is that when the Liberal party is
annihilated and Jooal politles are
run in accord with national parly
lines, the *Mormeon’ vote would be u
factor in the contests that would
exist and ensue. In that event it
iz not to be reasopably anticipated
that they would exercise the fran-
chise for the benefit of thoae who
have proved themselves to be their
avowed, relentless and hypocritical
enemies.”’

This {a the cause of the present
agitatlon for disfranchlgement by
that special and particular class,
who are the head and front of the
movement, which is not a crusade
foaugurated hy either one of the
national pnarties, havipg origin-
ated wlith local demagogues and by
them it is being pushed toward its
passage with all the resources of
mendacity, cupldity and deceit at
their commanid, in the anticipation
of ohtalning a reward in the event
of certain probable contingenclea of
the near future. -

It will be admitted at once that
the third quotation shivers to atoms
the hypocritical pretenre of com-
passion and mercy, sentiments
which the gopher-like schemers
‘seem to be incapable of possessing.

THE STRUBLE BILL IS UNCON-
STITUTIONAL.

ITi8 not improhable that the reason
why the membersof the **Mormon??
Church were mnot all disfranchised
long ago, is because there existvd no
constitutional method of accomplish-
ing that result. At frequent inter-
vals during the Iast twenty years,
bills tending in that direction have
heen Introduced in Congress, giving
rige to long and thorough discussions
of the question® Invelved in the
Btruble bill, but always with the
same result: American citizens can-
not be disfranchised, nor can their
righta as such be nabridged, be-
cause of opinion or church membher-
ship.

In vnin have conspirators in Utah
and their co-workers in Congress,
during the last twenty years, rncked
their braine in the effort to devise
some means of reducing the “Mor-
mons* to the situation of aliens,
#0 far a8 the franchise is
concerned, but every mensure
invented, and every bill framed for
that nurpose, have always been
clearly shown to be In direct violn-
tion of certain Inhibitions contained
in the nation’s organic law, When
the E-dmunde bill was under debate
in the Benate. members of that body
who voted for it emphatically stated
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that they would not favor any meas-
ure which sought to take from a man
his rights as an American eitizen
on account of any opinlons he
might entertain, and they sustained
the disfranchising provision of that
bill beecause it applied only to men
who had performed eertain acts that
had been held hy the Supreme
Coutrt of the Unlted States to he in
violation of pesce and good order.

The Htruble bill is therefore con
fensedly unconstitutional. Under
the precedents established hy the
decisions of Congress, when dealing
with the *Mermon®’ question; ne-
cording to the declarations of the
best constitutiona! lawyers who
have ever discussed that question in
that body; according to the admis-
gions of the ahlest and most
thoughtful journalists that have
treated upon the sulject, it would he
a flagrant and dangerous hreach of
the American Constitution to deny
aman the privilege of the ballot be-
cause his religious views or associa-
tions were objectionnble to the
majority.

This proposition s elementary,
and any denial of its spundness
must arise from sheer ignorance of
tbe nature and intent of the provi.
sions of the country’s basic law
which relate to the *mntter, or from
a reckless disregard of truth and
congequences. As this ignorance
can hardly be attributed to the
members of Congress, it follows that
every one of them who may vote for
the Struble bill will do so for the
reason that he prefers to break the
organic Iaw ot the lnnd rather than
permit the “Mormone’’ to possess

and exercise the privileges of citi-
zenshbip.

HBo far as has yet been de-
veloped, the disfranchisement bill
cannot be characterized as a party
mensure. Cobnepirators from Utab
have mucceeded in winning to its
support, certain Republican mem-
bers of Congress, upon whom they
have brought a strong and direet
personal influence, and to whom
such tales bave been told and repre-
sentations made as only anti-**Mor-
mon?*? lobbyists can tell and make.
But according to the best informa-
tion in our poesersion the Republi-
can party in Congress hns not yer
signified ifs intention as a party to
suppott the Btruble bill,

[ all probability the mensure
would not have made the headwny
it has, bad it not been for the efforta
of the insidious hypoerites who, un-
der cover of A legitimate and nou-
political mission to the capital, have
made strenuous efforts to advauce
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it. The abandonment to nll sense
of honorand honesty whicihi these
agents have shown has few parallels,
in even the political history of Utsh,
whbich is 80 replete with examples
of * Liberal”’ treachery and perfldy.
The moral turpitude of the men who
have been lobbying for tbe disfran.
chigement of the **Mormons,”’ while
using money contributed to some
extent by the latter to jay for the
food they wereeating, Ias heen fully
exposed in connection with recent
developments, to which only a ref-
erence is here required,

There I8 stiil ground to anticipate
that Congress will not reverse the
record it has so often made upon
projaositions to disfranchise the ma-
jority class in thin Territory. Xt
cannot be held that the decirion of
the United Btates Bupreme Court in
the Idaho test oath case would
justify such a reversnl, for that
decision does not touch the gist of
the eontroversy to which theStruble
bill has given rise. Congresa has,
therefore, no judicial declsion from
that eourt behind which to shield |
itgelf from the reaponsibility of dis-/
franchising American citizens by \
thousands, for conscience’ sake,
should it pags the Btruble bill.

AN ANTI-AMERICAN PETITION.

A PETITION arking Congress to
pass the Baskin - Thomas-West-
Chaniber of Commerce-8truble-
Cullom dJisfranchisement ULill bas
been formulated and placed in
position for the receplion of signa-
tures. It bears certain unmistakable
enr-marks, being tomgposed of the
broken fragments of old stale, oft
repented anti-‘Mormon®’ editurinla
that have about them ns much of
an air of freshness ag

“Qur old horsa he crossed the road,

Because he crossed the rond, sir.
And the remson why he orossed the

road,

Was because he crossed the road,

sir.?

It Is interesting to note the places
where the anti-Republican doecu-
ment bas been placed to receive the
names of the enemles of rellgious
liberty and equal righte. We name
them here:

Clift Houese.

Walker House.

Cullen Hotel.

jontinental Hotel,

Uintab Hotel.

Greenwald’s Cigar Store.

Hogle’s Baloon.

Silver Dollar Baloon.

Tribune office.

Times office.

W. H. H. Spafford’s office
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