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it Is somosome weeks since I1 have had
thetho opportunity of meeting with the
saints in thia tabernacle ouroun time
has been spent in visiting the tarlvarl
ous settlements north and bouth
and has been spent most agreeably
in holding quarterly conferencesconferencea A
great change has been effected in
ourout territory within the past few
yearbyears in furnishingfamishing facilitiesfaculties for
traveling to and fro anaand visiting the
settlementsbattlements which were once quite
remote from this city I1 havohava no
doubt that these visits are appreci-
ated by the people who are visited
they certainly are by those who
make the visits the growth and
the development of the people their
increase in the knowledge of those
principles that pertain to salvation
asaa well as to tthia earthlyathly existence
laIs soBO apparent that it laIs exceedingly
gratifyingatif jingying to witness it the lordgia very visibly working out his great
designs and purposes in connection
with thiathis work with which we are
identified every one who is con-
nected with the work and who rea-
lizes itaits character does seekbeekil as I1 be-
lieve by observation more diligent-
ly to comprehend the nature of the
duties and responsibilities which
neatreat upon him or her the various
organizations in the shape of pri-
mary associations of sunday
schoolsBohsoh of mutual improvement
associations of beliefrelief societies as
well as the meetings of the various
quorums of the priesthood are all
having a very marked effect Fraafasas I1
carrcan observe myself upon the peo
pie I1 probably am in a better posi-
tion than many to judge of the effect
of thodathese organizations for the rea-
son that it habhas not been my privi-
lege to visit the settlements of late
years so extensively asaa somoromo of my
brethren I1 notice a great increase
otof zeal of devotion and above all of
knowledge concerning the work of
the lord and the labors connected
therewith and I1 am thankful that
wethis esposis 9 tortoz certainly with the
increase of the facilities to
which I1 have refarefireferred in
our territory there has been a cor-
responding increase of evils which
havebave to bobe contended with and over
aDbomemelandand knowledge nnanua under-
standing and wisdom tirotire necessary
onnn dart nnf lilnilin tatterlatter day saintasaints
totid enable them to cope successfully
withwith these evilsevila in our former
condition of isolation jtit wabwas not a
maitermatter of buchsuch great moment for
the people to be trained asaa they now
jreateye they wereweye not exposed to the
influences of an adverse and hostile
character like they are todayto day with
the change in circumstances there
has come a corresponding change it
maybemay be said in strictnessof organi-
zation and as 1I have remarked I1
am happy to say a corresponding in-
crease of knowledge wowe have
many things to copecopo with at thothe
present time which those who re
bidedsided hereheze 25 years ago knew little
or nothing about and it islit an ex-
cellent feature of thibthis system which
god has established that it is soBO ad-
mirably adapted to all the circum
stances which mayinny surround the
children of men god bestonsbestows vibviawis-
dom according to the occaoccasionlonion and
to tho necessities of the casecafe and hohe
gives strength and powpoppocoror to those
who beek after them in the right
spirit he has done sobo from the be
ginning and he will do soBO until the
end

when the elders of this church
have gone forth and preached the
gospel calling upon the inhabi-
tants of the earth to believe in the
Lorfjord jesusdJesus christ and repent of
their sins and to be baptized for the
remission of them those who sub-
mitted to these requirements re-
ceived the strength and the grace
nenecessary to enable them to contend
with the difficulties which immedi-
ately surrounded them god poured
out his spirit upon them god gave
unto them a testimony concerning
the truth of the work with which
theyV had identified themselves heiggavealz unto them the strength neces-
sary to overcome all the obstacles
which laid in their pathwayspathway and
they were filled with joy and peacepeace
sadand from that day until the present
the man or the woman who has
thus bowed in aubinsubinsubmissionlesion to the
requirements of thetho agospelI1
of thothe lord jesua criftchrist
himhia i vewb een matalnea

strengthened and livereddeliveredae the
strength and the grace the gifts
and the blessings which god nashas
promised have been abundantly bes-
towed and have made the individual
who has received them equal to
every emergency and that which
is true concerning individuals itir
true concerning this entire people
in their collective capacity As
difficulties have increased as ob-
stacles have had to bobe overcomeaudand
the condition otof affairs has changed
and seeminglybeamingly grown more threat
ening they have had strength and
grace and power given unto them
commcommensurateens with thothe trials they
have had to meet and godsgoda hand
has thus been manifested jain the
most wonderful manner in the eyes
of those who believe and who have
had falthfaith and they have had causes
for ththanksgivinggiving and praise
every dayuny that they have lived

