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THE DESERET WEEREEKLY:

It was tbe elm and desire of the
officers to inutll] into the bearts of the
ohjldren a derire to bhonor and revere
tbe birthday as well as the name of our
beloved Prophet.

QOfficers nnd cbildren all {oin in
wlsbing him meny happy relurns of
his birtbdey, and that he mey be
spared to lesd tbe people antil he 18
patiefled with this lite. This with all
other bieesinge for hlafature happiness,
we ek God to glive.

AM, FORE PRIMARY AB8S'Ns5.

E11zA BUCKWALTER, 8ec.

ELDER WHITNEY'S LECTURE.

Tbe Aseembly Hall wae well fllled
leet evening on Lbe opecssion of the
lecture by Elder Orson F, Whitney,
whose subject was, Boro Agaln—Bap-
tiem of the Water and of the Bpirit.
During the evenlng K. C, Easton
esng the solo O, by Father,

Jerde #ajd, began the speaker, except
A men be boro of water and of the
Bpirit he cannotl enter into the King-
domw of Gou. Thia poeitive anu all-
jmportant declaratlon had been tbe
caise of no end of coutroversy
and discueslon, and np to this
day e real mesning heu
oot been dJetermined by some of the
religions denominations. Over the
general meaning of the phrase there
mey have: been no Jefinite Jdispuote.
All beheved more of lees in baptiem,
bui tbe questiob remaining and fur-
nishing tbe backbone of Lhe conlro-
velay was what wae reelly meant by
the word baptism.

Theeloglaps in eumming the eubject
ap, took for thelr guide the lignt
throwu upou it by ancient commenta.
tors., But this would oot suffice, lur
the Latler-aay Bajnte, they looked for
somelhing mole eutstantial to throw
Ite raviance apon thelr minds and g1ve
them a proper and eXplicil interpreta-
tion of the guestion. They gaeped for
some remnpesct of that grand old work
which Seenes Himsell obrought to earth,
tor in thet they looked forward (os
source whicoh was sublime, pure and
boiy. 0

The speaker, to eubatantiate he
stand taken by the Latter-day Salnts
quoted from the New Testament ae
jollows, Matthew iii, 1, 2,5 a0d 6;
Mark |, 4; Matthew hi, 11-17; Jobn li,
8.-5; Matthew xviil, 18, 19; Mark xvi,
15-18; Acts 1i, 2830 and vlii, 14.17;
Acts x, 46, 47, Aot xix, 5, 6; Acle
xxit, 16: Romane vi, 3.6; lst Corin-
thine xv, 8; 1lst Corinthiane x, 1, 2 and
4; Ephesians v, 26, Tilue 3, 5: lat
Peler iij, 18-21; Johno i, 7, Johm v,
7, 8.

Thete pacsages,
Lthey

srid the
taught anyihing,
the ordipasopce ol bap-
tiem io lia cowpleleness. They
teught the baptiem 'of Dot oniy the
water, but the basptiem o! hoth tbe
waler and the Bpirit, like ooto thst
recelved by Jesue Christ some elghteeu
bundred yesrssgo. The Bub uid this
and He doeth notbiog but 'hat whbigh
Heeeelh Hle Father do. Follow me,
waa the injupciion, uod thus was the
baptiem of the Bavior and all olhers
made neceseary. Jesus wan withoot
sln or blemien, but notwithetepdlng
thir, He #ald %0 John the Baplaef,
SBuffer it to be so now, for thuas 11
becomelh ue (o faiflll all righteousness.
Bome olalmed that the baptism of

Apeaker,
ir
taught

Jerus war o vicarlons one, t ut whetber
60 or nol, that did oot ocbviate ite
necesgily. Tbe ordinence was made
universsl and became the door-way tu
tbe Kingdom of God becsuse of ile
lypliylog tbe rcearrection. It wae &
law which applied to all humanity
wlilh the exception of emali Infeute, to
whom it did not apply beoause of their
being slniess in the eyen of the Father.
Buffer Jittle children to come woto me,
snid Llhe Savicr, and torbid them not
for such I8 the kipgdom of heaven.
He nleo eald, Uniess you humble your-
selvea ap B liltle ohild ye canoot enter
lnto tbe kingdom of God, These
declarations set fortb the purity of
Httle cbjldren and gave mankind to
understand that uniese they puriflea
tbenmselves, they wele not capable o/
becoming candidatea for His iavore
and blessinge.

RBaptism for the dead was alao tenght
by the scriptoral quotatione referred
o, 1o order thatl mankind mijght avold
spiritoel imprisonment s nod be given a
chanoce Lo sutlaln lo n degree of glory
in the Father’s kingdom. Thore who
had pessed away belore the restoration
of tbe Gospel,jor withcut haviog bad a
chence to obey the Goapel in the flesh
were given the opporlunity ol rege1v-
Ing it through tbe vicarious work done
fof them, aud thus if they received i,
fell heirslo s place io tbe celestial
zingdom (of our GGod. Those who re-
tused to receive the Goepel when given
an opportuuity in- the flesh would be
given acother chance vicarionsly and
thus throw themselves open to s Jower
deuree of glory, even the terrestriat
glory.

