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DELIVEBED

In the Tabernacle, Sall Lale City,
Sunday Afternoon, May 27, 1883,

REPORTED BY JOHN ITRVINE.

It is some weeks since I have had
the opportunity of meeting with the
Baints in this Tabernncle, Our time
has been epent in visiting the varf-
ons fettlements north and south,
and has been spent most agreeably
in holding quarterly conferences., A
great change hzs been effected in
our Territory within the past few
yoars in furnishing {acilities for
traveling fo and fro and visiting the
settlements which were once quite
remote from thisclty. I have no
doubt that these visits are appreei-
ated by the people who nre visited,
They certainly are by thore who
make tho visits, The growth and
the development of the people, thelr
increase in the knowiedge of those
principles that pertain to ealvation
a3 well a8 to thie earthly existence,
ia 8o apparent that it is exceedingly

every emergency. And that which
is true concerning Individoals i:
true concerning this entire people
in thelr collective capacity. As
difficulties have JIncreased, aa ob-
stacles have had to bs overcome,and
the condition of affairs has cbanged
and seemingly grown more thresat-
ening, they have had setrength and
grace and power given unto them
commensurate with the trials they
have had to meet. And God’s hand
bas thus been manifested in the
most wonderful manner in the eyes
of those who believe and who have
had faith, and they have had causes
for thanksgiving and praire to Glod
every day that they have lived,
Now, the whole wozrk from its in-
ception until the present thne is s
marvel and a wonder. It msy be
termed phenomenal in the earth,
It is unlike anything eire that we

know of. It differs from every other
eystem that is extant smong men.
There are features ocnnected with
it which cannot be witnessed any-
where else, Human natare exhib-
its ftself, it may be sald,in new

atifying to witbess it. The Lord
Every vislbly working ont Hisgreat
designs and purposes in connection
with thia wotk with which we are
idertified. Every one who §s con-
neoted with the work and who rea-
lizes 1ts ¢haracter does seek, as I be-
lisve by obeervation, more diligept-
1y to comprebend the nature of the
({Jt'ma and responsibilities which
rest upon him or her., The varivus
orgenizations 1o the shape of Pri-
mary Aesoolatlons, of Bunday
Bohools, ot Mutual Improvement
Associstions, of Relief Bocieties, as
well as the meetinge of the various
quorums of the Priesthood, are aill
having 8 very marked effect,fas I
c¢an oveerve myself, upcn the
ple. Iprobably am in a better posi-
tion than many to judge of the eftect
of these organizations; for the rea-
won that it hae not been my privi-
Joge to visit the settlements cf late
eira go extensively as some c¢f my
rethren, I notice a great ircrease
of zszal, of devotion, and above 8]l of
knowledge concerning the work of
the Lord and the labors connected
therewith, AndI am thankfal that
this Isso, jor certainly with the
Increase of the facilities fo
which I have referred .in
our Terrltory, there has been = cor.
responding incresse of eviis which
have to be contended with nnd over-
eome, and knowledge and under-
atand’ing and wisdom sre necesssry
an the part nf the Tatter.day Bainte
o enzble them to cope successfully
with these evila, In our former
condition of isolation it was nota
maiter of euch great moment for
the people to be trained ans they now
gre. ‘I'bey were not exposed to the
infinences of an adverse and hostile
eharacter like they are to-day. With
the change In clreumstances there
hns come a corresponding chiange, it
may be said, in strictneesof organi-
zation, and, as 1 bave remarked, I
am happy to say s corresponding in-
crease of knowledge, We have
many things to cope with at the
Jresent time, which those who re-
_sided here 23 years ago knew little
or nothing about, Andit isan ex-
cellent feature of this system which
God has establisbed, that it is 8o ad-
mlirably adapted to ail tbe gircum-
astances which wnay surroond the
children of men. God bestows wis-
dom according to the oceassion and
to the necessities ¢f thecace, snd He
gives atrength and pover to those
who seck after them in the right
irlt. He has done 8o from the be«
.'; dnlng and He will do so untii the
&na.

