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we are met this morninmorning to at-
tend to one of those ceremonies
that are intimately connected with
human existence people general-
lyI1 feel reflective on sorrowful occa-
sionsif8 ons like the present and there is
something about the manner in
which this our beloved brobrotherthery
was taken from us that rather
tends to increaseJncrease this feeling of
commiseration not for the depart-
ed but for his family friends and
associations taken away in the
bloom of life and health without a
moments warning snatched off in
the face of hishig family and ushered
asasiit were immediately from this
world into another state of exist-
ence it produces feelings that are
more easily imagined than des-
cribedcroix d Howehoweververj my ideas in re-
lation to this matter are that SQso
long as we are prepared tto0 live or
to deeodiedle so long as we are living in
the fear and favor of the almighty
so longiong as weve are fulfilling the
various obligations duties and ies
possibilities that devolve upon us
it laIs a matter of very little import
nilvenilee how or in what manner we
leaveleavo this world and go into an-
other it isiiI i appointed for man
once to die and we can not evade
the fiat which fate has decreed no
persons have yet been able to avoid
the operations and summons of the
grim monster whenever his call
hashns been made and when we re-
flect upon the position that we oc
cupy upon it is analogous
in thistills respect to that of mamyriads
of human beings who have existed
before in various parts of the
world there have been a variety of
opinions about the resurrection
and about the state of man
after death but there has
been very little difference of
opinion about death itself the
mymyriads of human beings who have
lived upon this earth have all gone
in the same way that is more or
less some have died peaceably
and quietly in their beds others
have been submerged in the ocean
and drowned far from friends anaand
homes some in thetho violent strug-
gles of the battle field and some
have departed this lifelire after endur-
ing the agony and pain of lingering
disease there are phases assoc-
iated with human existence and
the departure of humanity from
this world that aroare moremoro pleasant
than others and we should like
generally if we could have our
way to make all preparation shave
everything arranged and to leave
this world bidding adieu to our
friends and companions as quietly
and easily as practicable NVwea
should all like this if we could have
our own way about it but we do
not have our choicecholee god moves
in a mysterious way we are told
and the dispensations ofprovidence
are inscrutable nor is it a matter
of very much moment accordiaaccording
to my ideas how or in what way
we leave thisthia world the great ob-
ject is and the great questions for
us to solve are are we prepared
have we framed a union with god
our heavenly father have we
obtained the forgiveness of our
sinssine are we living our religion
arearg we keeping itethe command-
ments of god have we made ar-
rangementsrangements for our everlasting as-
sociations with beings in the eter-
nal worlds if we have if this is
our position it matters but littlelittie
how or when we leave this world
that mastbe left for the almighty to
regulate and to decide upon

god in his eternal decrees has
ordained that all men must die but
as to the mode and manner of our
exit as I1 said before it matters
very little alpartAs part of the house-
hold and family of god as beings
associated with eternity as well as
time it behooves us to reflect and
that calmly and deliberately upon
our present position and our rela-
tionshiptionship and standing before god
our heavenly father these are
important questions for us to solve
and if we can solveboive them satisfac-
torily chenallthenall is right

these events that are continually
transpiring around and among us
convince us of the fallacy of all
earthly enjoymentsenjoyments as associated
merely with this life no matter
what our acquirementsacquirements no matter

whathat our talents or abilities no
matter what our wealth position
or circumstances luiu life we all have
to submit to the same grim mon-
ster hence the question naturally
comes to our minds why are we
thus situated we seem attached
more or less to this world we are
struggling and striving and grap-
plingI1

