May 12.]

THE CELEBRATION
YESTERDAY.

THE celebration of the completion of
the Pacific Railroad came off in this
city, yesterday. The weather was
splendid and all clagses of citizens
seemed to be in earneséin participating
in the procéedings. Asnoon drew near,
—the hour appointed for laying the last
rail connecting theU. P. and C. P. lines
—the people seemed to be on the tiptoe
of expectation for the promised signal,

by telegraph, from the committes ap-

pointed by the Municipal Council to
reprezent this eity at Promontory Sum-
m1t, prii )

At about thirty-two miugutes past 12
o'clock, ¢éity time, the promised signal
came, and directly the national flag was

unfarled in various places, the brass and |

martial bands, stationed at advantage-
ous points, struck up lively airs, and
salutes of artillery were fired from the
Court House, City Hall and on Arsenal
Hill, giving warning to the citizens in
every direction that the great work was
accomplished. The principal business
places, stores and manufactories were
closed, and work suspended for the rest
of the day. In about an hour’s time,
the citizens began to assemble in the
New Tabernacle. At two o’clock there
were betweeen six and seven thousand
present.

On the Stand were His Excellency
Governor Darkee, Hons. G. A. Smith,
John Taylor, Wm. H. Hooper and Jno,
M. Bernhisel; also Gen. J. A. Clarke,
Bp. Edward Hunter, and the Commit-
tee of Arrangements, Aldermen S. W.
Richards,A. H, Raleigh and Gen. R. T,
Burton.

The Assembly was called to or-

der, and Captain Croxall’s brass band

played ‘‘Hail Columbia.”

Hon. Elias Smith was elected Presi-
dent of the meeting, A, M. Musser,
Esq.,Secretary, G. D. Watt and D. W,
Evans, Reporters, and Col. J. C. Little
Chaplain. |

After prayer by the Chaplain, the
following gentlemen were appointed a
committee to draft resolutions,; expres-
sive of the sense of the meeting on the
completion of the Pacific Railroad: Gen.
J.A.Clark,U.S.8urveyorGeneral for this
Territory; Col. W. 8. Godbe, Hon. J.
M.Bernhisel,A. W.Street,Esq,City Post-
master, and Col. J. C, Little.

Major D. B. Huntiu%dun’s martial
band played “Mill May.”” |

His Excellency, Governor Durkee,
was then introduced to the assembly,

_and made the following remarks;

Mr, President, Ladies and Gentlemen:
I am happy to meet so large a gather-
ing on this interesting oceasion. I am
not yet rested from the fatigue of a lon
journey, and but illy p to. ad-
dress you; but theoccasion isso glorious
and full of interest that I feel it a privi-
]e%a to say a few words. We meet to
celebrate a great event in connection
with the history, progress and develop-
ment of the United States of Ameriea.
The fathers of the Republic were pa-
friotic and progressive. They estab-
lished a liberal and free government—
free for enterprise, energy and progress,
and we have maﬂed ourselves, to some
?-.tant, of the high privilege bequeathed
O U8, |
We have reason to be thankful to the
Great Author of our being for the lot
that has been cast for us, We meet to
celebrate the eom Fletinn of the Pacific
railroad. Itistruly a glorious oceasion.
I am a firm believer in the principles

of free trade among the people of the

whole world, Theyseem to eradicate

rejudice; to enlighten the mind and to
uild up the intelleet.
A F:uple shut up in auew count
isolated from their fellows, are blockas
ttlﬁd, as itiwere, to progress, but when
oy
views change and they beco
the fact that all men belong to one
brotherbood and family, and hay
universal Father, Anﬂ._
this we are ready to take every manb
the hand and call him brother, .
less of blood and nationality. i
I know that some are of the opinion

one

| ence is felt not only
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that trade and commerce bring vice and
gin, but it is my belief that they tend to

social and intellectual culture—ecom-
merce is really a civilizing agent., For

{ what did God make the oc:an and va-
riety of climate? It was for the eleva-
tion of man and tofit him for his glor-
ious destiny,
the laying of the last rail, eonnecting
the Atlantic with the Bacific. 'The men
who have persevered in advancing and
completing this ﬁgantic, work are en-
titled to great praise., There is another
class who should not be forgotten—the
men who pioneered the way here when
| there were daungers and hardships to
overgome, ¥l _

