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‘PRESIDENT JUE TATLO

In the Assembly Hall, Jan.1, 1882, |

REPORTED BY GEO, F, GIBES,

Brother Lyman on rising wished
you a happy New Year; I will con-
tinue the compliment by adding a
hundred thousand happy New Years
and as many more as you wish,

A remark of this kind would sound
rather peculiar in the ears of many
iIndividuals who do not look at
things in the light which we do.
But there are principles associated |
with the Gospel of the Bon of God
which reach beyond this life into
that which is to come; and we are
simply here.acting and operating in
a state of probation. And il we act
well our part here, the principles of
the Gospel will place us in a position
whereby we shall be enablea to act
well our part in another world, and
In another state of exlstence.

We occupy a peculiar position be-

Father; and we are told that He is
the God of the spirits of all flesh.
We are told moreover that when
men leave this earth, the apirit
returns to God who gave if, And
if we are faithfully performing our|
part, and attending {o the dulies
and responsibilities which devolve
upon us, as Saints of the Most High,
then we shall be in a position
whereby we shall have a right and a |
claim upon an inherltance that is
incorruptable, undefiled, and ihat
fadeth not away, reserved in (he
heavens for us. But we are here
subject to the trials and vicl situdes
pertaining to humanity, to prepare
us for this inheritance referred to.
And if we are faithful and diligent,
as has been referred . to by Brother
Lyman, in regard to the various du-
ties and realmnﬂihilitie:a of  life, we
shall have a legitimate claim to the
blessings that the good and the
faithtul expect to enjoy, But if we
do not conduct ourselves aright, if
we do not fulfil the reguirements
which the Lord makes of us, if we
do not obey the commandments of
Jehovah, we shall have no claim
upon those promises that are madel
to the righteous, to those who fulfil
His laws and keep His eommand-
ments.. Thisis the way that I look
at these things. Hence we are call-
ed to oceupy a pecaliar posilion in
the world.

We have had a great many pre-
clous things revealed unto us, many
of which have beem hid from the
minds of men from the foundation
of the world,. Wae are pliced in a
E&itiﬂn to operate with. God our

eavenly Father in the inferesfs of
humanity, He hes gelected, called
and chosen us for this purpose, He
has revealed Himself from the hea-
vens, He has introduced the holy
Priesthood -and conferred upon men
power and- authority to operate in
His name, to act under His guid-
ance, to be His monthpieces to de-
clare His will and to make known
His designs to the human family,
For this purpose men thus endowed
and clothed have been sent forth to
the nations-of the earth, and are
now being sent forth to spread that
light, truth and intelligence which
God has seen fit to reveal to the
human family for their good, for
thelr blessing, and for their exalta-
tion in time and throughout the
eternities that are to cone. For this

urpose He has imparted the Holy
host and the light of revelation
confirming the testimony of His
servantg  in their ministrations
among the children of men. For
this purpose he ‘has gathered us
together as. we are here to-day, and
as the Saints'are gathered in other
rts of this Territory, and in other

‘erritories, that whilst we are pur.
suing the natural avocations of life,
we mignft at the same time be
taught and instructed of God, that
we might learn the laws of life;
that we might comprehend the ob.
ject of our being and existenee, and
that we might in time leain to com-
prehend God .the Eterpal Father,
and His purposes and designs in re-
lation to mankind; that we might be
purified from the ecorruptions
and infamies that exist in the
world, and that our spirits might be
purged from everything that tends
to deteriorate, injure or destroy
man; and that we might be engbled |
to comprehend those ;1rinti1:le::--|
which‘are calculated to elevate, to
exall and ennoble mankind, and to!
prepdre them for the enjoyments of !
a place among the Gods in ‘the!
eternal'worlds, For this purpose He|