‘When the Eiders of this Church
have gone forth and preached the
Gospel, calllng upon the inhabl-
tants of the earth to belleve in the
Lord Jesns Christ and repent of
their sins nnd to be baptized for the
remission of them, these who sub-
mitted to these requirements re-
ceived the strength and the grace
necessnry to enable them to contend
with the difflculties which immedi.
atoely sarrounded them., God poured
ont His spirit apon them. God gave
unto them & tesiimony concerulng
the truth of tie work with which
they had identifiled themselves, He
‘gave unto them the strength neces-
pary to overcome all the obstacles
whichlald in their pathway, and
they were filled with joy and peace,
snd from that day ontii the presentg
the man or the woman who has
thus bowed in submizzlon to the

peo- | topic of unflagging interest,

forme. Characteristica are develop-
ed in connection with this work
which may truly be sald to be
ultique, ¥ ou cannot witneas their ex.
hipition among any other people,
nor In any other land. And itias
temarkable thing that though the

Latter-day faints number 20 few,
comparatively speaking, thete iz no
topio to-day that can be broached
in the hearing of any of the people
of Christendom that exocites the in-
terest that “Mormonlsm” does.
And yet If you ack men the reuson
of this it wonld be difficult for them
to account for it. They only know
that the fact existe;that to them
and to the world at large it is a
The
“Mormons> are looked upon a3 s
peculiar people. Let a “Mor-
mon’? {travel anywhere In the
United 8tates or in Europe orin
other lands, and it be known that
he is p *“Mormon,” he will attract
more sttention than any other man.
Why is thia? Ie it because the peo-
ple are eo numercut? Is it becaose
they are so wealthy? Is it becanse
they exerclse such poiftical power?
Is 1t because they wield such influ-
ence in the aflairs of the children of
men? No, it eannot be said that
any of these cauees exiast to any ex-
tent, The “Mormons’” are not a
numerous pecple. The ¢ Mormons”
are not a wealthy people. The
#Mormons’do not wield politieal in-
Auence to any exteit, nor influence
of any other character outside of
their own soclety. What, then, ia
it that that constitutes this, I may
8ay, attractiveness or this interest
in men’s minds concerning this or-

anization? ¢Oh,” says one, “ft 1s

SCEUB0 YOU mArry more wives than
one. You believe in plural marriage,
and that excites intereat and causes
talk and atiracts attention; ft is
that that makes you so noticeable.”

Perhaps so, But it 13 not many
Years since we did not belleve in
this, since Jt was not a practice of
this Charch, and yet in those days
¥ Mormon”’ was as much an object of
curioslty as he is to-day—that Is, in
proportion to the celebrity that at-
tended the name, *Mormoniam”
was a8 much talked abourt according
to the extent it was known as it ia
to-day. It excited as much curicsi-
ty. It arotsed as much hatted. It
called forth as muach persecutlon, in
fact, the most severe persecution
that, as a poople, we have ever en-
dured we received prior to the an-
nourcement by our Choreh that we
believed in this peculiar doctrine. I
have no doubt that our espousal ang
advocaey of this dectrive has given
us coneiderable notoriety. Ii has
added to our celebrity. But our ce-
lebrity has not conslsted aione in
Ibls, Aslbave rematked, our or-
ganization arcueed ae deep an-

tipathies prior to the revelation of
this doctrine as ft has sver done
since, ,

Now, We havoe our own method of
acconnting for this great Interest
that is taken In this work, Itls
admitted too freely for the
truth that we are an illiterate peo-
ple. Tt is said that we are under the
conirol of impostors, shrewd men,
who lead the mssses and bend them
to thelr will, This fa said concern-—
Ing us every where. To [account for
the ingathering of the people from
the nations of the earth men have
reconrse to many theories, or to
eeveral at least, one of which is that
our Elders go ont to the lgnorant
and vnlearned and the down-trod-

requirements  of  the  Gospel
f the TLord Jesua Christ
ker « been rusiained,  upheld,

den and depict in glowiag colors the

all the wives tbey want when they
come here, they Indace the Jgnorant
hordes of Europe to come to this
country. This is one of the popular
methods of accoanting for the in-
gathering of the people from the
nations of the esrth. and their ad-
heslon to the “Mormon? cause,

