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roojrnjrcxu.lI hardly know how to describe to yon

the feellog that sow took possession of
ma. it wm neither mors nor leas than
an interna longing to leave the com-
partment in which I wm sitting and
make my way, by meaae of the foot-
board outside the carriage, aa far aa the
window of the next compartment, then
peep In, and see whether the ghost were
already there waiting for me. I tried
to fight against the insane desire I did
fight against it with all my strength,bat In Tain. There was some powerwithin me that I found it impossible to
resist. I was like a man walking In
his sleep, whose actions are beyond his
own control except that I knew quitswell what I was about, and in ail re-

spects bat one was as collected, and as
much in my proper senses, as ever I
had been in my life.

I could not stop to argue with my
self; I could not stop to reflect. The
impulse that was upon me grew strong-
er with every moment's delay. I had
opened the carriage door and was oat
on the fsot-boar- d, with the cold night'air blowing keenly aronnd me, almost
before I knew that I had stirred from
my seat. We were going aloor at a
tidy pace about thirty mliee an hour
but I had no fears as to my safety I
had passed along the foot-board- s when
the trains were at fall speed too often
for that.

Very few steps brought mt close to
the window oi the middle compart-ment. The window was open, and I
could see every thing inside as plainlyas I can see you who are-sitti- ng beside
me. Thsrejwas only one passenger in
the compartment Maxloe.

Yes; there he sat, wlUk him dreadfoi
eyes taring straight into mine took
log bluer, colder, more ghost-lik- e than
ever. Then his long lean forefinger was
lowly raised, beckoning me to enter.

All power of resistance had been taken
from me. Slowly I opened the door,and slowly I got inside never takingmy eyes from off his for a mo meat
then I shot the door behind me. and sat
down opposite to him. The night was
a cold one, bat I was strong and
heart, and had scarcely felt it; bat
the moment I eat down opposite the
ghost, I became conscious of a coldness
far exceeding any . that I had ever ex-
perienced before. I became chilled to
the very marrow. The air of the com-
partment seemed as though it had
swept over a thousand icebergs. Myhair seemed to lift, and my whiskers to
crisp and tangle, with the Intense cold;and I found afterward that my watch
had stopped at the very moment of my
entering the carriage. I sat down and
waited for what might happen next.

My companion's hand had gone down
on to his knee when I opened the car
riage door. He now sat opposite to me,
neither stirring nor speaking, doing
nothing, In fact, but gaze with mourn-
ful Intensity straight into my verysoaL The old grew more extreme, if
such a thing were possible. A
numbness that had begun with my feet
was now creeping slowly up my body;I could feel it creep and spread little by
little, stealing gradually upward to my
heart, and slowly freezing the life out
of me, I had no power to move a mus-
cle; I sat like a man turned to stone.
At length the cold touched my heart,or seemed to do so. A death-Iix- e faint-ne- as

crept over me. The light in the
roof grew dimmer; the figure oppositeme lost its sharpness of outline, becom-
ing faded and indistinct. But through
every thing I could feel those piercing
eyes fixed immovable on mine, till at
length life itself seemed to be rubbed
slowly and softly oat, and I knew noth-
ing more.

I knew nothing more that is, till I
came to my senses in a dream, and,
strange to say, I knew from the first
moment that my dream waa nothingmore than a dream. I foand myself In
an old-fashion- ed, oak-panel- ed room,
which, years gone by, had evidently
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cratic mansion. It was now, however,
furnished in a spare and meagre man-
ner with a few articles of commonplace
furniture. In the huge fire-plac- e, the
sidsa of which were inlaid with blue
and white Dutch tiles, a few dyingcinders had been raked carefully . to-

gether. It was night, for the wide
window-plac- e was curtained, and the
large room was dimly lighted by a
couple of candles, each of them held bya grLfJln'a claw in bronze, that protrud
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