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DONT TAKE IT j
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1 theresheres many a trouble

s would burst like a bubble
andaad into thetho waters of lethelothe depart

did we not rehearsereherohe arso it
r and tenderly nurse ittit

and givegire it a permanent place lain our
hedriheart 1

Ttherodherb many a sorrow
tt rar A would vanish tomorrowto morrow

were wowe only willing to furnish the
wings

ff tsoifot sopo
I1

sadly intrudingxvlof I1

and quietlyf
I1 pespeb out all sorts of0 terrible things

hewhow welcomwelcomethamethoothy
qt looks that arearp beaming

wealthy or whether oardduidus j i i ipoor
eyes bright as a berry
chcheekseeks red as a cherrycherryl

TNtho groan and thothe curse and thothe heart-
ache can cure

resolve to boba merry
aliall worry to ferryI1
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t

ohpthe fadd watersVittes that bd us fafor
t 1

91agi
11fp11 iand no longer fearful

liuibat halpyhaihar py and cheerful
17weellelifeel lireliroliselife has mumuchah worth living

for yet
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timTHE following passages of scrip-
ture were read the chapter
of isaiah from the to the ath
verses anufromand fromfrem the to the
verses the ath chapter of revel-
ations from the to the
verses the chapter of isaiah
from tilethe to the ath verses and
the chapter of isaiah from the
oth to the verses
I1eiderEelderiderlder pratt then said I1 have
read these passages not with the
idea of selecting from them any
one passage but more particularlyparticularY
to impress upon the congregation
the fact that something must take
place which never has been ful-
filled
I1 since the day that isaiah lived
indand propprophesiedhealed among the people
you will admit with me that there
never has been a universal destruc-
tion of all the wicked and the
transgressors from off the face of
theeartathe earth there have been scores
of millions of sinners upon the earth
since the utterance of this prophecy

present time but the whole-
sale destruction spoken of has
never taken place you will all
admit with me also that the signs
which are to appear in the heavens
aboulabout the time of this universal
destruction of thothe wicked have not

dyeyett taken place wowe are told not
only that the sun shall be darkened
in hlahia going forth but the stars
shall refuse their shishiningfning if only
the sunsunt were to be darkened the
heathen nations that could not
account for it might sayeay it had
reference to some great eclipse

tsuch as has occurred in different
augengageses butbutt when they find that all
athotho stars of heaven withold theirlight and there is not even so muchpauch
f as a glimmer of light and the sun
too becomes as black as sackclothlothithey cannot impute it to an eclipse
for an eclipse would not destroy the I1

alight of the stars that are scattered
over the concave of heaven wo
areaare also told in connection with
this that thetho earth is to be affected

taawell as thothe heavenly bodies it is
to roll to and fro like a drunken

manmanmau the mountains aro to bobe
brokenbrouen down and the whole eartearth11

aiatoja to be dissolved no such thing
ellaeliaseverseven taken place since the day
lathisft this prophecy was uttered it is

therefore yet to be fulfilled
eL again isaiah in the chapter

has said that every valley shall bebo
exalted and every mountain and

chillambill shall be made low and the
crookedcrookroocrookedked shall be made straight and
the rough places plain and the
glory of the lord shall be revealed 9audnudgandgaudand all flesh shall see it together 11

an event as that has never
1otI occurred for we havohave many moun-

tains in all parts of the earth anderthenhethe valleys are not yet exalted
neitherrither are the rough places made
smooth we are told that not only
are thetho mountains to be brokebroken11

fcerkmcdowndown and the valleys exalted and
the rough places made smooth but

the10 jaarthearth itself Is to be dissolved
his agrees with the prophecies of

thehe psalmist david he was per-
mitted to see the great day of the

comingoming of the lord andanti has
describedbed it in many of his psalms
amongkinong other things which he says
hallshall take place iais that the hills
shouldhould melt like wax at the pres
encence of the lord they of course

