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m GB.OWTH OF BELIGIOUB
UNBELIEF.

IN the midst of the nations of mod-
ern Christendom is a widespread

and rapidly growing disbelief in re-| P99

vealed religion, which unhappy.
state of the public mind threatens to
culminate in the near future ina
collapse of g/ religious belief as com-
plete as it will be terrible. This im-
pending crisis is recognized by many
of the leading minds of the age,who
are vainly theorizing with regard to
its origin and speculating as to its
ultimate results. These theories
however, simply touch secondary or

apparent causes, the originating
cause is ignored or re udiated by
these inquiries. It lies in the rejec-
tion ef the revelations of the ever-
lasting - gospel by the masses of the
people; and in those lands where its
}]Ilﬂﬁlp]ﬂ& have been the most wide-

proclaimed is this disbelief in, or
dlsregard of, religious uhhga.tluna,tha
most Etrungly developed. Indeed it
is but the natural and inevitable
outgrowth of a refusal to accept the
word of the Lord. The rejection of
Divine truth originates in the ini-
quity of the people; “they love dark-
ness rather than llght because their
deeds are evil;”’and when they have
repelled the light the ' darkness
grows more profound and the influ-
ence of iniquity the more powerful
and dominating.

The literature of all English
speaking countries is surcharged
with evidences of this prevailing

condition of the public mind. This
is particularly so with so-called sei-
entific works, but even many of the
most recent works of fiction are dis-
tinetively non-religious.  They en-
tirely ignore God. Their heroes and
heroines are strong in their human-
ity, conquering temptation solely by
internal strength of character and
triumphing over evil simply by in-
nate personal virtue. Too many,
also, of the most popular education-|#
al text books not un y exert a nega-
tive, but a positive influence against
revealed religion; whilst what is
called natural religion, by some so
highly extolled, is pretty much
what each individual chooses to make
it. With seme it is the worship of } ®
his fellowman's best efforts, with
another it is the convenient make-
shift of a sounding name which
m eans anything or nothing accord-
ing to time, place or circumstance.
It is perhaps true that in the minds
of some men, who combine great
strength of character of a reverential
cast  with high scientific attain-

ments, is to be found a strong mani-

tf’un of the' sentiment of wor-
ahip But if you search into the re-
¢esses of such men’s hearts yod'find
nothing tangible, nothing deﬂmte,
:uﬂt.hin that = will save or exalt
humanity, but merely a “make-
shif{t” drawn from persana] study or
expe I'IEII&EGEIB mixture, perhaps,
of Chris ethics with ancient phil-
osophy, a plank of the theological
wreck which will barely hold two.

Yet there is probably an increase
of church building, possibly even
of church going; but the crust of
outward piety is thin and hollow,
and is gﬁwmg thinner and hollowe:
every There may be *“‘a form of
godlmess” but (,hnstendum is not
at once prepared to throw -aside the
traditions of ages, which make it the
respectable and proper thing for
every one to be a professor of relig-
ion; nor is ao-ciet.y yet prepared to
assume the unknown responsibili-
ties which an utter repudiation. of
religious teachings would entail.

And, again, amongst the various|

uninspired irreligious schemes of

which the present century is so pro- |

lific, mo system has yet been dis-
covered capable of elevating the
moral tone of society, of promoting
temperance, unselfishness and thriff,
of - developing seif-respect, and in-
suring domestic virtue any better
than the old sects, however much
they may have been weighted with
adventitious matter and besmeared
with the harlotries of modern Baby-
lon. A change thus becomes to
many a simple question of “jum 1
out of the frj, ing pan into the
Supposing—and we think the E‘Ll p-
position a very reasonable one—that
this condition of religious doubt and
disbelief grows until it becomes pre- |
ﬁmmently the ruling sentiment of
all classes, modified slightly by so-
cial positmn education and tradition,
what will be its probable eftect on
morality? We answer—a moral

chaos. For a short period, 1t is con-
ceivable that the resurainis of public
opinion, fashioned under the nis COn-~
ditions and the fear of unwelcome
responsibilities, would hold the first
generation who reject revealed re-

