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is subject to be sent, at the will of his
superiurs, anywhere, at any time.” He
may be ordered to the wildest countries
of the world, and he must go. His
whole life is given up to the serving of
his people, and it is his duty to visit the
pest houses, and 10 minister 1o the sick
there, even at the risk of his Iife,”’

As Cardinal Gibbons said this, my
mind went back over his career and [
remembered an incidemt im it which
shows that he believes what he says and
that in the past he has had the courage
of his convictions. Il was long before
he had any hope ot being a cardinal. [
was when lie was a humble priestin a
small country parish near Bahimore
Smalipox had broken out in his village
and all of his parishioners whowere able
had fled trom the 1own. One poor old
negro who had the disease lay atthe
point of death. He had been deserted
by his friends and family, who had left
him neither food nor medicine. The
young priest heard of the case and
hastening to the dying negro's side he
remained with him until the last. Then
the question came as to his burial
There was no one who would raise a
hand at the risk of his lite to aidin
carrying the corpse to the grave. Father
Gibbons was left alone with the dead.
It dig not 1axe him long to make up his
mind. He determined to be under-
taker as well as minister, and so having
obtained a coffin he placed the budy in
it, and in some way or other dragged it
to the grave. He putitin the ground,
performed the last rites of the church
over it apd buried i1, and then went on
with his work among the sick.

As | thought of this, 1 realized that
this man’s 1deal of 2 Christian lfe was
higher than that of many other religious
men I have known. [ wondered if there
were many of his kind mm the church,
and I asked him if hie tnought that Cath-
olic priests were really ol more value in
their work in the church than Protestant
preachers.

**That I cannot answer,” replied the
cardinal, 'l do not want to criticise any

man. 1 will only say I1hink they ought
to be. They have, in 1lhe first place,
their whole tinie to devote to their

work. Suppose I, for instance, had a
wife and family. I couldnot accomplish
as much as I do mow. My income, |
suppose, is what would not be con-
sidered small, but had 1 wife and family
I could not give as much to charity as |
do now, nor would 1 be tree to go at all
times where the necessities of my busi
ness cali me. Or, perhaps I can better
illustrate it to you by supposing, a case
of two newspaper men. Both have star-
red on their journalistic careers. They
are evenly prepared as to intellectual
abllity and education. Each has his own
place to mane in his profession. Sup-
pose one should say, I am going to get
married and have a good time. [ am
going todo what [ can, but I wiil enjoy
all the good things of ife as [ go along.
and modeling his career on the basis he
begins his newspaper work. His famuly
and soaal life 1ake up a great part ot his
time and his energies. The other man
decides 10 have no mistress but his pro-

fession. It is his only aim. his only
thought. Which in the end will do the
best work.

“Then, again, speaking of Catholic
priests, '’ 1he cardmal continued, *[ won-
der if you realize how long it takes them
to prepare themselves for their work.
It requires twelve years of hard siudy

for the best of masters hefore they are
deemed worthy to bave charge of a
church. The boy who teels that he is
called by the Lord to the priesthood,
having already received a large part ol
his common schoo! education, has at the
age of filteen to go into a college and to
remain there for six years, studying the
ordinary branclies, the sciences, elc, in
connéclion with his refigious work, and
al the end of this time he has six years
more of theological training. He is as-
sociated with the best ininds of the
church, and these twelve years are, as a
rule, those of the hardest kind of study
and work."”

The conversation here turned to the
Sunday question, and 1 asked the cardi-
nal as towhether he was in favor of the
European or the Puritan Sunday. He
replied that he was n favor of Sunday
observance, but that his ideal Sunday
was not the Puri an, nor wasit the Euro-
pean Sunday. Said he: ‘I like the
closing of the shops and all kinds of
business on Sunday and [ think it is a
blessing for Baltimore and for all of our
cities that this is compulsory. I think ali
kinds of work should be stopped on that
day. I hope we shall never have the
Eurgpean Sunday in America, Sunday
should be a day of religious rest, but 1t
also should be a day of innocent recrea-
tion. 1 do not think it wrong for a man
to go oul riding with his fam.ly on Sun-
day afteroovns, nor to take a walk in
the fields. I think that it should be a
day of cheerfulness withgut dissipation,
of religious enjoyment without sadness
or melancholy. The Puritan Sunday
goes too far, and the 1deal Sunday is the
golden mean.”’