Well, now, if this were troe, |

wonld consider it one of the greatest
miracler ever wrought among men;
for this reason, that people influ-
enced by euch notions could not be
held together in a Iand like this, It
would be an Impoesibility to bind
people together in such bonds as ex

ist among tbe Latter-day Baintsin
Utah Territory it tbey were yeople
of this character. They would fall
to pieces by thelr own corruptione,
There would not be any cementing
influence among them to hold tbem
together one month if there were
the inflnences which drew them
here, But no observing man or wc-
man who travels throwgh this Fer-
ritory snd mingles with the people
can be deceived by any such non-
sence ag this, They would ree In a
few daya that there was eome other
{afluence, that there was soma other
power, tha{ there was u prlnelple of
union amony this people that conld
oot originate in such a syastem as
“Mormonism” is populatly repre-
sented.

What, then, ja it that caus.s the
Latter-day Sawmte to be s0 much no-
ticed? Whatisit that basdrawn
them together from the va-ious na.
tions of tbe earth and producad this
phenomenal condition of aitairs that
wo Witness here? Is It the shrewd-
ness of men? Isitthe powerand
autbority of men? Then for.God’s
sake and for the sake of suffering
humanity let some men band them-
selves together and do, in the name
of God and true religlon, that which
the Latter-day tSaints are accused of
doing in the name of imposture und
talse religion, Mere is an opporto-

He prayed to the Father that they
migbt be one a» He and the Father
were one, angd not onjy that they
might. be one, but that those who
thould believe in thelr wordes might
be one aleo. That prayer of tbe
Bavior wad snswered upon Hls dls
clples. They were distingunished
everywheie for their oneness and
for tueir Jove, and wherever
they went preaching the Gespel
that Jesus commitied unto them,
those who obeyed their teaching
and submitted to the erdinances
which they adm{nistered received
the same spirit.

Now, it is a remarkable feature of
thir organization called the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 8alnts,
that the eame effects follow the pro-
clamation of its prineciples; notin
one land, but in every land where it
has Leen carrled by the Eldera of
thix Church.

When Joseph Smith in his youth
had revealed to him that God was
about to restore the old Gaepel In jts
apclent power and simplicity, and
accompaufed by ity anclent gifts,
and was fold that the suthority to
administer ite ordinances should also
be restored, It seemed, [ suppoze, 1o
look &t it natuially at that time, an
thovgh i wonld be an impossible
thing to gecomplish. The earth was
fu'l of rellgion, ao called. Thers
wero zny number of men professing
to be followern eof Jesms Chrlst,
any number of men professing to

ve His  ministers, professing
to have the power and autherity to
administer the ordinancea of Hias
Church, unt!l men were actuslly
confused and distracted in their
thougbts — and eapecially when
they came to relect the form of doc-
trine that they wanted to espouse—
by the multiplicity of eects, each
one claiming to ba the true churcn
of Christ. But Joseph Bmith was
told that this wonld be the cileot
when Glod would reveal His Gospel.