I have great faith inithe future. I
believe as a nation we cannot go back-
ward, no matter what. may be the mo-
tives of men; we shall sdvanece in intel-
ligence, refinement, knowledge and
bhappiness, which is the great ultima-
tum of human existence, | Here weare,
comparatively speaking, in a wilder-
ness; but in a few years cities will
spring up on every hand, and the
Rocky Mountains will teem with a
popuiation of millions, who will look
back on this day and call the pioneers,
and the projectorsand builders of the
Pacifie Railroad, blessed.| |

We livein an interesting period of the
world’s history. We are setting a great
example. We have a free government
and free institutions; and their influ-
in the Uuited
States but throughout the world. The
struggle through which the Republic
has just passed shows that we are capa-

| ble of self-government and that the

:'hghts of all men must be respect-
I would like to go into the details of

mingle with each other their
me aware of |

the vast results that will follow the
completion of this great work, but I
am not prepared to doso. I know that
the subject is full of importance to us
and coming generations. - -

~ Mr.Chairman,I am grateful for the op-
portunity to express a fewhasty remarks
on this memorable oceasion. I hope
others are prepared to elaborate to the
fullest this interesting subject.

Brass band played ‘‘Railway Med-
ley.”

Hon. John Tayvlor, being introduced,
made the following speech:

In meeting

an oceasion like the present, we are

acting in unison with milliens of our

fellow-men who, to-day, and at this
hour, are engaged in commemorating
one of the greatest events in American
history. The enterprise which has just
been completed is one of the most
magnificent and important of its kind
that has ever been acecomplished by
man on the earth, whether we refer to
the magnitude of the work, the rapid-
ity of its 'progress and consummation,
or the stupenduous results aceru

therefrom. It is a work which i -
ests not only the denizens of Utah, but

all t

rld, spanning, as it does, a
migh

continent, uniting the Pacific

and Atlantic oceans, opening up direct

communication between KIurope and
Asia, and controlling the trade, com-
merce and travel of their nations.

When we reflect upon the events that

‘have transpired in regard tothe progress

of science during’the lastthirty or forty
ears, and then witness its culmination
n the completion of this great enter- |
prise, we see something so stupendaous

aboutit that we can searcely find words
to express our sentiments or give vent
to our admiration. -'

I ean very well remember the time
when there was no such thing as a rail-
road in ‘existence. I rode on the first
that was ever made, soon after its com-
pletion; that was between Manchester
and Liverpool, England. Now th
spread like a network over England,

rance, Germany and all Europe; per-
meate every available place in the Uni-
ted States, and this is the last grand
link in the mighty chain.

I can remember the time very dis-
tinctly, when there was no such thin
as gaslight, and when the people had to
glod along the streets at night by the

im light of alam%. I can. remember
the time when theére were mno such
things as steamboats in existence, when
the ocean had to be traversed exclusive~

ly ba’ sailing vessels, and wuen boats
— | had to be rowed along the rivers against

the stream ordrawn by horses. Now
our leviathans traverse the ocean wi
\2in 8 easure; while

our rivers and distri-

¥ bute their
when Wefeel | of the o argosian cargoes to every part

. &%g ou remember the
time n'there .qf‘zn'ﬂtelepipha in
operation, and when the idea of con-
veyingthought from one city to another,

and from one continent to another by the |

VWe are here to celebrate |

together to celebrate

8 raging waves at .
St nno’gzgga t:lrm m; pificent palaces float

I

!
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|

|

aid of electricity, iustantaneously, would
have been considered magie, superhu-
man, and beyond the reach of  hu-
man intellect, enterprise and ingenuity.
Yet these things have all been accom-
plished in our day.

