bB4

THE DESERET WEEKLY

=

Mr, loealls ¢can show o life as well-
sgent, apd 8 ute 86 creditable of the
iejenta end money ,with and for which
he talke nod wriler, be would do well
to pick out & more vulperable antag.
oilet,

—

ABORIGINES OF AMERICA.

The quenllun‘ of bow Amerios ob-
tained ber first johabitante’ wil) be
tbhe object of eclentitic iovestigation I
the nesr fntare, The pian 1a to rend an

expedition trom New York besded by
Mr: Morria 7K., Jernp. It will travel
ajobg the Dorthwenstern cossi of
America, visit British Colombia and
Alsgks and then oroes over Lo Asls
and proceed nlocg tbhe Anlalio coast,
Bibiris end Chior, sud from there paes
on through the Indisn ocesn to Egypt.
Proiessor F, W, Paotosw, director of
the antoropological divielon of the
World?a 1sir, and Dr. Boar, sootber
stodent of aothropology, wll sccom-
pany Mr. Jesup,

The plun Is tv make extended ex-
Ppeditiops inlo the countries to be visiteu
and everywhere galber mastet]al
Lbat may iliuetrate the question of the
first appearsuce of mab in this hem-
iephere. Ajl pecuilaritien of the
Avrlutie Ir)ben will be compared Lo
what jp known about our Indiane, I
i# sleo suppoeed Lhat the anclent
couniries of Africa wiil give valusble
ald towsrd the solution of the greest
question. .

The plan 1¢, nccording to the ex-
ocbapge irom which the sbove e
gleaped, to erect 8 mosenm in New
York where the material gathered by
the expealifon can be placed nn exhy-
bitiop Jor further ¢ xamination.

WENT AT IT WRONG.

This week Dr., Lyman Abbott closed
hia nerles of lectares ou ““The Bible up
Literaturs.”” Hila Jast eflort wan to
show thal there wus no hell; yet ke

sgterled that there was no doubt of
foture punishment fer uprepentant
slnp« e, As the application of that
punishment must 0! necesslty con-
¥ioce the juiily suflerer Lhat be §s
1o somethiny of a baden-like copdition,
there 18 not eo mpech conslstency
helween the two Pporitiopoe ae suoh an
e#minent echolar ue Dr. Abbott might
be rersonubly ex pected to exhibit. It
I chiliy comfort o tell 5 mup bbere fe
0o plsce of punithineni, yet aesure
bim there 1s po doubt ol his getting
lbers; the very nothingness of bis deg-
tination s sppellleg. Dr. Abbott
etaled, Ip explanation of his work, Lthat
bie ot Ject hna been to give many =

better understanding of the Bible;
he had “only irled to open
the Bogk.” Juuged Ly the

froite of his recepnt labor renerally,
ibe emicent divive han a rather pe-
onlinr jdes of wbat openloe menna,
Tor the cirect tende: ¢y of the more
notable purt of bia eflorts wan to oloee
tbe book to mawvy by resson of Lhe
doubis he endeavored to throw pn it
veracily sa a eacred record, His
experience In the course be map)ed
out ls s very forcible illustratiun of the
truth expresied by the Apostle Paul:
““For wLat maen knowelh the thioge
of 8 man, aave the apirit of man which
I8 in bim? even w0 the things of (Jod

RDowelh no map, bat the Bpirit of
God.” It 1s guite evideot that Rev.
Dr. Abbott bes endesvored Lo measure
snd gomprebend the thinga of God by
tbe ppirit of map, and, being with.
nut lbhe higber I1nspiration, he has
falled.
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SECTARIANISM 1IN SCHOOLS.

We bave recelved a statement, giv-
iog specific Informatlon sa to persons,
time, place and fubject, in which it i
sald tbal some leacher io one of

the Btate sohovls bas been Imparting
ipel ruction of s sectarian Character
tbere. We go no! Intend exgpressiog
sb opinlop #e to Lthis care on the ex
perte statement reccived, but cile the
fsct of compluint merely with a view
to onlling attentlop to the subjent gen.
erally. A sbort time sluce, the Nxws
bad ocossion to re er o meclariun db-
etfuction given in one of the potlic
schools in this ceuniy; and the com-
plaints of thls kiba tbat come In
should indlcala to instructors the greal
oare necesssly ino touching npon spy
questlon, historical or otbherwiee, thn
has & doctiinal Learing Jo the Held of
religlon.

