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THE GROWTH OF RELIGIOUS

UNBELIEF 0
IN the midst of the nations of mod-
em christendom is a widespread
audand rapidly growing dladiAdisbeliefbeliefbellef in re-
vealed rellareligionon which ucbunhappyappy

11

state of the public mind threatens to
culminate in the near future in a
collapse of au religious belief as corncoin

as it will be terrible this im-
pending

in
crisis is recognized by many

of the leading minasmindsminds of the agagethewh
ararearo vainly theorizing with regard to
its origin and speculating as to itits
ultimate results these theorieses
however simply touch secondary or
apparent causes the originating
ccauseause is14 ignored or repudiatedrepudiateled by
these inquiries it lies in the rejec-
tion efof the revelations of thetee ever-
lasting gospel by the masses of the
people and in those landslanda where its
principles have been the most wide-
ly proclaimed is this disbeliefin or
disregard ofor religious obligationsthe
most strongly deydevelopedeloped indeed it
is but the natural and inevitable
outgrowth of a refusal to accept the
hordofword of the lord the rejection of
divine truth originates in the ini-
quity of the people they love dark-
ness rather than light because their
deeds are evilandilandlland when they have
reprepelledrepelellelleileJ the light the darkness
grows moremorer profound and the influ-
ence of iniquity the more powerful
andana dominating9

the literature of all english
speaking countries is surcharged
with evidences of this prevailing
condition offit the public mind this
iais particularly so with so called seiselsci-
entific works but even many of the
most recent works of fiction are dis

ively nonreligiousnon religious theytifer en-
tirely ignore god their heroes and
herheroinesolnes are strong in their human-
ity conquering temptation solelysolety by
interninternaltil strength of character and
triumphing over evil simply by in-
nate personal virtue too many
also of the most popular education-
al text books not only exert a nelnegnega-
tive

ga
but a positive influence against

revealed religion whilst what is
called natural religion by some so
highly extolled is pretty much
what eachindividual chooses to make
it with some it is the worship of
his fellowmans best efforts with
another it is the convenient make-
shift of a sounding name which
tsiso eanscans anything or nothing accord-
ing to time place or circumstance
it is perhaps true that in the minds
of some men who combine great
astrenstrengthath of character ofbf a revereverentialorential
catcast withwith high scientific attain-
ments is tobato be found asta strongrong mani-
festationfestation of thel sentiment of wor-
shipship but ifff youyuu search into the re-
cessesbesses of suehsuch mens hearts
nothing tangible nothing definite
nothing that will save or exalt
humanity but merely a make-
shift drawn fromfroni perpenpersonal study or
eexperiencerien some mixture perhapsperbaSlmhof christianchristinnrista ethics with ancient phil-
osophy a plank of the theological
wreck which will barely hold two

yet there is probably an increase
of church building possibly even
of church going buethebut the crust of
outward piety is thin and hollow
and is growing thinner and holhoihollowedhollolowewc
everydayeveryeveny day there may be a form of
godliness but christendom is not
at once prepared to throve aside the
traditions of ages which make it the
respectable and proper thing for
every one to be a professor of relig-
ionon nor isis society yetset prepared to
assume the unknown responsibili-
ties which an utter repudiation ofor
felifeilreligiousiouslous teachings would entail
and again amongst the various
uninspired irreligious schemes of
which the present century is18 so pro-
lific no system has yet been dis-
covered capable of elevating the
moral tone of society of promoting
temperance unselfishness and thrift
of developing self respect and in-
suring domestic virtue any better
than tthehe old sects however much
they may have been weighted with
adentadertadventitiousidous matter and besmeared
wilhwithwi li thee harlo tries of modern baby-
lonon A hangechange thus becomes to
many a simpledimple question of jjumping
out of the fryfryingng pan into the firefiremfarea

supposing and we think the sup-
positionposit ign a very reasonable one that
this condition of religious doubt and
disbelief grows until it becomes pre-
eminently the ruling sentiment of
all classes modified slightly by so-
cial position education and tradition
what will bobe its probable effect on
morality we answer a moral