In former times, if
a man wanted his

portrait painting he

163
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| tors nf‘ this magnificent enterprise, east

and west, have been vieing with each
other in ascending the rugged paths
which lead to our mountain home, The
great struggle with each bhas been
to reach Salt Lake Valley first. Con-
gress, after deliberating upon it, has de-

had to search for an artist of talent in | cided that *“‘at, or near Ogden in Utah

order to get a
his own face or

retty fair specimen of | must be the junetion.”
gure, and had to sit for | the great key-stone, uniting an

ere is placed

per-

hours; now it can be accomplished.in | fecting the grand arch which spans the

one instant of time by the science of
Ehutugraph and the various phases it

as assumed,~—making the light of the
sun develop the human countenance or
figure, or landscapes of different varie-
ties with infallible aceuracy.

All these things seem to have heen
brought into action in a very short time.
The great changes that have transpired
inour day are wonderful to refleet upon
and exhibit a great development in arts
and science, the expansion of the human
mindin the march of intellect, and point
to the development of yet greater econ-
(quests over the elementsofthe earth,

A few years agoa number of us left |

what was then called the United States,
and came out here into the wilderness.
We came with oxen, and for years it
took from three to six months to have
intelligence conveyed from the States
here, for it was brought by ox. teams.

—

1

continent. The magnates of both di-
visions bave met and placed the last
tie,laid the last rail, and driven the lasi
spike in Utah, thereby completing the
grandest engineering and mechan-
lcal ‘achievement of the nineteenth

eentury. "Now ' the ‘“jron horse’
from ' the ' Atlantie, leaving  the
east, can ' traverse unobstructed

the great’ western plains, dash through
our mountain gorges, defy the rugged
heights of the Sierra Nevads, and lave
hissmokiog nostrils in the peaceful
waters of the broad Pacific!

I am not disposed to enter, at this
time, into a disquisition on the great
benefits that = will acerue to trade and
commerce,and the increased intercourse
that will be epened up, not only be-
tween one part of the United States and
another, but between far-off western
and eastern nations., But I' will say

It was not thought then, by the inhab- | that I am proud to see that America

itants of the eastern States, that an
such thing as a railroad or telegrap

line would ever pass through this deso- |

late, barren, and, I was going to say,
God-forsaken region. It is true thatas
we came_ along here someof us talked of
the practicability of the thing, and
sometime after, when we were organ-
ized in a politiecal capacity, we sent a
petition to Congress representing to

them the feasibility of a railroad, andl

requested their attention to it. I be-
lieve it is in the programme that that

petition shall be read over in your hear-
ing to-day. (Applause), |

Thecitizens of Utah havealways been
interested in anything that would tend

to human improvement, to the devel- |

opment of the arts and sciences, the ex-
tension of trade and commerce, the
shortening of space or anything calcu-

lated to benefit humanity; consequent- |

Lyﬁi as they hcixt:rged Es, ynnltgnuw, Eith
ng prophets, we began to prophes

about a railroad being bniltpthmugﬁ
these mountains. But many of us

could scarcely believe our own predic- | here, to enter my
tions in relation to it, or that they | things and to testi

would so soon be realized.

F
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gla work of immense labor.

| in its place and the last

As time rolled on this project began | road myself,

to gain influence over the minds of men,
and they began to reason about it, to
write about it, and to s about it;
by and gﬁ it got into Congress, and
finally a bill was passed for making a
railroad across this vast eontinent. -
Some time ago a telegraph line was
made that was capable of uniting Eng-
land and the United States; 3
had found an El Dorado h
West; where great nuggets of gold and
the idea began to crawl into men’s
minds that it might be possible to unite
the eastern and western portions cf
this continent with an.iron chain, and
to marry the Atlantic and Pacific
oceans. At first it seemed like a dream;
‘but now the thing is accomplished; the
last rail is laid, the last spike driven.
ause.) I think I am right in

the cw:;a of the United States and of | silver were found in every direction,

(Appl
-Etﬂéﬂlg this. Our committee -informs

me that they have got the information
that the last tie is laid, the last rail put
(Applause.) And oLty

use.) And, very emblematically,
cuﬁ?n ng from the land of gold and silver
they have brought a silver mounted
tie and bound it together with a aFi ke
of gold, (applause) emblematical of the
wealth that this railroad wonld intro-
d uﬂeﬂ for, as His E:;:elle?dcy the Gﬁ:i'er'-
nor has very properly said, everything
that tends to facilitate the intercourse
of man with man has a tendency to pro-
mote the wealth, happiness and well-

being of the nations, and of the|

world.