nity for Christendom to test this
matter. They have learning, thay
have wealth, they have ever,thing
attheir back—the popular secis,who
claim {o be orthodox and to worship
(Fod according to the Bible and to
divine troth, have all these-~if they
can do, in the name of God and troe
religion, that which we are doing,
a3 they eay, in the name of o false
religion and as impostors, let them

go to work, unite themselves to-
getiver, and accomplish romething
ke this tor the eake of sulfering hu-
manity. The Latier-day Bainis are
gathered from the nutions of the
earth—the poor, the unlsarned, the
lgnorant. Our Elders preached the
Glospel to them as they undersiood
it, and under it3 Influence and by
its nfloence they are successful in
gathering out a few. This Territory
1s belng peopled by them:. They are
being taught how ta live, how to
better their earthly condition, how
to improve their minds, how to sc
quire sound education and sound
#nowledge; they are being taught
to live In love, in peace, to avoid lit-
igation, to avoid etrife, to avoid con-
fention, to avold everything of this
character, and to love one another.
How suocessful we are in this let
thoea who travel through the Terri-
tory besr testimony. If we had onr
way there would beno drinking sa-
loons from Franklin in the north
to Bt. George in the somth, If che
couria wpuld let us have onr way
wao would banish druntenness fiom
our land, or rather we would keep it
from our land 2s we did In the ve-
ginning, for there was & time when
the.e was nothing of the kind to be
withessed. But, unforiunately for
ue, it seems, some of our chiariers
were dofective,. We found we did
not have the power that we thought
we had. The courts ruled against
ue, againat the exerolee of such pow-
er a8 we wielded, and we were com-
pelled te let down the bara. Hence
in Ogden, in Balt_Lake City, and
perhaps ju some other few places,
there are drinking safoone.
But If we had our way
89 Latter-day Saints there would’
be no  drinking saloone, there
wonld be no houses of il fame, there
would be no gambling saloons, there
would be nothing of this charaoter
permitted in opr cities or in our set
tlementa, We would not only be
free from litigation snd skiife, as I
have ssid we are as a people, but
we would be (ree from thuse other
evils, those gther vices,

Now, we know very well thst re-
cording to the -word of God as it bas
como down to us in this szcred vol.
ume [the Bible] unich and Iove were
two of the great characteristica that

sttended the pieaghing of the Gos.

It was foreshadowed to bim in Lhe
plainest pogsible manner that which
we now behold, The effect of the
preaching of the true Gospel wonld
e tha: persecution would be
aroused. He wasshown the hatred
he would have to contend with, and
all the adveree influemces that have
hz2d to be overcome lrom that day
until the present. Joseph Bmith
was told that there was no nuthor-
ity upon the face of the eartii to ad-
miniater the ordinances of the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ, He was told
that there was no church which
God recognlzed as His own, while
there wete many that had parts of
the truth, portions of the Gospel.
Theie was no chorch which God ac-
knowledged amid the multiplieity
of secis as His. He was told to
walt unti! the Lord should give the
power, untii tbe Lord should
communicate the authority, Now,
though he had received this com-
munication from heavenly messen.
gers, Juseph Bmith did not presame
to take one step towards organizing
= ¢hureh because of the fact that he
haw recelived communications of this
charscter, Acvording to popular
ideas, if a man had received a com-
munication of this kind fiom heaven
it would have been safficlent justi-
fication to him to havegone to work
and organized a church, But he did
act do this. He walted, and a
heaven!y measenger, as he testifles,
came and Iatd hie handes wpon his
head snd ordained him fo the au-
thority that was neceesary for man
to hold in order to baptize his fellow
men in tho name of Jesus Chriat for
che remiesion of sine, When he re-
oeived that suthority he commenc-
ed to baptice, and not til! then, Bat
thare was still a power lacking. '1he
Apostles had a power beyond that
which John the Baptlst exerclsed.
Jobn eaid YL indeed baplice you whh
waler unto repeniance; but he that
cometh atier me is mightier than I,
whote shoea I am hot worthy to
bear: He shall baptize you with the
Holy Giost, and witn 1lre”—refer-
ring to the Savior. And when He
came He camo in the authority of
the Melchisede¢ Prlesthocd, as 1t_is
termed. John beld merely the au-
thority to baptize *for remission of
sins. But he could not lay on hands
for the reception of the Holy Ghost.
And when, on cne ocoaslon after
vhe death of the Bavior, Phillp went
and preached the Gospei to Bamaria,
and people wwere converted and bap-
tized, he dld baptize them, but he
did not !ay on hands for the recep-
tion of the Holy Ghost. He did not
have, apparently, the authority to
do o, Bat when the Apostles heard
that people in Samaria uad raceived