nowhow the whole work from its in-
ception until the present time JsIs a
marvel and a wonder it may ba
termed phenomenalphenomena in the earth
it is unlike anything else that we
know of it differs from every other
system that is extant among men
there areate features connected with
it which cannot be witnessed any-
where elseelbe human nature
iti itself it may bobe saldsaid luin new
formsforma characteristics are develop-
ed lain connection with this work
which may truly be said to be
unique you cannot witness their ex-
hibitionhibi tion among any other people
nor in any other land and it is a
remarkable thing that though the
latter day saints number soBO fewfews
comparatively speaking there isia no I1

topic todayto day thatthai can be broached
in thothe hearing of any of the people
of christendom that exelexcitestebtee the in-
teresttereshterest that mormonism doesdocs
and yet if you bshaek men the reason
of this it would be difficult for them
to accountrecount for it they only know
that the fact exists that to them
and to the world at large it Is a
topic of unflagging interest the
mormonscormonsMormons are looked upon asaabaas a

peculiar people letlel a mor-
mon travel anywhere in thetho
united states or in europaeurope or in
other lands and it be known that
heheisais MormonastuIt he will attract
moromore attention than enyany other man
why is this Is it because the peo-
plele aroare soeo numerousnumenumerroutoue Is it because
thoyhoy arenrc so wealthy Is it because
theyey exercise such political power
Is it because they wieldweld such influ-
ence luin of the children of
men no it cannot be said that
any of these causes exist to any ex-
tent the mormonscormonsMormons areate not a
numerous people the cormonaMorIMormouamonamonal
are not a wealthy people the

not wield political in-
fluence to any extent nor influence
of any other character outside of
their own society what thentheny is
it that that constitutes this I1 may
say attractiveness or this interest
in mensmena minds concerning this or
klausepulsation grohoh 21 says one jtit laIs

you marry more wives than
one you believe inirl plural marriage
and that excites interest and causes
talk and attracts attention it is
that that makes you soBO noticeable

perhaps so but it is not many
yearsjears sincebince wowe did not believe in
this bincobince it waswaa not a practice of
this church and yet in those days amormon was as much an object of
curiosity as he is todayto day that isis in
proportion to the celebrity that at-
tended the name mormonism
was as much talked about according
to the extent it was known as it is
todayto day it excited as much curcuriosi-
ty

loal
ltit aroused asaa much hatred it

called forth as much persecution in
fact the most severe persecution
that as a people we have ever onen
dured we received prior to the an-
nouncementno ement by our church that wowe
believed in this peculiar doctrine I1
have noBO doubt that our espousal andadvocacy of this doctrine has given
us considerable notoriety it has
added to our celebrity but our ce-
lebrity has not consisted alone in
this As I1 have remarked our or-
ganization aroused as deep antipa thies prior to the revelation ofthis doctrine as it has ever donesince

now WOwe havohave our own method of
accounting for this great interestthat Isia taken in this work it is
admitted too freely for thetruth that we are an illiterate peo-ple pea-ple it is said that wooreare under thecontrol of impostors shrewd men
who lead the masses and bend ththememto their will thiathib tois saidbald concern-
ing us everywhereevery where to account forron
the ingathering of the people fromthe nations of thetho earth men haverecourse to many theories or to
several at least one of which is thatour elders go out to the agnorignorantantand unlearned and thothe down trodcrencrea andd felot toin colorscoloia tnthuthe

beauties of this land of ours and the
biesblesblessingseings that they winwill receive if
they will onlygathergath wheredherehere and that
by these glowing tales and by per-
suading them that they can have
all the wives they want when they
come here they induce the ignorant
hordes of europe to comocome to tillsthiis
country this Is one of the popular
methods of accounting for the jain
gathering of the people from the
nations of the earth and their ad-
hesionhesion to the mormon cause

wellweli now if this were true I1
would consider it one of the greategreatestat
miracle ever wrought among men
for this creasongreason that people influ-
enced by such notionsri could not be
held together in a land like thisthib it
would be an impossibility to bind
people together in such bonds as ex