has organized the Church of Jesus|{commendable on the
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revealed His law and His purposes
to His saints, For this purpose He
has taught us of things pertaining
to the future, havingy drawn aside
the vail of the invisible world, and
made known His purpores to His
people, and ‘taught us how to be-
come saviors upon Mount Zion, that
wo may fulfil our destiny upon the
earth and accorplish the purposesof
God, and earry out His design
and will in sending us hereupon the
earth; that those principlis-which
exist in the heavens and operate
among the Geds may be eommuni-
cated to man, and that we may be
enabled to present them in all purity
and in all their beauty, glory and
grandeur, and that we may learn to
save ourselves and then to save
others, For this purpose we are
building our Temples and, as they
are being built, operate in them,
that we may be one with God, and
one with the ancient Patriarchs and
Prophets and Apostles and men of
God. And that while God our Hea-
venly Father and the holy angels
and men of God who have lived in
the different ages, who have been
¢lothed upon with the Holy Priest-
hood, and admitted to communion
with God, and have fulfilled their
destiny upon the earth—are operat-
itz In the heavens with God our
Heavenly Father for the accom-
plishment of His purposes per:ain-
ing to things upon the earth
as well as to things in the heaven-;
it is for us to perform our parts and
fulfll our duties and magnify our
caliings and Priesthood, and te one
with them in the objects which they
have in view pertaing to the welfare
and exaltation of the Baints, the
blessing of humanity and the salva-
tion of the living and the dead, ac-
cording to the foreknowledge and
the eternal purposes of Godrelating
therepnto, And we are here for
that purpose. ’

We are here to establish the
Church of God, that there may be
a people who shall enjoy the right
to serve Him upon the earth in a
manner acoeptable to Him, Weare
here to establish the Kingdom of
(God, that His government and rule
and that arf intelligent and eompre-
hensive liberty and fr may
prevail among men and the peoples
of the earth as It exists in heaven,
and that we may | e under the tul-
tion and direction of our Heavenly
Father, that His will may be done
on earth as it is done in the hea-|
vens, and then be enabled te com-
municate these principles to our
brethren and to the world. -

These are some of' the thoughts
that pass through our minds when
we read the word of God, and &re in
communion with Him, when the
Spirit of light, life, intelligenee, and
revelation rests upon us, and when
the heavens and pu of God are
unfolded to our view, Thesepl say,
are some of the thoughts that nat-
urally flow through our minds. Ana
talking about making new coven-
ants on this the first of the year,
why No! No! Wejdo not wish to
serve God by fits and starts, but to
make His service and the obedience
to His lawe as the business of our
lives, We love, reverence and serve
dod becanse He loves and
blestes  and beneflits wuS ™ and
acts as a kind and beneficent
father to us, ¥ We have already
entered into covenant with Our
Heavenly Father; but the question
is, are we fulfllling these covenants?
Have we the Holy Priesthood, and
do we magnify that before God and
the holy angels, or do we sufler our-
celves to be corrupled and demoral-
ized, and make light of the things of
God, and thus tamper with these
great principles that are calculated
to exalt all who are obedient there-
to? These are some of the questions
that we shoult apply to ourselves.
We hear of things sometimes which
make u: blush for humanify. We
hear of crime, corruption and de-
bauchery spreading itself - abroad
throughout the world; snd we hear
too, sometimes, I am sorry to have
to say of some calling themeelves
Iatter-day Saints, being falnted
with evils of that kind. in3

The great majority of the people
of this cily have been moved, be-
cause of drunkenness and Kindred
evils increasing among us, to peti-
tion the Mayor and members of the
Cily Council ioadoptsuch measures
as will prevent this state of things.
It is a shame for men professing to
L.e Raints to be under the necessity
of imploring the ald of the civil law
to keep them scber; and while it is
proper to guard our youth from the
insidious whiles of the adversary,
yel all men ought to do right

