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onOB the Jjequatorquator march 1615 1898 Asaa
1 begin this letter I1 am on the hottest
zoographicalgraphicalgoo line on the face of the
globedblobs I1 am sitting on the deck of the
steansteamshipwhip santiago opposite but out
off might ofat the coast of ecuador and
almost exactly on the equator we

shallkall orocross it within an hour if it
were not for a slight breeze which
sull follows us from the northeast
arade winds the air would be stifling
and asan it tois the very sea seems to
steam at my right there is a vast
extent of ocean which the sun has
turned into molten silver ten billion
41diamondsamonds are dancing up and down
upon the waveletswavelesswavelets and although I1

aa under cover the light of the susunn
VAAs reflected from the water dazzled
my eyes as the direct rays of a july
suneun at home on the opposite side of
thebe vessel inthethe shadow the water is
of an I1indigo blue and as I1 stand up
mod look about me I1 see nothing but
a vast expanse of what lnin the hothyhazy air seems to be a steaming sea

westward stretches the pacific
a dimdistancetance of about miles before
itft reaches the lower part of asia and
to0 the east is the equatorial region of
ipuh america including snow capped
andes auaand the mighty amazon my
jpresent field of travel it is now three
days since I1 left panama for guayaaguaya
quil the port of ecuador and until

morning we have been sailing by
the coast of colombia but in many
places miles from the shore in
tais way we have saved four or five
days of travel and will make guayaaguaya
quil in tourfour days while the coasting
stesteamers take ten

the boats of the southern pacific are
taxtar different from those on which I1
have crossed at different times to
asia they are unlike the steamers ofany other part of the world the
cabins are larger and the quiet of the
sea for you seldom have a storm
here nablesenables them to have several
decks or stories and to keep every-
thing open there is about a quarter
of a mile of walking space on the two
upper decks of the Samsantiagotiago and on
the top one there are places where you
could almost lay out a croquet ground
and have room to spare I1 awake
every morning thinking I1 am on my
mountain farm in virginia there is
a bleating of sheep a crowing of cocks
and a quacking and cackling of geese
and ducks now and then a cow moos
or a pig squeals we carry all our
meat with us on the upper deck
within ten feet of where I1 am writing
there are two big coops full of chick-
ens ducks and geese the coops are
two story affairs walled with slatsslate
the chickens are in the top story some
raoro and others poking their
headsbeads out to yetget at the water and corn
in the troughs outside the ducks and
geese are on the ground floor A lit-
tle further over there are crates filled
with potatoes and onions and others
containing oranges and pineannles
the sheep and cattle are in pens and
stalls two floors below they are in
the steerage near the butcher shops
andnd kitchens and where there is what
you do no find on other ships a trav-
eling piarket there are men who pay
bitbig ousums torfor thehe privilege of selling on

southN pacific ships to the people at
ports our market men have in

dr atal present about a dozen
n loads afpf oranges and pineal

01 and ten cattle from
chile and they will load uptip with other

things at guayaquilayaquilGu they will take
this stuff to the ports along the deserts
of peru and chile and asam nothinggrows there will get very high prices
travel Is very costly in these ships
there are two lines which sawsail betweenpanama and valparaiso one belongs
to the pacific steam navigation com-
pany and the other to the chileansChi leans
the two companies have combined
and as they have a monopoly of the
business they keep up the rates I1
have never paid sono much for steam-
ship travel asan I1 am now doing thetarefare to guayaquilGu ayaquil from panama toIs 67
inhi gold for a distance of about
miles or more than 8 cents a mile
the faresares to europe by the first class
atlantic liners do not run more than 3
cents a mile and on some of the boats
you bangooan go for 2 cents or less thefifreightleight rates here are also very high
being boutabout one cent a pound for thistrip these lines have steamers every
week north and south from panama to
valparaiso a distance of miles
the through rate tois but all pas-
sengers are charged extra for stop-
overs at the ports and the local rates
are correspondingly higher

