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no0 anxiety coconcerningne rreligionelision
Bemethingthing tnew mightt comecoma

ten her away in the distant future
WOWaherthe world had grown lesslegs fairaandn herber life might be lessleas complete

its feet sheahe began at that very time
to feel rather strong apprehensions
that the time was drawing near too

ly when the freefreedomdont shesh now
reveled in would bbee taken from her

I1

and khe brightness and glory of the
arldid in which she lived and rejoiced

be shut away from her presence
OLboeltlt this because of certain

which were shaping about her
two years she had accepted theth

of dean augustus campbell
a gentleman vergingmerging on middle age as
he ACASwas miss catharines preference
amongas mlmanyany who sought the favor ofRbotn aunt aandnd niece it mattered littleto lly who was the attendant of her
aunt and herself when they went intoas they were always together
and the dean was so reserved and cool
in his manner toward her that she had
11neverr felt the least inconvenience from70 div present on any occasion and
I1it yasas notot until her twenty third birthdayY that anything occurred to disturbhothet i Qblissful buoyancy of her pure andtrashfresh young soul miss emily her

arved to her that morning it14ibefifth of november 1847 the
MO ches me to speak with you toly oh anAA subject come to

ai in half an hour and I1 shall be
ft calkit with you I1

i

imberamper of fancies came into
i mind during the half hour ofwhich she spent in attention
1

SOWow garden the care of whichmuch pleasure in the deande anherber aunt to speak to her on an
itt subject what subject of
icece coulta hebe be interested inid1 concern her had he really

I1 to arouse himself and go
which she had sometimesOm eUmes

itsts of between him and heranond were her feelings to beco eredd in the matter whether
ovad go or remain at home no

VS wouldlo10 be too good a thing itabebe something in his
or estate affairs torfor which he

oldid need to borrow money and as
abe an expectede to inherit her auntst possibly they required her

0n forf some transaction thatdiat was
ta ae4
6 emiles astonishment when

1 e atet of her aunts private sitaltthat dignified lady made thenjg declaration in her usualand business like way
wryce deanqan has been thinking for

Wi10 time emily that your twenty
10 Y would be an appropriateor the formal arMoannouncement ofrt1 rothal he has discoveredaiscovered thatactee far ahead of most youngat yoyoururageage thatr vivacity there Is1 a world ofity within you which needsfor development gadandtl do honor to his home and his

calling he has therefore de
thatcihat your marriage shall takeplace an christmas in his own chapel

tofa to his present to you this morn
MCA barly appropriate a bible andprayer bookok he will see you himself
this afternoon and we may ride with
ai to the vicarage

A4 smily found voice for was wellarft 111 spoken in a tone so low I1thatat itsaangng could not have been under I1

I1 by the stately lady as she placed
leanseans gift in emiles hands

X b to your room now miss cath-arinea e continued it will be best for you
to append most of the day by yourself
as xouou have subject matter which will
hemrearel deeper reflection than anything
your6 r mind has hitherto contemplatedhartlagevageHarflage you will come to seebee is aagyJLfigreat thing

Y went to her room as biddensashe bad surely something to reflect

upon what was this her aunt and the
dean were paving the way and pre-
paringp her for something great in-
deed was it all right with herself
she asked would it be her ideal of
wedded life to live always with the
dean what did she know of his
private life and character he had al-
ways been civil simply civil to her
was there anything more to look for
what sort of a life would it be any-
how with a man who kept so close
within himself that after two years
intimate acquaintance with him it was
impossible to judge whether there was
a spark of animation in his soul that
might under some circumstances be
touched and made to appear outward-
ly in some form or if the whole being
were actually indicated by the serene
self sufficient never changing surface

emily found at length that her re-
flections were all compounded of ques-
tions none of which she was able to
answer and she did not know whether
to be glad or sorry when her reverie
was broken by the announcement that
the dean had arrived and wished to
see her privately

for the first time in their lives the
dean and emily stood face to face
alone what would he say how would
he act were the questions which
flashed through her mind now should
she be frightened or pleased at his ap-
proach for he did condescend to step
toward her as she entered the room i

and stopped yes he even extended
his hand a thing he had never done
before but he only touched her fin-
gers respectfully there was no pres-
sure of the plump pretty hand she
reached out to him not half so hearty
a handshake as a certain good looking
navy officer had taken pains to give
her on several occasions when they
had met with this thought arose a
sudden feeling of depression for could
not the dean realize that according to
his own decree they were that dayday aciac-
tually engaged and were theyt ey notn0
soon to be married was this all the
demonstration he thought necessaryne on
such a momentous occasion she took
the seat he motioned her to on the
same sofa he seated himself upon but
there was distance enough between
them so that he could not have put hithla
arm around herwaldther waist and she could
not have leaned her head upon hiphift
shoulder even had the desire for such
intimacy suggested ityour aunt has told you of my in-
tentionstent ions began the dean

