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sandy and gravelly, in some places
roeky, thus aftording a clein and easy
approach. The water is shallow for
some distance out, when it gradually
Jeepens to an extent not s yet deter-
mined. The water is very clear,
affording & view of the bottom at a
depth of ten or Afteen feet.
arie, the headquarters of the Bear
Lake Stake anu the county seat of
Bear Lake county, is the largest settle-
ment in Bear Lake valley. It i=
benutifully situsted on the north bank
of Paris creel, near the bage’ of the
mountains ¢n the west side of the
valley, ten miles eouthwest of Mout-
pelier, the neareal railway station, hnd
eight miles northwest of the north end
of the lake. Paria can boast of = large
number of fine hrick buildinge, ani
among its public structures the fine
Btake Tubernacle towers up high albove
everything elze in the town. [iis one
of the finest Btake houses owrned by
the Latter-day Sainte; and is buiit of
s species of granlte and red sandstone,
bhauled a distance of pixteen miles
from the piace where they were
%unrried on the esast side of the lake,
aris has also a fine two-story court
house, two werd houses, o e school
bhouse, two Bgtores, a first-class rolier
miil, 8 oumber of shops, ete. Thetuwn
i divided into two wards, of which
Willlam West presides as Bishop over
the south or First Ward, and Robert
Price over the north or Second Ward.
The former has a total membership of
411, or 76 familles, and the latter 505
members, or 88 families. Paris was
first settted LY Apostle Charles C.
Rich and many others in the fall of
1863, and is the oldest settlement in
Bear Lake Valley.

Bloomingten, one of the most pros-
perous settlements in the Valley, lies
two miles south of Paris, on & beautiful
stream of water, and surrounded by
some of the best farming land in the
county. Besides rnising all kinds of
small grain suitahle to the climae,
Bloomington also préduces fruits of
various Rinds, apd it is estimated that
one hundred busbels of cholce apples
were raised there this year, besides
Iarge quantities of plume and cherries
and a few pears. This place may al-
mogt be called asuburb of Paris, being
so adjacent thereto; Willlam Hulme is

. the lsho?. The place was first settied
in the spring of 1864.

Baint Charles, thus named Ino honor
of Charles . Rich, is a flourishing
settlement, aud second to Paris in size,
situated about six miles south of
Bloomington or eight miles south of
Purig, and & mile and =a half west of
the porth end of Bear Lake, Like
Paris and Bloomington, it neatles at
the foot of the mountains which sepa-
rates Bear Lake from Cache Valley,
and is surrounded by fertile landsand
and well cultivated farms, A Iarge
pumber of the inhabitants are Beandi-
pavians, mostly Swedish, John A.
Hunt is the Bishop; the ward numbers
538 gouls, or 105 families, and 8 con-
sequently the second larrest ward in
the Bear Lake Stake, 8t.Charles was
settied in the spring of 1864

Fish Hayen ward embraces the vil-
lage of that name and the settlers liv-
ing on theirfarms nerth and South of
the village nleng the shores of the lake,
The village Is most beautifully situated
an the west bank of the Inke and com-
mande n very excellent view of the
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whole surface of the saume as well as of
pearly the entire valley. In the sum-
mer season it is visited by bundreds of
touriats who come to enjoy the Leauti-
ful scenery, the fresh air, 8 bath in and
a boat ride on the lake.

- Fish Haven claims to raise the best
fruit in the valley, and as good grain as
any of the other settlements; hut some
farming land is uneven and rolling,
lying as it does on the tops and the
slopes of the foothills, as the narrow
sirip of jand on which the village is
built is only balf a mile wide, the lake
hefog on the eastand the foothilleon
the west side. Fish Haven ward con-
tains 155 members or 30 families, over
whom Jobn Stoek, an elderly man
presides ss Bishop. The piace was
frst settled in 1864,

Ovid s a seattered settlement lying
porth of Paria. The cenlre of the
ward, where the town used to stand,
is four apd a half miles north of that
place, and six miles southenet of Mont-
pelier. The majority of the people

‘have moved out on their farmsand

ranches which extend for severa) miles
west and north from the ¢entre. Phile-
mon Lindsay is the Bishop; the ward
hag 31 families or 211 menibers, and a
large proportion of the people js ot
Danish origln.: Also this place was
gettled in the spriny of 1864. )
Liberty Ward embruces the scatter-
ed settlers residing on Liberty
Creek and North Creek, in-
cluding the village of that name, situ-
ated in the forks of the two streams
mentioned, about four miles north west
of Ovid, and elght miles north west of
Paria, The settlers live along the
creeks, aud their houses and farms ex-
tend for a distanee of about eight
miles, and this was the place where
the Bear Lake Valley pioneers of 1863
first entered, hut passed on to where
Paris now sta ds, before they made a
jocation. Edwin N. Austin is Bishop
of the Liberty ward, which consists of
29] members® or forty-nine families.
The place was first settled in the
spring of 1864. 1