The construection of this road has been
Many of
you whom I see here, know about it;

ou and I have been there and-helpeci

do it. We have taken the spade and
shovel, the piek, plow and erowbar;
we have toiled and delved into the
gruund, riven the rocks asunder, torn
own the mountains, levelled the val-
leys and made a pathway for the ‘“‘iron
horse.’”” (Applause,) feel proud of
the position that we occupy in relation
to this matter, They talk sometimes in
Pennsylvania, about that State bein
the keystone of the United States, It
is said, by some, that Utah holds the
keys of this continent; but in relation
to this railroad we may very properly
call Utah the keystone; it is certainly
the grand centre. (Applause.)
The intrepid and energetic prosecu-
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same statement made by
as we | others who have passed alon
in the [ impossible forany one to m

has taken a step, which is foremost
among the nations of the earth, inac-
complishing one of the most gi antic
enterprises that ever was entered upon
by man. (Applause.) I am proud to
say,notwithstanding the how 111? and
fault-finding that we have heard lately
from Washington and other parts, to
the contrary, that the railroad is a good
one; that it has been well constructed;
that great wisdom, intelligence, fore-
sight and engineering talent have been
displayed in its construetion; and in
speaking to-day with Hon. W. H.

ooper, who has just passed over if, he
tells me that three-fourths of the road
from Omaha to this city is the best road
he ever traveled on; (applause) and
not only so, but that it is the best
equipped road, and that the faecilities
for traveling in comfort are equal or
better than any he has met with in
anf part of the United States.

1 take great pleasure in saying this,
because of some seurrilous reports I have
read in the newspapers, and I wish,
rotest against these
y to their falsity. 1
have not traveled over the whole of the

but I know it, so far as we
are concerned inmit, I take from the
head of Echo right down, through the
Weber—the roughest parton the whole
line—I do know, myself, from personal
observation, that there never was a bet-
ter grade laid in any country in the
world. (Applause.) I have heard the
hundreds of
it. 1t is
e a better
or more even road than that through
the rough Cafion of Echo and the still
rougher Cafion of Weber.

I wish to speak a little further on this
subject, because I am now speaking of
things that I know,gsand which have
come under my personal observation. I
know that the bridges built on this road
by Sharp & Young and by myself, for [
have built some seven or eight, eontain
as good masonry as you can find on any
railroad; and I know they are not
slightly put up. I have been ecalled
upon, time after time, when the foun-
dations were being laid, and the ground
was not considered sufficiently solid, to
tear them ufv agairn and have them laid
deeper, until they were considered sufli-
ciently strong and permanent. On low
grounds I have been instructed to place
in brush and rock to strengthen the
grade, and great pains have been taken
to embank therivers with roek to pro-
tect the grade;<large canals have also
been cut to convey the waters of the
mountain streams to the rivers, where-
by they might be more easily controled.
It may be said, however, if that is the
case, what is the reason that some of
these bridges on the Weber are giving

way? I would remark that these are
simply temporary bridges; they were
placed there only until more perman-

ent structures could be erected in their
position. Some may say, was not this
an unnecessury outlay? Certainly not.
It was requisite that these, or just such
structures, should be placed there,
whereon to build the ?rmanent bridg-
es; they were required to steady their
work and place the permanent bridges
in position. I do not profess to be
an engineer, but I do ,profess to un-
derstand this; and I say, if the Com-
any have been delayed in accomplish-
pg all they desired, I think, when the
magnitude of the work that has been
accomplished and the short time in
which it has been done, is considered,