willvill fall down by the force of gravi-
tyty and fili1111 up thethet valleys sucsuesuchh an
wontevent haslias never taken place since
thehe day the prophecy was utteredye are told also in another place
byayiy the prophet isaiah ilowhow thattherservantshe of god in those notable
days should call upon the name of
tho lordloid oh that thou

fc rend the heavens that
thou come down that the
mountains might flow down at thy
presence As when the melting
fire burneburnethtb the fire ththee
waters to boilboll to make thy name
known to thine adversaries that
the nations might tremble at thy
presence which prayersprayer shall be
answered

another thing Is fookenspoken of be-
sides all these changes that I1 have
named there will be a great re-
moval of certain portions of the
earth the earth is moved ex-
ceedinglyceecoe as contained in the
verse orof the bath chapter of isaiah
and in the following verse baill
referring to the changes that this
earth is to undergo it reads and
shall bobe removed likolike a cottcottageigeage
we are still further told in the
same chapter that thotilethe lord
mabeth tiletilo earth emptycuilty and
mabeth it waste and gurnith it
upside down etc that is many
portions of tilethe earth which now
lietie burledburied will be thrown to the
surface and many portions which
now aroarc tilethe upper crust of the
earth will be turned under

the earth is now divided into
continents and islands we may
ask are these to ehchangeal ae their locloca-
tion

a
the answer is yes the

apostle and revelator john in the
ath chapter of revelations tells us
that he sawraw in visionvilo after the
opening of the sixths th sealgealal amonamong9
other remarkable things that

every mountain and island were
moved out of their places such
islands as great britain will change
their location as well as those of
the pacific ocean and all others in
lilelike manner J arid I1 have no doubt
there will be a vastavast change between
ththe location ofbf continents and the
location of the great oceans and
seas at that time the earth will
doubtless be rolled back to the
position it formerly occupied we
read that there is to be a restitution
of all things spoken 010 1 by thether mouth
of all the holy prophets if the
earth is to be restored to its
former condition as it once existed
soon after the creation then so far
as continents and oceans are con-
cerned there will bobe a restitution
of those portions of the globe as
well as many things not mentioned
in prophecy

these passages which I1 have read
occurred to my mind principally
after I1 came to this house I1 aliatliathauhad
nothing particular to present to the
congregation nothing studied or
prepared I1 prefer to depend upon
the spirit of the lord to direct
me when engaged in preaching the
gospel1 and my mind seems to be
directdirectedd to thothe great events that are
to transpire in the overthrow and
destruction of the wicked nations
the great events to transpire in
which the sun will become black
as sackcloth and every star withold
its light and cast themselves down
as the falling of figs from tilethe fig
tree all of which will bobe very re-
markable in their nature

the prophet joel says and it
shall come to pass afterward that I1
will pour out my spirit upon all
flesh and your sons andaud your
daughters shall propprophesyhesbes your old
men shallhallL dream dreamsd your
young lueniuen shall see visionsvisionQ

and I1 will show wonders in thothe
heavens antland in the earth blood
and fire and pillars of smoke the
sun shall be turned into darknessI1and the moon into blood before
the great and terrible day of the
lord come etc do you suppose
my brethren that the lord would
have inspired muchsuch men as thepsalmist david the prophets
isaiah joel john tiletiie revelatorrovEovelatorI1 as
well as many othersother to speak 0off
events of this description whichchichwere to take place in the latter
times if no such thing would
transpire no certainly not these
things too are so frequently alluded
to that we cannot have any dubiety
upon our minds in regard to the
design of the lord

I1 havehare no doubt a great many changes
hatehave taken place udon our globoglobe sincesincel

that great change wrought upon it at the
time efof the creation there certainly was
a creatgreat change wrought upon it then for
we arearo told that when the lord organized
the earth it waswaa enveloped inla a great ocean
of water there being no dry landlaud in sight
but the lord by his power and word or
in other words by his immutable laws
caused that the waters should be gathered
together into one place and hence the dry
land appeared I1 do notmot suppose that
this chadwechange was effected in 0f
an eye iI1 believe the lord has certain
established laws by which he accomplishes
hishighighis wonderfulerfal works pertaining to alibisallail his
creations how long thisthia submerged
earth had an existence before the lord
commanded the great deep that enveloped
thetho whole solid surface of the same to be
removed is not torfor me to sayeay no one can
tell howbow many years or thousands of
years or how many millions of years
this earth may havohave existed in the form of
partial or imperfect organizations before
this great event happened of wilwllwhich1

