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children. This I humbly ask in the |they have

hime of Jesus Christ. A men.

PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF

wus the next speaker. He said:
[ fool that 1 want to say to Jou,
my brethren and sisters, god less
You. AndI fee]to bless you. I am
thankful that 1
Spending a few moments here
and bearing my testimony to the
hurch and Kingdom of God here
on earth, haeking up the testimony
of Brother Cannon.
The God of heaven has set His
And to carry out one oft His pur-
concerning the history of this
World and its inhabitants. In the
tul'mation and creation of the world
fe Lord had before Him the whole
i I8tory of the children of God,of the
Bhabitanta of the earth. All men
Who have heen readers and are ac-
Quainted with the revelntlons of God
N those records that lhave been
landed down to us, can clearly sce
t:hﬂtlf God has had & people on the
tarth, He has given unto that peo-
le the Holy Pricsthood, the reveln-
‘0N of heaven, and the Gospel of
sus Christ.  We read in the Rov-
‘E_lfltlons of 8t. John and other por-
llﬂns of the Beripturcs, that in the
A8t days the God of heaven would
%t His hand to establish His king-
u"m to be thrown down no more for-
H‘l’“l'- Younnd I have lived tosce
Iy A day. The Lord has set His
"d to eall forth the children of
i‘}en to recefve His Gospel and Hls
Flesthood, There is this one peculiar
Principles connected with the King-
om of God in every age of the
World, and that fs, every man and
¥omnn is dependent upon God Him-
Self for al] the blessings and a1l the
wer that they FlOS'ir:ss to carry out
of:‘Purposes. There s no change
tte he Priesthood from eternity unto
of Inity. Tt has dwelt with the God
. Lsrnel from eternity unto eternity,
T'Ild will remain unchangeable,
of“—‘l‘u i8 no change in the ordinanees
Ththa Gospel of life and salvation.
W_IUI‘B never has heen; there never
lliltl be to the endless ages of eter-
h Y. And whenever that Gospel
ﬂ‘mbeen oifered to the sons of men,
8{“’ Holy Priesthood has had to be
Gnt’down to aid in carrying out
e‘?‘l 8 work, There I8 no man who
er breathed the breath of life since
od mpde the world who has had
“Wer to go forth and adminis-
perl In the orlinances of the Gos-
of Christ without that, Pricsthood.
Another thing I wish to say: Al
Lhoﬂt‘sixty years have passed since
¢ Church” was organized here on
l'iLSl enrth, and the Lord has car-
th tﬂut one peculiar principle, and
wa is this—He has choseu the
foﬁala things of the world to conm-
ar;,n the wige, and things which
whj not to bhring to ]r:v things
the, ch are. You may hegin with
may eation of the world.
l).tnke all the servants of the
"zl‘iz'(:lty t-&mt tho God of larael
t I made use of in any age of
al:::] "{01"1(1 to cnry out His work,
o Ahey have been the weal: sons
eaje 14m; they have been the
nd Instruments, from ~ world]
mj ht’(’mt, in the hands of Al-
¢ gaey God. Why bas the Lord
B that clwss of men? Because
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been n i-
tion that they were oblig to
acknowledge the hand of God

in all the power they possessed.
Takeour own day. RBrother Cannon
has referred to this people, to this
Church and Kingdom. o hns told
you thetruth. Whenthe time came,
in fulfillment of the revelations of
8t. John and the ancient patriarchs
and }‘()mphets, for Him to establish
His Kingdom on the earth, He raised
upa class of men suitable for the pur-
I will here say, the Lord has
never undertaken to perfurm any
work, In any dispensation or genern-
tlon, without preparing a people for
it. The Lord raised upna young mman
—Joseph Smith. His spirit was
kept in the eternal world for six
thousand years, to come forth by
appointment, through the loins of
anclent, Joseph and Ephraim, to
stand in the flesh and to establish
this OQburch and Kingdom. And
he only lived long enough to perform
it He only lived long enough to
bring forth the record of the Book of
Mormon,—the stick of Jeseph in the
hands of Ephraim, and put it with
thestick of Judah, in fulfillment of
the revelations of God; nnd then go
forth and organize the Church, with
all the instruments, all the knowl-
edge, thatall the divines through-
out the world did not have payver to
do, neither did they know hLow to
perform that work., He was the first
man in the Inat days that ever organ-
zed & church upon the foundation
of Apostles nnd Prophets, Christ
Jesus being the chief corner stone,
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unceording to the order as it was
in the days of the Bavier. And
when He established this  work,