Berne is a small ward lying north of
Ovid and coneists chielly of Bwise
Haints, who live by ranching and
dairylng. The place Is noted for its
excellent quality of c¢heese, The
centre of the ward, or the placé where
the meetings are generally held, is
about four mhiles northeast of Ovid, or
eight and ahalf northeast from Paris,
and four and a half northwest of Mont-
pelier. The whole strength of the
ward conpeiste of nine families or
seventy souls, who live in n scattered
condition on springs gushing forth
along foot-hills, on the west side of
Bear River. The ward extends north
and south for B distance of about five
miles, John Kunz is Bishop.

Moutpelier, the railway towu of Bear
LakeValley, lies two miles east of Bear
River, at the mouth of a canyon and

pear the base of the mountaing border--

ing the east side of the valley, . Bince
the completion of the Oregon Bhort
Line Montpeller has been the head-
quarters of (Géntile intluences in this
part of the country, and a new town
lying immediately west of the original
“iMormon?’settlement has been found-
ed, which today is principally inhab-
ited by pen-**Mormone,?? while the old
town, founded by the Saints in 864,
continues prineipally ae a ‘‘Mormon®
town, Thie place, owing to its expoeure

to the winds from the north,is reckoned.
to he the coldest place in Bear Lake
Valiey; its altitude ls 5783 feet above
the level of the sea. No fruit tospeak
of is raised here, Montpelier is the
largest own and wara in the Bear
Lake Btake. It numbers 710 members
of the Church, or 110 families; and
the non-"*Mormon® population exceeds
this considerably. Wm. L. Rich, a
son of the late Apostle Chas. C. Rich,
ia the Bishop. 1

Preston ward embraces that distriets
of country lyiog south of Montpeljer:
and north of Bear River. The town-
site, whiech is occupied by unbuut g
dozen families out of the seveuieen
farmilies (o1 evighty-eight sonls) which
consatitutes the ward, lies near the Qres
gon Short Line track, five miles routh-~
east of Montpelier, and three miles
porthwest of the mouth of the cauyon
through which Bear River enters Bear
Lake Valley from the east. Charles
. Keeteh, a young man called from
Bt. Charles for the purpose ol presid
ing, is the Bishop of Preston, which
was first settled In the fall of 1868 by
Preston Thomas, after whom the place
has derived its name.

Dingle ward lies opposite the rivem
from Preston and cobnsiste of thirpy.
nine tamilies of Baints, or 228 souls,
part of whom reside on the towusite of
Dinpglesituated immediately south of
the celebrated “Peg Ley’” Island, ip
Bear River, 24 miies southeast of
Preston, eigbt miles soutbeast of Mont-
Felier and seven miles in a strajght
ine due east of Paris, The place i
quite windy, hut less subject to fros
than any part of Bear Lake Valleyy
and the snow-fal! is also lighter. The
tarming land ia good, but part of it 1a’
broken and rolling, Samuel Hum-
pbreys is Bishop of the Dingle ward:
the place was firat settled in the epring
of 1871; but long hefore the Baints#
came to Utah a man, widely kniown as
“Peg Leg??Smith, had & but or trads
ing post on the island which beure his
pame to this day.

Bennington ward is "north of Maont.
pelier and embraces a large Lract §
country lying east of ‘Bear river, ipn-
cluding the viliage of Bennington
whieh is situatedpn an elevaled pleck
of ground about Mx miles northwest qf-
Montpelier. ‘ ]

Thesurrounding farming land is good
and productive but water ls scarce, an
the place subject to early aud lat
irgsts, which has caused the lors g
crops repeatedly. Only about hajlf &
dozen families cestde on the townsite;
the restlive on their respective r‘arm§‘
and homesteads. The place was fAres
settled in the ppring of 1864, and the

resent Blshop is Amos R, Wright.
!E‘hu numetrical strength of the ward g
fifty-two families or 344 souls.

Georgetown ward emhraces th
Salints residing on Twin creek iu the
extremne north end of Bear Linke val-
ley “including the village of George-
town, which is located on the lowlands
gkirting Twin creek, aboutn mile caat
of the point where that stream emptles
into Bear river, seven and a half milea
northwest of Bennington, twelve miles
northwest of Montpelier, and twenty:
two miles north of Parie. The furm;
ing ‘land along the creek and river js
good and where the locations are
sheltered against the ¢old winds fromw-
the north by the hills, the hardier
Iruits are raised. Heory A. Lewls 18