among the latterlatte day saints in
utah territory if they were people
of this character I1 hey would fall
to pieces by their own corruption
there would not be any cementing
influence among them to hold them
together one month if
the influences which drew them
here but no observing mauman or wo-
man who travels thirthroughoughaugh thisthia terr-
itory undlend mingminglesleswithwith the people
can be deceived by any such non-
sense as this they would seebee in a
few days that cheref wa somebome other
influence thatthat there was bomesome othetother
power thatthad waway a principle orof
union amon tillstilis people that could
not originate in such a system as

mormonism laIs popularly repre-
sented

what then Is it that caust a the
latter day saints to be eo much no-
ticed NV hathav is it that has drawn
them together from the valous na-
tions of the earth and produced this
phenomenalphenomena condition of affairs that
wewa witness here Is it the shrewd-
ness of men Is it the power andund
authority of men then for gods
sake and for the sake of sufferingbuffering
humanity let some men band them-
selves together and do lain the name
of god and true religion that which
the latter day saints arearia accused of
doing in the name of imposture and
falsefalbe religion merehere is auan opportu-
nity

tu
for christendom to testteat this

matter they have learning theythay
have wealth they have everyeverythingthing
at their back the popular sectssect whoiwho
claim to be orthoorthodoxdaxdaz and to I1pgod according to the bible and to
divine truth have all theaothese if they
can do in the name of god and true
religion that which wearewe are doingdol ng
as they sayeby in the name of a bahofaleefaise
religion and as impostorsimpo store ietlet them
go to workworks unite thethemselvesmeet ves to-
gether and accomplish
like this tortot uhethe bakesake of eufbuibufferingnering hu-
manity the latterlitter day saints are
gathered from the nations of the
earth the poor the unlearned theignorant our elderseiderselderseiders preached the
gospel to them asaa they underunderstood
itI1 and under itiit influence and by
its influence they are successful in
gathering out a few this territory
Is being peopled by them they are
being taught how to live how to
better their earthly condition how
to improve their minds how to rc
quire sound education and sound
knowledge they aroare being taught
to live in love in peace to avoid jalit-
igation

t
ignation to avoid strifestaffe to avoid con-
tention to avoid everything of this
character and to love one another
how successful we are in this letiet
those who travel throughgl the terri-
tory bear testimony if we had our
way there would be no drinking sa-
loons from franklin in the north
to st geargegeorge in the south itif the
courts wouldwoula let us have our way
wowe would banish drunkenness homfrom
our land or rather we would keep it
from our land as03 we did in the uea-

banginning for there waswaa a time wwhenehenehan

theo was nothing of the kind to be
witnessed but unfortunately for
us it seems some of our charters
were defective we found we did
not havehava the power that we thought
we had the courts ruled against
usUP against the exercise of such pow-
er as wowe wielded and we were com-
pelled to let down thetha bars hence
in ogden in salt lake city and
perhaps jnja some other few places
there are drinking saloons
but if wowe bad our way
as latter day saintsSA there would
bobe no drinking saloons there
would bobe no houses of illili fame there
would be no gambling saloonsloonsBa there
would be nothing of this character
permitted in cur cities or in our betset
eleeieclementsmontsments we would not only be
free from litigation and B bilte as I1
have saidbald we are as a people but
we would be treetre fromefrom thothosesootherotheroiher
evils thosehose otherther vices

1howbowwt we knowow very well that nococorocordinglng to ttheha word of god as it has
comecomo down to us in this sacred vol-
ume the bibiebijilla union and iovelave worewere
two of the great characteristics that
attended tebthe preaching of thetho acs

pel of jesusjesua christ by this baysbayssays
one of the apostles twetwowe know that
we have passed from death unto life
because we love the brethren
jesus aught his disciples to be one
hebe prayed to the father that they
might be one as he and the father
were one and not only that they
might be one but that those who
shoulddebould believe in their wordsworda might
be one nitoalto that prayer of0 the
savior was janvananswered upon bishla dis
caples they were distinguished
everywheretorton their oneness and
for their love and wherever
they went preaching the gospel
that jesus committed unto them
thosethom who obeyed their teaching
and submitted to the ordinanceserdina noes
which they administered received
the bamesame spirit