chaos for a short period it is con-
ceivableceivable that the restraints of public
opinion fashioned under the 2old con-
ditions and the fearonfear of unwelcome
responsibilities would holdhoid the first
generation who reject revealed re-
ligionligionalonA lonion to a moderate standard of out-
ward morality but it can scarcely
be hoped that in the next genera-
tion the same standard however
poor it be would be maintained
either by the abstract idea of virtue
or the positive law of the state
social science cannot supply wethe
place of religion weak as men may
have made much of it and by the
side ofot true religion what doesdocs it
give in exchange for the veritiesverifiesveri ties of
the gospel of jesus christ A gos-
pel otof torcelorce evolution the struggle
for exlexiexistencestence the survival of the htlit
testtestaa gospel which teaches the
englishman it is no shame to shoot
zulus and the american that ohethe
Tamanite isi 3 his rirightful prey in
the words of mrair roebuckroeKoebuekbuck alpALF
the first business ofa colonist lais to

clear the country of wild beasts and
the most noxious of wild beasts is
the wild man what will survive
of that grand truth which holds to
gether the families of mankind thalthai

god hath made of one blood allail na-
tions of men forfoi to dwellbodwell on all the
face of the earth blot out this idea
of the brotherhood of man and the fa-
therhoodthe of god ignore the glorious
act of divine self sacrifice consum-
mated on calvary requiring self sa
orifice from us in return extinguish
the gospel hope for the indi-
vidual its hope for the race and
what restraining barriers does
tive ism infidelity or naturalism pre-
sentant these are gospels of antago-
nism gosgospelsaels of policy gospels of
raging selfishness

in every land where the english
language prevalprevails1s we have it said
to use the language of prof goldwin
smith that the old rules are re-
laxed and the old lines broken
through that commercial adventur-
erslers who have made fortunes by
questionable means unscrupulous
political intriguersintriguers and even brilli-
ant courte occupy in virtue of
their success a position they never
occupied before this is but the
beginning of the end the shadow of
a shade but yet the warning of a
coming deluge of irrestraint ininI1

which each manashallman shallshail be a law un
to himself hisbis own passions the
special pleaderspleaders his selfishness the
sole judge then might will be
right and the fittest thithabthatit is th-ethe
strongest will survive

from this threatened catastrophe
there iais but onciond escape for the world
itisit is to turn back from its present
course and accept the verifiesveritiesveri ties of at
ter day revelation which it now re
leets for in that rejection lies thetho
source the cause the reason and
the fear of the hastening destruc-
tion naught else will deliver
nothing lessjess will save

THE WORK USIN EUROPE

WE publish with pleasure a few
more items inlif regard to the
of the work afof godigod in europeeurge
gleaned from thetho Sstarstaf otof
july which has st come
mahandto hand

elder W 0 parkison wllwilwilligliR en
raginglycou from ahethe newcastle
conference Two persons had re
bently been baptized in
district jwotwowo in thelhe south clurel
branch and given their
jamesfernamesnamesferforfer the ordinanceordillaneelance in new
castlecastie

elder hugh findlay reports from
Gglasgow that leighty simsix members
had been addedaddes by baptism duringdurin
the past eight monthmonths with excel
lent prospects for an accumulates
increase the articles otof ourfaigh had been stereotyped for dis-
tributiontribution by tens ofor b
which meansmoans much good had been
accomplished iat a conference hoidholdheldheid in glasgow
junejuna varyvery interesting report
of their lanorsidom were given bN the
elders and the following were bugbussu
bained in the various position
named

elder D CG dunbar to succeed
Eeldereideriderlder hugh findlay asali presidentdelitderit otof
the glasgow conference also elderseiders
thomas jack VV 0 mcgregor1 ijames low andabd janiesjanics houston MSfas
travtravelingbling itt thothe glasgow con
ference asag presidents of brandies
john C gray ofbf glasgow hwhow
wilson of Parkheadbead john uriuilullun
binghamningham of irvine francis mar

of 10marnock george camicam
bell of galston wm hartley of

george henderson oi01
edinburgh wmwin robertsonbertsonBo of

hamilton wmwin little of hay-
wood david cadron of lanarkbanark
robertkobert lamontlament of falkirkFalkirk wmwin
dyett of slamannonSlamannon wm goodof
benhar james elliot of loanheadLoanhead

