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are, but il he comes on Seidis Fjord
{Seithis Fjorth) he will meet with many
from the Westmanna Isles {Vestman
Og1) and they know most of the people
who are in Spanish Fork. [f he comes
to Vestman Oene (the Westmanna Isles)
the pilot, Hannes Johnson, has a mar-
ried sisterin Spanish Fork,and is an old
playmate of mine and dear to me as a
brother.

First and foremost of all on those is-
ands is Dr. Thorsteinn Johnson. Heis
a bighly educated man, of extraordinary
intelligence, and broad and’ liberal
views. He has been from 1he first a
staunch and faithful {riend to our peo-
ple, and always in the past stood up for,
demanded and protected thetr rights,
aod 1oday he is the most respected man
in that community and ranks among the
foremost men in the whole land. He is
a self made man, a poor hut homnest
man's son- He has at least on one oc-
casion contradicted a villification thar
appeared in one of the papers about our
people. When [ was a poor, parentiess,
homeless and crippled boy, he took nre
and gave me the instruction in the Eng-
lish tongue that enables me to write this
sketch, and the pupil is never above his
master. He speaks Danish as well as
his nalive tongue, as also French and
German, He has not had much oppor-
tunity to talk English, but he is an ex-
cellent English scholar.

On those islands, any ore ¢can poibt
Brother Jenson out the place called Bri-
ruurd, where the first peraocns who em-
braced tne Gospel in Iceiand were bap-
tized. They can also show ums a ledge
of rock. or rather a bluff, on an isle
called Ellirey, where when fifteen years
old I fell over down into a mass of big
boulgers over eighty feet below. gt
does indeed appear impussible that a
man who fulls 10to a solid mass of rocks
—eighty feel fall—can live and be able
1o do most ali kinds of work, yet that is
the case wilh me, and I can easily prove
it, not only by the people in those isles,
but by people in Spanish Fork. Most
peopie in the seaport towns of Iceland
taik good Danish. :

Among other curiosities that Brother
Jenson ought to sce if be goes to those
isles, are Hundradsmanna Hellir {Tne
Hundredmen's Cave) where one hun-
dred people hid themselves wlen pirates
from Algerna came to the islands about
the latter part ot the "seventeenth cen-
turn, as also a shell in a rock calied
Thorlaugargerdis Hilda, where several
hundred saved themselves on the same
occasion,

The chief wonder of these isles is the
isle Sulnasker, which 1akes its name
trom the abundance of the Solan geese
that have made it their home. It is four
square, and stands on tour legs as a
tabte. 1t stands over three hundred feet
above the sea, when i is highest, and
under the center of il the sea is over
ninety feet deep, and its size is about
one fourth of an English mile each side,
not lar from square. I think Brother
Erick Hanson and Bjarni B. Sveinson n
Spanish Fork have climbed to ihe top
ot it.

If Brather Jenson should come to
Beykjavik there are two intimate friends
of mi.e, John Thorsteinson, the son of
Dr. Thorstein Jobnson and Jobn Arna-
son, both from the Westmanna Islands.
I think also that two brothers from
there, old friends of mine, Harold and
Axel Muller, are also in Reykjavile.
Bjorn Johnson, the editor of Isafold, the

government organ, also knows me
through Dr. T. Johnson and my corres-
pondence to his paper. I write thisto
the NEWS so as to be sure that it will
reach Brother Jenson. Private letters
I know not where to address to.

As undoubtedly he comes 1o Copen-
hagen, I would like for him to call at
the office of the Icelandic Literary
Society and ask for Mr. Vaitzr Gudmun-
son. e isa close relative of Brotber
Hjalmar Bjarnason in Spanish Fork.
Mr. Valtzr Gudmundson was the man
appointed by the government of Den-
mark 10 accoinpany the seven hundred
years old Vellum Flatezabok to the
World's Fair in Chicago, where the ac:
count of the discovery of America by
Leif Erickson is chronicled. He could
show to Brother Jenson not only that
Vellum but others over six hundred
years old. One is in the Royal Library,
and the other in the Arnie Magnean one.
They contain the complete laws of the
icelandlc Republic and were written
about thirlty years previous to Iceland
loosing her independance asa nation,
which took place a little after A. D. 1270.
The World’s Fair year 1 give a briet
discription of those Vellums and their
contents inn the DESERET NEwS,

I have now lying before me a volume
printed vertabim et literim after one
of these law vellums, and {t is really a
great book. The tamous German Prol-
fessor Konrad Maurer has wrnitten
masterly essayes on it, in Encyclopadie
der  Wissenschaffen und Kunsbe
Quellenzeugnisse.and ther pnblicaiions.
it has never been translated 1nio English
but if circamstaoces allow, and do
not die for some years yet, I hope it
will be. 3

Elder Jenson should, if he comes to
Iceland, not tail to visit Thingvoli, one
of the most famous places in the world.