now jtit Is a remarkable feature of
this organization called the church
of jesusjesua christ of latter day saints
that the same effects follow the pro
matlonmationcla of its principlesplespies not in
one land but in every land where it
has beenbefu carried by hethe elderseldera of
this church

when joseph smith in his youth
had reveleverevealedaled to him that godgou waway

about to restore the old goepel in its
ancient power and implicitlyL and
accompanied bybaitsithfth ancient gittsgirts
and was toldloid that thu authority to
aj ministeradminister itaito ordinance a should also
bobe restored it seemed I1 suppose tolo
look at it naturally at that time aa1111

though IS11 would bethe an impossible
thing to accomplish the earth was
tullturlrul of religion eobot called there
were any number of men professing
to bobe folsolfollowersfollowlowersloweraelselb of jesus christ
any number of men professing to
be his ministersminister professing
to havebave the power ana authority to
administer the ordinances of his
church until mennien were actually
concuconfusedsed and distracted in their
thoughts and especially when
they came to rejectemelect the form of doc-
trine that they wanted to espouse
by thothe multiplicity of teceeeejectsto each
one claiming to bhba the true churchchuich
of christ but joseph smith vawas
told that this would be the ellecet
when god would reveal his gospel
it was foreshadowedshadowedfore to him ina the
plainestplapia ineat possible manner that which
wowe now behold thothe effect of the
preaching of the true gospel would
bobe thai persecution would be
aroused he the hatred
he would have to contend with and
all the adverse influences that have
had to bobe overcome from that day
until thethu present joseph smith
was told that theretherewaswas no author
ity upon the face of the bearta to ad
minister the ordinances of the gos-
pel of jesussews christ he was told
that there raswasR as no churchchulch which
god recognized as his own while
there were many that had pantaparla 0ott
the truth portionspoipol tlonationa of the gospel
thorethere a was no church which god ac-
knowledged amid the multiplicity
of usas his he was told to
wait until the lord should give the
power until the lord should
communicate the authority now
though he had received this com-
municationmuni cation from heavenly
gersigers joseph smith did not presume
to take one step towards organizing
a church because of the fact that he
had received communications of this
character according to popular
idea if a man had received a com-
municationmuni cation of this kind fifromom heavenbeaven
it would have been bummbufflelentsufficient justif-
icationfi to him to havebave gone to work
and organized a church butnut he did
not do this he waited andaud a
heavenly messenger as he testifies
came and laid hiahla hands upon his
head and ordained him to thorho au-
thority that was necessary for man
to hold in order to baptize hishla follow
men in the name of jesus christ for
the remission of sinssine when he re-
ceived thaithat authority he commenc-
ed to baptise and nounot tilltili then but
there was stillstajl a power lacking 11thothehe
Apostapostlesiesiea hadbad a power beyond that
oniell john the baptist exercised
john eald 1I indeed baptise bonwith
water unto repentancelanctlance but he that
cometh after me is mightmightierlerier than iiI1

shoes I1 am not worthy to
bear he cahall baptize youyon with the
holy ghost and wita farelfire refer-
ring to tlethe savior and when he
came he came in the authority of
the melmei priesthood as ititsIstertermedined john hoidheld merely the au-
thority

u
to baptize for remission of

sins but he could not lay on hands
for the reception of the holy choat
and when on onoone occasion after
uhethe death of the savior phiiipphilip went
and preached the gospel to samaria
and people were converted and bap
sized hohe did baptize them butbat he
did not lay on handsbands for tho recep
lion of thetha holy ghost hohe didnot
have apparently the authority to
do noeo but when the apostles beard
thatthad people inu samaria nad receivedrace ivedd
the gospels they ant untounta them

peter and john who when tattcame laid their handshanis y
upon thethiand theythey received the holy Z

in like manner joseph smith thZcalved the authority by divine orb
0

heavenly ad administrationmin to blit
IA

men for the remission of their
I1

but hebe had not then the authorsau thoriS
1413

to lay on handshanda for the
the holy ghost he fah
recelreceiveveltveitit asaa he testifies
the administration of the three kp tbties who presidedprealded over the
inliu thethe days that they lived mteaearthah nnamelymely peter jaiJarcarnealnebsnestjojohn nhethey came to him anasaththeirtheinir hahandsadbads upon him and
him to the apostleship the abotbiotauthority that they them delverdeiter vyt
and authorized him to go forthforti uthto build up the church of chrtt r
it was built up in the ancientanciently
and then having baptized people y 1

