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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

AT HIGH ALTITUDES,

—e—

Very Interestlng experiments bove
heen made lately In Europe to awscer.
tain the exact conditions 1o Lhe upper
regions of the atmosphere, where the
Aif is too attenuated for human iife to
exfat. Litile balloons were eent up

simultanecnsly, filled with bydrogen
and rupplted with rell-recordiog rel-
ent!flc Inetrumente. One of these
little messengers wae diepalched from
Parly, secended the enormaus height
of nfine and & balf miler, and Was re-
covered in Belgium after a three days’
journey. The eilk covering wee mueh
injnred, but the inslruments were in
perfeot order,

The thermumeter showed thal the
balloon bed enconntered the extremely
low temperature of eighty-two de-
grees|Fsb renheit below zero,n nd—w hai
ie Btill meye rlgnificant, that this tem.
peratore {u lbe bighest strata wae al.
moel permanent, the diflerence be:-
lweenn night and dey being hardly
apprecliable. It will be readily under.
#lood that this fact opene up again the

question of the real origin of the hent]

experienced at the surface of the earth,
that i# a alne goe non of human and
animal 11fe.

A lheory that has become nlmost
populsr e that tha sun is a greal mass
of gaseons aubstances In ao nctive etate
of comnbustion and that the solar hent
rod lgbt which tfe earth rocelives
consiat of 20 much of the heat and light
raysas are arrested |n thelr passage
through space and refracted by Lhe
earth’s atmosphere. Accordiug lothis
by pothesls the sun la nn enormous
oven Into which werlda and frag.
ments of worlde are gooslantly al-
tracled and consumed, giviogj the
NECOREaTY hest to the revelviug
orbe, whish some day, o thelr turn,
perhnpe, will be uned as fuel in the
Rreal oenter of light and beat, ]It
18 [ariber pesumed thal the atmos.
pberos of all plapets of the syetem are
prolective enveloper, modltying the
Intevelty of the solnr heat duripg the
daytime and tempering Lhe severity of
the cold durlng the night when such
parte of their respective surfaces as are
euveloped io durknees nre turped
uway lrem the sun, Bhould it, how-
ever, prove correct that the heat is
least where lhe atmoephere is most
attenuated, Lthie theory musi be aban-
doned.

Another theoty is ihat the sun
imeimply a great magnet, whose revo-
lutlens in the sther excite activity in
that element, and that what we ex-
perlence as eolar beal is Lbe re.
et ol Lhe frlotlou of Lhe ether
a8 ita particles force n pasesge through
the atmosphere. It this suppositipn je
correpl, the hest would he Jessl where
the alr ta thinnest, and vice verss., Ii
1s well known that in low uepressione
¢f the earib, ue for instaoce, the Cola-
rado desert and the valloy of the Dead
aen, below the een level, the heat at
times is almcet oneoduranle. The deo-
8Ly of the atmosphere accounts for this
sntiefaclorlly oo the supposition Lhat
eolar heat is caused by the fricvion
io the sir, sud new Lhe testimony of

the hittle balloon reeme almost to seltle
the matter, *‘*Perhaps,’® says AD €X-
obange, from which some of theve {acts
are gleaped,**nothing stronger bhae heep
addnced, in favor of the Lheory than
the silent but indieputable evidence
which the Parlelap meteorological
balloon, the aerophlle, brought down
with it a few weeks ago from the unper
alr in the reoord rRbowlog thal where
only an attenualed envelope intervened
belween the delicste jpetrament mak-
ing the record and the sourpe of lizht
the temperatnre wap practically sta.
tionary night and day. This would
tseem Lo Imply tnat the solar raye are
ortzinally void of beat, und thut the
friction oreated by Lthelr pasenge
threugh the atmoephere le the troe snd
only eonrce of heal as we experlence it
00 the earth.”? .

Bbould it be estnhlished ecientlifically
ag e fact that the ceniral orbh in our
planetary aystem js not s grseous mase
In a stale of combustion, tho gques-
tion 1 afarally pressnts iteell
how far this fact interferes with the
evolationary theory of the prestion.
Acosrdiog lo thls onr part of th.
world wane first & gaseonr cloud whioh
cooled, contracted, exploded and thus
benastne A central run with planeis and
satellites. Is thle coneistent with the
suppoeed feael Lhat the sun iiself e
only a magnet vold of heat perhaps,
except as i} recelves it from some other
and larger fur, in the rame way as the
earth regzives it through sctlon on
the atmosphere?