11 and grasping to possess the
tthingsn s of this world of what use
are thethey now to this brother
whosehose lifeless remains lie be-
fore us and yet our whole
lives and thoughts and energy
and talent are generally bent on
their acquisition in a short time
the body now lying here withI1
whose face we have been familiar
anandd whose company we have en
joyed will be yinglying up there en-
closedclosed in mother earth dust to
dust ashes to ashes the worms
preying upon his system and his
spirit gone into anotherancher state of ex-
istenceIs that which we see here
todatimeatodayto daday wwillal11 be our case in a short
time myriadsSlyrlads who have lived be-
forefor us havehavo gone the same way
where are the statesmen warriors
orators princes potentates emper-
ors philosophers and great men
whose names are found upon the
pages orof history they have gone
gone gone anuand we are all sliding
down the plane of time and hurry
into eternity this Is the position
of all men that ever have lived on
the face of the earth Is this our
abiding place then Is this the
land of our immortal eternal in-
heritanceherihorltancetancO not until a change
takes place and what of the
affairs of the earth the baubles
tinsel glitter and show the amemptyt
name and appearance of earthlyeart 11

things why just as a great anand
very sensible man expressed him-
self said he c when I1 am gone
you will build a monument over
iseineme and you will write upen it

I1 herehero lleslies the great

but if I1 could rise fromhrom thethi tomb
and could again speak I1 would
say

falso marble wherewhore
nothing but poor and sordid dust lies

there 1

so it willtwill be with alialfalfonof us with me
with you we shall soon all be in
that position I1 do not care what
our hopes aspirations or position in
life may be we have all got to go
through the dark valley of the
shadow of death we have all got
to appear before the tribunal orof a
just god to giveI1 an account orof the
deeds done in the body whether
those deeds have been good or evil

and in the various Cchangeshanges that
have taken place in ttheha cycles of
time as they have rereliedled forward
and as they will continue to take
place what of the earth what of
the men who have lived and died
and live againaga in and what of us
what are our position ideas and
prospectsets we believe that god
hasas spokenp0 an we believe that light
has emanated from the eternal
worlds we believe that god has
given us revelation for our guide in
timetim and to prepare us for an eter-
nal inheritance for this the gospel
has been preached for this the
elders of the church and kingdom
of godsavegod have gone abroad for this
we have gathered from distant
ands for this we build our
templestemples and our tabernacles for
this we preach and pray daily thatthatgod may inspire our hearts with
the spirit of revelation that ekaueman-
ates from him and that the holy
ghost the spirit of truth may rest
upon and dwell within us that
when wowe get throughgligil with this
time we may be prepared with
our progenitors and our posterity to
inherit an eternal exaltation in the
celestial kingdom of our god

and what is anything without
this do I1 mourn over ththatat man I1

no I1 do not I1 feel sorry for his
family I1 do not mourn over him
not a particle I1 would not shed a
tear over him he was a good man
a man who feared god loved his
religion kept the commandments
of god and walked humbly before
him he was a man who was hon-
ored and respected by the good re-
spected and honored of god and of
holy angels and it is all right with
him do I1 mourn that he is taken
away no we would like to have
our good men stishyy among us but
perhaps they have fi to do
in another sphere perhaps the
services of brother williams are
required somewhere else there
are other positions for men to occu-
py besides this earth wowe had our
existence before we came here we
came here to do a certa he
hasbas done bisandhis and gone perhaps

god required him and has taken
himhinn away all right we will say
it is the lordicord let him do what
seems him good

in regard to ourselves that is an-
other thing that we have individu-
allyI1 and personally to do with itis aallaliallrightalbrightright with him how is it with
us I1 talk to the livingjiving to those
who are in exlexiexistencestene who have
their volition and their will who
have the power of action and their
reasoning faculties and I1 say unto
them look where you will be in a
short time and ask yourselves are
you prepared ikelike him to meet
your god and to have an inheri-
tance in the celestial kingdom of
god these are the questions that
I1 would ask and I1 wouldveula say that
no matter what your positpositionon what
your wealth what your prospects
or ideas pertaining to ththisIs world
they are nonenond of them worthworth any-
thing except sanctified by godGodanaand
appropriated for the buildbuildingg up of
his kingdom and the establishmentament
of righteousness upon the earth

but the question is are we the
friends of god Is god our friend
are we living and walking in theth D

