating tendency of a particle of matter,
every moment, precisely in the inverse ratio of
the square of its distance from every other
particle in the universe. Where an infinite
number of particles of matter are in motion,
and every instant changing their relative dis-
tances from each other, it must require an over-
whelming amount of discernment and know-
ledge, for each particle of the spirit to perceive
every motion of every other particle, and every
instant to know the relative positions and dis-
tances of every particle in the universe. And
yvet without such knowledge, the gravitatingin-
tensity could not be varied, according to the
striet law whieh is known to exist. For the
Holy Spirit to move all the materials of nature,
according to this one law, requires a wisdom
and knowledge imcomprehensible to mortal
man,"”

Again, on page 53, par. 20, it is stated
that,

“Man has been acecustomed to associate wisdom,
knowledge, love, joy and all the other faculties
and passions, with an organized being or person-
ality. Therefore, when he is informed that the
Holy Spirit possesses all these aftributes, he,
from habit, supposes it to be a person; but there
is no necessary connection between these attri-
butes and a personality. Indeed, there is no
reason why these attributes may not also belong
to a fluid substance, We see life and voluntary
motion exhibited by beings of every conceiva-
ble shape and magnitude, from man down
through every grade of existance to the miecro-
scopic animalcules. Many of these inconceiva-
bly small beings appear to bée merely minute
globules or particles of living substance. Such
being the case, why may not the still smaller
particles of the Holy Spirit be alive also? and
why may they not also possess all the elemen-
tary attributes of a spiritual personage or or-
ganization? Is there anything in the mere
| shape or magnitude of organized spirit-matter,
that should cause it to differ in its elementary
attributes from unorganized spirit-matter?
Certainly not. Thereiore, it is perfeetly con-
sistant and analagous with what we see in
nature, to attribute life, voluntary motion, and
numerous other attributes and qualities, to a
fluid substance, or toeach of its particles.”

And on page 55, paragraph 25, it is
said that, |

“By the power of their [the Father and the
Son] word the Spirit would set those worlds into
harmonious motion; by the power of Their word
the Spirit would move the particles in nature
according to the law of gravitation; by Their
word the Spirit would move every substance
according to the varied laws which now exist.
By the power of Their word the Spirit could sus-
pend its operations in one way, and operate in
another, directly opposite, causing what the
world generally calls & miracle, Through the
agency of such a universal Spirit, a person could
exercise almighty power throughout every de-
partment of nature. Particles, worlds and uni-
verses would obey, the Spirit being the great
grand executor of all the sublimme and majestic
movements exhibited in boundless space.”

On the same page, paragraph 27, it
reads,

“But if the body of each Saint is full of the
Holy Ghost, it is evident that this holy sab-
stance dwelling in each temple must assume
the same shape and magnitude as the temple
whieh it fills. If any one should, by vision, be-
hold the tabernacle of man filled throughout
with this substance, he would perceive it exist-

present and future, which the Al-
mighty, in His wisdom, sees fit to
conceal from the children of men. The
latter are evidently unprepared to re-
ceive them, and there could be no pos-
sible benefit accrue to them, at present,
from their revelation. It is in this
light that we view the points of doctrine
which we have quoted. If they were
true, we would think it unwise to have
them made public as these have been.
But the expounder of these points of
doctrine acknowledges that he has not
had any revelation from the heavens
in relation to them, and we know that
we have had no revelation from God
respecting them, except to know that
many of them are false, and that the
publication of all of them is unwise and
objectionable. They are mere hypo-
theses, and should be perused and ac-
cepted as such; and not as doctrines of
the Church. Whenever Br. Orson
Pratt has written upon that which he
knows, and has confined himself te
doctrines which he understands, his
arguments are convineing and unan-
swerable, but, when he has indulged in
hypotheses and theories, he has launch-
ed forth on an endless sea of specula-
tion to which there is no horizon. The
last half of the tract entitled ‘'The Holy
Spirit’”’ contains execellent and coneclu-
| sive arguments, and is all that could be
wished; so also with many of his writ-
ings. But the Seer, the Great First
€ause, the article in the Millennial Star
of October 15, and November 1, 1850, on
the Holy Spiri¢, and the first half of the
traet, also on the Iloly Spirit, contain
doctrines which we cannot sanction,
and which we have felt impressed to
disown, so that the Saints who now

not be misled by our silemce, or be
‘left. to misinterpret it. Where thege
objectionable works, or parts of works,
are bound in volumes, or otherwise,
they should be cut out and destroyed:
with proper care this can be done with-
out muech, if any, injury to the volumes,

o Il ought to have been known, years
ago, by every person in the Church—
for ample teachings have been given on
the point—-that no member of the
Church has the right to publish any
doetrines, as the doetrines of the
Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, without first submitting them
for examination and approval to the
First Presidency and the Twelve,
There is but one man upon the earth,
at one time, who holds the keys to re-
ceive commandments and revelations
for the Church, and who has the auth-
ority to write doctrines by why of com-

ing in & personal form of the sameé size and
shape as the human spirit or tabernacle. And
If he should behold & million of such bodily

mandment unto the Church. And any
' man who so far forgets the order insti-
 tuted by the Lord as to write and pub-

temples thus filled, ke would see amillion of | lish what may be termed new doctrines,

personal beings called the Holy Ghost; but each
one of these, though one with all the others in
the attributes, would be distinet in gsubstance
from all the rest. They are distinct personaj
forms which the spiritual fluid assunies, upon

entering human baodies, so as to accommodate
itself to the size and form of the respective
human temples whieh it inhabits,”

We have quoted some of the items
which stand out most prominently in
the publications referred to, and which
strike us as being most objectionable.
They are self-confounding and conflict
one with another, and, to our minds,
some of the statements, if pursued to

without consulting with the First Pre-
sidency of the Church respecting them,
places himself in a false position and
exposes himself to the power of dark-
ness by violating his priesthood.

