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is subject to be sent at the will of his
superiors anywhere at any time he
may be ordered to the wildest countries
of the world and he must go his
whole life is given up to the servingser vins of
his people and it is his duty to visit the
pest houses and to minister to the sick
there even at the risk of his life

As Chircardinaldinal gibbons said this my
mind went back over his career and I1
remembered an incident in it which
shows that he believes what he says and
that in the past he has had the courage
of hisbis convictions it was long before
hebe had any hope otof being a cardinal I1
was when he was a humble priest in a
small country parish near baltimore
smallpox had broken out in his village
and all of his parishioners ho were able
had fled from the town one poor old
negro who had the disease layjay at the
point otof death he had been deserted
byy his friends and family who had left
him neither food nor medicine the
youngdung0 priest heard of the case and1hastening2 to the dying negros side he
telmaremainedined with him until the last then
the question came as to his burial
there was no one who would raise a
handband at the risk of his life to aid in
carrying the corpse to the grave father
gibbons was left alone with the dead
it did not taace him long to make up his
dmd he determined to be under-
taker as well as minister and so having
obtained a coffin he placed the body in
it and in some way or other dragged it
to the grave he put it in the ground
performed the last rites of the church
overoer it and buried it and then went on
athwith his work among the sick

As I1 thought of this I1 realized that
this mans ideal of a christian life was
higher than that of many other religious
mun I1 have known I1 wondered if there
iverewere many of his kind in the church
and I1 asked him if he thought that cath-
olic priests were really olof more value in
their work in the church than protestant
preachers

that J cannot answer replied the
cardinal 1I do not want to criticismcriticisecriticciseise any
man I1 will only say I1 think they ought
tofe they have inin the first place
their whole time to devote to their
work suppose 1I for instance had a
wife and family I1 could not accomplish
as much as I1 do now my income I1
suppose isis what would not be con-
sidered small but hadbad I1 wife and family
I1 could not give as much to charity as I1
do now nor would I1 be tree to go at all
times where the necessities of my busi
ness call me or perhaps I1 can better
illustrateilluskate it to you by supposing a case
of two newspaper men both have star-
red on60 their journalistic careers they
are evenly prepared as to intellectual
ability and education each has his own
place to manemaiie in his profession sup-
pose one should say I1 am going to get
married and have a good time I1 am
going to do what I1 can but I1 will enjoy
all the good things of life as I1 go along
and modeling his career on the basis he
begins his newspaper work his family
and social life take up a great part of his
time and hisbis energies the other man
decides to have no mistress but his Pproro
bessionfession it is hisbis only aimaim his only
thought which in the end will do the
best work

then again speaking of catholic
priests the cardcardinalinal continued 1 Iiwonwon
der if you realize how long it takes them
to prepare themselves for their work
it requires twelve years of hard study

for the best of masters before they are
deemed worthy to have charge of a
church the boy who feels that he is
called by the lord to the priesthood
having already received a large part of
his common school education has at the
age of fifteen to go into a college and to
remain there for sixsix years studying the
ordinary branches the sciences etc in
connection with his religious work and
at the end of this time he has six years
more of theological training liehe isis as-
sociatedsocia ted with the best minds of the
church and these twelve years are as a
rule those of the hardest kind of study
and work

the conversation here turned to the
sunday question and I1 asked the cardi-
nal as towhether he was in favor of the
european or the puritan sunday he
replied that he was in favor of sunday
observance but that hisshis ideal sunday
was not the puri an nor was it the euro-
pean sunday said he 1 I like the
closing of the shops and all kinds of
business on sunday and I1 think it is a
blessing for baltimore and for all of our
cities that this is compulsory I1 think all
kinds of work should be stopped on that
day I1 hope we shall never have the
european sunday in america sunday
should be a day of religious rest but it
also should be a day of innocent recrea-
tion I1 do not think it wrong for a man
to go out riding with his family on sun-
day afternoons nor to take a walk in
the fields I1 think that it should be a
day of cheerfulness without dissipation
of religious enjoyment without sadness
or melancholy the puritan sunday
goes too far and the ideal sunday is the
golden mean