1ich moses
gives an account the periods mentioned
hina the history as recorded in thothe ut chap-
ter of Gegenesisnests 1are represented as begin-
ning with the evening and ending with the
morning seven such periods are men-
tioned how long these periods called
days were I1 cannot tell itis very evident
they were not governed by the rotation of
the earth on its axis because the guneun did
not give light during the first three days
or periods it was on the fourth day
that the lord caused the light of the sunrun
to shinethine upon this little speckapeck of cieatlon
but there were three days prior to that
when the sunaun did not shine upon the earth
what then was to distinguish between
the light and darkness we of course can-
not say there waswar an eternity of past
duration before the period called the
first day 11 the materials we hs latter
day saints believe existed from all eternity
the materials had no beginningbecbeeinning they
were not created

there is one particular to which I1 wish
to call your attention the ocean seems
to have been gathered by itself when the
dry land appeared and whether or not
there were any that period of our
globes history we are not informedyouyon might inquire what has occasioned
two great continents and two great oceans
intervening between them and how are we
to account for the appearances of islands
and seas as they now exist these arearc
the results of other changes since the days
of the organization of this earth as pro-
claimed by moses thothe flood no doubt
produced some changes on thetho surface of
our globe but still I1 do not believe for a
moment that it could have produced the
changeschanger we now see so farfan astaeas the loca-
tion of the different islands and continents
Is concerned we descend to a period bince
the flood inIR the days of felczfelez we are
told the earth was divided this is a
very short historical notice of a very mar
belous event ifit we had the whole account
of this occurrence precisely as it transpired
it would certainly be extremely won derfel
supposing that the one great ante deindela
thinvian continent which must have existed
prior to that time were to be divided by
several thousand miles of water would
not that babit a most wonderful event

it may iebe enquired what natural laws
could have performed sachsuchbuchanan event I1 do
not pretendto say that any regular uni-
form laws exist by which it was accom-
plishedpilshed but there are laws perhaps that
finite manan doesdocs not comprehend and fully
understand which might occasion the
division of the earth the lord has un-
der hisbis control all the laws of nature
whether uniform or not il is j ast as easyeaby
for the lord to cause water to stand up
as perpendicular walls instanced inft the
caselow the children of israel crossing the
redbed sea as it is to cause these waters to
settle to theircommon levelevel what causes
water to find its level it iaIs the power of
god and nothing else we give it the
name of gravitation but the power of
gravitationgravitatjon is nothing more nor less than
the power god exercises upon the ele-
ments anproducingduclus uniform laws

Ilaslias the lord no other laws in opera
tion but the law of gravity yes he can
cause thothe law of gravity to be in subjec-
tion to other laws for instance a cer-
tain man waswar cutting down wood with the
prophet elishaellsha when his axe fell into deep
water to all appearance lost and the
man was somewhat exercised about it
because the axe was bo the
prophet understanding thetho nature of
certain laws higher than that of gravita-
tion exercised the priesthood
with which he was endowed commanding
the iron to swim and it did so

againagaid on another occasion the prophet
elishaellsha knowing that he must succeed the
prophet eljah in the ministry and that
eljah was about to be translated and
taken to heaven asked of him a certain
favor before hohe ascended namely that a
double portion of his Eleljaheijahjahjab spirit mlmightbt
rest upon him eljaheijah said in response
thou hastbast askedtasked a hard thing neverthe-

less if thouthan seest jewhenme when I1 am taken
fromfroin thee it shall bobe so unto thee but ifit
not itiseballshall not bobe toso it pleased thuthe
lord to grant unto ellshaelisha his desire for
he beheld the prophet ascend to heaven
in a chariot of fire drawn by horeck hav-
ing

bay-
ing the appearance of fire hoire then took
the mantle of elijah that fell atom him
sandwithand with it he smoteemote the waters of the
jordan saying where is the lord god
of elijah and they parted lilthitherherandand
thither and ellaba went over on dry
ground here thentheris we procprec citeeiTe a power
greater than gravitation