light of his countecountenanceilance do we
feel that our spirits feelings and
consciences are rightrigl before him
that we have consciences void of
offenseoffence towards god and towards
man these are some of the
thoughts and reflections that we
have to do with and it is for us to
think seriously calmly and delibe-
rately upon these things and to
act as wise prudent intelligent
beings that we may keep the com-
mandments

com-
mandmentmanmandmentsdmentS of godod live our relig-
ion and obtain an inheritance in
the celestial kingdom of god when
we shallshail have got through with the
affairs of time with which we are
surroundedsurroundedsedi

may god help us to be faltfaitfaithfulbrul
and 4keepbeep his commandments in
the name of jesus amen
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WHILE elder taylor was speaking
of the future condition of the de-
parted the words of a writer in the
book of mormon came to my mind
and I1 think that probably reading
it will be as appropriate on the pre-
sent occasion to refresh the minds5
of the saints in relation to their
faith and if there should be strang-
ers present it will give them an
idea of the faith of thetile latter day
saints in relation to the resurrec-
tion I1 think I1 say it would be as
appropriate as anything I1 could
say they are the words of jacob
the brother of nephinepal and are re-
corded in the second book of nephi
and ileth chapter speaking tote a
people who were theres jacob says

behold my movedbeloved brethren I1 speak
unto vonvou thesethesa things may rejoice
and liftaft up your heads for ever because of
the blessings which the lord god shall be
stow upon your children for I1 know
that ye have searched much many of youyon
to know of things to comecommetcommer wherefore I1
know that ye know that our flesh must i

waste away and die nevertheless in our
bodies we shallshail see god yea I1 know that I1

ye know that in the body hohe shall show
himself unto those at jerusalem from
whence we came for it Is expedient that
it should be among them for it behobeboyethveth
the great creator that he ereth himself
to becamebecome subject unto man in thith flesh 1

and die for all men that all men might be-
come subject unto him for as death
hath passed upon all men to fulfill the
merciful plan of the great Crecrestoncrestarstersten there
must needs be a power of xeresurrection
and the resurrection must needs come un-
to man by reason of the fail- and the fall
came by reason of transgression and be-
cause man became fallen they were cut off
from the presence of the lord wherefore
it must needs be an lninfinitealte atonement
save it should be an infinite atonement
this corruption could not putlint on ancorincorruptp
tiontiou wherefore the first judgment whichh
came upon man must needs hatehare remained
to an endless duration and if so this
flesh must hayehave laid down to rot and to
crumble to its mother earth to rise nond
more

0 the wisdom 0 f godtgodl his mercy and
grace toreor behold if the flesh should rise
no more our spirits must become subject
to that angel wildwho fell from before the
presence of the eternal god and became
the devil to rise no more and our spir-
its must hatehare become likeilke urtounto him and
wee become devils angels to a devil to be
shutout from the presence of our god
and to reman with the father of ileslies in
misery likeilko unto himself yea to that be-
ing who beguiled our firstdrat parents who

transformeth himself nigh unto an angel
of light and etiletli up the children of
men unto secret combinations of murder
and elleila11 mannenmannermannerownorof secret works of dark
nessnees

0 how great the goodness of our god
who pre a way for ouroun escape from
the crispcrasp of thisthie monster reajeaes that
mmonsteron ster death and hellheli which nalinailI1 callcali the
death of the body and also the deathcatheath of
the spirit and because of thetho way of
the deliverance of our gadgod the holy one
of iameisrael this death of which I1 hayehate spspo-
ken which is the temporal shall dellverdeliverdellver
up its dead which death is the grave
and this death ofbf which I1 have spoken
which laIs the spiritual death shallshill deliver
up its dead which spiritual death Is bell
wherefore death and hellheli must deiacldeliverlteriver up
theletheir dead and hellheli must deliverdellver up its
captive spirits and thetho grayefraye must deliver
up its captive bodies andind the bodies and
the spirits of men will be restored one toth
the other and it Is bby the power ofat the
resurrection of the 11holyOT