» While upon this subject, we wish to
warn all the Elders of the Chureh, and
to bhave it clearly understood by the
members, that, in the future, whoever
publishes any new doetrines without
first taking this course will be liable to
lose his priesthood.

* BRIGHAM YOUNG,

their legitimate eonelusion, would con-
vey the idea that the physical and
spiritual organization of a human being |
conferred no additional powers or bene-
fits on the creature thus organized, but
that any single atom of the “‘spiritual
fluid,” however minute, possessed every
attribute that an organized being could
possess. Yet it will readily per- !
ceived, upon yeflection, that attributes |
never can be made manifest in ﬂ.ll}':'
world except through organized beings. |

There are great and important truths |

God and with man’s exisiance past,

HEBER C. KIMBALL,
OrsoN HyDE,

JOHN TAYLOR,
WiLrorD WoODRUFF,
({EORGE A, SMITH,
AMasAa M. LyMAN,
KEzrA T. BENSON,
(C"HARLES C. RICH,
LORENZ0O SNOW, ;
ErAsTUs SNow, "
FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS, :

GEORGE Q. CANNON ~
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INFORMATION wanted of JAMES ELLIZ, fate i

of Cardiff, South Wales, by Lewis \Watkins, |
near Aunburn, Placer Co., Cal,

live, and who may live hereafter, may |
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 CORRECTION.

It was thought that the PRospPECTUS
for Vol. 15 0of the DesereT NEWS and
| Vol. I of its Semi-Weekly, published
some weeks ago in the columns of the
NEwS, also printed in the form of a eir-
cular and sent to our Agents, was suffi-
ciently plain in regard to the matter,
tone and character designed for those
 papers, with of course such additional
improvements as increasing facilities
and experience may permit. But con-
versation with several has advised us
that many are under a wrong impres-
sion in regard to the above named
volumes, for which reason the following
is reprinted from the Prospectus:—

The Semi-Weekly NEws will contain
Sermons by the Presidency and the
Twelve, Telegraphic Dispatches and
Current Local Items, up to date, Lead-
ing Articles on Buf)jeats of Interest,
Latest w8 from our List of Ex-
changes Interesting and Instructive
Tales and Sketches, and Miscellaneous
Matter. Asan Advertising Medium it
will unquestionably commend itself to
{ all who wish to make the publie ae-
quainted with their wants, or inform
buyers and sellers what they have to
dispose of or wish to procure.

The Weekly will eontain matter of a
similar character to that of the Semi-
Weekly; and as its eirculation will be
largest outside of this city, and buta
very limited can be afforded for
advertising in 1t, those who wish to la
their advertisements before the people
of our settlements north and south, will,
as far as space will permit, find it the
best medium to do so, of which they
can avail themselves.”

It is purposed, so soon as circumstan-
‘ces will warrant, and of which timely
notice will be given, to issue from this
office, in form convenient for binding,
a periodical similar to the Millenial
Star; but that will not supersede or
take the place of the NEws, which will
be continued as now, improving in_in-
terest and usefulness as fast and as
much as possible,

oo

NEWS ITEMS.

e

| A CORRESPONDENT of the Cincinnati
Gazette wants a vigilance committee

a pti'::inted to suppress rowdyism in New
ork.

AT a gay party in Mount Zion, Ill., a
few evenings since, a beautiful young
lady sudden ﬂ exclaimed, ‘‘Oh, I am so
sick!”” and fell dead. A physician, who
was present, after an examination, an-
nounced that her death was caused by
tight lacing;

MR. JONES, an extensive coach builder
in Southampton, England, in conform-
in% to what seems to be becoming a
fashion, has intimated to his werkmen
that, as the elective franchise is a trust,
they may exereise it according to their
own conscientious political convictions, -

without consulting his politics or in-
clinations.

A NEW religious sect has appeared in
Maine. Among its peculiarities are
eternal warfare with all religious de-
| nominations; power of the Elders to
heal the sick by the laying on of hands,
and the expectation that in a short time
they would be able to raise the dead.

LETTERS from Geslar, in Hanover,
mention that the iniferial palace there,
a magnificent building erected about
1050 by Henry III. to serve as a resi-.
dence for the perors, is giving way
in its foundations. AI'arge portion of
the gigantic wall on the southwest side
has already fallen. Measures have been
adopted to E)revent the entire edifice
from erumbling to the ground.

Two robins, in Rochester, recently
stole some pieces of lace from & ¢lothes-
| line, and used them in building a nest.
One of. the articles was so 1 and
heavy that it must have required the
united strength of the pair to have eon-
veyed it to the site for the nest.

It is remarked as a curious fact, that
of the manf priests who stood round
the high altar of St. Mary’s, Moor-
fields, on the occasion o “the con-
secration of Dr. Manning, recently, as
Roman Catbolic Archbishop of West-
minister, there were not less than 100
who had either been in orders of the
Church of England, or had been fellows
of English colleges in their day.

—Queen Victoria has now eight
grandchildren, zix of whom are boys,




