THE DESERET WEEKLYX.

SALT LAKERS ABROAD.

John Drew, the actor, made his d -
butas a star In New Yurk laat week
in the ‘“Masked Ball.’””? The gentle-

man fe well known in this olty, where
bhe bas appeared a3 great many times,
elways winning favor and fhat more
commercial commodity which usually
accompanies and always accelerstes
good work well done; but b« is not se
well koown ae are two members of
bie company ~— Annie Adams and
ber daughter Muude, both of wbom
were boro and raieed right here io Salt
Lake City. 8peaking df the perform-
ance the Worid saye:

Mr. Drew was the etar, but not a pre-
domipant character of the play by any
menns, That oxcellent actor, Mr. Har-
wood, added another to his unbroken list
of successes, and the climax of the second
a¢l—thun which nothing finer has besn
seen o0 the local stage this season—waa
carried by an unexpected but strikingly
infectious scene by Miss Maude Adama.

When wo read such words we feel
like thanking 1he critic very much, be-
cvause it peems ns though he was
8peaking well of a member of the
family.

WHO SHALL SUCCEED TENNYSON?

The question of who shall wearthe
officiai mxntle left by Alfred Tennyeon
l8 one that 1nkews upu guod deal of space

in the uewspnpers of his country, and
Dol & littie lu those un this side. The
PO&t of poet Jaureate is sl any time s
dtlicuit une 1o A1l aatisinctorily because
Of thie vast divergence of opiuiun as to
Worthilness, merit, etc.; but just at the
Present juucture we tancy that the task
POBsespes ndditional features of Jiffi-
Culty. The selection is made by the
Delional prewier, nod while oo onw
Cin properly yuestion the propriety ot
8 choloe madw by o man with toe patri-
oUe purpose, knowleuge of men and
things apg great lntellectual atiain-
mMewis of Mr. Gladstone, still it is as-
fured Ip wdvance that no mmatter upon
#hom the bonor may full, there will
8 greater discontent theu when the
Premier announced his cabinet.
X 1t is claimed lu some guarters Lhat
ev"“’ are no poets left in Koglaod who
T Y0 approximate to the eminenve of
n“nnyuon, and those hest known are
“‘;t 01 the pecemsary bent by either in-
- Oct or trafuing to undertake and'suc-
Bi:”'l“”f wocomplish the trying task uf
- EL Og praises of the royal family; ai.
o it aome others wno bave the
CeLBAry lemperanment are not At aub-
o for the appointment. A
s Mporary declares that it iz bigh
c!E(;]E’, Uow Lhat the place has been suc
) ully fified by two of the greatesl
8 of the century, to allow It to pass
0t exlstence, out of respict to
Who have made it more
than at any 1ime
Way  created ; supple-
suggestion with the
1 patheuo conciusion — lo
5 Owever, the majority of
i:ﬂgEra will fully sulmcrlbe—jthal. this
o0l 8 Poetical age.
ber o? g;lﬂet laureste je an official mem-
A8 Pruvlu foyal household, and hence,
Llgh ahoual.!‘ Buprygested, must Le in
termg wu%dln‘ socially and on good
0UB deppe 4 D€ Queen and ber numer-
Odants and appendages. The

office, under the name of “verse-
maker to the king,’”’ hes been traced
back as far as the relgn of Henry VIII,
over 800 yvears ago, It 18 ulao recorded
of Henry that be kept minstrels,
jesters and dwarfe, all of which places
nave long since given way to the pres-
swure brought lo bear by modern
digpity, decorum and enlighten-
ment, so that the versificalor regia
alonpe remains. The place has been
held by some iHustrious men, such us
Spenser in the relgn of Queen Eliza-
beth, old Ben Joneon, Johno Dryden
a0d Wordeworth. The most promia-
ing candldates at the present time
seem to be Buchanao sanid Bwinburne,
of whom It is sald ite hestowal would
not make the former any greater as a
poet nor the wilbbholdiny of it from the
intter any the less & poet; but Lthe men-
tion of either in close conneetion wilth
the names previously given fs apt to
make the judicious grieve.

The offlce has evidently outlived its
usefulness if it ever had any, aud
might sa well go st a time when there
are some other reasone for not filling it.
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THE COAL SUPPLY.