she has answered emily in a
voice which it took a great effort to
make steady

there will be certain bounds now
which we must not transcend he con
linued for instance you will not
walk home from church with youa
young friends again but accompany
your aunt always whether sheahe rides
or walks also avoid entering into
conversations which are likely to be
prolonged with gentlemen like sir
robert the duke and others whom I1
have noticed seek for opportunities of
drawing you into discussion on their
fafavoritev0rite themes and if at any time

gentlemangent leman should presume to ask
your hand for more than one dance in
an evening as that brilliant but offen-
sive young nobleman did at lady
hamiltons decline at once I1 shall
endeavor to be patient with you con-
cerning these things for a time but
you must be guarded we roustmust leave
no room for scandal or for unfavorable
things to be said of us I1 trust you
appreciate the present I1 chose forf r you
as befitting the day

1 I shall try to answered emily al-
most dazed with what she had listened
to and unable to collect her thoughts

11 yoyouu will ride with your aunt and
mmyself to the vicarage now there are
some changes to be made there and
as I1 am going over you may as well

accompany me said the dean aris-ing
without another word emily leftthe rooroomin and as if comcompelledbelled by thdeans word prepared for the ride tothe vicarage and went
she marvelledmarvelleemarvel led at herself now asyears before she had wondered why

her mother bore some things withoutquestioning which she felt like
ing most sharply

for more than a month emily
allowed herself to be drawnsteadily on towards the cul-minatingmina ting point at which all hergirlish fancies and maldenmaiden hopes wereto be swallowed up in what seems toher a vague mystery she felt thatthe little kingdom wherein she hadreigned for a brief blissful season asqueen of love and song and naranamelesselesscharms was passing out of her lifethat henceforth she was to be no raomorethan mere mote in the bright circle ofstars where she had been of all themost attractive or she should passpossutoutof sight altogether

why was she allowing herself to hpbethusthua placed behind immovable prisonbars or what seemed as dreadful without even demurring
strange as it may seem to thosethoadbornbom where universal fiefreedomedorn isin thfirule there were strong rreasonseasono whyemily was being passively led alone- a I1

she permitted herself to be
one lathatwas that having lived with heraunt for ten years without opposingher will in a single instance it an

feared to her that to attempt doing
ap

so now would be an utterly hopelesshoDL lessundertaking she loved and revered her V
aunt also and was dedeeplye ply indeaindebtedtedto her as well and dependent uponajon herfor earthly comfortevery how jr
she muster strength and courage to kdisappoint such a friend and incincurur herheir Vlasting displeasure by opposing her war
or questioning her judgment bhaha 1

felt unequal to such an effort r

she did not know her own strengthstrenathof character or her ability to mup
ELa purpose to completion sono dodormanthad been her controlling forces because
of her entire reliance upon her auntagnf
superior faculties

another reason for her camplicomplianceabow t

with the plans of her aunt and thedean was that being possessed ofstrong physical as well as mental ioianow
erserp but without understanding themshe felt the natural impulses whichguide most young people into the hy
meneal path and often without knownknow
ing why she shuddered at the thought
of living a whole life time perhaps qft
longlang one like her aunt cathareneCatharlnewith no husband and no child ofdf herown and now to marry the cold unua

ned marble hearted dean did not
seem to her so dreadful with all the
sacrifices she saw sheahe would havebave to
make as to remain unmarried ana
grow old she did not consider very
carefully what might be the conse-
quences of such a step however or ehi
never would have thought that h
would have known at a glance could
she have looked into the future but 41

little way that she was belling het
freedom at much too low a priceaprice

alas how many innocent victims
have been thus sacrificed on such un
holy shrines

the days went on until but fro 111re-
mained

1

between emily and the morn-
ing on which she was to take the fatal
leap it was saturday the of
december that day would pewspass and
there was yet the sabbath to toebe lived
and then would come the sealing of
her doom

her aunt had been rather more ten-
der in her ways toward her of lotlat
than for years before torfor miss cathoir
ine was not one to parade emotional
feelings in a general way or even to
show that she had them but jhb
thought of emily going out crovi hwhor
home and of her allowing the ofat