from, prineipley and while we
endorse such ‘an_ act-as most
part. of the

Christ and the kingdom of God, and ' peopie, . yet, in' ‘oie” sense, what

have these dens of infamy to do
with the Baints of God; or what
have the Baints of God to do with
the haunts of shame and disgrace?
Why, if there were ten thousand of
such things around, and men were
living up to the spirit and power of
God within them, they would fay,
My soul, enter thou not into their
secret, mine honor, with them
be not thou united, my morals, be
not ye contaminated with ruch in-
famous corruptions, That would be
the case if men did right and
had the %pirit and power of God in
them, ar d if "they loved God an
righteousness. Bat men who prae-
tice theese infamies do not love God
nor have they a respect for His law
they do not love righteousness; they
are not Latter-day Saints; they can-
not be Latter-day Saints, neither
can they have part iur lot in the
blesrings and exaWhtions of the
kingdom of God either on the earth
or in the heavens.

Let the wicked then pursue their
course, and Jet therighteous pursue
their’s, If any of our people are
found mixed up with these iniqui-
ties, let them dealt with as the
law of God directs, and let them be
pul ged from our midst. Let right-
eousness, truth and integrity be
maintained, and let ‘od be honored
and Jet {he Gospel be sustained and
the law of God upheld and He will
stand by the righteous., These are
my views and feelings in relation to
these matters. And I would not
give flve cents [for a man who had
to have a law placed upon him; or
some one to stand guard over him,
to prevent him from going intothose
dens of infamy and those sinks of
corruption that ¢civilization’ has
introduced into our midst, I would
not give flve cents for the religion
of such a man, it i not worth hav-
ing, the sooner he gets rid of it and
comes out in his true eolors, the bet-
ter. And then Jet the transgrescor
be dealt with according to the law
of Gol. Purge yourselves from
them and their iniguities, and fol-
low in the paihs of righteousness.
These are my feelings in relation to
these matters.

We Jearn that in former times
that there wa= mno fellowship
between God and. Belial, no fellow-
«hip between light and darkness, no
fellowship between truthand error,
no fellowship between the Saints of

God and the workers of iniquity.

That doctrine is just as true to-day
as it was when taught in former
days. I speak of this becanse it is
something which I, for one, will
not bear; for one, 1 will not fellow-
ship the workers of iniquity, I do
not care who they are, or where
they come from. And it is for us
all to do right and keep the com-
mandments of God. We talk some-
times about a man being an honést
man, the reason why some are hon-
est is because they cannot steal.But
let a man be placed in aroom or else-
where with an amount of gold or
other wvaluables within his reach,
with the understanding that there
was no fear of being detected, that
if he appropriated any to his own
use no one would know it as there
was.no check upon him; and if he
of his own free will let it alone, I
would say, he was an honest man,

And in regard to drunkenness,
which has been of late a prevailing
topic of conversation—what a nice
creature isa drunken Elder, a drunk-
en Baint, a reeling, staggering,
drunken Saint! What do you think
of if? We write over our stores
sometimes, “Holiness to the Lord .~
We are called the Saints, or as the
Germans express it, der Aeiligen
der letzten tage or the holy of
the last days. What! a drunken
Elder, a drunken High Priest,
or a drunken Saint! We will
not have such a person sssociated
with us; we will not be contaminat-
ed nor disgraced with the name nor
with the infamy of such conduct.
And as regards the sellers of intox-
icating drinks, they would many of
them, sell themselves. AndElany
man that cannot let these things
alone, any man that has not got
manhood and respect enough to
keep out of these jest houses that
disgrace our city, is not fit to as-
sociate with decent people, and
respectable peop'e ought to guard
against (im as they would against
small-pox or any other pestiferous
evil,. And as the honesty of a
man can only be tested by his hav-
ing temptation within his reach, so
no man can be considered as acting
properly whocannot let liquor alone,
wh n that is within his reach, Vir-
tue does not eonsisl aimfuly in being
Erevanted from committing evils