| ligion to a moderate standard of out-
ward morality, but it éan scarcely
be ho that in the next genera-
tion the same standard, however
r it be, would be maintained,

either by the abstract idea ol viriue
or the positive law of the blate,

Social science cannot supply tue
place of religion,. weak as men may
have made much of it; and by the
side of true religion what does it
givein exchange for the verities of
the gospel of Jesus Christ? A gos-
pel ot force—evolution, the struggle
for existence, the aurwval of the ftit-

test—a gospel which teaches the
Englishman it is no shame to shoot
.&u]us and the American that the
Lamanite is his rightful prey. In
the words of Mr. Roebuck, M.FP.,
“The first business of a colonist is to
clear the country of wild beasts, and
the most noxious of wild beass is
the wild man.”” What will survive
of that grand truth whieh holds 1o

gether the families of mankind, thai
“God hath made of one blood ail na-

tions of men for to dwell on all the
face of the earth?” Blot out this idea
of the brotherhood of manand the 1a-
therhood of God, ignore the glorious
act of Divine selt'-sacnﬂce consume-
mated on Calvary, requiring self-sa-
crifice from us in‘return, extinguish
the hope for the indi-
vidual, tﬂ hope fnr the race, and
what raﬂtraining barriers does = posi- |
tiveism, infidelity or naturalism pre-
sent? Theﬂearﬂgoa Is of antago-
nism, Is of  policy, gospels of
aivnng se] shness.
every land where the English
languaa vails we have it said,
to use of Prof. Goldwin
Smith, “That the old rules are re-
laxed, and the old lines broken
through that commercial adventur-
ers who have made fortunes by
questionable means, unscrupulous
pohttml intriguers, and even  brilli-
ant courtezans oceupy in virtue of
their success, a Posiunn they never
occu iedbefnra This is but the
bt:‘gbnnln of the end, the shadow of
ut yet the warning of a
mmng deluge of irrestraint, in
which each man shall be a law un
to himself, his own ions the
special leaders,hjssﬂl shness the
sole judge. Then might will be
rlght and the fittest—that is the
t—will survive.

From this threatened catastrophe
there is but one escape for the world.
It is to turn back from ifs present
course and accept the verities of lat-
ter-day revelation which it now re-
iects; for in that rejection. lies the

source, the cause, ‘reason and
the fear of the hastening destruc-
tion. Naught else will deliver,
nothing less will save.
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THE WORK 'IN EUROPE.

WE publishy; with pleasure, a few
more items in regard to the progres-
of the work of God '"in KEurope,
gleaned from the Millennial Star of
July 19th, which haﬂ only just come
tohand.

Elder W. C. Pnrkinaon writes en
couragingly from the Newcastle
Conference. Two persons had re
cently been baptized in the Stockton
district, two in the South Churel:
Branch and two had given their

names fer the ordinance in New.
castle,

llder Hugh Findiay reports from
Glasgow that reighty-six members
had beenadded by baptism during
the past eight muutha with excel
lent prospects for an accumulated
increase, The ffArticles of our
Faith’’ had been stereotyped for dis-
tribution by tens of thousancs, by

aceemplished.

At a conference held in Glasgow
June 27th, very interesting repor
> | of their. JaDOTS Were. iven l:n, th
Elders, and the following were sus

tained in. the wvarious position:
named: ; |
Elder D. 'C. Dunbar to succeed

Elder Hugh Findlay as President of
the w Conference; also, Elders
Thomas Jack, W. OC. MeGmgor,
James Low nnd James Houston, as

traveling elders Tn thé Glasgow Con
ference; as presidents of branclies:
Juhn(}.{}ra of Glasgow; Henn
Wilson, of l;arkhead John Cun
ninghnm of Irvine; ii‘rancls Mar
shall, of Klimﬂrnmk George Cam;

bell, of Galston; Wm. Hartie}, of
Kﬂwmning; George Henderson, o
Edinburgh; Wm. Robertson, of