JoHN THORGEIRSON.

—_—

WORDS OF A BROTHER.

Following is a letter written by Elder
J. W. Musser to lis hrothers, Barr W.
and Frederick $. Musser. in this city-

CHATTANDOGA, Tennessee,
July 17th, 1596.

A tew spare moments ale due me, and
I wish to devote them to a good cause,
a cause which ever is near my heart, and
is my sou ’s ambition. Seldom ever does
a day pass that my thoughts do not,wan-
der bome in anxiety for your tuture wel-
fare-—your course in life and your devo-
tion to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. You
are endowed with the best parents on
the earth, and they have taught vou and
plead your cause as mone but faithful
parents can do. The seeds of love and
ubedience have been planted in your
hearts, honesty and honor characierize
all the teachings of your youths, and
God has reflected His blessings upon
you. You are clothed with the Priest-
nood, an honor to be envied by tle
great men of the nation today  Kings,
rulers, presidents none of them can
claim the boon given vou, You are liv-
g in the midst of Zion, environed by
influences conducive to xood trawming
and intetlectual, moral and spititual de-
velopment You bave Sunday schools
that outstrip those of the world o all
particulars; you bave your associations
that are far superior to any I have yet
seen oul of Uhah; your Priesthood meet-
ings, reading societles and faith promot-
ing exerctses are such as only Latter-
day Sainis enjoy. It is the ambition of

father and mother and those gf
brothers and sisters who have alread

grown up to maturily that you apg thy
rest of the children constamly devel S
in true man and womanhood, and honoi:
your God and your parents. [ fee) &

though I would willingly give "-Wenas
years of my life could I see my brolhew
and sisters fill the measure of thejr crrs:
alion taithfully,and pass from thig Sphefe
of existence into the celestial glory, 1
have no fear of you hoys not SQCking’ e
be good and true to your callings, But
there are so many temptations sUrround-
ing you now. hat was once a Zign oy
us has many of the temptationy of a
Babylon, and greater exertions myst be
put forth if you would remain taithful

You are surroutided by many evil in-
fluences.  Satan will try and tempt you
in ways tbat will require great wisd
and strength on your part to detegy. He
will murder your innocence if pogsible—
consign you Lo ulterruin il he can  The
key to vour deliverance is thi,; Hongt
the Pricsthood of God, with those who
preside over you, and by all means ghe
and honur and love your parepts ny
you will do this, Satan will haye’ -
power over you, but the angel of hight
will shape your destiny eacn day. I
you ace 1y doubt or in trouble, dg ag [
have successfully dode on many gega-
sions—go0 10 your privatejclosets and ask
God for light, wisdom and power, You
will ger wnat you usk forin rigieous-
ness.

1 want to impress the fact upgn your
minos*that soon you wil boih be cajled
into the torcign mussionary fielg Yo
are now fhissionalies, but your lagea
will be extended. I want you to con~-
sider the fact that before vou your ejder
hrothers bave fulfilled honorable mis-
sions, and that our dear father hag spent

our

 sonie seven years in the world batthing

against error, and today, whi

hoirs enleehie his frame, e wor ks Bra
in the interests of Zion. Our mothers
are missionaries, working in the temple
lor the salvation of the human tamily
who have died and almost become for-
gotten; and working at home, training
the young minds of the children which
God has Elessed them with, No greater
calling can be given a cevoted mother
than that ol modeling the character of
her children, But I say our parents have
and are performing faithful missions- in
their order. our brothers have added
their strength to the work, and you will
be called upon 1o carry the banner of
truth among those less favored, who are
in darkness spiritually, and in many in-
stances intellectually.

For this grand achievenient and un-
dertaking I would have you prepare
yourselves. Develop faith, seek for
wisdom, work for intelligence and atall
times honor your callings in the Church
of God. Many missionaries who come
into the world have never applied them-
selves at home as you, I hope, are now
doing They are not prepared to per-
form their dulies, and become diseour-
aged, {requently, and go home in dis-
honor. You should siudy good hooks.
Take up the Book of Moron, and learn
a little each day. Leamn something cach
day. The succes:ful financier saves
something each day, be it only one cent,
for you knuw the vast ocean is made up
of 1iny streams that play down the
mountain side. The successful philoso-
pher learns a little each day, and by the
constant storing away of knowledge be-
comes a mighty power among the chil-
dren of men.



