of the 15th just.,, coutains the fol.
lowipng among its ¢ Palks with Trav-
elers:

#¢With the abolition of the practice
of Bolygamy in the Mormon Church
in Utah,” said R. P. Weldon, a prom-,
inent Gentile merchant of Salt Laka
Qity, at the Briggs Heuse this morn-
ing, ‘perfect confideuce and frieud-
ghip will be restored belween those
who have been divided ouly by differ-
ence In religious views., Iam speak-
ing now, understand, for the Geutile
population of the ’I‘arritor{. People
outside of Utah, whise only knowl-
edge of the diseiples of Brigham
Young has been gained from reading
reports of their polygamous practices,
will never look with any feeling other
than distrast on the Temple reared
by the saline waters of Salt Lake
T confess that before I became 3
realdent of the Territory I shared the

opular feeling of contempt for the

ormona. Nearly three years' resi-
dence among them has greatly softenad
my fdelings toward the followers of
the queer faith. The larger i)er cenl, of
the Mormons were not polygamists,
yeot they respected the ordinances of
their time-honored prophets. The
declaration of President Woodruff has
been a great relief to the Church at
large. The line of demarcation be-
tween Mormon and Gentile 1 Utah
will be wiped out by it. It never has
been sharply drawn except fnr politic-
al purposes. Politicians have made
capital of it. Butin social and bnsi-
ness matters the Mormoens are con-
servative toward their Gentile breth-
ren, and have won their respect. The
Mormons are noled for their dignity,
cleanliuess, and obssrvance of Sun-
day. There iz no place in the whole
country where the Sabbath day is so
strictly henored as In the Mormon
stronghold. Respect for the Sabbath
dayis otie of the tenetsof their faitlh.
No work or business is tolerated on
that day, butfperreet giiet reigns. The
elimination of nolygamy removes the
most serious objection to the Mornion
Church among the Gentiles of Utah,
and the tesult will ba to stimulate the
business interests ou' there and butld
up the country.”

——

SPECIAL SCHOOL TAXES.

THE suit planted by the taxpayers
of the Beventh Behoul District isone
that interests all the people of Salt
Y.ake City. Every school district
in which a special school tax has
been assessed should, In our opin-
iou, take part in the contest. An
invitation has been offered to them
to join in the request that the court
8l aside the special taxes in each
Schoeol District within the city lim-
ite.

The levy was made ino error. It
wad supposed that the amount
"which would be raised would sim-
ply meet the needs of the respective
Districts, under the old school
law and the old valuation of prop-
erty. But the new school law
changed the conditions,and the new
revente law helped to change the
valuations, while the assessors ran
up the assessments to balloon
figures, and thus the taxea intended
to be only sufficient for present
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needs have been made exorbitant,
unjust and oppressive,

Also the Bchoot Districts bave been
Joined, se that they are now one
District, and while these tremend-
ous taxes aure to be collected in cer-
tain parts thereof, other parte will
have no epectai tax to pay, but wil)
receive the beuefit of the taxes
lorced from the other parts of the
new District.

This is manifestly unfair and
strikes at that equality before the
law and uniformity of taxation
wlhicih are essential to lawful taxa-
tion. Courts may set aside assesa-
ments made by mistake or founded
in fraud. They may take vogni-
zwnce of changed conditions, and
rule in equity in the public iuter-
est,

[t 18 hoped and Lelieved that these
impreper assessments will Le set
agide, in view of these facta and
prineiples, and copeidering that by
the regular levy for school taxes
under toe territorial law, and the
extreme values placed upon prop-
erty, there will be ample funds to
carty on the puhlic schools under
the Board of Education for Balt
Lake City.

What iy dupe hy the other Dis-
tricts should be done quickly, as the
suit has been commenced, and
some general and united action
ought in our opinion to be taken at
once in relation to the matter.

—e=

THE MIRACULOUS IN RELIGION.

True religion was alwaye accom-
panied hy mitracles of various kinds.
Iuthe very earlieat dizpensations of
which we have any knowledge, the
miraculous is a prominent feature.
Adam, our father, converses with
God. XEuoch is removed from this
earth without tasting Jdeath. Noah
is miraculously saved from the
waters of the flood and can through
the gift of prophecy outline the
history of his descendaats to the re-
motest future. Abraham Is visited
by God aud by angels. The Mosaic
dispensation isushered in by a series
of miracles and has nlmest through-
out its entire existence men who
are endowed with supernatural gifts.
And the Christlan era was ushered
in with miracles, which continued
s long as the gift of the Holy Bpirit
was recognized among the follow.
ers of our Lord. There never was
a dispensation in which God did not
through His faithful servants mani-
fest His power in a miraculous man-
ner.

The renunciation of miraculous

gifts is therefore a repudiation of | “Christianity,”
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true religion. The two appear al-
ways to have emanated from the
same source, a8 light and heat from
the same sun. To contend that a
religion is ttue although veoid of the
miraculous power is no more seunsi-
ble than to contend for the exist-
ence of a lightgiving, burning suu
incapable nf producing heat.

The so-called “Christian®’ ghurch-
es of our age each take a ditferent

-attitude 1u regard to miracles. All

admit that formerly a oumber of
miracles were performed. The
Cathelic Church even holds that .
miracles may still be performed, hut
only within that church. And
when anything extraordinary oc-
curs, it must be examiped and ap-
proved by bishops and other eccles-
iastical dignitaries before it can be
accepted asa miracle. Everythiog
else of a mystic pature is considered
the work of a diseased imagioation,

fraud, or perhaps the work
of the devil. Purticular-
ly strongly has that church

denounced as leading to infidelity
and immorality the ipexplicable
phenomena of magnetism. The
Protestant churches io modern
times boldly deny all miracles
since the days of the Bible. They
declare that the mitncles were pec-
esgary in order to establish the Gos-
pel, but wbhen the Gospe! had been
established, they were no longer
needed. They ¢ould be ““put out’?
a8 n candle when the sun is up, to
use & modern simile. And, conse-
quently, the Protestants are apt to
declare every modern wonder to be
the” work of the devil, or at least a
fraud.

A cerinin advanced class of theo-
logians have gone a step farther and
deny the miracles of the Old Testa-
ment, while they profess to
retain those of the New. De
Waelte belongs to this class. Inp his
jutroductiou to the Old and New
Testament he ways that it is clear to
the cultivated intellect that “‘such -
miracles never took place in real-
ity,” and he asks If it cun besup-
posed that the eyew [tnesses perhaps
were deceived as to the nature of the
alleged miracles, but also this sup-
position, he thioks, must be aban-
doned and the related miracles can
be nothing but the imaginations of
later authors.  Btrauss and the
whole Tublogen school have'applied
this doctrine also to the New Testa-
ment, and thereby opeped the way
for the Ratiopalists and Agnostics
and skeptice to deny everything
that is miraculous. And there is
where the world pew stunds.
apostatized from