Y one of ismibmirraelisraeltl0 howbow great tho plan of ouroar godl torfor
on the ather bandhand theahe paradise of god
must deliver up the spirits of the right-
eous and the grave deliver up the body of

and the spirit and the body
Isift restored to itself again andawid all men be-
comecomecomo incorruptible and immortal and
they amare living soulsbouls having a perfect
knowledge like unto us in the flesh savebave
it be that our knowledge shall be perfect
wherefore wowe shall have a perfect knowl
edge of all our guilt and our ancieancicalineallnea8p

and our nakedness and the righteousu s
shall have a perfect knowledge of
enjoyment and their righteousness being
clothed with purity yea even with the
robe of righteousness

andanand it shallrhall come to pass that when all
mmen shall have passed from this first death
unto as
mortal they must appear before the judg-
ment seat of the holy one of israel and
then comein the judgment and ubithiihenthenen must
they be judged according to the holy judg-
mentjentofof god and assuredly as the lordllord
liveth for the lord god hath spoken it
and it is his eternal word which cannothannot
pabspass away that they who ariargare righteous
shall be righteous still and they who are
filthy shall aaeate filthy still wherefore they
who are filthy are the devil and his angelsingels
and they chair go away into everlasting
fire prepared sorcpr them and their torment
laIs as a lake of fire and brimstone
whose flamoflame ascendeth up forlor eteretee and
ever and hashsi no end

0 the greatness and the justness of ouroar
godl for he exeexecutecutetth4 all his words andanil
they hayehave gone forth out of hisahlshis mouth
and hibhis law mustmast be fulfilled butbat behold
the righteous the saints of the one
of israel they who have believed in the
holy one of israel theywho hayehave enduredred
the crosses of the world and desiadeslAdespisedsedbed the
shame of it they shell inherit the kingkifle
dom of god which was prepared for them
from the foundation ofbf thesthe world kudand
theirotieotteloyoy shall batalldetailbe tulituii foreverforeforc ren

0 the gicatness of the mercy of our god
the holy one oflof israeli for he delldeliyerethcreth
his saints from that awful monsterr the
devil and death and bell and that lake
of fire and brimstone which is endless
torment

0 how great the lollholinessnessnesa of our godl
for he airalf things and there is
not anything bayebate hebe knows it and he
cometh into the world that hebe may save
all men itif they will hearken intounto bikhis
voice torfor behold he ereth the painsvains of
all men yea the pains of every living
creature both men women and children
who belong to the family oAlkaldamdam and
hebe ereth this that the resurrection
might pass upon all men that all mlmightht
stand before him at the greatreat and judg-
ment

adg
day and he commcom mandethanderhaltaitali men

that they must repentrepents and be baptized in
his name having perfect faith in the holy
one they cannot bebb savedsated in the
kingdom off god andiaand if theyahey will not
repentrepeat and believe in his name and be
baptized in his name and endure to the
end they must be damned for the lord
god the holy one of israel has spoken
it wherefore he has given ia law and
where there is no law given there Is no
punishment and where there esno pun-
ishmentishment there Is no condemnation and
where there Is no condemnation tiletiie mer-
cies of the holy one of israel hatehae claim
uponlupori them because of the atonement
for they are delivered by the power of him
for the atoniatonementment the demands
otof his justice upon all those who havehate not
the lawliw given to them that they are de-
livered fromirom that awful monster desdeadeathth and
hell nd the devil and the lake of fire
and brimstone which Is endless torment
and they are restored to that god vhwho
gave them breath which is the holy one
orof israel

there is much more in this chap-
ter of A similar character very in-
structivetive to those who readreat and
have faith to believe the testimony
of this man

in speaking to you my brethren
and sisters who are familiar with
the life of him whose remains are
in our midst this morning I1 need
not say to you scarcely what our
views and hopes are concerning
him we know when a man dies
inasmuch as he dies faithful to the
truth having kept the command-
ments of god and obeyed the ordin
aucesances of the house of god as far as
they have been revealed and as he
has had an opportunity that he is
secure that his future is assured
he goes as we are taught to the
paradise of god there to await the
morning of the first resurrection
we know that his body will be
called forth from the dust and from
the tomb and that hisbis spirit will
reanimate it and he enter upon
that glorious condition of exlexiexistencestence