Those who use coal, which means
nearly everybody in our larger towus
and eities, seldom reflect upon the fact

that every shovelful placed upon the
grate }8 a destruction for which there
i» Do replenishment, that it 1= s0 much
toward the complete exhnuation of
that kind of fuel. Coal wae not uped at
all {n Englasd till about or shortly
after the discovery of America by Col-
umbue, but the amount thal has heen
consumed since that tims is aitogether
inealculable, and the end, so far as
(Ireat Britain 18 onucerned, cannot
uow be far off. The vast mensures
unearthed at Newcastle bave heen
burrowed into anod followed foot by
foot till the nether earth in that region
ip one vast cavern, or seriea of cavernos,
from the aider and bottoms of which in
places some oonsiderable coal yet, but
which grows Jess and less day by day,
ia sti]} taken out,

In view of thls condition and the
posaible condition when totsl exhaus.
tion ahali have taken place, & sclentitlo
writer, Mr. J. E, Taylor, F, L. 8., baa
a reflective article in one of the current
periodicala. Hies conclusions are not
sltogether exact, but suggest sume ja-
teresting food for thought. He says it
ir clearly indicated that after or by the
time the period since” the discovery of
coal bre been doubled, or ray 350 years
hence, there will be witneesed o mar-
veloug development of economic
science. Coal, long before that, as &
form of energy Will be regarded as a
somewhat antigue and worked out
materfal, The ebbing and fl.wing
tides, the eifllng winds, the waters run-
ning to the ocean,perhapseven volcanic
and earthguake energy,will have taken
ita plave. Indeed, an li e of lnguiry
and research now going on may possihly
aflevt the commercial interesta of the
whole world within the short apace of
the next five years. This relalesto the
wgeof petroleum,nirendy being trled on
steamers and Jocomotivee of the
Csppian sea and vicioity. The coal-
fAeids -of the world will certainly be

worked out within & historically
brlef period, but a distingulshed
Rueelan chemlst finde grounds for

belleving that petroleum §e etill be-
Ing tormed by the action of water on
heated metallic deposits, and that the
supply will be permanent.

While npome of us or our im-
medinte descendants will ever see

the time previously spoken of, it
la peveriheless Dot so far away.
We utterly fall to realize it
when we look arpound wue and pee
mountaing beneath whose rugged
exterlor are deposits of coal which
have mnever yet Leen dlsclosed

to the light of Uay or the eye of man;
and when we know that of the dia-
coveries made and work performed
the quantity In sight is sufficlent for
home consumption for half a dozen
generations to come, we are apt to dls-
wi-s thesubject. 1f we tn Utah would
then extend our inveetigations into
that ares of country of which the easat-
ern Banpete mountaine form the centre
or oearly so, and would make a per-
sonal vislt to some of the coal flelds
tbere, we or rome of ue would think
oursel¥es very foolish for giving such

forebodioge any place in  the
mental workshop at all. There
are meveral coal deposlts adjacent
to the prioeipal towns of Sap-

pete, some of which bave been worked
enough to ehow that there 18 an sbund-
ance of coal, but miost of the people are
still burning wood. Further east, In
Castle valley apd npeighborhood, are
acrea and acres of the needful article;
it is etated as a fact that from the sides
of some of the canyone and ravines,
great chunke of pure coal 3f the fipest
quality, sume 0! them ae large as an
vrdinary houee, jut out as though ex.-
tending an invitation to the human
inmily to come along and help them-
selves. Thie kind of thipng createsa
rellef to the mind fully eqgual to
the depression engendered by the
preceding reflectione; because, what.
uver may be the experience
of our remote relutives who will
clamber along in our [iotsteps down
the corridor of time, we and those
around ue are recure, The element ol
aelflshness in all compoeitions thus
finds expression, and why should it
not? The “lart man hovering over the
lagt fire,” if such an event should ever
take place at ali, e too ulterly
remote for us to even dimly appreciate
it.

SENSATIONAL MURDER CASES.

The eeasons may come and the
seasons may go, bul our sensational
murder trinl we havealway . The one
at Lincoln, Nebraska, in which our

townsmau, Hoo. W, H. Irvioe, i8 the
central figurte, is about over at this
writing, aod doubiless it will be fol-
ijowed in Bpeedy succession by that of
Ltzzle Borden, in Massachusette, for
the alleged n.urder of her father. Thie
ian & peculiar jnteresting case, because
it guilty the girl I8 entitied to s pilace
in history similar to that held by
Lucretia Borgia, and i not, ehe 1 a
victim Lo the most cruel combination
of circumatancea that &ver hedged
inbocence around about.

Ardispaich in the NEWS a few days
agoannounced the unearthing by the
Boaton Gvbe of » nest of evidence
bearing so strongly in the direclion of
guilt thal any other conclusion than
that the defendant commilled the