As we have already observed when the
children of israel had passed oterover the red
sea the waters were thrown up like walls
on eithercither side of them the lord caused
the samebamo waters to flow down uponpon their
enemies totally destroydestroyinglug them

again while israel was journeying in
the s we are informedinformnd that they
came to the river jordan andana that as the
priests who bore the ark of the covenant
touched the water with the soles of their
feet the waters rose up in a heap and all
israel passed over on dry ground

from these himplesimple testimonies nw hayehave
shown that god controls the laws of na
turetareareurearc again the fact of the prophet
elijaheiljah being taken up to heaven recordrecords s
motheranother Iniinginstancetance of the lawslaw of gravitation
leingicing overcome by a more powerful oneoue
again thothe ascension of jesus after he
hadbad commissioned his disciples to preach
the gospel to all the world was another
instance of thetho law of gravitation being
overcome by the power of god then let
no person suppose that all the great events
that will hereafter transpire upon the sur-
face of land and sea have got to take
place by reason of somefame glowslow progressive
changes occupying hundreds of thous-
ands and perhaps millions of years ac-
cording to the ideas of modern geologists
can they showchow the way the lord can gov-
ern and control these things bringing

in the course of a very shortshod
time that perhaps would take millions ofol01

years to accomplish by the mere progress-
ive changes such as are recognized by ge-
ologists how easy it would be for that
same power to be madomade manifest in com-
manding the great ocean to leave its pres-
ent bed and to gather together in the polar
regions in our globe one may askark what
would holdbold them there they now occu-
py the common level surface as near the
centre of gravity as they can and sustain
the centrifugal force exercised by theithe ro
tation of the earth on its axis if they
should be rolled back whence they carnecame
if a great equatorial continent in one con-
tinuousus bultbelt encircled the globe and the
two polar regions were covered with
oceans what would hold them in their
position it might bobe done without in-
fringingfr particularly on the laws of gravi-
tationtationn how eabyeasy it would be for the
lord to compress the polar regions of our
globe and cause thothe equatorial regions to
rise higherbagher eoso as to balance ththee polar
waters and retain them in the arcticarcele and
antarctic regions

it may be objected that should such a
condition exist even though wowe should
admit the power of god in thus dividing
the waters and giving us an equatorial
continent yet this would not protect the
inhabitants of the equator from the burn-
ing heat of the sun and it would be utter-
ly impossiblem isible for the inhabitants of the
earth to inhabit the equatorial region if
this should bobe the case how easy it
would be for the lord to alter the posi-
tion of the earths axis giving it a greater
inclination to the plane of the ecliptic BOso
that theao tropics should extend thirty
five or forty degrees north and south of the
equator what effect would this have it
would have the effect of giving greater
heat to the poles and also of giving lessjess
heatbeat to the equator

the earth will be shaped into the form
bestbeat adapted to the occupation of a higher
order of beings now children of mor-
tality occupy this klobeglobe in some por-
tions ofat the earth we bummerbuffer extremes a0
heat and cold the laplander has guard-
ed against this in his snowenow househonse while
the people of the torrid regions have to
guard against intense heatbeat and there is
much sufferingby the inhabitants of the
earth in their present state of mortality
from the extremes of heat and cold but
in relation to the great event 1 have named
1 hayehave no doubt but what every motionmotton
and arrangementarranarraugement that thetho lord will caucancausecausobe
to take place upon the surface of our
globe will have a tendency to prepare it
for the habitation of beings of a higher
order of intelligence than those who now
occupy it in testimony of this we will
refer you to somosome few passages of scrip-
ture thothe inhabitants of the heavens
who now reside in the presence of god
the father and hisbis goneon jesus christ do
not always expect to reside there they
have anticipations as well as we and
they expect to receive another place or lo-
cation