Boient'sts are fond of Fear-
ing bypethetical structurey, but
tbhese often [all before the diecovery of
a eingle faol, sometlmes apparenlly
insigei1flonnt, such sa the recording of
thie temperature oy the serophile senl
up ftom Parls. Burer thao all bype-
theees is the knowledge received
tbhrough sncred writ abont the orea-
tioo, There {8 no cootrailetion of
any known fact in the almort sublime
stutemenl: “In the beginning Geod
created the heaven and Lhe earth,””
And if to this is added what from the
sume apurce has been revealed In
these latter daye Lthroogh the Prophey
Joreph, we have a spolotioo of the
greal problem ol creallon, worthy to
serve as a basis for the most prolound
sclentifiec research und ageceptable La
the falth pf the monat devout heart,

NARRYING A RAKE,

The young woman who becomus the
wile of 8 rake In the hope of reforming
bim seldom meete with anytbing but
dissppointment of the most polgnant
ohsracter, The mao who 1s thought
to need a wife to Fecall bim from die-
sipation e generally such a man as no
womao pan lrust with her peage and
happloese, No malter If tbe husbaod
be weslthy al the time of the marrlage;
the course purpued by tloh and poor
le in about the ewame directlon,
and fs on the dowoward grade,
Thia bas heen demonslrated onpee
more In the case of Mres, Gertrude
Fil'more, to her satlefaction st lessl.
four years ago she hecame the wife of
Jobn B, Fillmore In Denver. Bhe wap

————
youpg, tesleoted and hesutifuol, anq
belisved she eccu!d make home fg
atiractive that dissipated babits woulq
loee Influence over her husband, whg
was wenlthy., A year sgo they parted
and now she s sulng for divorce. Spa
says ber boeband has spenl $200,c0q

In riotous liviog end drinkipg:
thet  he Lok A core for i,
babite on two occasjops, bat weng

back to the old practicer; and thal g
the day they meparated be turned oy
Ltbe gas in the room where they slep
snd it wae only through a Walchmapy
detectlng the odor thal hoth dfi Dot
dle—eiuce which lime sbe dured pgy
riek bersell with him. Bhe biee learpeq
by experience the Jlesson thal many
youog girta would do belter to repn
and proflt by without travellag 1o 1he
same Lhorny path, The man Who doeq
nut rhow enotigh energy and Iutereal
in bimeeil to refr»in from bahiia ot
dleeipution j2 usually Ltoo much gof N
ioad for A womaan lo keep olit of hg
mlire of evil babite for lony.

FOR THE wOSPEL’S BAKP,

Elder George F. Taylor, wbe ia ]a,
boring as a misrjonary in Norih Caro,
lina, writes 1o a private letter that W1,
Jers Bake? and Winter were pug )y

Jall In Raleigh for preaching the Ggs,
pel, hut they were .releaiel pna 4
promlse to leave Lthe towp. They
were app:ioted Lo labor in thal plagy
on December 18t but encountered muu,
bltternees, resulting as ataled, [ in
atrapge Lhat lu a country where re.
ligions liberty i8 one of the preroga.
tiver of every citizen, medimval big.
otry etlll survives to the degree the gg,
tion of people o) Ralelzb indicates, The
Goepel cannol, however, be £onQuereq
by persecullon, The fact that there |g
much opposition inalocality 1e olten N
proof that there are many solle thepg
prepared to recelve the message,

BELIEF IN MIRACLES.

It is yot within the mamory of the
older members of the Church tbhag
when the Mormon KElders preaghey
Lhe girte of the Holy Bpirit, or mlraclea.
a8 i part of the fruits of~obedlence to
the Gospel of Chriet, the tdea wag
scouted, ridiculed and denounced by
modern Christendom. The Prolegsey
Churistiaos who [ived al the beginning
of thie diepensatioo bad heen taught
that miracles were done sway bepause
‘“no longer needed,’’ aitbough §n the
Church of Christ they are a primareont
feature for the benefit of the [(ajth,
ful. The ®no looger Deeded®
exciuee wae glven lo cover the faog
of the dlasppesrance of miracles
rerformed by divine authority, ang
whieh hat ceseed hecunss the sulhor,
Ity bad been taken away through
gensral apoetasy from vitsl pringiples
io the Christlan Churech. It wae, and
yel lr, un argument with Lhe gchurches
which grew up in the third apd sug.
ceeding centurles that as the young
lree In the orocbhard needed the pare of
a gardener unti] itjjbecame well rooted
and then could gel along Ilsell, o the
LChureh peeded miracles aod glfts in
Ite early years, till establlshed, and
then could do withecul thems, But
the force of the argument {e Joet 1n the