ut in having temptatious pmnte&
before us and then. governing our
passions and appetites, G and
evil are placed before us, no matler
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by whom, it is for us to resisf evil
and cleave to the right; we are told
that it is to him that overcometh
that I will grant togit down on my
throne, as I have overcome and sat
down on my Father’s throne. Nei-
ther do we want excuses for any of
these things, for God will condemn
us if we bear them, and His wrath
will be enkindled against us, and we
ghall find it a hard matter {o pack
such infamies upon cur shoulders.
I will not do it, I will throw them
oft of mine, I will have no fellow-
ship with those who indunlge in
them; and I call upon all the Saints
te do the same, and upon the proper
authorities to take measures to root

out from our midst everything that |

would defile and contaminate the
morails of the Latter-day Baints,
About the world and thelr cougse
—Jet them take their course. The
wicked wiil, we expect, continue to
do as they have done for years, grow
worse and worse, deceiving and be-
ing deceived. And to the evils that
ate among us, which have been in-
trodticed ﬁ
fostered and ~“encouraged by
wicked and corrupt men,
1 would say to our people, lel them
alone If, however, our young
men or any of the elder ones should
be found violating the laws of the
land, let themm be punished as the
laws direct, it does not matter
whose sons they are, or who they
may be, 1f you should find any of
mine doing it, bring them up and
straighten them out, and let the
penalty of the law be inflicted for
their evil, pernicions rractices; and
if it be anybody else’s sons oi fa-
thers, do the same with thbem And
Jet us guard jealously the prin-
ciples c¢f vwirtue, sobriety and
purity, by disfellowshipping and
Lurglng from us those who dis-
onor and trample them un-
der foot. And let us be fir God
and for Zion, for iruth and for

rightecusness; for we cannot drag

the containinated and corrupt into
heaven, such are not wanted there;
and I do uot want to introduce
them there whether they are my
sons or the sons of anybody else, The
Scripture =ays: ‘*Whatsoever a
m#an soweth, that shall he reap. For
he that soweth to his flesh shall of
the flesh reap corruption; but he
that soweth to the Spiritshall of the
Spirit reap life everlasting.” Now,
it 1s for us to choose what course we
will pursue. 1 do nof suppose
that I sm talking to any of these
drunkards, they generally do not
come to meeting; they would rather
have a bottle with them at home, or
meet in grog-shops or other places
where the debased and contaminated
are wont to assemble. And it is
proper they should seek their own
company, for we do not want them

here, We want men who are Sainta|]

from principle, men who lo’e God,
who keep His commandmente, men
who are pure and virtuous, men
who are seeking to glorify God
through obedience to His laws, and
men who do these thipgs because
they love to do them. We donot wish
to see any thing appma.chin% coer-
cion in dealing with persons, but we
wish them to understand that we
will not ﬂniy longer be disgraced by
their infamies.

As has been referred to, we have
entered into covenant with God, and
it is only on the condition of our
keeping our covenants inviolate that
we shall be entitled to the exceed-
ingly great and precious promises
which He has made tc us., And He
does expect us to be true to Him:
He expects it of me; He
expects it of my brethren sssociated
with me as Counselors; He expects
it of the Twelve;, He expects it of
the Presidents of Stakes; He ex-

s it of the Bishops; He expec!s

tof the High Counselors; He ex-

pects it of the High Priests, ol the
Seventies and the Elders, and of ali
Israel. He expects us all to be men
of God, with clean hands and pure
hearts, feeking to magnify our cail-
ing and to honor our God. Let us
do this, and all will be right with
us; and those who do not wish to do
thfﬂ, le: them step on oneside. And
while we wonld avoid anything like
harshnees or pretipitancy, and treat
all men with forbearance and kind-
ness, and bear, to ‘a reasonable ex-
tent, with the weaknesses and in-
flrmities of men, we must deal with
transgressors for their fellowship
and cat tuem ofl’ from the Church.
We muast have pHEJFle who will
serve God and keep His command-
ments, And then we ecan go to God
our Heavenly Father when our en-
emies conspire against us, and plead
with Him for proteetion; and He
will take care of Israel and maintain
and sustain His Saints, But if we fel-
lcwehip evil and iniquity, crimeand

