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work, that no matter what might be
the ill of the sceptic or the infidel
in his efforts to tear down and destroy
the standards of Christianity that

every YOUung man might teel
as 1 felt myself, that no
matter what may be " their

theory., however plausible may appear
their reasoning, I know that this is the
work of God, regardless of these
things. 1 know that there is a spirit
and a power associated with what they
denominate Mormonism that Is beyond
and above the power and the natural
Intelligence of man. I have received
this testimony. But, in addition to
that, my voung brethren, we should
become s0 conversant with the prin-
ciples of truth, and also with the theo-
ries, If necessary, that are advanced
by the world against the true doctrines
of Christ, that we may be able, when
under the infiuence of the SBpirit of God,
to refute them and show thelr incon-
slatency by the light of truth.

I have often been impressed with a
few statistics that were published by
President John Morgan. several years
before his decease. He wrote, I think
to the wardens of the penitentiaries at
Detroit, and Joliet, 111, and Sing Sing,
New York, and he asked the gyestion
of the keepers of those government
houses of correction to give him a clear
and truthful statement as to what per-
centage of the convicts in thefr respec-
tive prisons could read and ~write: he
also wanted to know what percentage
of themm had an understanding of
grammar and rhetorie. When the
anawers came hack, if T remember cor-
rectly, they showed that there were
fully ninety per cent of all the crimi-

nald In those houses of correc-
tion that could read and wrlte;
and there were some — I think
seventy-flve per cent of them

—that were quite grammatical in their
conversation; n still smaller per cent
that had a very good understanding of
arithmetic nnd other branches, and
some of them were highly educated. I
remember the statcment by President
Morgan that there was a greater per-
centage of well educated people In the
penltentiary, compared with the whole
of the inmates, than there was out-
side of the prisons a8 compared with
the entire populatfon of the United
States, To me this was n great les-
gon. It was a lesson that impressed
me that the mere education of the in-
tellect 18 not sufliclent. Men may un-
derstand astronomy, they may under-
stand mathematles, they may be effi-
clent in the beautiful art of music.they
may be conversant with law and the
science of civil government as it ob-
taips in the nations of the earth, and
at the same time they may be corrupt,
they may be dishonest men, thelr mo-
tives may be impure in the sight of
God. -

No man, no matter what may be his
natural attainments, if he does not en-
joy the Spirit of the living God, if his
life s not circumspect, squared by the
principles and doctrines of the Son of
God, |ls a well educated Latter-day
Saint, he does not enjoy the ‘true light,
he is not a safe man to follow., An-
other striking thing In the history of
this work (s that when men—mo mat-
ter how prominent they have become
~have ceased to follow in the counsels
of. the Prophets of God, or have violat-
ed thelr envenants In any respect,
eapecially if It has been In & serious
meanner, they have ceased to enfoy the
Jight that comes from the Father.

" There s one man spoken of in the
Book of Mormon In connection sith
the Prophet Joseph Smith. You know
that Nephi prophesgied that of the gseed
of Joseph that was sold Inte Egypt in
the last days,.the Lord would ralee up a
Prophet whose name should be Joseph,
and his father's name should he .Jn-
geph; and he said that this Prophet
Joseph In the last days should not be

mighty in speaking, but he should be
mighty in writlng the words of the
Lord, 1ike unto Moses. And he says,
"God will raise up unto him a mouth-
piece llke unto Aaron.”” Now by read-
ing the Doctrine and Covenants, we
know swho that mouth-plece was. We
know the name of that man that en-
joyed 50 much of the Spirit, during his
faithfulness, that his tongue was elo-
quent and powerful; but when he
ceased to follow the line of his duty,
when he despised the day of small
things, when he became lifted up in
the pride of his heart, became jealous
of his associate, the Prophet, and be-
gan step by step to turn aside from the
course of rectitude wheh the Gospel
enjolned upon him, that man lost his
power, lost his Influence; he lost his
tongue of eloguence, and went down
into oblivion. I heard, many years
ago, President George Q. Cannon say
that when he was a boy he was present
in Nauvoo when that man stceod up be-
fore a congregation and sought to lay
his eclaims before the people to bhe the
guardian of this Church, and I re-
member distinctly that President Can-
non said, he spoke as he had never
heard him speak before, that la, his
remarks were characterized by weak-
ness, a lack of power and a loas of
what he had previously enjoyed.

These are lessons that ought to _be
stamped upon the hearts of the young
men. Such way-marks are scattered
along the path of the history of the
Church from the days of the Prophet
Joseph until the present time.