concerning which
have been made in this respect
thetho faith of the latter day saints
is not a chimera it is something
tangible

while I1 satbat here and listened to
the words of our brother the reflec-
tion came across my mind how
often we are called upon tpto partici-
pate in sad scenes like thetho present
and yet throughoutthrough jutiut all this terri-
tory anongamong all the latter day
saints there is this peculiarity
which was not witnessed in the
easeewe of our brother because of the
suddenness of his taking koflou but I1
have never yet found iuin any in-
stance where people have been sum-
moned hence uy death that there
Wwereere death and sorrow and feelings
of pain and anguish and dread
concerning the future as I1 have
witnessed elsewheree in the early
daydays of this church god promised
unto the latter day saints that
their deaths should be peaceful and
that the dread of death should be
taken away from them and after
forty four years experience we to-
day and in all the years that are
passed have realizedrealize the truth of
this promise

there is something tangible about
the faith which god has reverevealedaled
if I1 go forth believing in the lordjesus christ and am baptized for
the remission of my sins and re-
ceive the holy ghost I1 know that
I1 have done that which god re-
quiresaudres at my hands and if I1 should
diedle16 at suehsuch a time what have I1 to
feal itif thetile holy ghost has de
scented upon me it is19 a witness
and evidence to me that I1 have re-
ceived a remissremissionlobiob orof my sins and
that the promise of god has been
fulfilled to me and that thetile man
who administered that holy ordi-
nance to me was an authorized cprser-
vant of jesus christ

that was the case with brother
williamsbilliamsYi lliams his testimonies were of

theilia most remarkable character I1
have heard him speak about the
evidenceevidences of its truthfulness he hadbad
when he joined this church and I1
have been almost overpowered with
joyfoy that I1 lived in a day and age of
the world when god revealed his
mindmilidI1 and will unto man as he did
in ancient days A moriamore powerful
testimony probably could not be
heardbeard than has been borne so re-
peatedlypeatedly by our deceased brother
and then what why the spirit
of god rested upon him and impell-
ed him to leave his friends and his
former home and associations and
gather with the saints did he do
this because bomeiomesome mormon elder
told him it was right toti doltdoitdo it no
he did this becausebeca tiselise the spirit
and power of god rested upon
him and impelled him to do it
he was filled with joy and peace
in obeying this commandment
of god and it was so after
he came hereere in all the works that
devolved upon him only the day
before hohe died we hadllad a long con-
versationverbaterbationtinn about these things to-
gethergetherandand I1 trust I1 shall never
forget the spirit that rested upon
him and myself while talking
speaking about the unfaithfulness
of men he did not say in these
exact words but he conveyed the
idea to me that he would rather
die rather layjay down his ethanlifelif than
proproveve recreant to the principles of
the gospel which he had espoused
he valued them so highly more
than life and everything else on
the oaceface of the earth he hs done
all that he could do that powerbowewhich god promised or whichh
jesus tatherrather gave unto Peter when
he said that he should have the
power to hindbind on earth and it
should be bound in heaven and
thetheptheypowerower to loose orron earth and it
should be loosed in heaven has
been exercised in behalf of our de-
ceased brother he took a wife
and she was sealed to him by the
powerower of the holy priesthood and 1

1

Ehe entered into this holy ordinance
and obeyed celestial marmarriageringe as it
was revealed to him in the falness
of his faith although it was a trial
to him buthebut he was impelled todoto do
so by the power which rested down
upon him and he knew he did
that which waswag right he went
forward in obedience to the com-
mandmentsmand ments putting his trust in
god and I1 know as he knew and
still knows though gone behind
the vailallali that he has secured to
himself so far as his own worksworks

could secure through the grace
and atonement of jesus christ his
eternal exaltation in tiletiie presence
of god our heavenly fatherit is not a strong assurance or
hhopeopo that thetile latter day
have that they will receive theselthese
blessings in the eternal worlds butibut
when the promise is sealed upon
their heads that they shall coniecomi