on wednesday july presi-
dent budge left liverpool for the
continent he proposed visiting9
conferences in denmark swswedenen
norway and germany and proprobablyb
the netherlands heyie was acconecoaccom-
panied by elders moroni snow and
lyman R and expected
to be absent until sometime between
the and of august

on saturday july eldereider
peder AnderandersensenseD returning mission-
ary left liverliverpooloo00 for liwjiwhis home in
utah on the AS S arizona elder
andersen arrived on a misssion in
Novnovemberembery 1878 he labored in
norway encountering a good deal of
difficulty in his ministry on accountamount
of the poverty and opposition of the
people he babaptizedsized about thirty
persons the star saysrays

liehe was released to return home
with the company that left liver-
pool on july loth but was prevent-
ed doing so by circumstances soinesomme

whwhatat peculiar JHhee was on ththee popointn t
of leaving stavangerStavanger for

hyby11

with a party of fourteen emigrants
that were going with the july com-
pany shortly prior to the time
when the steamboat was expected
to leave hebe was arrested by the po-
lice on a charge of prepro aching and
baptizing he obtained permission
to return to the boat accompanied
by a couple of officers to transfer
some business to another of the par-
ty

mr
while one of the offommmeersofficers stood at

the gangway waitingwalting for bro ander-
sen to appear on deck the latterlattekS by
aid of one of the mates based him
disguised in a sailors basedjacketa t andaul
large oilskin hat helashe was thenaidthen hid
away in another part of the vessel
and thus escaped the magistrate
however telegraphed to
where he was on his arrival ttherepereyere
again arrested and thrust intoprison
where he remained three days inin a
mitmiserableerable cell he felt rather keen-
ly when the time was shslipping past

i when it was possiblee for him to ac
company the emigrating saints
with whom lielle had been released toki
return home after he was takenthiren
out of jail the magistrate decreed
that he should report himself
police station tivicetwice each day that he
might be known to be within reach

i when wanted he succeeded in
getting awayawny from and
reached Copencopenhagenhagenihagenl from which
latter point he came to liverpool

he says that the elders hahaveaxmanya
obstacles to meet with on the nor-
wegian

r
coast where he labored

the officials are very bitter and the
people generally degradedtied he par-
tially maintained himself by work-
ing with his handshandl and inhi thetha same
way obtained means to hire toomsroomsaboms
to enable him to preach the gospel
bro andersenAhdersen says that had tehe not
been reTeased to return home he
would not have exerted himself to
elude the officersmrs but would have
stayeddiudivin his bellandfield and taken the
consequences resulting fromfroni preach-
ing the gospel 0of jesus christ

EDITORIAL NOTES

when fraud violence or
aeu e controlsangi the noblest conati
ution and wisest laws are useless

Ironcoucoa
vain glorious men are thechescoscornn2 of

wise men the admiration of fools
thetile idols of parasites and the slaves
of their own vavauntsjauntstints

during the last ten years mis
souriss increase ofor population hashag
tteenbeen over 33 per cent while that of
ohiojhio haslias been 19 per cent and oforbiII11

lanois 20 per cent
11 rhe right of trial by jury the

habeas corpus the liberty of the
zaiii essless the freedom of speech the
natural nightsrights of persons and ttheberights of property must be preserv-
ed hancock

there are in the united statestates
and territories daily papers 58
tri weeklies semi monthlies

weeklies 43 bi weeklies
em monthlies 14

oi monthlies 55 quarterlies in all
91 23 publications so we learnleamirfrom0in geo P kowellrowell cos newspa-
per directory

therhe official figuresfigurea show that the
profits odori theth silver coinage ofodthethothe
united states for the past threethroe
ears that is the difference be-

tween the cost of the bullion and the
value of the coin into which it was
made have been over ten million
dollars the coinage of standard
dollars during that period was near-
ly sixty four millions

NORTH MOLINACAOLINA AND VIR-
GINIAGINIA conferencesconference

I1 I1

MOUNT albyAIRY
surry co NCN C

the north Caicafcarolinalolina and virginia
conference waswaa held near warivar billjhillhili
surry co N C july and
1880

there were present on the stand
elders H G boyle aaron D
thatcherR A ballantyne seth
M langton thos farr geo 0

and WV W fife from the
virginia conference and jaffes H
moyle N W taylor and G BR hill
of the north carolina conference

elder H G boyle was chosen to
preside and G it hillhlll and it A
ballantyne clerks of conference

elder H G boyle made a few re-
marks upon the object of the con
ference

elder AD thatcher spokesoke of the
office and calling of thetile elders and
the restoration of the gospel and
bore a strong testimony of the truth
of the same and promised all who
would obey it a testimony for them-
selves