It 13 a testimony of the divime au-
thenticity of this work, that no man
has a monopoly on the mercy of God.
He may be ever so great in the eyes of
the people, he may be ever so proml-
nent in his position in the Holy Priest-
hood, but he must comply with the
conditions, as every man and woman
in this Church must do, In order to
retain the blessing and the favor of
God, WNo man has a monopoly on the
work of God. No man can sin with
impunity, No man can turn aside
from the path of rectitude, without
! meeting the consequences which are
specified in the Gospel of our Lord and
Bavior. S0, my young brethren, re-
member this, that while men may be-
come edueated in the world, they may
become powerful physzically, they may
' become powerful mentally, but until
‘they are educated spiritually and the
moral propertiea of their natures are
reached and touched and cultivated,
the anul {1 not educated, for ““the spirit
and the body is the soul of man.” It
is nnt complete without, and God has
provided that in thia Church, and f{n
'the glorlons plan of salvatton, the en-
tire sou] shall be educated in the ways
of truth, and In the knowledge of
things that are good and elevatine In
| the sicht of God. TRemember, there-
fore. that we should cultivate
Spirit of the I,ord In our hearts, and
kerp it ever as our constant gulde. Lay
Aside everything that would grieve
that Spirit, llsten to the connsel of the
, Bervants of nd, heed the warning
volere which they have given unto us;
and then T testity unto you. that the
donetrines of this- Chureh as stated by
the Lord to Jnseph. the Pronhet. will
he di=tifle~d upon your mindg as the
dews from heaven. and you will be
prool aeatngt sceptieism and Infldeli-

ty: and the day will cnme when the |

trong nnd dauchters of Zion rhall grow
up without sin unto salvation. God
Pblegﬂ you. Amen.
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, (Copyrighted, 1898, by Frank @. Car-
penter.)
Terre Haute. Ind.; Jan, 5. 1898,
I came to Terre Hrute to hnve a
chat- with a man who saw Thoman
Jefferson, who was dandled on the

lk::lees of James Mad!son, whose boy-,

the |

ish head was patted by Monroe, who
saw John Quincy Adams when he wag.
in the White House, and was serving
with him in Congress when he dropped
dead fn the hall of representativen,
This man was given political advice
when he started out in life by Andrew
Jackson. He knew Martin Van Burep,
He was one of the presidential electorg
who put William Henry Harrison ip
the Executive Mansion, and he refuseg
the mission to Austria when it was of.
fered to him by President Taylor. He
had close assoclations with Fillmore,
He was a friend of Frank Plerce ang
he knew well James Buchaban. He
served in Congress with Abraham Lin-
coln, and during the Iatter's presj-
dency he was his trusted f[riend. Hae.
knew Johnson; was a friend of Grant’g,
and during the presidency of Hayes her
was the secretary of the navy. With
the exception of George Washington
and John Adams, he was assoclateq
with every President of the United
States, so that today he forms, as ft
were, a bridge between the bast ang
the present.

The man I reter to ls the Honorable
Richard W. Thompson of Indiana. He
1 is now elghty-eight years of age, but
his Intellectual faculties are as bright
as they were when he managed the
navy of the United States, and his soup
is as young as when he was admitteq
to the bar, now more than Sixty-foup
yvears ago. Tall, straight and fine look-
ing, his blue eyes shine with life, hig
skin is as fresh as that of a baby, ang
the chief signs of his age are in hijg
sllvery hair and the slightly feeble way
In which he moves about from place tg
place. His volce was strong as he
chatted with me, and as I looked apt
him I could not realize that he hag
lived more than twice as long a3 I up.
on this earth, and I asked him the ge.
cret of his wonderful vitality, My,
Thompson replied:

“I suppose the secret of my goog
heaith is largely due to temperance {n
eating and drinking. I drink very
little, and I never eat anything that
does not agree with me. 1 was borp
vou know, in Culpeper, Va., and whep
I was approaching maphood the doe.
tors held a consultation over me ang
decided that I would die of consump.-
ition. They sald my only salvation wag
{to keep out of doors, and mY¥ fathep

made me take a horse and tour ovep
the mountalns to Kentucky. I did this
and spent the greater part of :w(;
years on horseback, coming home with,
much more flesh than when I started
and in excellent health. I don't think
the doctors knew what they were tali.

ing about, but I have no doubt the
horseback riding did me good.™
“I sce that .you use tobacco, My,

Thompson, as 1 pointed to the clgap
which he was smoking.

"Yes: I have smoked all my life, ang
most of the time to excess. Not long
ago I became subject to a sort of fitg
and the doctors told me that it was dug
to nicotine poison. They said I waa,
otherwise perfectly healthy. but that
my system was saturated wlith nico-
tine. I then proposed to stop my Bmok-
ing, but the doctors advifed me to re.
duce my limit to four cfgars a day.
have done this, and am now free from,
any bad tendencles of any kind.'

"Then the moderate use of tobacco ia
not 8o bad for one, after all?”

“l think man would be a egreat deal
hetter offt without it,” replied (ol
Thompson. "I have used It, but 1
have a strong constitution, and my
temperance In other things has epa-
bled me to withstand {ts bad effects,
I once chewed tobacco to excess, but I
have not used it in that way for fifty
years."

"Ifow did you come to 8top chewing,
colonel ?'*

*There {8 quite a story in that" was
the reply. 'You see, almost al]l young
men chewed tobacco fifty years ago. 1