a
than where they now reside have

you not read that pepeculiarpecullarcullarcallar passage con-
tained in the ath chapter of the cevela

in relation to the InhabitinhabitantsautsRuta of
heaven the revelator john heard them
sing a new and beautiful song about the
unsealing of a certain book thou art
worthy to take the book and to open the
sealsbeals thereof for thou wartwast slain and hastbast
redeemed us to god by thy blood out 0of
every kindred and tongue and people
and nation and hastbast made us unto our
god kings and priests and we shall reign
on the earth etc

what the inhabitants of heaven com-
ing to reign on this earth yes some
of you may sayeay 1I should not tunk that
heavenly people would want to leave the
presence of god and the lamb where all
is peace and happiness where there is no
sin to mar the peace of that blessed abode
I1 should not suppose that they could anti-
cipatecipale joy in coming back to this earth
butbat the earth is to undergo a changechan e in
which it will be sanctified and made glori-
ous when the sinners are destroyed when
the lord performs what I1 hayehavo read to
you nanamelyracky that thetho inhabitants of the
earth are to be burned up and few men
left and all the armies of the wicked
slaughtered and when the prediction of
isaiahlealah is fulfilled that the slamglam will be
from one end of the earth to the other and
the earth changed in its position and a
beautiful climate introduced and all the
dry ground medomede habitable and the
rough places made smooth the valleys
raised and the mountains bevelledlevelledlevel led down
I1 think they will then delight to come
here because this is their old home
where they once lived thou hastbast re-
deemed us to god by thy blood out of
every kindred and tongue and people
and natian and hastbast made us unto our
god kings and priests sudand we shall reign
on thothe earth

how will they reign will they come
here as spiritual pensonpersonpersonagesazesages withoutt bodies
of flesh and bones no there will babe a
resurrection and when these great events
take place on the earth which are BOso
clearly predicted by so many of thetho an-
cient worthies who held communion with
god thathe graves will give up thathe righteous
dead the saints who were heardhoard singing
that new and beautiful song even the

spir s of thethelastjustjast will come from thetho cc
lelilellestealI1 paradise to claim their resurrected
bodies no more to be subject to death
theyvhey will be immortal and eternal they
will have intelligence in proportion to that
exalted condition of their spirits and
bodies and the earth will be adapted to
them as a dwelling place this is the rea-
son why these changes are to taktakeeliaceellaceplace

G ebog its sayeay it would take some mil-
lionslionsI1 of yeajeayearsrs to effect any chanceschanges oforthethe
earthcartharth 1in regard to the location of its con-
tinents and islandsislandg andaad a great number
of intelligent readers are inclined totals
belief but there is a god who will disap-
point them all who will show forth his
power causing the earth to rock to and
fro like a drunken manmau a god whose
power Is able to causebaue the mounmountains to be
cast down and the valleys to come up
when it rains upon the exalted taiTalvalleysleys it
will wash down the richnich sollcoll upon the
rocky mountains which have bunkeunk noathbeneathbc
making them fertile and thus the whole
surface of the earth will become a fit abode
for man in his improved and perfected
state whether immortal or mortal