{elude the officers, but would have

which means much .good had heen -

he spoke thus? Bemuse he was

Hamilton; Wm. Listle, of Hay-| NORTH CAOLINA AND VIR-

wood; David Caoron, of Lanark; sent by his father. He said unto
Robert [.amont, of Falkirk; Wm. GINIA CONFERENCE. | bis apostles; ‘“Ye have not chosen
Dyett, of Slamannon; Wm. ﬁm of me, but I have chosen you and or-

MOUNT AIRY,

Benhar; James Ellmt, of Loanhead. dained you.” The gpeaker quoted

On Wednesday, July 14th, Presi- Surry Co., N. C. many passages to prove the neces-
dent Budge left Livgpool for the| . The North Carolina and, V gity of authority from God to ad-
Continent. He proposed visiting | Conference was held near War ; | mimister in his name, and testified
conferences in Denmark, Sweden, | Surry Co., N. C. July 24th ﬂﬂd%‘h: that it was again restored to the

1880.

There were present on the stand,
Elders H. G. Boyle, Aaron D.
Thatcher, R. A. Ballantyne, Seth
M. Iﬂngton Thns Farr, Geo. O.
Pitkin and W. W. Fife from the
Virginia Conference, and Janfes H.
Moyle, N. W. Taylor and G. R, Hill
of the North Carolina Conference.,

Elder H. G. Boyle was chosen to

ide, and G. R. Hill and R. A.
lantyne clerks of Conference.

Eldar H. G. Boo{'la made a few re-

earth. He coneluded his remarks
by proving from the scriptures the

ect of tism to be for the re-
mission of sins.

Elder G. O. Pitkin said; Thirty-
three years yes the pion-
eers entered Salt Lake Valley. He
had never heard anything tau ht by
the KElders of the Latter-day Saints
but what was the power of God un-
to salvation. God is with his people
and bad restored the gospel of the
Son of God in these days, as was

Norway and Germany, and prﬁbﬂb}y
the Netherlands. He was aceom-
panied by Elders Moroni Snow and
Lyman R. Martineau, and expected
Lo be absent until sometime between
the 18th and 2Znd of August.
On Saturday, July 17th, Elder
Peder Andersen, returning mission-
, left Liverpool, for his home in
Utah on the 8. 8. Arizona. Elder
Ander-en arrwed on a misssion in
November, 1878, He Ilabored in
Norway, encountering a good deal of

difficulty in his mmist.ry on account | marks upon the object of the Con-|seen by John the Revelator in the
of the poverty and op ition of the |ference. Isle of Patmos.
people. He bapt about thirty| XElder A.D. Thatcher of the .Aq,luurned till 2 p.m.
persons. The Star says: office and calling of the rs, and
H ol g et ot ] 600 restoration of the Gmgel, and 2 p.m.
o bore a strong testimony of the truth Thﬂ authorities of the Church

with the company that left Liver-
pool on July 10th, but was prevent-
ed doing so by circumstances some-
what peculiar. He wason the point
of leaving Stavanger for Christiania,
with a party of fourteen emigrants

of the same, and promised all Who| were presented and sustained as fol-

would obey “‘; a testimony for them- | j5yws: “Phe Church authorities as sus-

selves, :
_Elder Thos. Farr addressed fhe | Susad wh a5 lnsé" A peil oouference;

tion on the gift. and .power
oly Ghost, and said it was Southern States mission, with H. G.

iuft

th ing with the July com- Boyle acting ident’ "during his
pany. Shortly prior to the time | Reccemey,for the former,day Saints |abcence; Jas. 1L Moyle us president
when the steamboat was expected e - (RO understan of the Mrﬂ: Chl’l)]iﬂi conference,

{ the princip]aof the Gospel, and it
is just as necessary for us to have
| the same, that we may know the
way of truth, -

Elder James H. Moyle said we
believed in the Bible; in his travels
be found that nearly all ple 313
tended to believe in it. m do
follow its teachings? Asked do we
find the gospel upon the earth, as it
was in the days of Jesus. Paul, in
his writings says: The time will
come when men shall be proud,
boasters, ete., having a form of god-
liness but dﬂnying the power there-
of, and as he traveled among the
peopleof the world and examined
into their doctrines, he found that
they were in that condition,

with N."W. Taylor, W. W. Fife and
G. R. Hill as traveling elders; Henry
G. Boyle as president of the Virginia
confe with' Aaron D. Thntch-
m R. A. Ballantyne, Seth M, Lang-