porruption, infamics and drunken-

ere, 2nd which are bLeing’

k

ness, debauchery and lasciviousness,
and all the evils of the Christian
world—if we do this we need not
look for the help of God; He will
leave us to. ourselves to take our
own course. But if we will do our
duty, di-countenance iniguity, obey
the laws of God and keep his com-
mandments, He will take care of
Israel and sustain His Poople. These
are my feelings in relation to this
matter, .

Giod bless you, and lead you in the
gﬂthﬂ of life, in the name of Jesus.

men.
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UTAH LEGISLATURE.

COUNOIL.

January 19, 1 8.30 p.m,
Council aaaamble::l.m 2]
A message was received from the

House that they had passed (. F, 2,
a bill to change the name of Neils
Mortensen to Neils Morten Peterson.
The bill was then ordered enrolled.

The House notifled the Counecil
that they had . ¥e-h
An act to provide for the appoint-
ment of justices of the peace in
cases of vacancy; also that they had
passed H. F, 6, a bill changing the
name of James Mallows to James
Dennis,

The bill to provide for the appoint-
ment of justices of the e was
then read, and on motion was laid
on the table, to come upin its order.

Nephi W. Clayton, the Auditor of
I'ublic Accounts sent in & commu-
nication that he had examined, and
finding correct, had approved a bill
from J. R. Wilkins, the clerk of
the Court of the Second Judicial
District. The bill accompanied the
communication, and both were re-
ferred to the committee on judici-

ary.

%I.F. 3 for theappointment of Jus-
tices of the Peace in casesof vacancy
was referred to the committee on ju-
dieciary.

H.F. 6 to change the rame of
James Mallows to James Dennis,
was passed and ordered returned to
the Houcse. .

The House notified the Council
that they had passed C. F. 5,chang-
ing the name of Newsham to Hen-
ry Thornley,

On motion of Councilor E. Snow
theact concerning chattel mortgages
was made a special order for the next
meeting of the Council,
daCauncil adjourned to 10 a, m. Fri-

A - -

January 20, 10 a.m.

Council convened pursuant to ad-
journment.

Councilor Cluff presented a bill
for an act amending sections 1802
and 1803 of the Compiled Laws of
Utah: referred to the committee on
adiciary. :

C. F. 6, the act concerning chat-
tel mortgages, was laid over for the
present. |

Councilor Teasdale moved that
that the Council appoint a commit-
tee of two to act with the commit-
tee of the House to examine the re-
deemed auditor’s warrants, and if
the accounts are correct, to destroy
the said warrants. : : :

Councilors Teasdale and Thurber
were appointed as such commit-

tee.
The act concerning chattel
for its

morigages was then called u
and read by see-

second reading,

A m e from the Governor
being received, the current business
was suspended. The Governor re-
furned C. F. 1, an Act amending
the chsrtel of Salt Lake City for
further consideration of the Couneil,
and su ting amendments to the
Act, Theamendments consisted of
a substitute Lill embodying nearly -
the same idea. On motion the Gov-
ernor’s suggestion was adopted, and
on motion the substitute bill passed
its first reading ' The bill was read
the second time, and then by its
title, and on motion, the bill was
passed and sent to the House.

A message from the House was
received that they had passed with-
ncut;nlmndment su«stitute bill for

A message from the House was
received that they concurred with
the Council resolution respecting
auditors warrants, and had appoint-
ed Messrs. Thurman, Smith and
Hatch as such committee on behalf
of the House. |

On motion of Councilor Wells, the
act concerning Chattel Mortgages,
wasd referred back to the committee
on Judiciary. | .

Adjourned till Monday next’ at
2p.m,

HOUSE,
January 19th,

House met a8 per adjournment,