““Cardinal Gibbons has the broadest
ideas as regards capital and labor. He
believes iu labor organizations, but

frowns upon the walking delegate and
says that whoever tries to sow discord
between the capitalist and tlie labor ris
an enemy t¢ social ¢ der. He has
‘many times had great influence with the
lahoring classes in time of sirikes, and
has aone much to harmonize the differ-
ences which exist between them and
their emplovers. He is an enthusiastic
Anierican, thoroughiy believing in the
separation in this country of church and
state, and an enthusiastic patriot upcn
all occasions.

It was at the close of one of Dr. Tal-
mage’s lectures on his trip around the
wortd that I chatted with him on religious
maltters, pillting much the same ques-
tions as those [ asked of Cardinal Gib-
bons as to a universal religion. Said |
*After all your travels, doctor, do you
still believe that the people of the world
will some day be altogether Chrisitan?”

“Yes,' replied Dr. Talmage. <l have
no doubt whatever of that. [ believe it
because God never launched a failure.
The vnly salvation for this world is the
Christian religion. Its accepiance by all
people and the carrying out ot its princi-
ples would form the crowning beauty of
this wonderful universe. God built this
world. He cannot do otherwise than
see it completed in its perfection and
beauty. Sin cannot prevail ‘The devil
cannot triumph, The world is steadily
moving on toward the good. Itis betrer
every day. Iis progress in charity, phil-
anthropy and goodness is wonderful.
We go back 200 years to find' suitable
philanthropists to use as examples or
niodels in our speeches on charity todav.
The preatest philantiiropists of the world
are those who are living now. There
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are so many of them that no one thinks
of them. Schools are founded, great
hospitals are built, and churches are es-
tablished almost every week by charity
any one of which would have created a
great sensation had it been built zoo
years ago. We take it now as a matler
ol course, and a donalion of hundreds of
thousands of dollars is hardly worth an
Associated Press dispatch.”

"*Speaking of toregn missions, doctor,
is it mot a fact that the heathens often on

leaving their own religions become inf-
dels, and accept no religion?? -
'“Yes, sometimes,’’ was the reply,

‘‘But not as much as is generally sup-
posed. The missionaries are doing a
vast deal of good. They are doing
wonders in Japan, and they are revolu-
tionizing India. [ met with nothing in
my ‘ravels which impressed me so much
as the religions of India. Hindooism
and Mohammedanism bave for years
bees hardening the hearts and lives of
the people there, and the condition of
the wonlten is hortible. I assure you [
would rather be a horse, a hog or a cow
in America than a woman in India.’?

*“now about {ree though' in America?
Do vou think infidelity is spreadingpr

**No, I do not,*" wasthereply, **There
are more churches now than ever before.
Religion may be guaged just as gther
things, according to the supply and the
demand. i there is not a great demand
there will not be a great supply, We
liave new churches because there are
men to fill them; and the size of gur
churches and their pumber ipcrease
every year. More money 15 spent on
religion now than ever belore. The
Christian stands higher in the commuai-
ty, andthe day has now come when men
are not afrajd o1 being called Christans.
In some respebts the churches have
changed. Religion is more liberal, and
meore a malter o! the soul. The jepces
beiween the sects are being lowered.
Christians are becoming united. and
they are working togetner The old
questions of sect and doctrine are pass-
1=g away, and we are nearing the copdi-
tion of a united Christianity. Take the
doctrinal sermons. The people wilk
not stand them mow as they did g the
past. They want matter that will help
them, and they don'l care as to quibbles
about the fetter of the law. Preaching
doctrinal sermons is like having a phys-
ictan who, calling upon you when you
are sick, instead of giving you some-
thing to help you, delivers a lecture oa
physiology. You tell him at once that
you don t care as to the length of your
intestines or the location of the bones.
What you want is pills rather thap phil-
osophy, and you want them quick. The
scrmon io demand today is that which is
helpiut toman. Here is a body with
ihe old cut of sin and trouble running
across its back and overits head. There
is the preacher, the physician who brings
the gospel of Christ, the one plaster
which will heal the wounds. The ques-
tion is how to get the plaster on the
wounds, and that is ail.”

"Have you noticed 1he great change
which is going on in Catholicism in the
United States, doctor? ' [ asked.

“*Yes,” replied Dr. Talmage, “ithe
Cathohcs are becoming more hberal. 1
have faita in the honesty of their profes-
sions, and | believe that they do as
nlucth good perhaps as any other re-
hgious sect. I tell you there is more re-
nglon in our kitchens than in our par-
lors; and you will find as much trus