, Thomas Farr and George
Pttkin a8 - fraveélling elders in the
Y | Virginia conference; Wm. Hill pres-
ident over the Pilot Mountain
branch, North Carolina; Wm. B.
Shelton president of the ﬁmunt Airy
braneh, North Carolina. ' *

ElderR A.Ballantyne spoke upon
the organization of tha church of
God ‘upon’ the earth, with apostles
and at the heud as it was
anciently, for they were tnmtmua
in thﬂchm'ch till we all come to the
unity of the faith, éte. The speaker

to leave he was arrested by the po-
lice, on a charge of preching and
baptizing. He obtained permission
to return to the boat, accompanied
by a couple of officers, to transfer
some business to another of the par-
While one of the officers stood at
tﬂe gangway,waiting for Bro. Ander-
sen to appear on deck, the latter, by
aid of one of the mates ed him
disguised in a saflor’s jacket and
large oilskin hat, He was then hid
away in another part of the vessel
and thus escaped. The magistrate,
however,telegraphed to Christiania,
where he was on his arrival t.herel
again arrested and thrust into prison,
where he remained three days in a
miserable cell, He felt rather keen-

Elder H.G. Boyle said he had
ly lwh?tl the time ;“f: Efiﬂgwmt been much interested in the re- pel as im ill:c; l:sBuf;T:’h :Ei oh
L':Emf“&f“ém? 5 m&mﬂ& marks ﬂil:liil had bee“aﬁ'ﬂdﬁ- EE; also have been revealed in our day.
it i e Hind Doy Hlenaod tg | Speakers ] Elder W. W. Fife said there are
.’ y this the . Blble and
mmr? huﬁ?eth . h;n;ﬂ m th“’“ i“ not a P"‘n"i le in our doc- ﬂsim%ﬁ%ﬂﬂeﬂ%’é
'Eﬂ:f hﬂj:hmlde v himself to the trine that we cannot prove by it, Bible, and all (Eﬂi}r in “their doe
police station twioe each day that he| Yieeting adjourned till 3 paa., M30 t!ﬁes;"but when God had men upon
might be known to be within reach P | m?mt;ndowﬁ:mpomﬁm
when wanted. He succeeded in on high, they w all teach the

Elder Seth M. Langton spoke at

getting away from Christiania and some length on the unchan geable-

same doctrines an& nut differ one
from anﬁther. -

reached Co en, from which e,

latter point he came to Liverpool. = | 1ess of the gospel, plainly ahuwing H. G. Boyle said we ofter
He says that the elders have many that there isonly: una way for the um y ““We would join the

obstacles to meet with on the Nor- | buman family to: be saved, . and | ch we knew ‘what ehurch t

»n

join. For a description eof the
| Church of Christ,’ Weneaﬁ not go &

of thie sécts of 'the day, but &
the Blble, for it contains & full de
serip bfthé(}huréh of God; e:
fthi
and- s
for our

bore a ‘faithful tmtimmy to the | join
" Elder N-H. Taylor said
der . Taylor s ltraqniru
a great deal of preaching to get the
paupla to . understand the
%bacip!a of the ' L
referred to the disper-
the e¢hildren of Israel, and | work “we are e
t.hnt they were tohagnth&mdtnm kﬁowiedgeofmqm
1:;9, ﬂal.lya. He e:hqrted tha &hts gelves, and not de %
umble. testimony of the egﬂ
gtldaﬁ.ﬂ.igﬂ m:ns ra the New !
9| Conference hﬁ&ﬂme& sine die.
verses. aﬂndﬂmApostlestaught BeuacﬁﬁtiunbyH G. Boyle.
fauhﬂntil‘amh.;m -4 G. R. Hirr,
pentance of sins, by forsaking ¥
and the laying on of hands for the & E;ﬂ‘g;‘gg;’f?'ﬁn oh
reception of- Holy Ghost; that
these sacred ordinances are to be at- P.B.—-At this conference, ihe
tended to by those haviug mﬂ:ority were about 500 present, and the bes!
from God, which authorit of attention and thehast of orde!
must receive by revelation lﬂ'ﬂ"lﬂﬂd -

Eﬁigr*l-l G h bore his testi-| ©
mony to what hnd been said, and
e:hortedthapmp}et«o examine the|

The. can-
nnt Et n%m

the testimony of
it is accompan-

ied by a power that they cannot re-
sist. Thu destruction of the wicked
is ?mrrhat hand The T:i:zﬁia “Come
out of her, O my peop at ye par-
take not of her sins and receive not
of her plagies.”