We telleve it Is the earpest wish of
most of the Instluciors engeged in the
public sobools, and of al) the marcege.
menis thereof,lo avoid giviog seclaliun
lnsunotior; certalnly they should pos-
sees that desire, in view of the positive
inbibition in the law sgaiost anything
thal savora ol sectarisntem. We siec
Bnow that some of lhe teachers bave
very prooocinced views pn doctripal
multers, aod are so zealous In their
rejigious nime that It {s difficult to re-
straip tbemselves when an opportunity
comes Lo 1Dject thelr idens, “here u
little and there a Jittle;’? there are
otherr, too, whowe frreligion presents
iteell fn the most « fansive form of an
acroit or sccfling muanner 1p referring
o things wopich others hold sacled,
whd which o repetition nf the bare
wordaused would not give evidence of;
4nd rometimes, among hearers, there
ia A capliousness which makes aD
offente of worde that bad no such 1n-
tention 1u their utferance but might
be conelrued with effect. Having all
these conditions to cope with, jtia n
difficult task for schoal mupuge.
ments sleer vlear of every
bresker. But  the Qonetitution
end lawe of the Blate have heen
Iramed with a view tothe pecollar
conditjons here, and have Ilorbladen
seclariaD control of, or Instroction ip,
the public scboois Lhromghuut tbe
Hiate, This belug the case, Do teacher
who wilfully Qlsregardis the legul inhi-
bitloy should be retalneo; Do worlby
citizen would exbipit euch disregard.

I ought not to be bard for n well.
balenced 10structor to aveid real cagge
of complainl. He ocan depiet the
ovents of history, as history recoids
tbew, and } o bes uoubts of Lhejr
reliabiiity ue B religious matter be can
leave them alone. But he has no right
to give to bis pup!ls bie own opinion,
Or Lhe opluion of others who may criti-
clee, 88 le whether certaln booke In the
Bible sre mythice) or are not; be hap
no rrgbt to expialo 1o puplls the menn-
ing o1 Bible prophecies or expressiona
when thefe ls a aiffetence of opinlop
smong rellgloniete us to the interpreta-
tion thet shoold be given; he bag

Lo

Do rigbt 1o present to his oluae 1o
school bis  cooception aA to
whetber prominent lights in religious
circles !n anclent or meodern times
were true or felse prophets; and he has
Do right speciaily to impress chlidren by
bis meoper of Lreating lightly aaored
things with the fact of bis sesumed oF
teal isbeliel in God. He haspoTight 1o
do these th1Dge, becavee the Jaw which
directa hin actiou in the puhblic schools
bea lorhidden themn. Iiis npot n matter
ol discueselon sa Lo whether the absence
of religious inetruction o schooks 14 of
Is Dot uo injury to the chilaren, The
lawmakers huve passed judgment
upoD that, e0d the daty of the teacherl
1o publio schuo!s I8 to ohey the legul
mundate which forbids either athelstio
ar aecltarisn dooctrines as part of B
sobool tralning.

There 1s 8 further suggestioo which
the NEwS evls to mske oo this sub:
ject, and that is, that while o wiiful of
recikless disregard of the law on Lbie
mrutter should be checked summarily)
there ehould te a disposition to saveld
scousntion wherever u ressonable and
wenerous view of the mction noticed
reoders jt possible,

UBSERVANCE OF FESTIVALS.

In a recent number nf Public
Opinjon appears aD artigle condonszed
from Bibliotheoa Bacra, in which the
aothor discueses the questioa w hethel

Chbristien denominations gught bob
more generally cbrerve tbe appusily
reculring fest)vale dedicated to Lhe
metnoty of the important eveots 10 tb®
iite of our Suvior. The artlule contend®
fot the reinstatement of the so-cslled
church year on the ground that It
pmphasizes the essentinl idea of B8
church as sn institoiion separsated
from the world, with s life, u histor¥
und orainances of its own, It aleod
points out thst tbe Christino feativel®
preeent religious truth jo a complel®
Jorm—the inoarnsation, the numilis-
tion, the sufferioge and dealh, the
resurrection, aecenslon ang risen
lite of Jesus of Nuzareth, snd gived
the observer pew ineptration, BnewW
power by placiog the present io touch
with lhe pasl.

There can be no doubt that the cue-
tom of obwerving the great apnual
festivule priginated in geep sflection
for the crucifieu apnd resurreoted
Bavioar, and that very early, probably
io the flrst Apostollc age, at Jesst L0
some tXient, Tne precedent was glved
In tbe Moenlo ulepensatiop, whels the
creation, the exodus of Egypt, the ds¥
o! atonement a:.d, later, other jmpore
lant events, were rememmbsred af-
nually by tbe people. Buat as the
olaer dispensrstion ceased, its lestivale
were discountinued smong the Chrie-
tiane and gave room for thoee of the
Dew covenant. Ae early as the first
three centuries nfter Christ the oycle
of festivals was fairly well completed.

Iv canpot be dewled (hat anring the
later corruption of both faith apd praoc-
Hoee the fupdamenta]l idea was Jost
slgbt of and tbhe festivals were made to
parlake moresnd more of idoleiry and
psgatism. ‘Tbe reforwers recoguized
this faot and endeavored to purge the
church fr.tn  this forelgn element.
Bome of their followers diecarded the
observance altogetuer, but lstely the
queetion bas agaln rieep, why sbould