he established it with prophets,
with apostles, with pastors, with
tenchers, with gifts, with helps,
with graces, with the Holy Priest-
hood, with the power of God, and
with the ordinances thereof. It s
truus, he waded in deep water. Tt ls
true that he was sacrificed, When
he had got the foundation of this
work laid, he himself Inid down his
life. He wns martyred in a Christian
country for the work of God and the
testimony of Jesus Christ. He was
martyred for hie religion. He sealed
his testimony with his blood, ns
Jesus and other trinrche and
prophets sealed the dispensations in
which they lived.

Fromthatdayuntil now,thisChurch
and Kingdom has continued to grow
[ and incrense. It mattered not what
amount of persecutlon, what amount
of aMiction, what amount of opposi-
tion we had to meet with, That God
who created the heavens and the
carth helds this Church and King-
dom in His hands. And I heresay
to brethen and sisters, the
Church and Kingdom of God is here.
It has come to stay. 1t has been or-
I panized to stay; and that God who

as organized it will sustain it until
the scene is wound up.

I have been reflecling since sitting
in the stand here, where are our
brethern to whom we have listened
for years and years? Where is Pros-
ident Youn Where is Brother
Kimball? here are Orson and
Parley Pratt? Where is8 George A.
Smith? Where is President John
Taylor? And where nre all those
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other Al-or.bh-s who have
away? They are in the spirit
world, mingling with the Gods, con-
nected with ali the patriarchs and
prophete who have ever lived on
the enrth. Youmay ask the ques-
tion: Why is it, themn, that God,
with theSavior, with Fnther Adam,
with Nonh, with Enoch, with the
ancicnt patriarchs nnd Erophets, and
with all the Apostles who have llved
in this day and generation, counsel-
ing topether on the other side of the
vail, do not have power to turn
away this persecution that Brother
Cannon has been spenking of?
Jesus told Hls disciples that if he
were to prny to the Father, He
would give Him a legion of angels
who would come to defeud Him; but,
He said, the will of the Father
would not in that way be fuifilled.
So I say to you. If many things that
we might desire in our hearts should
be fulfilled, the work of the Lord
would {ail in being consummated,
Weshould remember that this gener-
ation, Iike all other generations,have
their own agency. The nation in
the midst of which we dwell today
has ita agency. The nations of the
earth all have their agency. All
sects and parties have; in fact, all the
human fnmil{l. And the God
of beaven will hold them respousi-
ble. He will hold us responsible,
according to the course we pursue.
If we work and fight againat God
and the Kingdom of God, we have
got to meet that in days to come.
Brother Cannon has referred to
the situntion of men who have
fought ngninat this work. Yes,
hrethren and sisters, we have seen
this from the organization of the
Church; we shnll see it untll the
scene is wound up. But T want to tell
¥you one thing, and that is, the God
of heaven has not gone to sleep;
neither hns He gone on a long

journey;, nor has Ile forgotten His
peoplo, Dcoes He intend to with-
dmw His band? “Leave judg-

ment with me; itis mine, saith the
Lord; [ will repay.” It is our busi-

|ness to leave judgment with the

Lord inall these matters. Let us
do our duty.

Josaph Bmith eaid fifty years ago
Inst June, in speaking of the Priest-
hood—you ean read it in the history
of the Church—*Me¢n profess to
prophesy. [ will also prophesy. 1
s8Ry, in the nniae of tho Lord, that
the signs of the coming of the Son
of Man have alrendy coinmenced in
the carth, and from this time hence-
forth will the judgments of God
be manifest nmong\ the nntions
of the earth. Vars, blood-
shed, enrthguikes, storms, thun-
der, lightning, pestilence, fam-
ine and the judgments of God will
follow in their turn; and when these
things go forth upon the earth, they
will never be returned or withheld
until the work of God is wound up.”?
Let Israel read, let the inhabltants
of the earth read, with regard to the
signs of tho limes, and what do you
see? There nre a great many things
manifested that the world do not
acknowledge the hand of God in;
but we do and we should. There-
fore I would say to the Latter-day
Saints, it Is the will of God that you
should not be discouraged; that you