commenced to lay on hands fc hreceptionsollsoil of thothe holy ghost atbut 21 says one III1I do not bethbelh ului
in the administration of aneti wthink that angels bavehavo
come while I1 believe that nseancient servants of god did
the administration of angelna gelfatefat
think they have ceased to admust
terfer and when I1 hearbear people uda
thauthat they have not it
ateaates lain my mind a fatingfetingfeel DI of tango

and I1 think anybodyazyaly body eintin
who asserts he hasbas received titian
ministration of angehangels in akau
daysdaye 2123 of

perhaps so bulbui title tnt
statement that joseph smith pecpee
the angel made to him shobho artare
true hat there was no chchugk troioF

on the face of the earth abl Mh
zed as his and who ix ineinkln 1

he acknowledged suppo fer
were true and that from the UPCA

olleolic church down to the last camal
that was organized there wasdaa no dloc
church that held the authority bait

1

its primitive power and purity illi

posepobe this were so bow lain able W
10

canan the authorityauth brity tobe restoredI1 ud ot01

heavenly keragera aoan comeicomel th
brinsbring it frolafrom beavenbenvent it the plinio
hoidhobo id and thetha authority powerposerethl
gifts of the priesthood were taitah I1

from the earth and taken backiuul
heaven how calican man ettieter hefti u
it again unless some beings from tilfil

heavenly world come and destorelrebrestorelhi
to man again you can readily tiktie
that ifyou grant one proposItion 69
other must neceemilly follow tititiei
must bobe divine
heaven or the authority coujilcould ritytiti

0 1

be restored but how mleliell weve le

that it Is restoredresto redby whaiwhat ri
mu0

what are the evidences tytha thwe can judge of the
thisthib divine powerfower

joeephjoseph smith went forfori bonnordained other men to guei bg0gave theunthem the authority uncia lyv
hebe being commanded of rin

V
part this authority to othemawere suitable on the same
that moses imparted the
to aaronabron ic being called of miangolt

waswaa Aaaronaron anandd they wentkedl ka
audnud called upon the people to adt
in jesusjosus and to repent of
and to be baptized for the remramremiglithe
of them and they thapthab t
that if they would bellovebelievebelleve in iseieejo1 a
christ repent of their binssins sardannijoc
baptized in his name for a rem p
of them they should receive liviaj
holy ghost and it should
the same effects upon them in ave
days thathat it did upon these bioti
calved it anciently wownow hetehere irlie
a promise that no man tharin
know anything aboutabou wasvas aume
iced to give aside from him antom
the churchchurches 03 of whichvelch we havehalomsyb
knowledgknowledgeCf there hasyebasyehaanel tobeboe heso I1

the promise mademado by one of jsonjhonJAon
to the bumblehumble beliewbellew aih t

submits to its ordinances
shall receive thoi holy
they did in ancient daysdass virhav
accompanying gifts and bloland
and powers but joseph olov
made this promise the worlworld mendtend
the opportunity of testing it idtlet
pie iidliddid noinotmot receive the holyoakHolhoiyantjoan
then he was an impostor vadidur
did receive it then his 0iboa
was sealed by the power of weadre
it was indisputable the bapur
ble means was given to the ba laA
smilyfamilyamily of testing his claims biot
statements he was either d
costor trying to deceive the maleek

or hehd was a man of bodilgod for it tylly
not be supposed that heavenheaved fosfon
lend itself to an imposture orof phatphai

heaven would aid in any mansa kenvenen
fofosteringa terling a decedeceptionpt I1on buibutbutoi
ever thetho eiders of this church

apt

gone preaching this gospel denlid
ing unto the people themthese lilliithere havohave been men and lan
who have come forwardforward andada iii i
bitted to the ordinsbordinsordinancesn cesoes vencly
they administered and who test d c

in the name of jesus christ
boorsboorkthey did receive 1126

treodreoCT

tossmoss andanol thayitiba rathergather