cardinal gibbons has the broadest
ideas as regards capital and labor he
believes in labor organizations but
frowns upon the walking delegate and
says that whoever tries to sow discord
between the capitalist and the labor r is
an enemy to social oder0 der he has
many times had great influence with the
laboring classes in time of strikes and
has doneclone much to harmonize the differ-
ences which exist between them and
their ememployersplovers he is an enthusiastic
american thoroughly believing in the
separation in this country of church and
state and an enthusiastic patriot upon
all occasions

it was at the close of one of dr tal
mages lectures on his trip around the
worldcorid that I1 chatted with him on religious
matters cutting much the same ques-
tions as those I1 asked of cardinal gib-
bons as to a universal religion said 1I
after all your travels doctor do you

still believe that the people of the world
will some day be altogether chrisitan pr

yes replied dr talmage 1 I have
no doubt whatever of that I1 believe it
because god never launched a failure
the only salvation for this world estheis the
christian religion its acceptance by all
people and the carrying out otof its princi-
ples would form the crowning beauty of
this wonderful universe god built this
world he cannot do otherwise than
see it completed in its perfection and
beauty sin cannot prevail the devil
cannot triumph the world is steadily
moving on toward the good it is better
every day ais progress in charity phil-
anthropyanth ropy and goodness is wonderful
we go back years to find suitable
philanthropists to use as examples or
models inin our speeches on charity today
the greatest philanthropists of the world
are those who are living now there

are so many of them that no one thi
of them schools are founded gr
hospitals are built and churches are

almost every week by chacharl
any one otof which would have createscreat
great sensation had it been built
years ago we take it now as a niamat
otof course and a donation of hundreds
thousands of dollars is hardly worth
associated press dispatch

speaking of foreign missions ddoat
isis it not a fact that the heathensathenshe oftenoft n
leaving their own religions becomebecom il
dels and accept no religion

yes sometimes was the rrtI1 but not as much as is generally
posed the missionaries are dainidobinl

vast deal of good they are do
wondersonders in japan and they are revbevc
tionlionizingizing india I1 met with nothing
my ravelsgravels which impressed me so mtinu
as the religious of india hind
and mohammedanism have for yye
been hardening the hearts audand lives
the people there and the condition
the women is horrible I1 assure yott
would rather be a horse a hog or a eq
in america thatthan a woman in indiainalia s

tiowbow about free though in arne
do you think infidelity isis spreading

INno0 I1 do not was the reply I1afaI1

are more churches now than ever belijbe
religion may be just as ad
things according to the supply and
demand it there is not a great demde
there will not be a great supply
have new churches because there
men to fill them and the size of
churches and their number inertincr
every year more money is sp ali

religion now than ever before
I1 christian stands higher in the cocammi
ty bandand the day has now come when i
are not afraid otof being called christ
irr some respects the churches t
changed religion is more liberal
more a matter otof the soul the 1te
between the sects are being lowe
christians are becoming united
they are working togethergetnerto the
questions of sect and doctrinedoctrine are p
irgigr g away and we are nearing the ccot
tion of a united christianity take
doctrinal sermons the people
not stand them now as they did in
past they want matter that will t
them and they dontdon it care as to luiblq aib
about the letter of the law preacepiea
doctrinalloc trinal sermons is like havingv a phap
ician who calling upon you when y
are sick instead of giving you SOBso
thing to help you delivers a lecture
physiology you tell him at once tl
you don t care as to the lenlengthn ath of y
intestines or the location of the boa
what you want is pills rather than pi

and you want them quick
sermon in demand today is that whwafa
helpful to man here is a body i

the old cut of sin and trouble runn
across its back and over its head th
is the preacher the physician who bbitei
the gospel of christ the one plas
which will heal the wounds ththee qu
tion is how to get the plaster onconj
wounds and that is all

have you noticed the great cha
which is going on in catholicism in
united states doctor I1 asked

yes replied dr talmage
catholics are becoming more liberalberalli
have faith in the honesty of their

and I1 believe that they do
much good perhaps as any other y
legious sect I1 tell you there is more
ligion in our kitchens than in our
lors and you will find as much