heavenly administration to py;
men for the remission of theiryy, 2
but he had not then the avtgg:
to lay on hauds for the TeCeptin gt
the Holy Ghost. He afterwarisgs
recelve it, as he testifies, throg: -
the administration of the lhreeAmg
tles, who presided over the Tag;.
In the days that they lived P
earth, namely, Peter, James g,
John; they came to him sndp,.
their hands apon him and Oduimy
him to the Apostleship, the it
anthority that they themselves hq%-
and suthorized him to go forthy
to build ap the Church of Chrityy,
it was bullt op In the ancient
and then having baptized peoghy],
commenced to lay on handslyy y,
reception of the Holy Ghost, .
“But,” says cne, **I do not
In the administration of an
think that angels bave cea
come. While | beliuve that
anclent servants of God did
the adminlstration

ter, and when I hear people
that they have mot, it alsaya
ates In my mind a reel oy of ¢
and ¥ think arybody wn im
who asserts he huas received
ministration of angels in
days,”?

Perhaps 80, Bul suppcse thy
statement that Jose E Bmi
the angel made to him sh
trus—.hat there was no ch
on the face of the earlth wh
recogn zad as His and wh
He acknowledged — sup
were true, and that from the

that was organized there was no o

church that held the autborliyfa”
its primitive power and purliy
pose this were so, how in tbe
can the authority be restored
heavenly meszengers ao ocome
bring it from heaven? 1f the P,
hosd, and the authotity, powerd
gifta of the Pyiesthood were ta

from the earth and takem back{:"
heaven, how ¢an man ever jecet
it agaln unless somee beings from ¢
heavenly world come and restores”

iu

that it s restored—by whais
What are the evidences by
we ¢csn Judge of the reat

the Gioepe), they sent unto e

this divine power?

Joseph Bmith went for
ordalped other men to
gave them the aathority u

‘were suitable, on the same pr
that Moser imparted the au
to Aaron, % bemg called of
was Aaron.” And they wenk
and called apon the people to
in Jesus and to repent of thel
and to be baptized for the re
of them, and they promised
that if they would believe in
Christ, repent of thelr sina
baptized in His name for a rem
of them, they should reoelvej;y,
Holy Ghost, and {§ should p
the same effects wpon them jn @A,
days that it did upon these ¥iohy[,
ceived i§ amolentiy. Now, bUtF
a promise that no man t ?
know anything ahout was sullg:

ized to give aside from him. Ing..
the churches of which we haveine
knowledge,there has yel o be haly ;
the promise made by one oflssii,
iaters to the humble beliewr Wi

submits to, ite ordinances, th
shall recelve the; Holy Gh
they did in ancient days, w
accompanying gifte and bl
powera. Bat Joseph

made this promise. The world®n g
the opgortnnit‘y of tesiing 1, I¥ee;
ple aid not receive the Holpl¥in.

then he was an Impostor.
did receive it, then his
wad sealed by the power of
1t was Jndisputabie. The b
ble means was given to the
family of testing his claima
atatements, He was elther
poator, tryiug to deceive 1Lhe
or he' was a rnan of God,otl
not be supposed that heaven FHoL,
lend iteelf to an Jmposture, 8=
heaven would aid jn any mani o
fostering a deception, Bub¥eh:
ever the Eldsra of this Charch8h o
gone presching this Gospel, !
fng unto the pecple these 4
thete have been men and ¥¢ t’-
who have come forward and BSL!
mitted to the ordinances e -
they administered, and I’hﬂ,-;-”w

in the neme of Jesus Cl}ﬂﬂ,lb] ‘;
they did recelve the promised ey s
ings; andl they have gsthede ‘53.
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