do you think one may eay there
will bobe mortal beings living on the earth
when these heavenly hostshoists come yesyc
and they will dwell together what peo-
ple not subject to sickness or to sorrowborrow
or punishment people whomwhose bodies are
celestial and immortal who will endure in
their bodies to all will they
mingle with mortal beings yes nayshays
we any scripture to sustain us in this
yes ouroar saviour was immortal when he
arose from the tomb his body of flesh andaud
bones was no longer sensitive to pain it
was a glorified immortal and eternal body
could he mingle with the children of mor-
tality yes for on a certain occasion the
apostles doubtless thinking the saviour
to be dead went to their netsnete their former
pursuit but jesus knowing their hearts
went to the geaseaseashoreshore and therothere made a
fire by and by he called them to land
and they came heile took a fiahfish and broiled
it on the coals and gayogate it to them to eat
and he ate with them uche was immortal
they were mortal was there any per-
ceptibleceptible dlfdiffereneedifference between the appearance
of the saviour on this occasion and his
disciples no he did not permit his glory
to shine forth as he did on the islelisle of pat-
mos when john received his heavenly
manifestations his glory was withheld
and they had no difficulty in looking upon
his person

I1 have no doubt there will be a certain
degree of the glory of thelmimmortalthe mortal beings
withheld from the children of mortality
during the whole period of the millen-
nium kings and priests will come here
to reign and will mingle freely among
their children of whom they are ancestors
and those who arearc mortal can receive in-
structionst fremfram those whorho are immortal
that will prepare them for the time when
the earth is to undergo a still greater
change the children ofat mortality will
need this preparation in order to live when
this earth is burning up which Is to bobe its
final destiny

when jesus comes the events that I1
have named willwin take place the earth Is
destined to pass away after these immor-
tal beings have dwelt upon it for one
thousand years after jesus has been here
relgareigningang as king otof kings and lord of
lords and people have become familiar
with him and all the ancients by and by
the earth will bobe burned up youyon may
inquire what is the use of burning it
up
the earth wuiwill be burnt up jtit haahas been
cursed by reason of the fall in the early
ages god said cursed is the ground for
thy sake in sorrowborrow thou ehalt eatcat of it
all the daysdaya of thy lifeilfe etc that curse
has not been fully removed to this day
the earth hashaa groaned under wickedness
its inhabitants have hehadd to suffer all thothe

of a rigid climate or the in-
tensitiesties of heatbeat andandeoldcold millions have
thus sufferedbuffered fortor many thousands of years
all in conscongconsequenceequencc aof the curnecuree that came
upon this creation this curse Is16 not all
to be removed at once it wilt be removed
inla part during the the
curse will not occupy thewthe wholebole face of the
earth to the fame extent during that timelime
as it has during the days of wickedness
but BOso great has been the curse that god
decreed that it should eunerguner death like
unto man it cannot escape it the change
must come the final change which is
equivalent to death itself the prophet
isaiah speaks of the carth dying andthey that dwell therein t llad dlodio in like
manner As it shallshail diedle so shailshall allwooallail who
dwell upon it when kallshall it beeeee death
not until after the millennium after the
reign of righteousness for the space of one
thousand years after too the little seabea
son during which period of time satan
will be loosed out of hishla prison it will
continuecon tinne in its temporal state with a por-
tion of the cureecurse upon itslla facelace until the
devil shall gather together hishla armies at
the end of the thousandand years when he
will marshal them bringing them up on
the breadth ofbf the earth and comcompassingcompassionpassin
the camp of thetho saints and the delotelbaloyra
city then the lord will makemako the final
change then the last trump will soundbound
which will bring forth nia I1 the sleeping na
eions they v IIIili come fotfoi h with immortal
bodies no more to be su eject to temporaltemperal
death they bluj come forthforill from theirthein
sleeping tombs and the sea will give up
the dead whichchisinla in it the grayesgraves of tho
wicked will be opened mid they will comecomo
forth and a great a0 throne will ap-
pear asits recorded in the aoth chap of
revelations and the personage who sitsrits
on it is described jesus comescornea then in his
glory and power in a manner far greater
than has ever been manifested onan this
earth before so great willwilt bobe the glory of
him who sits upon the throne that fromfrem
before his face the earlucarlu and the heaven
will flee away aud nuno place shailshall be found
for them

will not that be a urecretiertf cr change thanthau
castlow down the uluniu etcetc which
is to taketaice place atnt tlti isa beginning of the
millennium thutha earth is to be burntbarnt bbyy