Eeiderelderder thos farr addressed the
congregation on the gift and power
of the holy ghost and said it was
necessary for the former day saints
to have it in order to understand
the principles of the gospel and itt
is just as necessary for us to have
the samecame that we may know the
waybayolof truth

elder james H moyle saldsaid we
believed inthelutheiu the bible in his travels
hebe found that nearly all people prpre-
tended to believe in it ruilkulobat do they
follow its teachings asked do we
find the gospel upon fhethe earth as 1it
was in the daydayss of jesus paul in
his writings says the time will
come when men shall be proud
boasboasterstensy etc having a formforni of god-
liness but denying the powenpower there-
of and as he traveled among ththeQ
peoplemple of the world and examined
into their doctrines behe found

i iijhajat
they were ip that gondpondconditionitlon

elder H G boyle said he had
been much interested inin the re-
marks that had been rpmadepae the
speakers had proven litliialtall they hadhall
said by this book the biblenible and
theretheresis not a principle in our doc
trine cannot prove bybk ft

meeting adjourned till 4 pimpan

3rpmpm
elder seth M angtonlangtonIj spoke at

some length on the anchanunchangeable-
ness

abieable
of the gospel plainly shshowing9

thathat there is only one waymay for the
human family to be savedsaved addarid
bore a faithful testimony to the
truth of tbthee work

elder NH taylor said it regurequiresires
a greatgreab deal of preaching to geatheget the
people to understand the
principles of the gospel
theha slisisspeakerleaker referred to the disdisperperpen
ibn of the childrechildrenii of israel and

that they were to be gatheredgathemdinin the
he exhorted the saints

to be humble
elder G R hill quoted nomadm the

first chapter of galatians 8 9
versesverges we fondfind the apostles taught
faith on tha lord jesus christ rerea
penpeb tance of sins by forsaking them
and the laying on of hands forrov the
reception of the holyholk that
these sacred ordinances ardare to be at
tended to by those having authority
from god which authority aheythey
must receive by revelation throughgh
his prophetstg

eiderelder HG Boyle bore his testi-
mony to what had been baidsaiu and
ethorexhortedted the people to examine the
principles taught the people can-
not getga awasaway from the testimonytastestimony of
the eldersriders because it is
led by a power that they cannot re

the destruction ofpf the wicked
is near at hand the voice giscomeis come
out of her 0 my people that ye par-
taketakennotbt sinsbins andand receive not
of her plagues

till 1030 a mi tomorto mor
row

sunday july 1030 am
elder 11 cf boyeboyle whyby

the sacrament vasnasas instituted andind
that those who partakeedke of it should
understand that if thetheythesY Ppartaketake of
it unworthily they would eatfat and
drink condemnation ioto theirf owai
souls

the sacrament wasvms then adminisadminis-
tered

elder irH agG boyle hadbad obeyobesedhe
gospel anikisin his beens and since that
time he had traveled attyfifty or ssatyI1xt
thouathousandhd mmileslieslles proclaim ing chegosthe gos-
pel this being his eigelieleventhileath ordr
twelfthtw fth mission and hadaad visitedvi1sited
amobamongg this peopeoplepie whoiho had treated
him very kindly it was said of the
savior when he ended his sermon
on the mount that he spoke as one
having authority whywhy 1is it that

behe aspokee thus because he was
sent by his father he said unto
his apostapostleslesi teye have not chosen
me but I1 have you and or-
dained you the speaker quoted
many passages to prove the neces-
sity of authauthorityarity from god to ad-
minister in his nameyname and testified
that it was again restored to the
ertherth he concluded his remarks
bbyy rovingproving from the scriptures the
objectect of baptism to be for therethe re
mission of sinsains