Adjourned till 10.30 a. m. to-mur-
row.

Eunduy, Iuly %th, 10.30 a.m.

Elder H. G. Boyle ex hinedwh
the sacrament wa.s instituted, a:nd
that those who partake of it shuuld
understand that if they of
it unworthily they would eat and
drin: condemnation to their own
sou

wegian coast, where he labared.
The officials are very bitter and the
people generally degraved. He par-
tially maintained himae]f foy work-
ing with his hands, and in the same
way obtained menns to hira rnumn
to enable him to p ioa
Bro. Andersen says ﬂmt had not
been released to return home he
would not have exerted himself to

stayed in his field and taken the
consequences resulting from preach-
ing the gospel or Jesus Christ.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

When fraud, violence, or incom-
etence controls, the noblest consti-

utions and wineﬂt. laws are u&alem
— i{uncock.

Vain glorious men are thescorn of
wise men, the admiration of fools,
the idols of parasites and the slaves
of their own vaunts,

During the last ten years, Mis-
souri’s increase of population has
seen over 33 per cent., while that of
Jhio has been 19 per ﬁBnl:. and Dfll
linois 20 per cent.

“T'he right of trial by jury, the
habeas mrpua, the liberty of the
oress, the freedom of s , the
natural rights of persons and the

rights of property, must be preserv-
ed.”—Hancock.

There are in the United States
and Territories 843 daily 53
tri-weeklies, 123 semi-mon
590 weekhea 43 bl-weekﬁaa, 153
-emi-mnmhlim, 8§70 monthlies, 14
-u-mnnthhﬁ, 55 quarterlies; in all,
9,723 publications, So we Jearn
from Geo. P. Rowell & Co’s NﬂWﬂp&-
per Directory.

The official figures show that the
fits on the silver coi of the
'nited States for the past thrée
ears—that is, the difference be-
tween the cost of the bullion and the
value of the coin into which it was
made—have beenn over ten million
dollars. The coin of standard
dollars during that period was near-
ly sixty-four millions.

Gumspnndmu.

Eﬂvm'ma, Mecosta Co.,
Mieh!gan, July 27, 1880

mmmxm

c?nwl-i you under date ¢
June 12th, I have traveled much an
preached a great deal in public an
private. I went to Ottawa Counf
and held mqrnl maetinﬁ in thre
| different k a goa
| work can do there, Elders I

W Pierca, and G. Brigger, of Gle
Utah, sent me some gennn
chun:;h ‘Works whlch are doing goo
Emﬂ:fﬂl‘« the people %h
I.n went to Allegan County.
where hhva rehtivea, They ¢

1
ﬁtough their inﬂuénca o ndlj

nbtainﬁ
The sanramant was then ndminis- achurch to. hold one meeting
tered. ' had a full h Duse—ﬁ were vetw sti]
Elder H. G Boyle had obeyed the | and interested. Went to Gran
gospel in his “teens” and since that Rnpids—got s 'n bf e May
| time he had traveled fifty or sixty | p Kk inthe centr
t.hnusnhd miles | iming the gos- nf tha city at 10 a. m. and 3p. m, o
this his nhventh or|J | Ju o 4th. Four | vﬁ notie
came Saturday

| pers |
welfth mission and had visited Elders Butler and Spilsbur
among this peopfe who had treated lay night.
him very kKindly. It was said of the] We went to the park at the ap
Savior when he ended his sermon Ecttadtime, and I commenced
on the mount, that he spoke as one ure on the rise, ress an
having authority. Why isit that travels of the Church, etc, g