I1 am astounded at the extent of these
south american countries the re-
public of colombia along which we
have been sailing and of which the
isthmus of panama forms a part is
longer from north to south than the
distance between st paul and new
orleans and widerwidar in some parts than
a beeline from new york to chicago
it contains more than square
miles it Is one sixta the size of the
united states without alaska and it
would make over nine states the size
of new york or ten as big as ohio or
kentucky the isthmus or department
of panama has an area almost four
times as big as that of massachusetts
and the colombian state of cauca 1is
almost as large as texas I1 have met
a number of americans and others
who have recently traveled in many
parts of colombia they tell me the
country is an undeveloped empire and
that a great part of it is as yet unex-
plored there are some americans
engaged in business of one kind or
another in colombia some are in the
extreme north in the Ch iriqui lands of
the upper isthmus raising coffee and i
others have been buying lands in the
cauca valley this valley tois over the
mountains a little back of the pacific
it tois several hundred miles long and
about twenty or more miles wide and
it is said to have som of the most fer-
tile lands on the globe one ameri-
can named eder who has recently
died Is said to have left a big fortune
made out of his coffee plantations I1
have heard it said that his income was

a year from them and another
had a contract for a railroad upon
which he did so little work that the
colombian government finally paid a
million dollars to get rid of him this
was in the case of the concession for
the cauca valley railroad which was
to connect this rich region with the
port of buenaventura I1 am told that
english capitalists have now the con

1 cession and that they will complete
i the road it is now about twenty miles
long and the intention is to build it on
to the capital of the province the city
of call which is sixty four miles from
buenaventura in addition to this
road there are a half dozen other little
railroads in the country comprising
altogether about miles of track
more than one fourth of which hashaa
been built by americans the chief
bank of panama that of henry ehr-
man is american the head of the
firm came to panama with 25 cents
thirty years ago he Is now worth

several million dollars and avea inpartsparis
the chief means of gettingfretting aboutthrough colombia tois on the rivers wattandon the mule and donkey pathspatha whichoronocross the mountains everywhere

there is no country which has a great-
er number of more curious str anukwhat would you think of a rivetriver of
vinegar colombia hhas one it is theupper part of the braucaraucacauca river thethcauca risesrisen in the southern part of abothcountry near ecuador and flowsflown
miles north and empties into the mag-
dalena

mae-
dalena durin the first part of itscourse it has waters which contain 11parts of sulphuric acid and 9 partsparta ofhydrochloric acid in every thousand
it is so sour within some miles of its
source that no fish can live in it and
it goes by the name of the rio vinagregre
which means the vinegar river thumw
magdalena the chief river of colombiacorresponds with our mississippi it to18
more than 1000 miles long it tois asan
wide but not so deep as the missis-
sippi but it cuts the country right tointwotwo steamerssteadeSteame off light draft sail week-ly from onan the Ccarib-bean sea up the magdalena to hondohond
where you take mules and climb up abo

the great plain of bogota on whitbogotaB ogota the capitale isetto tbated then there are bbranches of aflip
and of other big rivers to

colombia so that the country toIs alalmostasan well watered asaa china ten 0ot 6
little steamers on the colombia wvwere
made at pittsburg and brought ftfromawnew york in pieces and here put to-
gether

just a word or so aboutabeldt bogota A
1

is a town of inhabitants and it
has electric lights and a street railroad
which were put in by americans ak8has a university ninety five years old
a national theater a library of 00bloofvolumes an astronomical
tory and a poor house the totown as Wa plain about a half mile highterhigher upup w
the air than denver and its climateIs I1 am told much the same this isthe headquarters of the army and thescene of a revolution now and thepthen

it is at bogota that the residentpresident
lives and here that congress meetsmeetitii Is here that the fat concessions a
given out colombia toIs a land of COB
sessionscessionscescess lons I1 have told you of tthas Ws
fortunes which americans have madeadeout of the panama railroad which sawamrpays a quarter of a million dollars a
year to the government another val-
uable concession is the salt monopoly
no salt i can be sold except by me
party owning this concession atpresent the owner is mrs nuneznune tab
widow of the late president nunanune
shehe has salt mines and furnishes thithe

people of colombia with a very
poor article at very high prices woj
bacco is another concession and
ing cards another the gambling
houses at panama pay a lebrfor the right to keep other people outdut
of the business and as far as I1 dancan
learn they are glad to do it there
is of course nothing like the matwy
afloat now that there was during foftth
old01 d canal days but every once in a
while they catch a sucker as they did
just before I1 arrived when a
irishman lost in one night at
roulette another concession at pans-

i ma is the lottery this is owned by a
stock company which has a capital otor

the stock pays dividedividendslidS ofaf
j 45 per cent a year and tickets ata
a dollar a piece are sold every deex
the prizes range from downward
you see the lottery ticket peddler
everywhere men women and child-
ren black and white accost you in the
hotels on the streets and in thithe rail-
road trainsis and offer you chanced fa
the next drawing I1 happened to- be
passingparsing the lottery office on
when thehe drdrawingswIng was going cowam0
stepped in A little boy of about eight