elder G 0 pitkin said thirty
three years ago yesterday the pion-
eers entered saltbait lake valley he
hadbad never heard anything taughttaught by
the elders of thethe latteriatter day saints
but what was the power of god un-
to salvation god is with his people
andradand hadbad restored ghegothetha gospel1 of the
son of god inJn these days as was
beenseen by john the revelator in the
isle of patmos

adjourned till 2rpmpm
2 pm

the authorities of the church
were presented and sustained as fol-
lowslows thethoth church authorities as sus-
tained at the last april conference
john morganmorgan as presidentlent of the
southern State inisAlon with HGH G
boyle acting president idduringtiring his
absabsenceencieencle jas amoy ibejfe as prepresident
of the north carolinaCaroli bonhonconferenceference
with NWxe W taylor WV WV fife and
G BR hill aas traveling elderelders henry
G boyleboy ie as president orthof thed virginia
conference with aaron D thatch
abeyee BR A ballah tybe bethseth MX lang-
ton

lang-
toto thomas parrfarr and george 0pitkin Asass elffers in the
vingVirg conferences wm hillhim prepres-
ident

q
mient overver0 the pilot mountain
branch bortlkorth carolina wmwih B
shelton president orthe mountab ntaalryairy
braibralbranchbralichich north Carollcarolicarolinand 1I

elder BR spokeake upon
the organisationorganization of the church 0of
god upon the earth with apostles
and prophet at the head as it was
anciently for they were to continue
in the church till wewealnilall come to the
unity of the falthafaithfalth etcete thethel speaker
explained thithee principles bfbr thethiel gos
pel as contained iiiin iblihlthee bible whid
aisoalso have been revealed in our day

elder W IV fife said there are
now about 1006 difFerent
tioaa altall professing to teach fromfroin the
bible and all differ hilin their doodool i

tuines blabuabia wilenwhen goddad men upon
the earthy endowed with power from
onozi high they would all leachteach the
same doctrines midand not dinerdimer opeone
from another

Elderha boyle saidsidd we often
hear people tiivisay we would johljoin the
church af wewd knew what church te
john yeiyelfoi a description efof thethi
church of chefs wawe needkeea nottibt go to
tnyanyiny of the sectssectaigetaq daicaybutbut lc
the bible forttforit contactcontains aullr fullfuli de-
scription bf the church ar goddod esyesix
p what pprophecyT yaawas norfor and
saidsald wa ailallallwangwant saaa testimony of thi
warm aw are I1 enengageP

I1

eaddinin andd tkiowaknowledgeedgeedae brill enof godgoa for burlburii

selves and nut depending ih thetthe
the ergut witnesses dafi

the newnewtetestament 3 7-171 J

conference ne dieefte
benediction bby H GF boylayle

G3 j I1

JRI1 A ballantyneballantyreBALIANballantyreTYNE
clerks of gonPonconference

asatabat at thisthia conferencebonfereneeference theretherb
were about present and the best
of attention andi thethe best of ordellorda
prevailed
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michigan July 27 isso1880
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editors I1 i

feinbe
I1 xouyouyop ununder date J

ajonisjunisjtineJ 2thtb I1ibave traveled piuplumuchch ant
preachedabeabed a great deal in public aniand
private I1 wint to ottawa
and heldbold several meetings in ehret
ditdifTerentdifferent places I1 ehmkathink im doidgoddold
work cancaia be donedohe there Xiderseiders 1I
WWnpierceerce AandaudcagG agger afpf gligig

utah senttent mibmemelsomesomesomer germanernau
churchcrunch voriaVorimrsmorl 1 dhigh are dodoiegpok godgold
ahmonamongstA thehhie germangerwan people theme
I1 nnetIBtt went to allegan clinty

f hay relatives theythyreth re
and treated menib kindly

through their influence I1 obtainil
achurch to liolholgoldonediOnedone meetingnieeting inid
ildhad iiA allail nyvere very stilstr
and interiinterestedted aknir toradto grardi
rapids- got perm sq ti af0f thie maymajaiI1bly

or to preach k lriiri th
of the city at IQfil a in alldsands p in ac
july ft Fourebur paperspapera gave notari
6of it elders butler anneannaand plloso
came saturday night

we wentwent to theth e parkpurk at thetbe atapi
pointed time and I1 commenced 1i
lecture on the itse progressS niinil
trtravelstraveis of the chchurch69jrielogeetcZ