Toe doclrine of children’s beptlem
wan ooe which had been much dis:
coesed, despite the fact ihat they were
sipless and bad no need of baplism,
while for 8 long period in early ceu-
turiee, baptiem) wae looked upon aes not
hejng an essenlial to ealvation st all
It wae in toe sixtleenth pentury, how-
ever, ihat baptism as looked upon
generally today wae acceptud by neal-
iy ail of Cbhristendums.

Baptiam of tbe waler was a gleans-
ing procees, through chedleuce to the
work of God and taith in Hle promiee
tbat former slus should be Femitted.
By baptiem humsanity were ss morally
cieansed e by death tbhe body wWae
ireed from ite corruption. Thers were

three essentinl elements 1p bap-
tlem—'aith, waler and  blood--
ajthough bat the wo former
were generally recognlzed, RBaptiam

wae not complele, howevel, witbout
the third element, for as Jobp Bald,
The hlood of Jesus Christ cleapesth us
from all sln. The lalter element
reemed Lo Bcl as the mediator, fur Lhe
baptlem of the water sod the spirjt
were not eflectoni unlees ifinked with
the element of the biood.

The apeaker told of baptiem as looked
upoen by Bl Augusius uwnd toe Greeks
snd tnen yeferred to ite elgniflcance.
The Bavior was nola niere rbetoficlan,
nor did he resort to vain repetitions,
but bls wernde werle all symbolicai of
some grand prinoigple which he destreu
to potlray of iulerpret. Whbhen He
compared the entrance iuto Hie King-
dom with s birth he was hinting
al oo less a prioeciple tbano
the resnrrection for the dead.
Boro of waler means io go down Iato
and come op ovut of the water. Thix
then determined that bsptiem wae by

==

immersion, a8 the birth would wnot be
complete nnless it was a literal pover—
log of the body. Baptlem of the aplrit:
meant literally tbul we must come °
rrom God, or be buried in His 8pirkt.
Bo aleo wae it willh every birth—s
aleo was it wilh every resurrecliors.
The waler Iln which we weregbaried
oy baptlsm was 8 8Ymbol of the graveg
which led to s celestial salvation or the
glory of God. Every birth impliedt
bariel; » burial o tbis life presa ppused:
& birth in the world to come, ]
That immerslon was the mode
inetituted by Cbrist and Hia A posatles
was a reasonable inleTence, The very
meaning of tbe Word mea ot to dip and!
io the anclent chorcbes pf the world
tbls mode Wwee praoliced, until the
ibirteentb century wben tney had
given way (o eprinkling. Anpocient
oburch bulldings, however, showed
tbat Immersion wes chpoe resorted Lo,
Io early ages it was the gnetom o
bave n Lbree-fold immersjon (o repre--
eeat the differeot brenches of the
Trinjty, Thie was final)y cbanged
untll today there were ,practiced
throughout Christendom many diffel-
snt modes ol baptlsm. It remasained,

bowever, for tbe Prpphet Josepb
B8mith to introdnuce the grdinaoce
soew in  tbis  dispenpeation. It
whs oo tbho 15th day of

May, 1829, wben Joseph nng QOliver
Ciwdery while trapsiating the Book
of Mormon ©oBEme agross the almost
obeplsle term baplism, They went
Into the woode and jcquired of the.
Lord copeerniog 1, when, sccording:
to tbeir own testimony, they received
s heavenly Vieitslion, the messénger
telllng them thal bis name was JobD,
the same Jobm referred to in the
Soriptures as John Lhe Baptist. At
this tlme he dellvered gplo them
sathority to baptize eacn other, by bee
stowing wupon Lthem tbe Holy
Priesthood, They were aleo oom-
muanyged &sod given power and
autborily to baptlze olhere, which they
dw, tbus laying the tounustion of the
organizatlon of tte Church of Jesns
Chrtet of Latter-dey Bainte, which
tollowed aiter. God Hjmeelf tbrough
direct revelation gave ptper valushie
instructions concerning the dooirioe of
vaptism.

Eider Whitney 1n conciusinn qaoted
trecly from the Pearl of (dreat Price,
Book of Mormop and the Ductrioe
and Coveunnnts concerning baptism ,ite
efllcacy and proper mode,and sum med
up the whete by bearing testimony Lo
the beneflls whblcn he himeelf bad
received Lhrough complianes wild
that ordinanoe.

Wae Joreph Bmith Bent of Goo? Is
the subject of tbe next lecture, Elder
Franklin D, Richards belng the
spearer, The Twentleth ward choir
will furnieb the singing on that occs=
ejion.

Y. L. M. I..A. CONFERENCE.

Miontes ot the quarterly conferenos
ofthe ¥. L. M. 1, A, beld to the A
sembly Hall Maroh 2, Buperintendeni
Mary A. Freeze preeiding. .

Opening hyma "Guide us O Thou
Great Jehovah.” Prayer Ly BSlstel
Rose Wallace. Binging **Come dearest

-Liord.” (The singing for thls gsao-

erence wae f(arnished by the Tweniy-
first ward Y.L, M.LA.)

Bleter Barah Dean, preeldent of the
Niocleenth warg sssoojation spoke on'



